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Farmer cooperative statistics are
collected annually by USDA’s Coop-
erative Programs to provide informa-
tion on the progress and trends in
growth and development of coopera-
tives. These statistics are also used
for research, education, technical
assistance, planning, and public
policy purposes.

Limited data on cooperatives have been
collected since 1863. The first nationwide
survey of cooperatives was conducted by
USDA in 1913. Annual surveys were started
in 1930.

Although the number of farmers and
ranchers and cooperatives serving them
has been declining, the volume of busi-
ness handled has grown through mergers,
consolidations, acquisitions, joint ventures,
internal expansions, and price inflation.

Types of Cooperatives

Cooperatives in the United States fall into
three major categories: marketing, supply,
and service. Marketing cooperatives are
further classified according to the principal
commodity handled, such as grains and
oilseeds, dairy and dairy products, or fruits
and vegetables.

Of the 2,389 farmer cooperatives in
2009, 2,330 were centralized, 39 were fed-
erated (a cooperative of cooperatives), and
were 20 “mixed.” Most cooperatives are
small and serve a local market area, but

some cooperatives provide a variety of ser-
vices across a large geographic area and
have members in many states.

Numbers by Co-op Type and
Memberships
The following table lists the number of
cooperatives by products they market,
supplies they sell, and services they offer.
Memberships in cooperatives totaled
2.2 million in 2009. The number of mem-
berships exceeded the number of U.S.
farmers and ranchers because many farm-
ers and ranchers are members of more
than one cooperative.

Major Business

Activity Co-ops Members
Bean and pea, dry edible 6 1,700
Cotton 12 29,200
Dairy 154 53,300
Fish 37 5,300
Fruit and vegetable 167 32,200
Grain and oilseed 566 437,300
Livestock 57 73,300
Nuts 20 16,200
Poultry 11 500
Rice 14 11,600
Sugar 32 10,900
Tobacco 9 65,100
Wool and mohair 58 10,000
Other marketing 26 6,500
Total marketing 1,169 753,000
Total supply 970 1,390,200
Artificial insemination 13 61,200
Cotton ginning 168 26,000
Other services 44 16,700
Rice dryers 4 200
Storage 6 100
Transportation 15 500
Total Service 250 104,700
Total 2,389 2,247,800
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In 2009, 34 percent of
all cooperatives
reported having a
business volume of less

than $5 million per

Business Volume

The business volume of 2,289 coopera-
tives exceeded $170 billion in 2009. Mar-
keting sales accounted for 49 percent,
farm supply sales 41 percent, and service
sales for 10 percent of the total. Milk and
milk products, grains and oilseeds, and
petroleum accounted for 58 percent of
cooperative business volume.

Commodity, Supply, or Volume
Service ($Billions)

Products Marketed

Beans and peas (dry edible) 170
Cotton 2133
Dairy 30.835
Fish 197
Fruits and vegetables 7.583
Grains and oilseeds 44.429
Livestock 3.128
Nuts .835
Poultry 1171
Rice 1.686
Sugar 4.996
Tobacco 168
Wool and mohair .006
Other marketing 4757
Total marketing 102.093
Supplies purchased

Crop protectants 7.684
Feed 11.095
Fertilizer 12.261
Petroleum 23.357
Seed 3.934
Other supplies 4.842
Total supplies 63.173
Services and other income 4,977
Total business 170.244

Business Size

Measured by annual gross business vol-
ume, most cooperatives have less than $5
million in sales and serve small markets.
Often these small cooperatives own part of
a larger federated cooperative to help them
market members’ products or obtain high-
er prices and purchase supplies at lower
cost. The larger cooperatives may serve
many States, have dozens of member
cooperatives and thus account for a signifi-
cant amount of the total cooperative annu-
al business volume.

In 2009, 34 percent of all cooperatives
reported having a business volume of less
than $5 million per year. These small coop-
eratives accounted for only 1 percent of
the total gross dollar volume of all coop-
eratives. Larger cooperatives comprised
less than 1 percent of all cooperatives yet
they accounted for 43 percent of the total
volume.

Cooperatives S Volume
Sales Volume
Group % of|  Gross % of
($million)  Number Total —($million) Total

<50 823 344 1,489 0.9

5- 99 338 141 2,453 14
10- 14.9 211 8.8 2,609 15
15- 249 237 9.9 4,604 2.7
25- 499 270 1.3 9470 56

50- 99.9 201 8.4 13,410 79
100 - 199.9 119 50 16,794 99
200 - 499.9 137 57 23,204 136
500-999.9 35 15 23,716 13.9

>1,000.0 18 0.8 72,494 426

Total 2,389 100.0 170,243 100.0



Net Income

Total net income before taxes (includes
dividends, refunds, and losses) for all farm-
er cooperatives was $4.4 billion in 2009.
Income for marketing cooperatives was
$2.9 billion, while supply cooperatives had
$1.3 billion and service cooperatives $0.2
billion in income.

