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Species Search Results for 'Galveston'

Taxon Common Name Scientific Name Federal Status State Status County Range

Birds Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii View Map 

Birds Sprague's Pipit Anthus spragueii C View Map 

Birds White-tailed Hawk Buteo albicaudatus T View Map 

Birds Snowy Plover Charadrius alexandrinus View Map 

Birds Southeastern Snowy Plover Charadrius alexandrinus tenuirostris View Map 

Birds Piping Plover Charadrius melodus LT T View Map 

Birds Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus View Map 

Birds Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens T View Map 

Birds Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus DL T View Map 

Birds American Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus anatum DL T View Map 

Birds Arctic Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus tundrius DL View Map 

Birds Whooping Crane Grus americana LE E View Map 

Birds Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus DL T View Map 

Birds Black Rail Laterallus jamaicensis View Map 

Birds Wood Stork Mycteria americana T View Map 

Birds Eskimo Curlew Numenius borealis LE E View Map 

Birds Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis DL E View Map 

Birds White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi T View Map 

Birds Attwater's Greater Prairie-Chicken Tympanuchus cupido attwateri LE E View Map 

Fishes American eel Anguilla rostrata View Map 

Fishes Smalltooth sawfish Pristis pectinata LE E View Map 

Mammals Red wolf Canis rufus LE E View Map 

Mammals Plains spotted skunk Spilogale putorius interrupta View Map 

Mammals West Indian manatee Trichechus manatus LE E View Map 

Mammals Louisiana black bear Ursus americanus luteolus LT T View Map 

Plants Texas windmill-grass Chloris texensis View Map 

Plants Coastal gay-feather Liatris bracteata View Map 

Plants Grand Prairie evening primrose Oenothera pilosella ssp sessilis View Map 

Plants Correll's false dragon-head Physostegia correllii View Map 

Plants Houston daisy Rayjacksonia aurea View Map 

Plants Threeflower broomweed Thurovia triflora View Map 

Reptiles Loggerhead sea turtle Caretta caretta LT T View Map 

Reptiles Green sea turtle Chelonia mydas LT T View Map 

Reptiles Timber/Canebrake rattlesnake Crotalus horridus T View Map 
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 GALVESTON COUNTY   
 BIRDS Federal Status State S

American Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus anatum DL T

year-round resident and local breeder in west Texas, nests in tall cliff eyries; also, migrant across state
more northern breeding areas in US and Canada, winters along coast and farther south; occupies wide
range of habitats during migration, including urban, concentrations along coast and barrier islands; low
altitude migrant, stopovers at leading landscape edges such as lake shores, coastlines, and barrier islan

Arctic Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus tundrius DL  

migrant throughout state from subspecies’ far northern breeding range, winters along coast and farther
south; occupies wide range of habitats during migration, including urban, concentrations along coast a
barrier islands; low-altitude migrant, stopovers at leading landscape edges such as lake shores, coastlin
and barrier islands.

Attwater's Greater Prairie-
Chicken

Tympanuchus cupido attwateri LE E

this county within historic range; endemic; open prairies of mostly thick grass one to three feet tall; fro
near sea level to 200 feet along coastal plain on upper two-thirds of Texas coast; males form commun
display flocks during late winter-early spring; booming grounds important; breeding February-July 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus DL T

found primarily near rivers and large lakes; nests in tall trees or on cliffs near water; communally roos
especially in winter; hunts live prey, scavenges, and pirates food from other birds 

Black Rail Laterallus jamaicensis   

salt, brackish, and freshwater marshes, pond borders, wet meadows, and grassy swamps; nests in or al
edge of marsh, sometimes on damp ground, but usually on mat of previous year's dead grasses; nest u
hidden in marsh grass or at base of Salicornia 

Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis DL E

largely coastal and near shore areas, where it roosts and nests on islands and spoil banks

Eskimo Curlew Numenius borealis LE E

historic; nonbreeding: grasslands, pastures, plowed fields, and less frequently, marshes and mudflats

Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii   

wintering individuals (not flocks) found in weedy fields or cut-over areas where lots of bunch grasses 
along with vines and brambles; a key component is bare ground for running/walking

Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus   

breeding: nests on high plains or shortgrass prairie on ground in shallow depression; nonbreeding:
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United States Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development 

Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Program Support Staff 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Stop 0761, Room 6900 
Washington, DC 20250 

 

 
Committed to the future of rural communities. 

