
USDA is celebrating its 16th 
annual National Farmers 
Market  Week (August 2 -8) 

as a way of keeping the reality 
of hunger for struggling families 
in our country on the national 
agenda.  

National Farmers Market Week 
celebrates the contributions 
that local farm families make 
to the economy, their com-
munities and the many ways 
they improve access to 
fresh, healthy, locally grown food for everyone.

This year it’s easier than ever to meet your 
farmers. USDA’s online Local Food Directories 
help you locate farmers markets and farms 
near you including 8,400 farmers markets, 
1300 on-farm markets, 660 CSAs, and 150 
food hubs nation-wide. See them all at www.
usdalocalfooddirectories.com.

Demand for local food continues to grow. In 
fact, according to a recent report, local food 

sales by farmers grew to as much as  $11.7 
billion in 2014, up from about $6.1 billion in 
2012 (sources: Packaged Facts and USDA’s 
Economic Research Service (ERS) report 
respectively)
 
USDA research confirms the local food sector 
continues to mature with more farmers partic-
ipating in food hubs, selling to major grocery 
stores, and benefiting from interest in the 
Farm-to-Fork movement by selling direct to 
restaurants and schools. 

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack said it 
best when he signed the 16th annual Farmers 
Market Week proclamation saying, “Farmers 
Markets play a key role in developing local and 
regional food systems that support farmers and 
help grow rural economies. They bring people 
together, connecting rural and urban com-
munities and providing Americans with fresh, 
healthy food.”

Mario Villanueva, Washington State Director

News Briefs
Community Development 

Initiative Grant (RCDI)

August 18 is the application 
deadline for the Community 
Development Initiative Grant 
(RCDI) program. More in-
formation is available in the 
Federal Register. 

Community Programs
Funding Available

Currently in Washington State, 
funding for all of USDA Rural De-
velopment’s Water & Enivronmental 
Programs (WEP) and Community 
Facilities (CF) Programs. 

WEP provides  funding for clean 
and reliable drinking water systems, 
sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary 
solid waste disposal, and storm 
water drainage to households and 
businesses in eligible rural areas.

USDA’s CF Programs provide 
loans, grants and loan guarantees 
for essential community facilities 
in rural areas. Priority is given to 
health care, education and public 
safety projects. 

Typical projects are hospitals, 
health clinics, schools, fire houses, 
community centers, first responder 
vehicles and equipment and many 
other community-based initiatives.

For more information, ppppleplease 
contact Peter McMillin at 
peter.mcmillin@wa.usda.gov. 
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USDA announced the availability 
of loans to build broadband in 
rural areas, along with changes 
to the program required by the 
2014 Farm Bill.

“USDA is committed to providing 
broadband to rural areas,” said 
Agriculture Secretary Thomas 
Vilsack. “Broadband is as vital 
as electricity was 80 years ago. 
Since 2009, USDA investments 
have delivered broadband ser-
vice to 1.5 million households, 
businesses, schools, libraries 
and community facilities. But our 
work is not done. With program 
improvements and available 
funding made possible by the 
Farm Bill, we can continue our 
work to make broadband more 
accessible to those who live and 
work in rural areas.”

In a rule published on page 
45397 of the July 30 Federal 
Register, USDA is establishing 
two funding cycles to review and 

prioritize applications for the Ru-
ral Broadband Access Loan and 
Loan Guarantee program. USDA 
also is setting a minimum level 
of acceptable broadband service 
at 4 megabits downstream and 1 
megabit upstream. USDA urges 
applicants to design systems 

that allow for 25 megabits 
downstream and 3 megabits 
upstream to meet future needs. 
USDA is accepting comments 
on these changes through Sep-
tember 28.

Continued Next Page

Funding Available for Farm Bill Broadband Loan Program

USDA is establishing two funding cycles to review and prioritize applications for the Rural Broad-
band Access Loan and Loan Guarantee program.



Have you ever wondered 
if you or a client you are 

working with, might qualify for 
a USDA Rural Development 
loan, but you don’t want to 
fill out the entire 10 page ap-
plication?  There are several 
ways to determine eligibility 
for the 502 Direct and Guar-
anteed Programs:

If you want to know, based on 
income, which program may 
be best for you, please visit 
the eligibility website:   http://
eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/
eligibility/welcomeAction.do  
and Select “income eligi-
bility, Single Family Hous-
ing”.  From there you will be 
prompted to enter information 
about the household size, 
income received, etc.  Once 
basic information is entered, 
the final screen will tell you if 
your income is eligible for the 
502 Direct or 502 Guaran-
teed programs.  

