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Bochicchio, Juliet - RD, Washington, DC

From: Bechdol, Michael <bechdol.michael@epa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2014 3:00 PM
To: Bochicchio, Juliet - RD, Washington, DC
Subject: FW: Port of Alexandria, Rapides Parish, LA > Chicot Aquifer SSA > USDA Request
Attachments: USEPA SSA Site Summary.pdf; USACENPRLtr.pdf; Revision14-05-05_epa exhibit-usepa 

exb 1.pdf

Here it is. 
 
Michael Bechdol 
US EPA Region 6 (6WQ-SG) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, TX  75202 
214-665-7133 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Trimble, Paul [mailto:Paul.Trimble@MMLH.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2014 3:02 PM 
To: Bechdol, Michael 
Subject: Port of Alexandria, Rapides Parish, LA > Chicot Aquifer SSA > USDA Request 
 
Good afternoon Mr. Bechdol; 
 
The Port of Alexandria has leased property to Cool Planet Energy Systems for construction of a bio-fuels, green 
energy refinery, situated on the river side of the Red River Levee.  Cool Planet is seeking a USDA Business & 
Industry Loan for construction of the refinery and has been advised by USDA of the requirement to gain 
evaluation of the potential impact to the Chicot SSA. The site naturally drains directly to the Red River and due 
to the proximity to the flood control levee system, all aspects of the project are subject to review by the USACE 
under Section 408.  
 
Attached is a summary of the site use, acreages, basic tank primary and secondary containment design 
requirements and storm water retention and waste water treatment and disposal areas.  The exhibit graphically 
locates the various areas and provides the latitude and longitude for the site.  The USACE letter indicating No 
Permit Required due to the absence of wetland and jurisdictional areas is the third attachment. 
 
Should you require any additional information, please advise our office. 
 
Port of Alexandria - Cool Planet Lease 
%Paul Trimble, PE, Engineer of Record 
100 Engineer Place 
Alexandria, LA 71303 
(318) 448-0888 
  
 
 





 

Port of Alexandria, Rapides Parish, Louisiana 

 
 
Alexandria Regional Port Authority 
Cool Planet Genesis Bio-fuels Refinery 
USDA – B&I Program, Financing 
 
The Port of Alexandria has leased approximately 28 acres of batture within the port on the Red River to 
Cool Planet Energy Systems for its Cool Planet Genesis facility.  The USACE has issued a letter of No 
Permit Required (attached) for the site which lies riverside of the Red River Levee.  Exhibit 1 (attached) 
delineates the four primary areas and uses of the leased property, as further described hereafter. 
 
Area 1:  Access, access control and gated entry, operations facility and warehouse, truck scales and fire 

protection facility including a ground storage water tank and fire pump house. 
 
 Storm water runoff from Area 1 will be collected in a storm water retention pond (Area 1-1) for 

sampling prior to controlled discharge.   
 
Area 2: Bio-fuels refinery and process facility. 
 
 Process liquids and product will be contained in double bottom tanks, with leak detection, in 

two areas (Areas 2-1 and 2-2) within Area 2.  Each tank location will be protected and provided 
secondary containment by concrete lined and sealed dikes with discharge control valves and 
piping.  Discharge piping to the industrial wastewater treatment facility and/or industrial storm 
water retention system (Area 2-3).  Normal discharge will be directed to the industrial storm 
water retention system for sampling prior to controlled discharge or by-passed to the treatment 
facility.   

 
 Industrial wastewater will be treated in accordance with the City of Alexandria’s pre-treatment 

requirements prior to transmission to the City’s waste water collection system and treatment 
facility. 

 
Area 3:  Bio-mass, wood chip delivery, storage and handling area. 
 

Storm water runoff from Area 3 will be screened and piped to the storm water retention pond 
located in Area 4.   

 
Area 4:  Facility flare area. 
 

Area 4 contains the storm water retention pond (Area 4-1) for Areas 3 and 4.  There is limited 
allowable use of the flare area for other purposes.  

