News Briefs

Funding Available
for Home Repair

If you're already a rural homeowner,
and your house needs repairs or
improvements, and you can't get

a loan elsewhere, we may be able
to offer you home improvement or
repair assistance.

Also known as the Section 504
Home Repair program, this provides
loans to very-low-income homeown-
ers to repair, improve or modernize
their homes or grants to senior very-
low-income homeowners to remove
health and safety hazards.

To qualify, you must be the home-
owner and occupy the house; be
unable to obtain affordable credit
elsewhere, and have a family in-
come that is below 50 percent of the
area median income.

You must be age 62 or older and
not be able to repay a repair loan in
order to qualify for a grant.

Maximum loan is $20,000; maximum
grant is $7,500. Loans and grants
can be combined for up to $27,500
in assistance. Loans can be repaid
over 20 years with a fixed unterest
rate at 1 percent.

For more information, contact your
local USDA Rural Development
office or visit the web at http:/www.

rd.usda.gov/wa.
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USDA Offers New Broadband Opportunity

oday, access to broad-

band is an essential
part of life. It stimulates
economic growth, spurs
job creation, and provides
access to education, social
opportunities, and health-
care, including emergency
care by first responders.

State Director
Mario Villanueva

Unfortunately, broad-
band access in rural areas
lags far behind that of ur-
ban areas which is why USDA Rural Devel-
opment is always looking for ways to level
the playing field for broadband accessiblity.

Communities interested in using broad-
band service to help revitalize small-town
main streets and promote economic devel-
opment are encouraged to apply for Cool &
Connected, a pilot program sponsored by

USDA’s Rural Utilities Service and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency Office

of Sustainable Communities. Through Cool
& Connected, a team of experts will help
community members develop strategies
and an action plan for using planned or ex-
isting broadband service to promote smart,
sustainable community development.

This is a great opportunity for a small-town
to receive technical assistance for revi-
talizing small town main streets by using
planned or existing broadband Service.
Quality broadband access can provide new
opportunities for people and businesses.

Sincerely,

Mario Villanueva
Washington State Director

USDA Holding Value-Added Grant Workshops

SDA Rural Development

in Washington State will
host a series of workshops
around the state to provide
an overview of the Value-Add-
ed Producer Grant program
(VAPG).

Workshops will be held a the
following dates and locations:

Value-added products are
created when a producer
increases the consumer value
of an agricultural commodity
in the production or process-
ing stage.

Value-Added Producer Grants
may be used for feasibility
studies or business plans,
working capital or market-
ing value added agricultural
products and for farm-based
renewable energy projects. is free.
In addition to supporting local
and regional food networks,
the program provides funding
opportunities to beginning
and socially disadvantaged
farmers, as well as indepen-
dent producers, farmer and
rancher cooperatives, and
agricultural producer groups.

The workshops will include
discussions on grant eligibility,
application process, appli-
cation scoring, and in-depth
application assistance for
those intending to apply.

This workshop is filling up
fast. To register please
contact Greg York at 360-

704-7729 or gregory.york@
wa.usda.gov. This workshop

Wenatchee on Feb. 19
9a.m.-12 p.m.

U.S. Forest Service Center
215 Melody Lane
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Yakima on Feb. 24
9a.m.-12 p.m.
USDA Service Center

Olympia on Feb. 9
9a.m.-12 p.m.

U.S. Forest Service Center,
1835 Black Lake Blvd., SW
Olympia, WA 98512.

USDA Rural Development awarded

a Value-added Producer Grant for
$82,000 of working capital to Pierce
County based Wilcox Farms for liquid
eggs and organic liquid egg whites.

1606 Perry St
Yakima, WA 98902.

For more information about
the Value-Added Producer
Grant Program, please go to
the web at http://www.rd.us-
da.gov/programs-services/
value-added-producer-grants.

For more information about
the workshops, please contact
Greg York by calling 360-704-
7729 or email him at gregory.
york@wa.usda.gov.



http://www.rd.usda.gov/wa
http://www.rd.usda.gov/files/USDA_RUSStakeholderAnnounceFedPlanning.pdf
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/value-added-producer-grants/wa
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USDA Rural Development Seeks Applications for RBDG Grant Program

Community
Programs Update

USDA Rural Development has
added two new members to
their team. Introducing Ar-
senio Dela Cruz, Community
Programs Specialistm located

in the Spokane Valley. Arsenio
covers Stevens, Pend Oreille,
Spokane, Whitman, Columbia,
Garfield, and Asotin counties.
You can contact him by calling
509.924.7350 ext. 113, or email
him at arsenio.delacruz@wa.us-
da.gov.

