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 Our Dream Home Snuggled in the Sacramento Foothills 
 

It’s December 31st, 2020 and it’s a very cool 
New Year’s Eve at the Johnson household located 
in the foothills of the Sacramento Mountains close 
to Tularosa in southern New Mexico.  

Even though the night was a chilly 21 degrees, 
it was especially memorable because this New 
Year was greeted by Sheri and Glenn Johnson 
with lots of excitement. Why? Because this was 
the first night they spent in their new home.  

On New Year’s Eve 2020 they moved the last 
of their belongings into their new house and now 
was time to celebrate both the new year and the 
creation of new memories in their new home.     

They had been searching for a home in 
southern New Mexico for a while.  In fact, they 
made an offer on a house in Deming. But the deal fell through. That’s when they found this house 
outside of Tularosa. –And it was exactly what they were looking for.   

From the first time they saw the house they knew it was special. It was everything they wanted. 
At 1,300 square feet it’s not too big but not too small. It has three-bedrooms sitting on a one-acre 
plot.  It came with a fenced in garden where they grow tomatoes, zucchini, and kale.  The property 
even has some fruit trees.  

The Johnsons are excited to be living close to the Sacramento Mountain range. They enjoy the 
cool summer evenings, but admit they’re still getting used to their wildlife neighbors.  They’ve seen 
elk nibbling on their apple trees and various other four-legged creatures enjoying their vegetable 
garden.  

But none-the-less this is the house they always wanted.  Especially because both Sheri and 
Glenn are artists and the variety of the landscape in the region allows them to express their 
creativity through their artwork.  

They truly love their home, and they report everything is special about it.  They say even the 
financing they got through USDA Rural Development’s housing program was special.  

They heard about Rural Development’s mortgage program by word of mouth when they were 
living in Truth or Consequences, New Mexico.  After doing some research they found the direct 
mortgage loan program was even better than they thought because they didn’t need a down 
payment to buy the house.   

Glenn said, “It’s unbelievable that we were able to find this mortgage program.”  
Sheri added, “We’re grateful that USDA was able to help us. And it was a wonderful 

opportunity to get this loan and to work with Patsy Villalobos our USDA loan specialist.”  

 
View of Nogal Canyon outside of Sheri and Glenn 
Johnson’s home. (Photo provided by the Johnsons) 
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Ms. Villalobos is based in the Rural Development office in Las Cruces, but works throughout 
the south central and southwest part of the state. She provides home loans and home repair 
financing to those choosing to live in the rural communities of southern New Mexico.  

Meanwhile, it’s been almost nine months since the Johnson’s moved into their home. They’re 
still getting used to their house and their surroundings. But they both report they’re enjoying the 
many new memories they’ve already made.  Including, the scenery outside their front door, to 
seeing the wildlife walking through their yard, to enjoying a very special memory, --that is they 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in their new house they now call home.  

For more information on Rural Development’s housing program call 505-761-4950 or go to the 
RD Housing weblink at: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-direct-
home-loans/nm 
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