 
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.” 

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and  
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). 

August 1, 2011 
 
 
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
Clear Lake ESFO 
17629 El Camino Real, Ste. 211 
Houston, TX 77058 
 
Attention:  Ms. Edith Erfling 
 
Re:  Section 7 Review of TerraFuels Biorefinery 

U. S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Business-Cooperative Service 
 Alvin, Galveston County, TX 
 Letter of No Effect 
 
Dear Ms. Erfling, 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS) requests 
a letter of concurrence from the USFWS with respect to our determination of “no effect” 
for federally listed threatened and endangered species that occur within the project area 
for the TerraFuelsBiorefinery proposed in Galveston County, Texas.  This request is 
made under the requirements of Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.    
 
Project Description 
RBS is reviewing an application from TerraFuels LLC for federal funding of a 
commercial scale biorefinery which proposes to convert solid waste to green gasoline.  
The funding would allow TerraFuels to construct and operate the facility and related 
infrastructure, including a proposed approximate 5.5-mile long hydrogen gas pipe line, 
935-foot long natural gas line, 270-foot long electrical connection, and 1,675-foot long 
proposed potable water line, to be located on a 31-acre parcel adjacent and south of the 
Coastal Plains Recycling and Disposal Facility east of Alvin, TX.   The approximate 
center of the subject property is located at Latitude 29° 25’8” N and Longitude 95°11’30 
W (Attachment 1).  An aerial photograph outlining each of the proposed utility corridors 
is located in Attachment 2.  Attachment 3 and 4 provide additional detail for the 
hydrogen gas pipeline. 
 
NEPA Process 
RBS is in the process of preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) on the project 
which includes an analysis of potential impacts to threatened and endangered species on 
the site and affected area.     
 



TerraFuels - Determination of No Effect 
August 1, 2011 
Page 2 
 
On May 5, 2011, Westar Trade Resources submitted to your office results of a March 22, 
2011 species survey completed by Freese and Nichols which concluded that no species, 
potential habitat, or designated critical habitat was observed within the 10 acres proposed 
for development for the property (Attachment 5).  While the project proposes to construct 
within this same area, this letter of determination includes the entire 31-acre site as well 
as the required utility corridors which were not submitted previously.  As shown in 
Attachment 5, the utility corridors which will traverse portions of the 31 acre site and 
other areas adjacent to the site are either previously disturbed due to existing utility 
rights-of-way or are located in areas that have not been associated with critical habitats. 
 
Please review this finding of effect pursuant to 36 CFR Section 800.5(c) and provide 
RBS with your response within 30 days from receipt of this letter.  Please feel free to 
contact me with any comments or questions at juliet.bochicchio@wdc.usda.gov  or at 
202.205.8242.  Sincerely,  

 
Juliet Bochicchio 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Program Support Staff 
 
   
 
Attachments:   1) USGS Quadrangle Location Map of 31 acre site.  
  2) Aerial Photograph of associated utility corridors. 
  3) Hydrogen Gas 5.5 mile Utility proposed ROW. 
  4) Written description of Hydrogen Gas Utility proposed ROW. 
  5) Threatened and Endangered Species Survey Report.  
  