 
The perimeter roadway will effectively control off-site or upland storm water runoff, directing the runoff 
along the perimeter of the facility to natural discharge locations to the river.  The roadway will also 
direct on-site run-off to the storm water drainage systems and retention ponds. 



   United States Department of Agriculture 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

United States Department of Agriculture, Rural Development 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Stop 0761, Room 6900 
Washington DC, 20250 

Voice (202) 720-9619     Fax (202) 690-4335 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer 
 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found online 
at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request a form.  You may also write a letter 
containing all of the information requested in the form.  Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at 
program.intake@usda.gov. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
March 21, 2014 
  
Jeff Weller, Field Supervisor 
USFWS 
646 Cajundome Boulevard, Suite 400 
Lafayette, LA 70506 
 
Re:  Cool Planet Louisiana, LLC – Port Authority of Alexandria – 27 acre conversion facility 
 
Dear Mr. Weller, 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS) requests a letter 
of concurrence from the USFWS with respect to our determination of “may affect/not likely to 
affect” for the Endangered Interior Least Tern and the Red-cockaded Woodpecker and a “no 
effect” determination for the Endangered Pallid Sturgeon, for the proposed Cool Planet woody 
biomass to renewable fuels conversion facility proposed in Rapides Parish, LA.  This request is 
made under the requirements of Section7 of the Endangered Species Act. 
 
RBS is in the process of preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) on the proposal in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act.  The EA includes an analysis of 
potential impacts to threatened and endangered species on the site and affected area.   
 
Project Description 
RBS proposes to issue a guaranteed loan to Silicon Valley Bank for Cool Planet Louisiana, LLC 
to construct and operate a woody biomass conversion facility in Alexandria, LA.  Cool Planet 
plans to produce 10 million gallons per year of non-ethanol, drop-in renewable fuel blendstocks 
for gasoline, jet and diesel, as well as biochar and ash, from the conversion of pine wood chips 
sourced within Louisiana. This proposal would impart overall environmental benefits related to 
its reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from a reduction in the burning of fossil fuels. 
 
The proposal is to be located within a leased portion of the existing Alexandria Regional Port 
Authority, an existing industrial park, located at 600 Port Road, Alexandria, LA 71303, and 
would include the construction and operation of the facility and related infrastructure on 27 acres 
within the Port (Attachments 1 and 2 – Vicinity Maps).  Construction and operation, including 
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staging areas, of the facility would include disturbance within a 27-acre area as well as 
associated infrastructure within existing rights of way as shown on Attachment 3.    
Please note the Vicinity Maps in Attachments 1 and 2 identify the project site’s general vicinity; 
the project itself excludes the 10 acre portion located directly adjacent to the Red River (which is 
shown as encompassed in the red project area outline in these maps).  The map shown in 
Attachment 3 indicates the proposals leased area and limits of disturbance, which excludes this 
10 acre area adjacent to the river.   
 
The proposed site is located within the central portion of Louisiana at Mile 90 on the Red River. 
It is positioned in Sections 11 and 12, Township 4-North, Range 1-West with a central location 
near 92°28'13.484"W longitude and 31°20'6.958"N latitude (NAD 1983 UTM Zone 15N) 
(Attachment 1 and 2).  The Site is bound to the north by a 10 acre plot of land (owned by the 
port) adjacent to the Red River, to the east by Diamond B Construction Company, to the west by 
the port and to the south by the flood control levee.   The site and surrounding area of the Port 
are zoned General Industrial by the city of Alexandria. 
 
The existing land use on the 27 acre parcel is vacant mowed pastureland.  There is a 3.2 acre 
forested wetland located within the adjacent 10 acre forested parcel, north and adjacent to the 
projects 27 acre parcel.   Dredged fill material was placed on the site by the US Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) as part of the Philip Bayou Realignment Project in the 1990’s, thus altering 
the surface soils at that time.  The site has not been developed for use other than mowed pasture 
since the placement of dredged material.   The project will not convert any existing wetlands, 
critical habitat or sensitive areas.  There are no highly erodible soils within the project boundary.     
The NRCS soil survey indicates that most of the site is covered by a very fine sandy loam, with 
pockets of silty clay loams or clay soils at the eastern edge of the site. 

