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Increasing Rural Prosperity
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Partnerships, and Innovation

Assistant to the Secretary for
Rural Development Anne C. Hazlett

Dear Rural Partner:

From Gifford, lllinois, to Gila Bend, Arizona, rural America includes 72 percent of the Nation’s land mass and
46 million people. Beyond its vast landscape and often dispersed population, rural America is a vital part of
the economic and social fabric of our great country. Rural communities feed, power, and clothe our Nation
and the world.

With lower costs of living, an abundant resource base, and an able and willing workforce, rural places are
the center for much of our Nation’s manufacturing capacity and offer great promise for the future. Rural
America is home to many of our country’s greatest scenic attractions, top vacation destinations, and a
growing number of Americans who telecommute or operate web-based businesses, and enjoy the best of
both worlds.

With these significant assets, rural America is not a place simply waiting to be developed to resemble an
urban center. Rather, rural America is made of communities ready to build on their strengths and heritage
for an even brighter future. Under the leadership of Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, USDA Rural
Development is focused on facilitating rural prosperity and economic development in these special places
through three core priorities: infrastructure, partnerships, and innovation.

For rural communities, infrastructure is a lifeline. As today’s “digital superhighway,” broadband
“e-connectivity” is essential for enabling all Americans to be plugged into a world of opportunity. Beyond
infrastructure, partnerships are critical — from economic developers to non-profit organizations to State
and local leaders. USDA Rural Development seeks to build on existing relationships and develop new
partners to leverage investments in rural America. Innovation is also needed as rural communities

seek to be forward-focused in addressing complex challenges and embracing new opportunities. The
Rural Development Innovation Center created under Secretary Perdue’s leadership is building strategic
partnerships, identifying best practices, and conducting data analysis to ensure the agency is serving our
rural customers in the most effective way possible.

At USDA Rural Development, we envision a rural America with world-class resources, tools, and support to
build strong and economically robust communities. With over 40 different programs and field staff who live
and work in towns across the country, we stand ready to be a partner in prosperity to these special places.

Sincerely,

(s Haplle

Anne C. Hazlett
Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development
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We are proud to partner with
you via our portfolio of over
40 different loan and grant

- rograms.
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Julie Gross
State Director of South Dakota

Dear Rural South Dakota Partner:

Thank you for your interest in the 2017 Rural Development Performance Report. Employees in South
Dakota work diligently to make a difference in our state by carrying out the mission of Rural Development
which is building communities from the ground up.

In South Dakota we are fortunate to have a thriving state, but we also face challenges such as affordable
housing, workforce, access to healthcare, the need for infrastructure improvements including increased
broadband access and clean water. The growing opioid epidemic is also a problem for rural communities.
These challenges are not unique to South Dakota and cannot be tackled alone. We are proud to partner
with you via our portfolio of over 40 different loan and grant programs we administer.

Every day, | see firsthand the tremendous difference USDA has made over the decades by investing in rural
South Dakota. During fiscal year 2017, Rural Development delivered over $466 million of investment in
South Dakota. This is a testimony to the people, productivity and ingenuity that inspires us all. It is a result
of strong partnerships with local and state leaders which are essential to delivering our programs.

In addition, USDA began to address statutory changes, regulatory relief and cultural shifts to improve the
way the Federal government serves its citizens. This approach is consistent with U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Sonny Perdue’s priorities — infrastructure, partnerships and innovation. Together, we can ensure
USDA investments will create jobs, expand economic opportunities and help ensure rural communities
continue to be great places to live, work, start a business and raise a family.

These are exciting times. It is an honor to serve in this capacity and be given the opportunity to work with

partners across the state and nation to boost rural prosperity in South Dakota. | look forward to doing my
part to ensure our great state continues to prosper and thrive.

Sincerely,

Julie Gross
State Director of South Dakota
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USDA Rural Development assisted Southeastern
Electric Cooperative, Inc. in Marion, SD with a $47.2
million loan. The utility will build 180 new miles of line
and improve 394 miles to provide reliable, affordable
electricity to 343,213 residential and business
consumers. The loan includes $521,944 for smart grid
technologies.

