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Increasing Rural Prosperity
Through Infrastructure,
Partnerships, and Innovation

Assistant to the Secretary for
Rural Development Anne C. Hazlett

Dear Rural Partner:
From Gifford, Illinois, to Gila Bend, Arizona, rural America includes 72 percent of the Nation’s land mass and
46 million people. Beyond its vast landscape and often dispersed population, rural America is a vital part of
the economic and social fabric of our great country. Rural communities feed, power, and clothe our Nation
and the world.
With lower costs of living, an abundant resource base, and an able and willing workforce, rural places are
the center for much of our Nation’s manufacturing capacity and offer great promise for the future. Rural
America is home to many of our country’s greatest scenic attractions, top vacation destinations, and a
growing number of Americans who telecommute or operate web-based businesses, and enjoy the best of
both worlds.
With these significant assets, rural America is not a place simply waiting to be developed to resemble an
urban center. Rather, rural America is made of communities ready to build on their strengths and heritage
for an even brighter future. Under the leadership of Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, USDA Rural
Development is focused on facilitating rural prosperity and economic development in these special places
through three core priorities: infrastructure, partnerships, and innovation.
For rural communities, infrastructure is a lifeline. As today’s “digital superhighway,” broadband
“e-connectivity” is essential for enabling all Americans to be plugged into a world of opportunity. Beyond
infrastructure, partnerships are critical – from economic developers to non-profit organizations to State
and local leaders. USDA Rural Development seeks to build on existing relationships and develop new
partners to leverage investments in rural America. Innovation is also needed as rural communities
seek to be forward-focused in addressing complex challenges and embracing new opportunities. The
Rural Development Innovation Center created under Secretary Perdue’s leadership is building strategic
partnerships, identifying best practices, and conducting data analysis to ensure the agency is serving our
rural customers in the most effective way possible.
At USDA Rural Development, we envision a rural America with world-class resources, tools, and support to
build strong and economically robust communities. With over 40 different programs and field staff who live
and work in towns across the country, we stand ready to be a partner in prosperity to these special places.
Sincerely,

Anne C. Hazlett
Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development
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USDA Rural Development is
bringing communities together
as never before.
Jason Allen
State Director of Michigan

Greetings,

It was a great honor to be appointed USDA Rural Development State Director for Michigan this past
November. As one of five presidential appointees in the Great Lakes State, I am keenly aware of the great
responsibility I have to the people of rural Michigan.
As a lifelong resident of upper Michigan, I've seen first-hand how our historic small towns and communities
have struggled with declining population, economic adversity and aging infrastructure. Michigan is blessed
with so many wonderful natural resources and it is essential that we work together to confront the
challenges facing our rural areas.
USDA Rural Development is leading this effort. Our renewed emphasis on solving the core challenges of
increasing housing stock, enhancing communications, upgrading infrastructure and increasing access to
medical care - is already starting to bear fruit. Opioid addiction is a symptom, not a cause, of these other
challenges. It is no coincidence that those parts of rural Michigan that are seeing growth are precisely those
with high-speed broadband internet, robust infrastructure, modern housing and access to first-rate health
care.

My task - and our agency's task - is to reproduce those conditions on a wider basis, creating the opportunity
for long-term economic prosperity from the Porcupine Mountains to the Raisin River - and everywhere in
between. By investing wisely, leveraging our partnerships, and having the courage and creativity to seek
out new solutions, I believe we can succeed.
This report provides a brief summary of the actions we have taken to date. While the amounts of investment
are significant, they provide only a glimpse of the impact we are having. Communities are coming together
in a way I've never seen before, determined to usher in a new age of rural prosperity. It's an exciting time to
work for rural Michigan.

Sincerely,

Jason Allen
State Director of Michigan
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Infrastructure

Partnerships

The Village of Copemish is located in Manistee County,
close by the shore of Lake Michigan and its roads have
been deteriorating for years. In many places, the
original roadbed has disappeared beneath successive
layers of patching material.