All process waters would be leaving the site via conveyance to existing City of Alexandria 
sewer facilities (at the tie in sewer manholes along the River Port Road).  The project does not 
propose discharge to the adjacent Red River. 
 
This facility would be receiving pine wood chips, mainly from commercial pine plantation 
feedstock suppliers within an approximate 150 mile radius in Louisiana. It is anticipated that 
Cool Planet’s commercial plant will require approximately 350,000 tons per year of green wood 
chips.  This would equate to approximately 259 trucks per week for biomass delivery.   Fuel 
Product would be transported offsite via barges and/or trucks and utilize the existing barge and 
truck infrastructure at the port.  See Attachment 3 for proposed product line to existing barge 
facility.  In addition, the facility will be producing a Biochar byproduct in quantities of greater 
than 25,000 tons per year and Ash in the amount of approximately 2,200 tons per year which 
would be shipped via rail or truck.  
 
Construction Timeline 
The expected project lifespan is a minimum of 20 years.  Construction of the facility is planned 
to begin as early as Fall/Winter of 2014/2015 with expected startup of the facility in late 2015.   
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Mitigation Measures 
The proposal will enforce state required erosion control measures to capture stormwater and 
sediments before they enter the Red River or its tributaries.  Use of the best practices outlined in 
the SWPPP will mitigate potential erosion and water quality impacts. The existing forested 
wetlands located on the adjacent 10 acre parcel are not proposed for impact for this proposal.   
 
RBS Conclusions and Determination 
Based on a review of the existing conditions at the site, and the proposed construction and 
operation activities, RBS has determined that the proposal may affect but is not likely to affect 
the Endangered Interior Least Tern and the Endangered Red-cockaded Woodpecker.  The areas 
for disturbance for the site are limited to pastureland which was developed from dredged River 
materials and minor disturbance within existing road rights of way for tie in to existing 
infrastructure.  There are no existing trees within the limits of disturbance for the proposal.   
 
The Interior Least Tern is listed as federally endangered and critically imperiled in Louisiana 
(S1B rank).  These species breed along the North Mississippi River and Red River with nesting 
beginning in late April through August.  Their critical habitat includes dry, exposed sand bars, 
and favorable river flow that support forage fish supply.  Since the proposal and site does not 
contain or propose impact to dry, exposed sand bars adjacent to the Red River, RBS determined 
that the proposal is not likely to adversely affect this listed species.  
 
The Endangered Red-cockaded Woodpecker, having no listed habitat, could occur anywhere in 
LA.  Since the site is in pastureland, however, any impacts from the proposed construction 
should not adversely effect this species. 
 
Since the proposal does not propose discharge or outflow to the adjacent Red River or its 
tributaries or wetlands, RBS has determined that the proposal would have “no effect” on the 
Endangered Pallid Sturgeon since the proposal has no water dependent construction, outflow, or 
discharge. Other than minor stormwater management during construction, which will be 
mitigated by adherence to the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, no impacts should occur to 
the Red River or its tributaries or adjacent wetlands.  The State Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries also recognizes the state listed Blue Sucker (Ranked S3) and the Bluehead Shinner) 
(Ranked S2 imperiled) (Attachment 4).  RBS has determined that the proposal would similarly 
have no effect to these water dependent species. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any comments or questions at 
juliet.bochicchio@wdc.usda.gov or at 202.205.8242.  Thank you for forwarding all 
correspondence to me via email or to my attention at the address above.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Juliet Bochicchio 
Federal Preservation Officer 
Program Support Staff, RBS 
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cc: Bret Turner, Silicon Valley Bank 
      Wes Bolsen, Cool Planet Louisiana, LLC  
 