Balance Sheet

Combined assets of farmer cooperatives
was $61 billion in 2009. Marketing coop-
eratives held $39 billion, supply co-ops
$21 billion and service co-ops $1 billion in
assets.

Net worth or member and patron equity
was $24 billion in 2009. Marketing coop-
eratives had $14 billion, supply coopera-
tives $9 billion, and service co-ops
$1 billion in net worth and member/patron
equity.

Co-op liabilities totaled $37 billion in
2009. Marketing cooperatives owed $25
billion, supply cooperatives $12 billion,
and service cooperatives less than $500
million.

Cooperative Trends

The number of cooperatives, as well as the
number of farmers and ranchers, has been
trending downward. Gross business vol-
ume, however, was at an all time high in
2008. Although sales declined in 2009, they
were still the second highest on record.
Business volume has gone up and down
over the last decade, reflecting price
increases and decreases and changes in
the volume of products that cooperatives
market and supply:

Member- Business

Co-ops ships Volume

Number Million $Billion
2000 3,346 3.1 120.7
2001 3,229 3.0 123.6
2002 3,140 2.8 111.6
2003 3,086 2.8 116.9
2004 2,983 2.7 123.4
2005 2,896 2.6 121.7
2006 2,675 2.6 126.5
2007 2,594 2.5 146.6
2008 2,473 2.4 191.9
2009 2,389 2.2 170.2

For more detailed farmer cooperative statistics, visit
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/pub/CoopStats2009.pdf
for the full 2009 Cooperative Statistics Report.

To order hard copies, e-mail: coopinfo@wdc.usda.gov, or telephone: 1-800-670-6553.
Request SR-70, Cooperative Statistics Report 2009. All USDA Cooperative Services publi-

cations are free of charge.

The number of coopera-
tives has been trending
downward. Gross busi-
ness volume, however,
was at an all time high in
2008.




To see this and
other USDA coop-
erative publica-
tions online, visit:
http://www.rurdev.
usda.gov/rbs/pub/
cooprpts.htm

To order hard cop-
ies, e-mail:
coopinfo@wdc.
usda.gov

or telephone:
1-800-670-6553.

Cooperatives by State

Minnesota led all states in 2009, with the
most farmer cooperatives (213), while lowa
had the largest gross co-op business

volume ($18.1 billion). California, lllinois,
lowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, Texas, and
Wisconsin all are home to more than 100
farmer cooperatives.

Cooperatives
Headquartered Member- Business
State in State ships volume

Number  Thousand  $Billion

Alabama 53 30.8 0.7
Alaska 4 3.0 0.2
Arizona 9 1.7 0.8
Arkansas 39 445 3.1
California 127 37.7 10.0
Colorado 28 23.9 1.8
Connecticut 5 0.6 0.3
Delaware 3 9.9 0.1
Florida 33 20.3 2.5
Georgia 12 23.4 1.2
Hawaii 16 0.7 0.0
Idaho 30 12.7 1.9
lllinois 127 129.8 12.7
Indiana 35 54.6 5.5
lowa 109 114.7 18.1
Kansas 93 105.8 6.5
Kentucky 37 198.6 1.2
Louisiana 37 104 1.3
Maine 22 54 0.2
Maryland 15 44.3 0.7
Massachusetts 8 3.0 0.5
Michigan 45 50.3 3.6
Minnesota 213 138.2 17.6
Mississippi 58 51.7 1.1
Missouri 59 98.4 7.0

Cooperatives
Headquartered Member- Business
State in State ships volume

Number Thousand  $Billion

Montana 51 27.3 2.1
Nebraska 60 73.2 9.0
New Jersey 12 1.7 0.4
New Mexico 8 1.2 0.6
New York 55 6.4 2.7
North Carolina 12 31.3 0.8
North Dakota 168 87.2 6.4
Ohio 46 41.9 4.4
Oklahoma 60 41.4 1.8
Oregon 32 29.8 3.6
Pennsylvania 39 9.5 2.0
South Carolina 3 3.5 0.2
South Dakota 81 64.6 5.4
Tennessee 67 131.3 1.8
Texas 198 77.7 5.0
Utah 12 6.9 1.1
Vermont 3 1.2 0.4
Virginia 54 142.6 1.7
Washington 61 25.7 4.9
West Virginia 22 70.0 0.2
Wisconsin 116 151.7 9.4
Wyoming 10 4.7 0.6
Other States 2 0.7 0.1
Foreign 0 1.8 7.5
United States 2,389 2,247.8 170.2

This circular is one of a continuing series that provides training information and presentations for education
resource persons who may or may not be familiar with the cooperative form of business. This series provides the
basic background material they need and in a form that can be readily adapted, with limited preparation time, to a

lecture or other presentation.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an indi-
vidual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free
at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



