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Increasing Rural Prosperity
Through Infrastructure,
Partnerships, and Innovation

Assistant to the Secretary for
Rural Development Anne C. Hazlett

Dear Rural Partner:
From Gifford, Illinois, to Gila Bend, Arizona, rural America includes 72 percent of the Nation’s land mass and
46 million people. Beyond its vast landscape and often dispersed population, rural America is a vital part of
the economic and social fabric of our great country. Rural communities feed, power, and clothe our Nation
and the world.
With lower costs of living, an abundant resource base, and an able and willing workforce, rural places are
the center for much of our Nation’s manufacturing capacity and offer great promise for the future. Rural
America is home to many of our country’s greatest scenic attractions, top vacation destinations, and a
growing number of Americans who telecommute or operate web-based businesses, and enjoy the best of
both worlds.
With these significant assets, rural America is not a place simply waiting to be developed to resemble an
urban center. Rather, rural America is made of communities ready to build on their strengths and heritage
for an even brighter future. Under the leadership of Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, USDA Rural
Development is focused on facilitating rural prosperity and economic development in these special places
through three core priorities: infrastructure, partnerships, and innovation.
For rural communities, infrastructure is a lifeline. As today’s “digital superhighway,” broadband
“e-connectivity” is essential for enabling all Americans to be plugged into a world of opportunity. Beyond
infrastructure, partnerships are critical – from economic developers to non-profit organizations to State
and local leaders. USDA Rural Development seeks to build on existing relationships and develop new
partners to leverage investments in rural America. Innovation is also needed as rural communities
seek to be forward-focused in addressing complex challenges and embracing new opportunities. The
Rural Development Innovation Center created under Secretary Perdue’s leadership is building strategic
partnerships, identifying best practices, and conducting data analysis to ensure the agency is serving our
rural customers in the most effective way possible.
At USDA Rural Development, we envision a rural America with world-class resources, tools, and support to
build strong and economically robust communities. With over 40 different programs and field staff who live
and work in towns across the country, we stand ready to be a partner in prosperity to these special places.
Sincerely,

Anne C. Hazlett
Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development
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USDA Rural Development is
here to support you and your
community
Michael R. Dora
State Director of Indiana

Dear Rural Indiana,
About 14 percent of Indiana’s population—nearly 900,000 people—are living in rural Indiana. And that figure
grows even larger to over 1.5 million if you count the people who live in rural parts of counties that are both
urban and rural. Thriving rural communities contribute to the prosperity of our entire state, and USDA Rural
Development remains committed to the success of rural Indiana.
USDA Rural Development is focusing on three key priorities that are central to bringing ongoing economic
development and prosperity to our rural communities – Infrastructure, Partnerships, and Innovation.
Investments in rural infrastructure (roads, bridges, railways, waterways) mean more jobs, more capital, and
more opportunities to help entrepreneurs create or expand their businesses. Infrastructure is about connecting
people to each other—connecting a business to its customer, connecting a farmer to his market, connecting
rural homes to clean water, connecting students to a world of knowledge, and connecting patients to doctors
with the expertise to treat them. USDA is committed to modernizing rural infrastructure so that it connects rural
facilities and businesses to nationwide and global commerce.
Partnerships leverage expertise and capital -- allowing us to achieve more together than we ever could alone.
With partnerships, we build strong relationships and create opportunities to collaborate with non-profits, private
companies as well as stakeholders, and other public-sector partners. We want to work with you because we
know that you are working for a better, more sustainable future for the rural places we call home.
USDA has created an Innovation Center that is working to streamline, modernize and strengthen Rural
Development’s resources. For USDA, innovation will enhance customer service and production, even if that
means coming up with solutions that get government out of the way.
The future holds challenges, but it also holds great promise. As you plan for the future, USDA Rural
Development is here to support you and your community. We are locally based; as your neighbors, our
employees are rooted in your communities and share your values and concerns. We are proud of Rural
Development’s record of achievement and we look forward to working with you to bring increased opportunities
to Hoosiers as we work together to build an even stronger rural Indiana.

