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Natural Gas Reduces
Fuel Bills for Small
Pennsylvania
Borough

Outline Of Need:

Historic New Bethlehem Borough, a charming
community nestled among tree-covered hills along
the Redbank Creek in Southern Clarion County,
needed a solution to rising fuel prices for their
gasoline powered police vehicles. In addition to
serving the residents of New Behelehem, the
small Pennsylvania Borough also provides police and
fire service to the Redbank Valley community.

How Rural Development Helped:

Rural Development was able to assist the Borough
by providing a $7,015 Community Facilities grant to
convert two police vehicles to run on natural gas, an
abundant resource in the area.

Pennsylvania—Community Facilities

Alternative Energy

New Bethlehem Borough’s Dodge Charger and Ford
Explorer Police Vehicles will be converted to run on
natural gas.

Fast Facts

Program: Community Facilities

Investment: $7,015 grant

Congressional District: PA-3

Partners: $7,015—Borrower

Demographics: 989 residents

Population of New Bethlehem Borough

Impact: Natural gas powered police vehicles will provide an
economical, affordable, and environmentally friendly solution
to the Borough'’s rising fuel cost dilemma.

The Results:

By converting the two police vehicles to natural gas,
the Borough will experience a significant savings in
fuel costs.

In addition, when converted to natural gas, the police
vehicles will have a higher octane rating, be more
fuel efficient, and have lower operating costs (natural
gas costs about 1/3 less than gasoline and about 50%
less than diesel). This will save the Borough and
taxpayers money. The police vehicles will also be
more environmentally friendly, producing fewer
emissions and less carbon than gasoline.

To gear up for the conversion, New Bethlehem
Borough plans to install a natural gas fuel pump in

its garage to keep the police vehicles ready to roll.
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