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The Rural Utilities Service (RUS) encourages all its stakeholders to consider best practices of
“Dig Once” policies. Construction costs can be lowered when local infrastructure projects
are coordinated to allow conduit for broadband to be placed alongside water, electric, and
other projects. RUS Programs support intelligent and efficient planning around
infrastructure investments. Such action includes allowing excavation to occur once for
multiple utility construction purposes thereby reducing costs.

RUS supports all collaboration efforts that promote accelerating utility construction
investments in rural communities at reduced costs.

This policy also supports the recommendations included in the August 2015 Broadband
Opportunity Council report.

1400 Independence Ave. SW Washington, D.C. 20250-0700
Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov

Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



