Homeownership becomes reality for 21-year old single mom

It’s early on February 4th 2014 in Deming, New Mexico and as the sun shines brightly through the windows of then 21-year old Marianna Wheeler’s new home she is busy getting her three year old son Gilbert Valencia and her home ready for the guests that will be knocking at her door in about an hour.[image: ]


Still excited about moving into her house four days earlier she is now getting ready for the first of many get-togethers that will happen in her new home, including the yet to be planned Christmas gathering in December.

Ms. Wheeler says she never thought this day would ever come because it took five months to qualify and seven months to build the home.  But now it seems like it was just yesterday that Ms. Wheeler along with Ms. Yvonne Marquez another single mom were honored in June of 2013 during a National Homeownership month event where they broke ground for their new homes. Each of the women qualified for a home mortgage through USDA Rural Development’s Direct Home Loan program. Ms. Marianna Wheeler and her three year old son Gilbert Valencia show their new home to USDA Rural Development State Director Terry Brunner (center) and USDA Rural Development area director Clyde Hudson.


Now just a few days after moving into the new 1300 square foot home, Ms. Wheeler is being honored once again as USDA Rural Development Deputy Under Secretary Doug O’Brien and USDA Rural Development State Director Terry Brunner participate in a house warming celebrating the young mom’s dream to become a homeowner.

The visit was part of a whirlwind tour which highlighted southern New Mexico projects including a meeting with Luna County administrators to talk about their recent Promise Zone application and a visit to the Berino Colonia where the deputy under-secretary was given a firsthand look at the problems facing those that live in many of the Colonias that run along the U.S.- Mexican border. 

But, during this trip the house warming was the best opportunity to see the end result of USDA Rural Development and its partners and the hard work by an applicant to become a first time homeowner. 

When asked what it was like to become a homeowner? Wheeler said, “I never dreamed when I started the process a year ago what I would have to do to become a homeowner. It’s a lot of work, but it’s worth it.”  At the time she was 20-years old, the single mother of a two year old and working at a fast food restaurant as an assistant manager when the home buying process began.  

Ms. Wheeler underwent the homebuyer counseling sessions with the Southwest Regional Housing and Community Development Corporation, which included helping her get a better credit score and the home loan application with USDA Rural Development.  Then after being approved the soon to be homeowner had numerous meetings with the contractor to pick the colors for the walls, the carpet and the style of the kitchen cabinets.

[bookmark: _GoBack]And, even though the process seemed daunting Ms. Wheeler credits her mother, Mary Wheeler who instilled the will to become a home owner.  “My mom always told me, ‘The best investment you can make is owning a house.’”  Wheeler added, “I’m glad I took my mom’s advice.” 
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