
Rural Development Program News for the MFH Professional 
Iowa – February 2011 

 
This publication is written by Iowa Rural Development Multi-Family staff for Multi-

Family Professionals.  

________________Multi-News_________________ 

     Un-Numbered Letters for Manager and Owner Review 
08/17/10—Energy Conservation in Section 515 and 514 MFH Properties (Requires addition to 
Management Plans Effective Jan 2011) This UNL was highlighted in our November Multi-
News, but did you note the requirement for your Management Plans???? 
12/22/10—Guidance on Use of Rent Incentives in a Workout Plan 
12/29/10—Optional Smoke-Free Housing Policy 
01/07/11—Guidance on the CNA Process (This UNL contains a good checklist for Accessibil-
ity Evaluations) 
Review the UNLs at the link below. 
 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/RD_UnnumberedList.html 
 

 Iowa Checklist for Affirmative Fair Housing Marketing Plans 
Fair Housing Guidelines for Advertisements Include WEBSITES 

In the absence of a National Office checklist for the revised AFHMP.  The Civil Rights Coordi-
nator for Iowa has published an Iowa Checklist.  This Checklist is a Draft and will be revised as 
needed.  A copy of the Checklist is attached for your use.  Please see the NOTE: on page 3. All 
newspaper ads, radio and TV ads, website ads/information letters, brochures, newsletters, 
printed information must include the following:   
1. Equal Housing Opportunity logo or statement.   
2. TTD phone number, if the project has a number, State relay is optional.   
3. Accessible logo or statement.   
If a project is designated elderly, the information given should read “62 years of age or older, 
handicap/disabled, regardless of age”.  In addition, to meet USDA Rural Development Public 
Notification requirements, the nondiscrimination statement must be included.  If the space is 
limited, such as on items smaller than a full sheet of paper, the short version may be used. 
Where space is available, like in brochures, the full nondiscrimination statement must be in-
cluded.  Both versions plus a handicap accessible logo can be found at the link below. 
Please see the note on the Check List attached to this email. 
 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/nj/docs/writtenmaterials.pdf 



 Civil Rights Training  
Civil Rights training is being planned by the National Office Civil Rights and Portfolio Man-
agement Divisions.  Participants may chose any one of sixteen two hour sessions.  The training 
will be designed primarily for MFH Site managers, but managers at all levels are strongly en-
couraged to attend.  It is tentatively scheduled to be conducted on 16 different dates on Tues-
days and Thursdays in May and June.  Exact dates and times will be announced as soon as pos-
sible. 

Stake Holder’s Meetings 
The December 23, 2010 Federal Register announced the scheduling of the Multi-Family Hous-
ing Program 2011 Industry Forums.  Please be sure to email Sandra Mercier to register immedi-
ately.  As teleconferences are scheduled, registrants will receive emailed agendas and call-in  
information.   

Spectrum S.T.A.R. Certification Seminars 
Since October 1986 Spectrum has been the leading National Training Firm for Rural Develop-
ment 515 Management. Steve Rosenblatt has conducted seminars with participants from all 50 
states attending and has received superlative reviews throughout the nation for this seminar 
dealing with Rural Development Handbook Regulations. 
Seminars scheduled in the Midwest are: 
1. June 21, 2011—Columbus, OH  
2. July 12, 2011—Sioux Falls, SD  
3. September 22, 2011—Minneapolis, MN  
4. November 29, 2011—Springfield, Mo  
Also, if you are REALLY DESPERATE to get away from the snow that has blanketed the top 
half of the continental US, there is a Seminar scheduled in Honolulu, HI on February 10th.  I’ve 
confirmed with Kevin, Steve’s assistant, that there are still seats available. 
Click the link below to register. 
 
http://www.spectrumseminars.com/ 

Medical Deductions 
Whether non-traditional medical procedures are an allowable medical expense or not is always 
a topic for debate.  Here are some simple rules that will help you make a determination. 
1. The procedure must be medically necessary and prescribed by a physician. 
2. Costs reimbursed by insurance are not deductible. 
3. Only eligible households can deduct medical expenses. 
 
Reference HB-2-3560 Chapter 6 Paragraph 6.9 Subparagraph 5. 



Area Offices 
Iowa Falls - 641-648-5181 
Waverly - 319-352-1715 
Tipton - 563-886-6006 
Mt. Pleasant - 319-986-5800 
Albia - 641-932-3031 
Indianola - 515-961-5365 
Atlantic - 712-243-2107 
Le Mars - 712-546-5149 
Storm Lake - 712-732-1851 
Humboldt - 515-332-4411 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
To request changes to our email list such as removals or additions, please email 
dan.koetters@ia.usda.gov with the request.  We appreciate your assistance with the 
maintenance of our email list.  

Iowa State Office 
210 Walnut Street, Room 873, Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or 

Iowa State Office Housing Staff 
Heather Honkomp - Rural Housing Program Director - heather.honkomp@ia.usda.gov - 515-284-4493 
Daniel Koetters - Rural Housing Specialist - dan.koetters@ia.usda.gov - 515-284-4685 
Anthony Putz - Multi-Family Housing Specialist - tony.putz@ia.usda.gov - 515-961-5365  
Mary Beth Juergens - Rural Housing Specialist - mary.juergens@ia.usda.gov - 515-284-4487 
Linda Rhoades - Single Family Housing Specialist - linda.rhoades@ia.usda.gov - 515-284-4723 

USEFUL INFO 
USDA, Rural Development www.rurdev.usda.gov 
MFH Management website http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ia/rhs_mfh_management.html 

Federal Home Loan Bank Affordable Housing Program 
FHLB AHP Grant Applications will be due June 30th, 2011.  The application period will open 
May 1st and Pre-apps and other information will be on the FHLB web site in March.  Projects 
in Iowa were awarded a total of $1,178,097.00 in grants from the 2010 AHP.  Don’t miss out on 
this incredible opportunity!  Visit the website at the link below often to stay up to date on the 
latest information and activities from the Federal Home Loan Bank. 
 
http://www.fhlbdm.com/ci_ahp.htm 
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