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Part one –Juan Jiron builds a house with love   
 
A lot was going on in 1943 with the war raging on two fronts. But other important things were 
happening here in New Mexico that could take a teenager’s mind off the war. For example, the 
1940 Broadway song “Taking a chance on love”, was made popular once again by Benny 
Goodman and Helen Forrest and became a number one hit that year.1  And, who knows maybe 
14-year-old Juan Jiron of Pojoaque, New Mexico may have listened to this song on KOB-AM. 
None-the-less the song was very appropriate for what was about to happen to Juan.  
 
1943 would be a very memorable year for him because as it turned out he did take a chance on 
love when he met Arabella Archuleta. Little did, he know that one day Arabella would become 
his wife and the mother of his four children.  
 
Juan and Arabella met at an eighth-grade school dance. Arabella's sister Emma was friends with 
Juan's sister Celia. The introduction was made, and it was said to be love at first sight.  
 
Their courtship was like many during that time. The couple would meet at school dances. They 
also met at church events and saw each other as much as they could. Juan liked to roller skate 
and would take Arabella skating.  They had a lot of fun together especially when Juan was 
teaching Arabella some of his fancy skating moves.   
 
But ultimately life would get in the way of their 
romance.  In 1945 Juan had to find a job. So, at 
the age of 16 he moved to Chicago to learn a 
trade so he could help support his family. He 
went into the construction business and learned 
how to build a house. But all the time he was in 
Chicago hammering nails his thoughts were 
1,300 miles away back in New Mexico. 
 
Occasionally, Juan would come home and see 
Arabella when he could.  Eventually Juan came 
home permanently and on June 4th, 1960 they got 
married at the Sagrado de Corazon church in 
Nambe, New Mexico.  He was 32 and she was 
33.  
 

 
1 Information provided by Wikipedia 

 

Juan and Arabella’s wedding photo taken on 
June 4, 1960. 
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As newlyweds they made their home in a very small house in Pojoaque, New Mexico. Although 
they were happy Juan couldn’t wait to build a house, they could call their own. Ultimately the 
house he constructed was built with plenty of determination and lots of love.   
 
Within two years after getting married the construction of Juan and Arabella’s house was started 
on a plot of land not far from where they lived. The building of the house was a community 
affair.   Both family and neighbors helped build this four-bedroom 1,800 square foot house. The 
work was done in the evenings after work and on weekends.  
 
The construction of the house was like a big party. Everyone was always laughing and joking 
and having a good time.  –Especially because Juan was the main comedian. He was always 
teasing his friends and family members with nick names; he had given them. They in turn called 
him, “John the Baptizer". 
 
Although the work was difficult, Juan was determined his home would be built with lots of love. 
For example, he and his family and friends worked hard to make the 1,800 adobes bricks to be 
used for the walls of the house. The adobe was made from the earth that came from the same 
property the home was being built on. And although the work was hard, his work crew gladly 
gave their time and sweat to build the house because they cared for this determined young man.  
 

Two years after the construction began, he 
and Arabella and their first two children 
Sharon and Johnny James moved into their 
new home.  
 
When they finally occupied the house, they 
didn’t realize they were about to live the 
“American Dream of Homeownership”.  
 
And though the house was well built they 
never knew that many years later USDA 
Rural Development would provide the 
financing to refurbish the house through its 
Single-Family Housing Repair Program.   
 
Next Wednesday part two of “Love builds 
a house” will be released. We find Juan 
and Arabella’s home has become the 
center for family gatherings. 

 

Jiron home in Pojoaque, New Mexico as it looked 
after construction 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-programs/single-family-housing-repair-loans-grants/nm

