News Briefs

SFH Funding Update

Federal lawmakers passed a
continuing resolution (CR) fund-
ing the government through Dec.
11, 2015 at fiscal year (FY) 2015
level. Funding is available in all
programs. There are currently no
backlogs for GRH applications or
closings.

Electric Loan Awarded
USDA Rural Development award-
ed Orcas Power & Light Cooper-
ative with a $17.1 million Electric
Loan to help upgrade three miles
of line. The USDA's Electric
Program makes loans and loan
guarantees to non-profit and coop-
erative associations, public bodies
and other utilities, primarily for
electric distribution in rural areas.

Feds Feeds Families
USDA completed its 2015 Feds
Feed Families Campaign in No-
vember. Launched in 2009 as part
of President Obama’s United We
Serve campaign, Feds Feed Fam-
ilies was designed to help food
banks and pantries stay stocked
during summer months when
they traditionally see a decrease
in donations and an increase in
need. This year alone, more than
17.9 million pounds were donated
and provided to food banks and
pantries. Since 2009, through
the amazing generosity of federal
employees, the food drive has col-
lected nearly 57 million pounds of
food for those in need.
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Partners for Rural Washington Established

SDA Rural Development

continues to partner with
the stakeholders, partners
and communities, across the
state and country to create
greater economic impact and §
improved quality of life for
people living in rural Wash-
ington.

State Director
Mario Villanueva

What | am happy to report
is that we recently took
another important step of
building a better future for rural residents when
earlier this month we helped stand up a new
organization - Partners for Rural Washington
(PRWA), who like us, is committed to the future
of rural Washington.

PRWA is a nonpartisan, non-profit organization
composed of representatives from various

levels of government, community, regional and
nonprofit organizations, and the private sector.
Their goal is to create a positive climate for the
genuine advancement of rural priority policy
issues, collaboration, best practices, attraction
of resources and building of rural leadership
capacity.

It has taken a long time for us to get here, but
through hard work and determination on the
part of many, PRWA will join us to help Wash-
ington state rural communities and residents
develop their capacity to create a prosperous
and sustainable future through coordination,
collaboration, and the effective use of public
and private resources.

Mario Villanueva
Washington State Director

USDA Closes Out Five Year ARRA Broadband Period

SDA announced that nearly six million Amer-

icans who live and work in rural areas now
have access to new or improved high-speed In-
ternet service, thanks to USDA funding provided

in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Over $2.9 billion was obligated through 254 Re-
covery Act broadband projects in 44 states and
American Samoa, includintg over $37.2 million
obligated through five projects in Washington
State.

More than half the infrastructure projects were
completed under budget, resulting in the return
of nearly $113 million to the Treasury. The mea-
sure’s five year period for funding broadband

projects expired at the end of the 2015 fiscal
year. These projects have brought high-speed
Internet access to 260,000 rural households,
17,500 businesses and 1,900 community
facilities. The service providers estimate that
completed projects could provide access for
more than 5.8 million rural consumers.

While Congress instructed USDA to improve
rural broadband access as part of a sweeping set
of infrastructure investments funded through
the Recovery Act, USDA is financing additional
expansions to rural broadband service through
other annual funding.

Funding Helps Socially Disadvantaged Rural Businesses

USDA awarded over $300,000 in grant fund-
ing to provide technical assistance to socially
disadvantaged business groups in rural areas in
Washington state

“This funding will provide technical assistance to

help socially disadvantaged businesses succeed,”

said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. “It will
support rural communities by giving business
owners access to the support and training they
need to start businesses or make their opera-
tions more successful.’

Funding is being awarded to the Northwest
Cooperative Development Center based in
Olympia, Wash., ($175,000) and to the Coopera-
tive Development Foundation ($140,931).

USDA is making the grants available through the
Socially Disadvantaged Groups Grant Program
(formerly the Small, Socially Disadvantaged
Producer Grant Program). This program supports
technical assistance such as feasibility studies,
leadership and training, and the development of
business and strategic plans.



