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Part Two – The Jiron home becomes the ‘Family gathering place 
 
Soon after the Jiron’s home was built Juan and Arabella found themselves hosting various 
gatherings for different types of occasions. 
 
The Jiron’s enjoyed the parties they hosted in their loving home.  They especially enjoyed 
celebrating Christmas. The holiday reflected the simple life they lived.  In the early years, 
Christmas gifts were not exchanged. Instead, the children got a brown paper bag containing nuts, 
candy, oranges, and other goodies. 
 
But none-the-less Christmas time at the Jiron’s home was still joyful and full of love. Megan 
Ewy one of the grandchildren remembers Christmas at her grandparents’ home was a very happy 
time.   
 
“My favorite memory of Christmas time at my 
grandparent’s home was our tradition of 
cooking together and opening presents on 
Christmas Eve. It was the coziest feeling to 
walk into the house and see the Christmas tree 
lit up and all the stockings hung with our 
names on it.” 
 
Megan added, “I loved to help my grandma 
Arabella put up decorations. She had little 
personal felt stockings that had our names on 
them that we hung in the living room.”  
 
She continued, “I helped her put up the 
Christmas tree with plenty of lights. The New 
Mexico themed ornaments we hung had 
photos of the grandkids and family. There was 
always a lot of garland and tinsel hung around, 
as well as blinking icicle lights on the outside 
of their house. When I was younger, we also 
lined their driveway and entrance to the house 
with farolitos.” 
 
Paula Jiron-Ewy the youngest daughter of 
Arabella and Juan remembers her parent’s 
home also being very special during the holidays. 
 

 

Juan Jiron make empanaditas (a pastry 
turnover) for Christmas 2020 
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Paula remembers, “Christmas was centered around church and the Hispanic foods prepared for 
the holiday. Each Christmas Eve we went to mass and then came home to eat a meal of beans, 
red chile, enchiladas, tamales, tortillas, pumpkin bread and cherry delight.” 
 
Megan agrees and added, “Preparing the sweets for the meal was especially memorable, my 
grandma Arabella and I would make large batches of cookies including, oatmeal, chocolate chip, 
and her mother Rebecca’s personal biscochito (cookie) recipe. We would wrap the cookies in 
plastic and ribbons. Then we’d deliver them to friends and family around the neighborhood, 
saving some for our holiday gathering.” 
 
As always, the home was welcome to all especially during the holidays.  Carolers from the high 
school often visited the Jiron’s and entertained the family with traditional holiday songs.  The 
carolers were always rewarded by Arabella with her family. They were served hot chocolate to 
keep the neighborhood choir warm as they walked to the next house where they would continue 
their holiday serenade. 
 
Over the years the Jiron’s hosted too many family gatherings to count.  And as Juan and Arabella 
began to age so did their home.  Like all homes it occasionally needed a fresh coat of paint. This 
was often done by Carmelina one of the daughters.  Through the years the house was repainted 
on the inside numerous times. It was very colorful and reflected the love that it was originally 
made of --but ultimately the house needed more than a fresh coat of paint. Juan and Arabella’s 
home would need some tender loving care.  
 
Sooner or later, the house needed some expensive repairs which were funded by USDA Rural 
Development’s housing program called the Single-Family Housing Repair Loans & Grant 
program.  This financing is available to families living in rural communities.  It provides low-
cost loans to low-income homeowners to repair, improve, or modernize their homes. The 
program can also provide grants to qualified elderly very-low-income homeowners to remove 
health and safety hazards. 
 
Next Wednesday part three of “Love builds a house” will be released. That segment finds the 
Jiron’s home maturing and needing major repairs and how Juan lives in his home through a 
major change in his life. 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-programs/single-family-housing-repair-loans-grants/nm
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-programs/single-family-housing-repair-loans-grants/nm

