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Flowchart for Processing Categorical Exclusion Lcoticons

The Rgency’s categorical exclusions (CE)} are listed in § 1970.53
{Categorical Exclusions Invcolving Wo or Minimal Disturbance) and §
1870.54 (Categorical Exclusicns Involwving Small-Scale Development) .
For CE actions listed in either secticon, Rgency staff must verify that
there are no extracrdinary circumstances (as defined in § 1%70.32).
Because the CE acticons listed in § 1870.54 can invelve alteraticn of
the physical envircmment, applicants for financial assistance for
those actions must provide zcme decumentaticn (an Environmental
Bepert) te enable Rgency staff to determine there are no extracrdinary
circumstances that would warrant a higher lewvel of NEPA review
{Exhibit C, Guidance for Preparing the Envirommental Report, provides
the format for applicants to follew in order to provide RD with
documentation) . This flowchart descrikbes how Rgency staff will process
CE acticns (see alsc § 1%70.31). The fellowing definitions apply to
the flowchart:

Procesgsing official: For Water and Waste, CF and Housing
Programs, this would typically be the State Cffice loan specialist.
For Electric and Telecoms Programs, this would ke an individual in the
NES or Program Qffice of Loan Originaticn and Approval.

Lpproval cfficial: For Water and Waste, CF and Housing Programs,
this would ke the community programs directer. For Electric and
Telecoms Programs, this would be an indiwvidual in the Program Cffice
of Lean Originaticn and Approval.

SEC: State Envirommental Cocrdinator

NES: MNational Office Environmmental Staff

GFERE: Electric or Telecommunicaticns Program General Field
Eepresentative
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[GFR_."'P':ones-sing official advizes applicant prior to/mlong with submittal of ﬂpplin:utinm]

Lpplicant submits proposal for fimancial assistance to Rgency with sufficient project
description to enable understanding of project’s potential environmental impacts
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