Farm To School Grants Awarded in Wash
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he Healthy Hunger Free Kids

Act of 2010 authorized and
funded USDA to establish a Farm to
School Program in order to assist
eligible entities, through grants and
technical assistance, in implement-
ing farm to school programs that
improve access to local foods in
eligible schools. Four 2016 grantees
are from Washington State.

Clark County Public Health will
receive a $100,000 grant to focus on
increasing regionally sourced foods
and expanding food system education

opportunities for students in Vancou-
ver Public Schools.

Garden Raised Bounty in Olympia
will receive a Support Service Grant

of $99,775 to launch a farm and

nutrition-based education program in

the Tumwater School District.

North Olympic Peninsula Resource

Conservation & Development Council

in Port Townsend, will receive a Sup-
port Service grant of $72,000 to help
increase the amount of local, whole

food served in the Port Townsend
School District by upgrading equip-

ment and facilities, training food

service staff, and providing technical

assistance to farmers to overcome
barriers to institutional sales.

USDA Rural Development Seeks Applications for RBDG Grant Program

USDA Rural Development is accepting
applications for the Rural Business
Development Grant Program (RBDG),
which is a competitive grant program
designed to develop and expand rural
small and emerging private business
enterprises.

“This program really fits a niche to
assist eligible applicants provide assis-
tance to small and emerging business
enterprises in our rural areas,” said
Brian Buch, Business Program Director.
“This program is flexible. We are really
able do a variety of things to assist
with projects with the intention of job
creation. For example, last year we
were able to fund a small technical as-
sistance grant for facilitate workshops
in Lewis County to develop marketing

strategies to promote locally produced

agricultural products and agri-tourism

in an effort to increase direct producer

to consumer sales.”

According to Buch, individual business-
es themselves are not eligible to apply.

Public Bodies, Nonprofit Entities, and
Indian Tribes (for a tribe to apply to
assist a tribal business enterprise, the

governing board must be independent

from the tribal government) are eligi-
ble to apply for grant funds to support
the development and expansion of
small and emerging private business
enterprises in their rural areas.

Grant funds may be used for targeted
technical assistance, training and
other activities to support the devel-

REAP Loan Guarantee Available Year Around

Rural Energy for America Program
Provides guaranteed loan financing to
agricultural producers and rural small
businesses to purchase

or install renewable energy systems or
make energy efficiency
improvements.

Agricultural producers with at least 50
percent of gross income coming from
agricultural operations and

Small businesses may apply. Business-
es must be in an area other than a city
or town with a population of greater
than 50,000 inhabitants and the
urbanized area of that city or town.
Agricultural producers may be in rural
or non-rural areas.

Funds may be used for the purchase,

installation and construction of renew-

able energy systems, such as biomass,
solar, geothermal, hydropower, wind,
etc. Funds may also be used for the

purchase, installation and construc-
tion of energy efficiency improve-
ments, in lighting, heating, and air
conditioning.

Loan guarantees available on loans up
to 75 percent of total eligible project
costs. Loan guarantee terms include

¢ 5,000 minimum loan amount.

¢ $25 million maximum loan
amount.

¢ Up to 85% loan guarantee.

¢ Rates and terms negotiated with
the lender and
subject to USDA approval.

* Maximum term of 30 years for
real estate.

o Maximum term of 15 years, or
useful life, for
machinery and equipment.

o Maximum term of 7 years for
capital loans.

o Maximum term of 30 years for
combined real estate.

opment of small, private business en-
terprises in rural areas. In Washington
State, it is anticipated that approxi-
mately $353,000 will be available for
the RBDG program this fiscal year.

Applications must be submitted by
Feb. 29, 2016 to be considered for
this fiscal year’s anticipated funding.
All applications must be sent to the
USDA Rural Development Washington
State Office, 1835 Black Lake Blvd. SW,
Suite B, Olympia, WA 98512, and must
be received in the office by 4:30 p.m.
Pacific Standard Time.,

For more information on the RBDG,
please contact Carlotta Donisi by
calling (360) 704-7724 or email her at
carlotta.donisi@wa.usda.gov.

Loan guarantees are competed
continuously throughout the year.

For more information, please contact
Randy Baird by calling (509) 454-5743
or email him at randy.baird@wa.usda.
gov.
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