Becki Southworth is our new
Community Programs Specialist
located in Olympia. Becki will
cover Kitsap, Thurston, Pierce,
Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, and Clark
counties. You can contact Becki
by calling 360.704.7727 or email
her at becki.meyer@wa.usda.
qov.

Cultivating Co-Op
Roots Con-
ference

Itis not
too late to
attend the
Northwest
Cooperative
Develop-
ment Center
(NWCDC)'’s Cultivating Co-op
Roots Conference on Febru-
ary 5,6 and 7 at the Spokane
Convention Center. To regis-
ter for the conference, please
visit the web at http://roots.
nwcdc.coop/register-today/.

USDA Rural Development
Publishes National

2015 PROGRESS REPORT

SDA Rural Development is ac-

cepting applications for the Rural
Business Development Grant Program
(RBDG), which is a competitive grant
program designed to develop and ex-
pand rural small and emerging private
business enterprises.

Individual businesses themselves are
not eligible to apply. Public Bodies,
Nonprofit Entities, and Indian tribes
are eligible to apply for grant funds
to support the development and
expansion of small and emerging
private business enterprises in their
rural areas.

For a tribe to apply to assist a tribal

business enterprise, the governing
board must be independent from the
tribal government.

Grant funds may be used for targeted
technical assistance, training and
other activities to support the de-
velopment of small, private business
enterprises in rural areas.

In Washington State, it is anticipated
that approximately $353,000 will be
available for the RBDG program this
fiscal year.

Applications must be submitted by
Feb. 29, 2016 to be considered for this
fiscal year’s anticipated funding.

Applications from Native American
tribes must be sent by March 31,
2016.

All applications must be sent to the
USDA Rural Development Washington
State Office, 1835 Black Lake Blvd. SW,
Suite B, Olympia, WA 98512, and must
be received in the office by 4:30 p.m.
Pacific Standard Time.,

For more information on the RBDG,
please contact Carlotta Donisi by
calling (360) 704-7724 or email her at
carlotta.donisi@wa.usda.gov.

USDA Seeks Applications for Farm Labor Housing Loan/Grant Program

SDA Rural Development is solic-

iting applications for Section 514
Farm Labor Housing (FLH) loans and
Section 516 FLH grants for the con-
struction of new off-farm FLH units
and related facilities for domestic
farm laborers and for the purchase
and substantial rehabilitation of an
existing non-FLH property.

This program assists qualified appli-
cants who cannot obtain commercial
credit on terms that will allow them
to charge rents that are affordable to
low-income tenants. Borrowers must
have sufficient qualifications and
experience to develop and operate
the project.

Qualified applicants include farmers,
associations of farmers and family
farm corporations; associations of
farmworkers and nonprofit organiza-
tions; most state and local governmen-
tal entities, and federally-recognized
tribes.

Funding may be used for construction,
improvement, repair and purchase of

housing for domestic farm laborers in

both urban or rural areas.

Funding may also be available for
related activities including buying and
improving land; purchasing household
furnishings, and paying construction
loan interest.

Domestic farm laborers, including
those working on fish and oyster farms
and on-farm processing; retired and/
or disabled farm laborers may live in
FLH Housing; however, they must be

Guest workers harvest cauliflower in Skagit County. Photo by Phil Eggman.

a U.S. citizen or permanent resident
with very-low to moderate household
income who receives a portion of his/
her income from farm labor employ-
ment. This definition may include the
immediate family members residing
with such a person.

Very-low to moderate-income: Very-
low income is below 50% of area
median income; low-income is 50-80%
of area median income; moderate
income is capped at $5,500 above
low-income limit.

Low interest loans and grants based
on need are available that do not
exceed 90 percent of the project cost
Loans are made up to 33 year payback
period with a 1 percent fixed rate.

An allocation of loan funds is also
available for on-farm labor housing

and is funded on a first-come, first-
served basis.

A two-phase application process starts
with pre-applications accepted on an
annual basis through a Notice of Fund-
ing Availability (NOFA) in the Federal
Register. Selected pre-applications are
invited to submit final applications

A domestic farm laborer is a person
The deadline for receipt of all
applications in response to this Notice
is 5:00 p.m.on April 12, 2016.

Washington State Applicants should
contact Mary Traxler at the USDA
Rural Development’s Washington
State Office in Olympia by calling
360,704,7725 or email her at
mary.traxler@wa.usda.gov.

Visit us on the web at www.rd.usda.gov/wa


http://roots.nwcdc.coop/register-today/
http://www.rd.usda.gov/files/USDARDProgressReport2015.pdf



