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  USDA Awards Grants to North Carolina Applicants to Help Rural Communities Create Jobs and Strengthen Economic Development Capacity 
 

KINGSPORT, Tenn., April 15, 2015 – Agriculture Under Secretary Lisa Mensah today announced the selection of 31 community-based organizations in 17 states and the District of Columbia for grants to help small rural communities create jobs and boost economic development. The grants are being made available through USDA Rural Development's Rural Community Development Initiative (RCDI) program. 


"These grants bring increased economic opportunities to rural residents and communities by strengthening the capacity of the regional organizations that serve them," Mensah said during a visit today to Kingsport, Tenn. "They help organizations that are experienced in economic development create more job opportunities for rural residents. RCDI grants are an important part of USDA's ongoing efforts to address rural poverty. They help boost growth in our most economically vulnerable rural communities, including towns in Appalachia and Native American reservations." 


Mensah is in Kingsport today to participate on a panel at the Appalachia Funders Network conference. Several organizations represented at the conference are among those selected for RCDI grants. Today's announcement demonstrates the importance of philanthropy and public-private partnerships. Three of the organizations selected for grants received their matching funds from foundations and/or charitable donors. 


Here in Tennessee, the Appalachian Community Federal Credit Union, based in Gray, has been selected for a $125,000 grant to help low-income rural residents build their financial literacy, learn to prepare income tax returns, and improve their capacity to plan and conduct economic development activities. In addition to attending the Appalachia Funders Network conference, Mensah also toured Rural Development investments in Tennessee. 


Rural Community Development Initiative grants support rural housing, community facilities and economic development projects. Funds may be used to develop child care facilities; provide education, technical assistance and training; conduct strategic planning, and conduct other projects that help local communities develop their capacity. Eligible grant recipients are non-profit housing and community development organizations. 


The Foundation for Appalachian Kentucky has been selected for a $250,000 grant to provide technical assistance and training for community and economic development programs in 43 impoverished counties in southeastern Kentucky. Kentucky's Mountain Association for Community Economic Development (MACED) is receiving a $250,000 technical assistance grant to help develop food systems for farmers, food banks and other groups in rural, low-income communities in central Appalachia. MACED is receiving matching funds from the Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation and other organizations. 


These RCDI grants are part of USDA's efforts to strengthen rural economies. They also support the Obama Administration's POWER+ initiative. POWER+, which stands for Partnerships for Opportunity and Workforce and Economic Revitalization, is a coordinated effort among multiple federal agencies, including USDA, to invest in coal communities, workers and technology. POWER+'s goal is to target federal economic and workforce development programs and resources to help communities negatively impacted by changes in the coal industry and power sector. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]In North Carolina, the NC Rural Economic Development Center is receiving a $250,000 grant to support the state’s Small Towns Economic Prosperity project and help eight small rural towns build their economic development capacity through coaching, technical assistance, leadership training and strategic planning. The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Office of Sponsored Research is receiving a $149,566 grant to help rural town administrators in the southeast U.S. create sustainable energy efficiency programs.

USDA is awarding $6.3 million in grants for 31 projects in today's announcement. Funding is contingent upon the recipients meeting the terms of their grant agreements. View the list of recipients. 


Seven states, including North Carolina, receiving support through this announcement are part of USDA's StrikeForce for Rural Growth and Opportunity initiative, which coordinates USDA assistance in the Nation's most economically challenged rural areas. Through StrikeForce, USDA works with community partners to feed kids, assist farmers, secure safe homes, conserve natural resources and create jobs. USDA StrikeForce teams are working with more than 500 community partners to address rural poverty in more than 800 counties in 21 states and Puerto Rico. 


President Obama's historic investments in rural America have made our rural communities stronger. Under his leadership, these investments in housing, community facilities, businesses and infrastructure have empowered rural America to continue leading the way – strengthening America's economy, small towns and rural communities. For more information about Rural Development programs in North Carolina, visit www.rd.usda.gov/nc.


#
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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