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Small Town to get Big Boost from USDA Grant 
 

Blog by JC Sherman, Arizona State Director 
 
Springerville, Arizona, population 1,961, sits over a mile high in the beautiful 
White Mountains near the New Mexico border.  
 
For a small town, Springerville has several unique claims to fame: it’s 
surrounded by 400 volcanoes making it one of the largest volcanic fields in 
the continental U.S.; it’s home to Casa Malpais, an Anasazi archeological site 
featuring a Great Kiva, a solar calendar and a 60-room pueblo built in 1260; and it’s 
the home of Arizona’s the Madonna of the Trail Monument.  
 
Today Springerville can boast of another accomplishment—an upgraded state-of-
the-art hospital to serve the people of the town and surrounding communities.  
 
USDA Rural Development recently approved a grant of $108,700 to White Mountain 
Communities Hospital. The funds will be used to modernize and upgrade the 
hospital’s diagnostics and to replace medical equipment in the operating room that 
has outlived their useful life. The hospital will purchase two new sterilizers, a new 
stretcher, and a new ultrasound machine. 
 
This equipment is critical to maintain the high quality level of care for the area’s only 
surgical center. 
 
The project addresses the health and safety of the people in the area for both 
diagnostic and surgical care.  
 
Springerville is located in Apache County, a designated Persistent Poverty county in 
Arizona. 
 
The total cost of the project is $209,618. The hospital is contributing the other 
$100,918. 
 
USDA Rural Development has made health care a priority and, I’m pleased to say, 
here in Arizona we have funded dozens and dozens of hospitals, clinics, 
ambulances, care centers, behavioral health centers, and equipment upgrades.  
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