Sincerely,

Michael R. Dora
State Director of Indiana
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Infrastructure
USDA Rural Development helped Jackson County
Rural Electric Membership Corporation in Brownstown,
Indiana. With a $74 million USDA loan, the utility will
build 84 miles of line and improve 32 miles to provide
reliable, affordable electricity to 20,000 residential and
business consumers. The loan includes $59.3 million
for smart grid technologies.
These investments are the result of strong partnerships
that USDA has formed over the years with local
business and civic leaders.

Innovation
Two Distance Learning and Telemedicine program
grants totaling nearly $1 million, were awarded to the
East Central Educational Service Center, in support of
their collaborative effort to deliver a variety of
educational services to seven rural counties in Indiana
through distance learning. Users will be able to access
new learning materials, staff, expertise, and
professional development training resources for
educators.
New equipment and software will allow schools to share
foreign language, science, technology, engineering and
math classes. Advanced Placement courses will also
be offered, as will after school tutoring and enhanced
special education services.
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Partnerships
The opioid epidemic is dramatically impacting prosperity
in many small towns and rural places across the
country. With this focused investment, USDA Rural
Development is targeting its resources to be a strong
partner to rural communities in building an effective
local response to this significant challenge.
In the Community Facilities grant program, rural
communities, non-profit organizations can apply through
the usual Community Facilities grant application
process for grants up to $150,000 for innovative
projects such as mobile treatment clinics.

Indiana Rural Development Programs Fiscal Year 2017 Yearly Totals
INDIANA

AMOUNT

AWARD

$15,609,018

5

$0

0

$1,683,992

57

$520,000

8

Rural Economic Development Loans and Grants

$0

0

Value-Added Producer Grants

$0

0

$45,297,000

13

$375,000

1

$10,817,500

9

$876,309

3

Electric Direct Loans and Loan Guarantees

$10,000,000

1

Single-Family Housing Direct Loans

$31,910,182

230

$681,643,390

5,981

$956,358

168

Single-Family Housing Self-Help Technical Assistance Grants

$0

0

Multi-Family Housing Rural Rental Housing Direct Loans

$0

0

Multi-Family Housing Loan Guarantees

$0

0

Farm Labor Housing Loans and Grants

$0

0

Rental Assistance

$25,829,655

7,901

Community Facilities Direct Loans

$78,059,200

12

Community Facilities Loan Guarantees

$11,000,000

2

$494,200

12

$1,383,578

297

$916,455,381

14,699

Business and Industry Loan Guarantees
Intermediary Relending Program
Renewable Energy Grants and Loans
Rural Development Business Grants

Water and Waste Disposal Direct Loans
Water and Waste Disposal Loan Guarantees
Water and Waste Disposal Grants
Telecom Loans and Grants

Single-Family Housing Loan Guarantees
Single-Family Housing Repair Loans and Grants

Community Facilities Grants
All Other Programs
Indiana Total
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USDA Rural Development
Indiana Contacts

INDIANA STATE OFFICE
5975 Lakeside Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46278
(317) 290-3100

Bloomfield Area Office
104 CR 70 E., Suite C
Bloomfield, IN 47424
(812) 384-4634 Ext. 4

Jasper Area Office
1484 Executive Boulevard
Jasper, IN 47546
(812) 482-1171 Ext. 4

Columbia City Area Office
788 W. Connexion Way, Suite E
Columbia City, IN 46725
(260) 244-6266 Ext. 4

North Vernon Area Office
2600 Highway 7 North
North Vernon, IN 47265
(812) 346-3411 Ext. 4

Muncie Area Office
3641 North Briarwood Lane
Muncie, IN 47304
(765) 747-5531 Ext. 4

Crawfordsville Area Office
2032 Lebanon Road
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
(765) 362-0405 Ext. 4

Knox Area Office
1410 South Heaton Street
Knox, IN 46534
(574) 772-3066 Ext. 4
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA
(not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program
or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other
than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form.
To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to
USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Mention of a trade name or brand name does not constitute endorsement or recommendation by
USDA over similar products not named.
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USDA Rural Development is committed to the future of rural communities.

May 2018