Lake Region Electric Association in Webster received a
$8.8 million USDA loan. The utility will build or improve

203 miles of line and make other system improvements.
The loan includes $118,900 for smart grid technologies.

((i)> Innovation

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative in Wall,
SD received a $59.3 million loan to make system
improvements in 46 out of the total 57 exchanges.
These enhancements will improve services and provide
subscribers voice, video, and higher broadband speeds.

Avera Health in Sioux Falls, SD received a Distance
Learning and Telemedicine grant of $484,271 to help
implement a rural telehealth project to enhance labor,
delivery, and post-partum services for mothers and their
babies. This project will greatly improve labor and
delivery services in rural hospitals by making highly
specialized and dedicated specialists available
whenever they are needed.
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For nearly 40 years, Horizon Health Care, Inc.’s
growing number of health centers have been delivering
medical, dental, and mental health care services to
people living in rural, medically underserved
communities. At the heart of Horizon’s robust network is
its telemedicine program, which originally facilitated
psychiatric care. In response to the rising demand for
mental health specialists, Horizon has been adding
advanced practice providers to the network.

Within the last two decades, Horizon has relied on
USDA'’s Distance Learning and Telemedicine grants.



South Dakota Rural Development Programs Fiscal Year 2017 Yearly Totals

SOUTH DAKOTA AMOUNT AWARD
Business and Industry Loan Guarantees $0 0
Intermediary Relending Program $4,308,308 6
Renewable Energy Grants and Loans $503,228 22
Rural Development Business Grants $498,183

Rural Economic Development Loans and Grants $6,184,237 10
Value-Added Producer Grants $0

Water and Waste Disposal Direct Loans $19,678,000

Water and Waste Disposal Loan Guarantees $0

Water and Waste Disposal Grants $12,573,500 10
Telecom Loans and Grants $108,663,904

Electric Direct Loans and Loan Guarantees $89,623,000 6
Single-Family Housing Direct Loans $10,198,392 77
Single-Family Housing Loan Guarantees $181,400,371 1,308
Single-Family Housing Repair Loans and Grants $317,724 45
Single-Family Housing Self-Help Technical Assistance Grants $718,887 2
Multi-Family Housing Rural Rental Housing Direct Loans $1,709,289 6
Multi-Family Housing Loan Guarantees $0 0
Farm Labor Housing Loans and Grants $0 0
Rental Assistance $18,641,137 4,214
Community Facilities Direct Loans $8,511,200 12
Community Facilities Loan Guarantees $0 0
Community Facilities Grants $1,088,456 18
All Other Programs $1,875,689 430

South Dakota Total $466,493,505 6,186



USDA Rural Development
South Dakota Contacts
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STATE OFFICE

200 4th Street SW, Room 210
Huron, SD 57350

Phone 605-352-1100

Pierre Area Office

1717 N. Lincoln Ave. Ste. 102
Pierre, SD 57501

Phone 605-224-8870, Ext. 4

Watertown Area Office
1720 4th Street NE, Ste. 2
Watertown, SD 57201
Phone 605-886-8202, Ext. 4

Aberdeen Area Office

524 Enterprise Street S, Ste. 100
Aberdeen, SD 57401

Phone 605-226-3360, Ext. 4

Rapid City Area Office
414 East Stumer Road, Ste. 200
Rapid City, SD 57701

Phone 605-342-0301, Ext. 4

Yankton Area Office
2914 Broadway

Yankton, SD 57078

Phone 605-665-2662, Ext. 4
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Mitchell Area Office
1820 North Kimball, Ste. C
Mitchell, SD 57301

Phone 605-996-1564, Ext. 4

Sioux Falls Area Office
2408 East Benson Road
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Phone 605-330-4515, Ext. 4



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA
(not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program

or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or
USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other
than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint _filing cust.html and at any USDA office or
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form.

To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to
USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Mention of a trade name or brand name does not constitute endorsement or recommendation by
USDA over similar products not named.


https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov?subject=Complaint%20Form

USDA Rural Development is committed to the future of rural communities.

US DA United States

———— Department of
_ Agriculture www.rd.usda.gov/sd
Follow us on Twitter
RD_SouthDak
Rural Development @RD_SouthDakota

May 2018
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