Bay Mills Community College is Michigan’s first
accredited tribal college and is located in Brimley, 20
miles west of Sault Ste. Marie.

USDA Rural Development was able to help by providing
a $197,000 loan to finance a major street-paving project
to repair the worst of the problem areas, including the
economically vital business district. The result of these
improvements will be smoother, safer roads, which will
benefit residents as well as travelers passing through.

Innovation
Marysville Ethanol LLC is located in Michigan's Thumb
region and produces rougly 50 million gallons of ethanol
each year from local corn.
USDA Rural Development provided a $500,000 grant
through the Rural Energy for America Program to install
pre-condenser technology that boosts production by an
additional 500,000 gallons without requiring additional
feedstock while significantly reducing waste product and
improving air quality.
This is another example of how USDA Rural
Development is supporting innovation in rural America.
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USDA Rural Development has long-standing
partnership with BMCC, providing it with funds for
equipment for vocational training, classrooms and
additional learning opportunities. In FY 2017 USDA
provided a $7.5 million loan to finance a new
administration and classroom building. This partnership
has helped both the tribal community and local students
achieve the training they need to strengthen the rural
economy.

Michigan Rural Development Programs Fiscal Year 2017 Yearly Totals
MICHIGAN

AMOUNT

AWARD

$29,427,000

5

$0

0

$1,134,859

57

$807,000

18

Rural Economic Development Loans and Grants

$0

0

Value-Added Producer Grants

$0

0

$67,067,000

28

$0

0

Water and Waste Disposal Grants

$15,321,017

10

Telecom Loans and Grants

$12,187,060

2

Electric Direct Loans and Loan Guarantees

$47,700,000

1

Single-Family Housing Direct Loans

$38,067,521

351

$705,081,456

5,893

$2,341,741

452

$0

0

$3,088,167

4

Multi-Family Housing Loan Guarantees

$650,000

1

Farm Labor Housing Loans and Grants

$0

0

Rental Assistance

$38,071,597

10,226

Community Facilities Direct Loans

$79,750,000

19

$0

0

Community Facilities Grants

$1,954,686

73

All Other Programs

$2,023,996

535

$1,044,673,100

17,675

Business and Industry Loan Guarantees
Intermediary Relending Program
Renewable Energy Grants and Loans
Rural Development Business Grants

Water and Waste Disposal Direct Loans
Water and Waste Disposal Loan Guarantees

Single-Family Housing Loan Guarantees
Single-Family Housing Repair Loans and Grants
Single-Family Housing Self-Help Technical Assistance Grants
Multi-Family Housing Rural Rental Housing Direct Loans

Community Facilities Loan Guarantees

Michigan Total
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USDA Rural Development
Michigan Contacts

STATE OFFICE
3001 Coolidge Road, Ste 200
East Lansing, MI 48823
517-324-5190

Gladstone Area Office
2003 Minneapolis
Gladstone, MI 49837
906-428-1060 ext. 4

Sault Ste. Marie Office
2847 Ashmun
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
906-632-9611 ext. 4

Traverse City Area Office
1501 Cass Street, Ste A
Traverse City, MI 49684
231-941-0951 ext. 4

Grand Rapids Area Office
3260 Eagle Park Dr. Ste 107
Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-942-4111 ext. 6

Caro Area Office
1075 Cleaver Road
Caro, MI 48723
989-673-8173 ext. 4

Paw Paw Office
1035 E. Michigan Ave., Ste A
Paw Paw, MI 49079
269-657-7055 ext. 4

West Branch Office
240 W. Wright Street
West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-5470 ext. 4

Mason Area Office
525 N. Okemos Road, Ste B
Mason, MI 48854
517-676-4644 ext. 4

Flint Office
1525 N. Elms Road
Flint, MI 48532
810-230-8766 ext. 4
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA
(not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program
or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other
than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form.
To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to
USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Mention of a trade name or brand name does not constitute endorsement or recommendation by
USDA over similar products not named.
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USDA Rural Development is committed to the future of rural communities.

May 2018