 
 
 



This page contains proprietary information that TerraFuels and Terrabon request not to be released to persons
outside the Government, except for purposes for review and evaluation under obligation of confidentiality .
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Bryan W. Shaw, Ph.D., Chairman 
Buddy Garcia, Commissioner 
Carlos Rubinstein, Commissioner 
Mark R. Vickery, P.G., Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   www.tceq.state.tx.us 

How is our customer service?     www.tceq.state.tx.us/goto/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

August 24, 2011 

Ms. Annie Eberhart Goode 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
1400 Independence Ave. S.W. 
Washington, DC  20250-0700 
 
Re: TCEQ Grant and Texas Review and Comment System (TRACS) #2011-319, Galveston 

 County - Re: USDA Review of proposed Biorefinery – Terrafuels, LLC 

Dear Ms. Eberhart Goode: 
 
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has reviewed the above-referenced project and 
offers following comments: 
 
A review of the project for General Conformity impact in accordance with 40 CFR Part 93 and Title 30, 
Texas Administrative Code § 101.30 indicates that the proposed project is located in Galveston County, 
which is currently classified as a severe ozone nonattainment area.  Therefore, General Conformity rules 
apply.   
 
The two criteria pollutants of concern as precursors to ozone formation are volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NOx).  An increase of 25 tons per year for VOCs or NOx, resulting from the 
proposed project, could trigger general conformity analysis.  However, the emissions from the proposed 
project are expected to be well below the 25 tons per year significance level.  Therefore, a general 
conformity analysis will not be required. 
 
Although any demolition, construction, rehabilitation or repair project will produce dust and particulate 
emissions, these actions should pose no significant impact upon air quality standards.  Any minimal dust 
and particulate emissions should be easily controlled by the construction contractors using standard dust 
mitigation techniques. 
 
We do not anticipate significant long term environmental impacts from this project as long as 
construction and waste disposal activities associated with it are completed in accordance with applicable 
local, state, and federal environmental permits and regulations.  We recommend that the applicant take 
necessary steps to insure that best management practices are utilized to control runoff from construction 
sites to prevent detrimental impact to surface and ground water. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review this project.  If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Janie 
Roman at (512) 239-0604 or janie.roman@tceq.texas.gov 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Jim Harrison, Director 
Intergovernmental Relations Division  



From:                                         Charles Maguire [Charles.Maguire@tceq.texas.gov] 
Sent:                                           Thursday, August 04, 2011 8:08 AM 
To:                                               Goode, Annie ‐ Washinton, DC 
Subject:                                     Re: TerraFuels Biorefinery proposal 
  

Annie 
We do not have comments at this time. 
Wastewater - Based on this information it appears that there will be no process wastewater 
generated and any recovered water will be reused in the process.  Therefore it is not likely that 
an individual TPDES permit will be needed.   
404/401 permit and certification - From the info provided a site survey determined that 
there are not likely to be jurisdictional wetlands present.   
Storm Water - TerraFuels will likely need to obtain coverage under the Construction Storm 
Water GP and MSGP.   
If you have questions about permit requirements once you have moved past the preliminary 
stage you are welcome to make contact with us. 
Thanks 
Charles 
 
>>> On 8/2/2011 at 2:15 PM, in message 
<E620532CB69DED4DB61BF1B0B688253D02812D@001FSN2MPN1-
026.001f.mgd2.msft.net>, "Goode, Annie - Washinton, DC" <Annie.Goode@wdc.usda.gov> 
wrote: 

  
  
Dear Mr. Maguire: 
  
USDA/Rural Development is considering a proposal for a loan guarantee on behalf of TerraFuels, LLC for a 
biorefinery project in Alvin, TX.  We are conducting an environmental assessment of this proposal, pursuant 
to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  Your agency is likely to receive permit applications in the 
future, and we appreciate any comments you may have at this time. 
  
Please find attached a preliminary notice of USDA/Rural Development's review of this proposal, along with 
an executive summary of the proposal and several site maps (hard copy to follow by mail).  Please provide 
any comments you may have on potential air quality impacts of this project within 30 days.   
  
Do not hesitate to contact me or Juliet Bochicchio (202.205.8242) for any additional information that you 
may need. 
  
Thanks very much, 
  

Annie 
  

Annie Eberhart Goode | Environmental Protection Specialist 

Rural Development 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

1400 Independence Ave., S.W. | Washington, D.C. 20250 

Phone: 202.720.9653 | Fax: 202.690.4335 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ 
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"Committed to the future of rural communities" 
"Estamos dedicados al futuro de las comunidades rurales" 
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