For very low to low income 

households, the Direct 
program is likely the best fit, 
and you have two options:  
you can request a prequal  or 
submit a complete applica-
tion.  A prequal uses unveri-
fied information presented by 
you, as well as an infile credit 
report to determine if you are 
potentially eligible and for 
an estimated amount.  This 
gives you good information 
to determine if you want to 
submit the complete applica-
tion.  Once you decide you 
want to submit a complete 
application, there are a series 
of forms you will out to get 
the process started.  In either 
case, you would work with 
the office who serves your 
area.  

For low to moderate income 
households, the Guaranteed 
program is the first place 
to apply.  Information about 
the program, including a 
list of nationally approved 
lenders can be located 

at:  http://www.rd.usda.
gov/programs-services/
single-family-housing-guar-
anteed-loan-program  Simply 
select a lender, and ask to 
discuss their application 
process (which may vary by 
lender), then apply with the 
lender and they will process 
your application.

Rural Development offers a 
variety of programs to assist 
you with affordable home 
ownership options and we 
look forward to assisting you!
For additional information 
about Rural Development 
programs, please visit our 
website at: 
 http://www.rd.usda.gov/wa 

To determine if you or your 
property may be eligible for 
Rural Development SFH 
programs, please visit the 
eligibility website at: http://
eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/
eligibility/welcomeAction.do.
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Single Family Housing (SFH) Program Update

SFH Contacts

Mount Vernon - (360) 428-4322, Ext 4.  (Is-
land, King, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish 
and Whatcom counties)

Port Angeles – (360) 452-8994 (Clallam, 
Jefferson, & Kitsap counties)

Olympia - (360) 704-7760 (Clark, Cowlitz, 
Grays Harbor, Lewis, Mason, Pacific, 
Pierce, Thurston, & Wahkiakum counties)

Wenatchee – (509) 663-4019  (Chelan, 
Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Lincoln, Okanogan, 
Pend O’Reille, Stevens and Spokane 
counties)

Yakima – (509) 454-5740 (Adams, Asotin, 
Benton, Columbia, Franklin, Garfield, 
Kittitas, Klickitat, Skamania, Walla Walla, 
Whitman, Yakima counties)

Funding Available Home Repair Program 

Continued from Page 1

To be eligible for funding, an 
applicant must serve an area 
where at least 15 percent of the 
households are unserved. Appli-
cations with the most unserved 
households will be processed 
first.

The maximum loan amount is 
$20 million. Applications will be 
accepted through September 30, 
2015. For more information, see 
page 45504 of the July 30 Feder-
al Register.

The 2014 Farm Bill builds on 
historic economic gains in rural 
America over the previous five 
years while achieving meaningful 
reform and billions of dollars in 
savings for taxpayers. 

USDA has made significant 
progress to implement each 
provision of this critical legisla-
tion, including providing disaster 
relief to farmers and ranchers; 
strengthening risk manage-
ment tools; expanding access 
to rural credit; funding critical 
research; establishing innova-
tive public-private conservation 
partnerships; developing new 
markets for rural-made products; 
and investing in infrastructure, 
housing and community facilities 
to help improve the quality of life 
in rural areas.

For more information:

Eastern Washington
Joe Bradley

joe.bradley@wdc.usda.gov

Western Washington
Steve Coyner

steve.coyner@wdc.usda.gov

2014 Annual Report

USDA Rural Development’s 
Section 504 Home Repair 

program provides loans 
to very-low-income home-
owners to repair, improve 
or modernize their homes 
or grants to elderly very-
low-income homeowners to 
remove health and safety 
hazards.

The program is available to 
homeowners who occupy 
the hous and you must be 
unable to obtain affordable 
credit elsewhere and have 
a family income below 50 
percent of the area median 
income.  Grants are available 
to rural seniors who are  62 
or older and not be able to 
repay a repair loan.

Loans may be used to 
repair, improve or modern-
ize homes or remove health 
and safety hazards (grants 
must be used to remove 
health and safety hazards). 
Home loans are available 
year round as long as fund-
ing is available.

Helping people stay in their 
own home and keep it in 
good repair helps families 
and their communities. 
Homeownership helps 
families and individuals 
build savings over time. It 
strengthens communities 
and helps many kinds of 
businesses that support the 
local economy.

IACC Now On Facebook; Twitter 
The Infrastructure Assistance Coordinating Council - IACC of 
Washington State, is now on Facebook and Twitter. IACC’s 
purpose is to improve the delivery of infrastructure assistance, 
both financial and technical, to local governments and tribes 
in Washington State.  You can find them on the web at http://
www.infrafunding.wa.gov/index.html.