Attachments:    1) General vicinity map 
    2) Aerial Photograph with Project Location 
   3)  Limits of Disturbance 

4) Letter from the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries dated September 
6, 2013 
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Bochicchio, Juliet - RD, Washington, DC

From: Bochicchio, Juliet - RD, Washington, DC
Sent: Saturday, March 22, 2014 11:14 AM
To: USFWS LA (Lafayette@fws.gov)
Cc: Wesley Bolsen (Wesley.Bolsen@Coolplanet.com); Juliette MacKay; Hubbell, Todd - RD, 

Washington, DC; Bret Turner; Hicks, Jared - RD, Alexandria, LA
Subject: Cool Planet Determination of May Affect/Not Likely to Affect USFWS
Attachments: USFWS Determination CoolPlanent 032114.pdf; Attach 1 and 2.pdf; Attach 3 Cool 

Planet Limits of Distrubance.pdf; Attach 4 090613 wildlife.pdf

Dear Mr. Weller, 
 
Through submission of this email, and a hard copy to follow, the USDA Rural Business-Cooperative Service 
(RBS) requests a letter of concurrence from the USFWS with respect to our determination of “may affect/not 
likely to affect” for the Endangered Interior Least Tern and the Red-cockaded Woodpecker and a “no effect” 
determination for the Endangered Pallid Sturgeon, for the proposed Cool Planet woody biomass to renewable 
fuels conversion facility proposed in Rapides Parish, LA.  This request is made under the requirements of 
Section7 of the Endangered Species Act. 
 
Please find attached determination materials and please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide additional 
information. 
 
Sincerely, 
Juliet Bochicchio 
 
Juliet Cartron Bochicchio | Environmental Protection Specialist 
Rural Development 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. | Washington, D.C.  20250 
Phone: 202.205.8242 | Fax 202.690.4335 
www.rurdev.usda.gov 
 
"Committed to the future of rural communities" 
"Estamos dedicados al futuro de las comunidades rurales" 
 
 

 



 

 



 









Form RD 2006-38
(Rev. 07-07)

Rural Development
Environmental Justice (EJ) and Civil Rights Impact Analysis (CRIA)

Certification

1 . Applicant's name and proposed project description:

2. Rural Development's loan/grant program/guarantee or other Agency action:

3. Attach a map of the proposal's area of effect identifying location or EJ populations, location of the proposal,
area of impact or

Attach results of EJ analysis from the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPAs) EnviroMapper with
proposed project location and impact footprint delineated.

4. Does the applicant's proposal or Agency action directly, indirectly or cumulatively affect the quality and/or level of
services provided to the community?

Yes No N/A

5. Is the applicant's proposal or Agency action likely to result in a change in the current land use patterns (types of land
use, development densities, etc)?

Yes No N/A

6. Does a demographic analysis indicate the applicant's proposal or Agency's action may disproportionately affect a
significant minority and/or low-income populations?

Yes No N/A

If answer is no, skip to item 12. If answer is yes, continue with items 7 through 12.

7. Identify, describe, and provide location of EJ population

8. If a disproportionate adverse affect is expected to impact an EJ population, identify type/level of public outreach

implemented.

9. Identify disproportionately high and adverse impacts on EJ populations.

10. Are adverse impacts appreciably more severe or greater in magnitude than the adverse impacts expected on non-
minority/low-income populations?

Yes No N/A

11. Are alternatives and/or mitigation required to avoid impacts to EJ populations?
Yes No N/A

If yes, describe

12. I certify that I have reviewed the appropriate documentation and have determined that:
No major EJ or civil rights impact is likely to result if the proposal is implemented.
A major EJ or civil rights impact is likely to result if the proposal is implemented.

Name and Title of Certifying Official Date

Cool Planet Biorefinery - new facility

on 27 acres within existing industrial park in city of Alexandria's port.

9003 Biorefinery Assistance Program

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Juliet Bochicchio EPS 06-17-2014
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