
Most Americans think that 
USDA’s work focuses 

solely on agriculture; that 
our service to the American 
people begins and ends with 
the production of food. But 
those of us who call rural 
America home know that 
there’s much more to USDA 
and rural America than 
just farms and ranches. 
From biobased products 
to rural manufacturing, the 
potential to grow and make innovative products 
in rural America is limitless.

That’s why, over the course of the Obama Ad-
ministration, USDA has made targeted invest-
ments to help rural businesses grow. Through 
projects in affordable housing, energy efficiency 
and availability, clean and reliable drinking wa-
ter and wastewater systems, and internet access, 
coupled with loans and grants for rural business-
es, we’ve helped to attract and retain a talented 
rural labor force, improve connectivity and 
access to information, move products to market, 
and make rural communities competitive—ulti-
mately supporting strong local economies and 
expanded opportunity for rural Americans.

Our legacy of strong service and superior results 
continues as our work on food, agriculture, eco-
nomic development, science, natural resource 
conservation and a host of other issues impacts 
millions of Americans and billions more people 
around the world, every day. For example:
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To help capture the important, and oftentimes 
heartening impacts that these investments have 
brought about in rural communities, USDA is 
launching a year-long, progressive storytelling 
effort that focuses on capturing just that—how 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture under the 
Obama Administration has invested in and 
achieved results for farmers, ranchers, rural com-
munities and every American.

Each month in 2016, USDA will release a new 
“chapter” of the story, focused on one aspect of 
our investment in Americans, rural and urban 
alike, over the past eight years.  Here’s the link. 
Take a look. 

January focuses on celebrating America’s farm-
ers and ranchers, who ensure a safe, affordable, 
nutritious American food supply. Thanks to 
those working in American agriculture, we pay 
less for our food as a percentage of our wages 
than any other nation in the world. That means 
we have more money to spend on other things, 
which is good for our families and the nation’s 
economy. Thanks to the ingenuity, efficiency, 
and sweat of those working in American agricul-
ture, we saw our agricultural economy remain 
strong and resilient, even during some tough 
economic times.

We are pleased to share with you this yearlong 
reflection on the results achieved over the 
course of this Administration, and we hope you 
enjoy it too.

Mario Villanueva
Washington State DirectorDiaecatquibus

Guaranteed Rural 
Housing Program 
USDA Rural Development offers 
home loan guarantees where the 
government backs a portion of a 
home loan through an approved 
lender as opposed to direct loans, 
where the government directly funds 
the borrower. 

This program assists approved 
lenders in providing low- and moder-
ate-income households the oppor-
tunity to own adequate, modest, 
decent, safe and sanitary dwellings 
as their primary residence in eligible 
rural areas.

Eligible applicants may build, rehabil-
itate, improve or relocate a dwelling 
in an eligible rural area. The program 
provides a 90% loan note guaran-
tee to approved lenders in order to 
reduce the risk of extending 100% 
loans to eligible rural homebuyers.

Guaranteed Housing Loans are sub-
ject to the credit and income require-
ments of both the lender and the 
USDA. All applicants must present a 
decent credit history, demonstrating 
the ability to pay mortgage, including 
taxes and insurance, on time each 
month.

Applications are typically reviewed 
within 48 hours of receipt of a com-
plete application or closing package 
and currently we are not experienc-
ing any back log.

For more information, visit the web at 
http://www.rd.usda.gov. 

Washington State

  Volume 5 - Issue 01                                                                January 2016

Rural 
Developments
Rural 
Developments

Washington State 
Rural Developments is published 

monthly by USDA Rural Development, 
Washington State Office, located at
1835 Black Lake Blvd., SW,  Suite B,   

Olympia, WA 98512

Contact Us
http://www.rd.usda.gov/wa

Email the Editor: Phil Eggman
philip.eggman@wa.usda.gov

———
USDA  Rural Development is an equal opportunity 

provider & employer.  To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Director, Office of Adjudication, 

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, 

by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at
 program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA More than Food Production
USDA Launches New Storytelling Venture

State Director
Mario Villanueva

News Briefs

We have made investments to support rural places 
where people can start businesses, where families 
want to raise their children, where young people 
want to live. 

We’ve supported projects that bring needed infra-
structure into rural communities and help them 
grow. 

We work with farmers and ranchers to provide nutri-
tious, affordable food to every American family. 

We protect the safety of the American food supply. 

We battle wildfire, drought, extreme weather, and 
pest and disease outbreaks to ensure that our 
land and water resources are preserved for future 
generations. 

We work to feed our nation’s youth and help strug-
gling families to put food on the table. We conduct 
cutting edge research that drives agricultural 
innovation. 

We support the international feeding programs 
that encourage millions of children, particularly 
young girls, around the world to attend school and 
get the nutrition they need to grow up healthy and 
strong. 

We preserve America’s forests, grasslands and open 
spaces for the enjoyment of American families.



Cultivating 
Co-Op Roots
Conference 

The Northwest Cooperative 
Development Center (NWCDC) 
is co-hosting the Cultivating 
Co-op Roots Conference on 
February 5,6 and 7 at the Spo-
kane Convention Center.

There will be over 25 sessions, 
talks, and workshops, two ca-
tered receptions (free!), a Local 
Foods Dinner, and three field 
trip possibilities. David Thomp-
son, President of Twin Pines 
Cooperative Foundation, will be 
the 2016 Keynote Speaker. Take 
a look at our schedule!

A great value for your money!!

Conference Registration 
(Includes Friday’s Welcome Re-
ception and Saturday’s Poster 
Session and Reception) is $85 
if you register online by Feb. 2, 
2016. Registration at the door 
is $95.

NWCDC is a nonprofit organi-
zation devoted to assisting new 
and existing cooperative busi-
nesses, from daycare centers 
to credit unions.  NWCDC sup-
ports cooperatives in Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho and Hawaii.  

To register for the conference, 
please visit the web at http://
roots.nwcdc.coop/register-to-
day/.

Washington State Rural Developments                                                          January 2016

Visit us on the web at www.rd.usda.gov/wa

USDA To Hold Value-Added Grant Workshops
USDA Rural Development in 

Washington State will host a se-
ries of workshops around the state 
to provide an overview of the Value 
Added Producer Grant program 
(VAPG). Value added products are 
created when a producer increases 
the consumer value of an agricultur-
al commodity in the production or 
processing stage. 

Value Added Producer Grants may 
be used for feasibility studies or 
business plans, working capital or 
marketing value added agricultural 
products and for farm-based renew-
able energy projects.

In addition to supporting local and 
regional food networks, the program 
provides funding opportunities to 
beginning and socially disadvantaged 
farmers, as well as independent 
producers, farmer and rancher coop-
eratives, and agricultural producer 
groups.

The workshop will include discussions 
on grant eligibility, application pro-
cess, application scoring, and in-depth 
application assistance for those
intending to apply.

Workshops will be held a the follow-
ing dates and locations:

Mt. Vernon on January 26, 2016 
8:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Skagit County Fairgrounds- 
Virginia Street Entrance, 
Mt. Vernon, WA 98273
Hosted by Northwest Agriculture 

Business Center. Workshop Regis-
tration Fee is $25.00. Please register 
at http://www.agbizcenter.org/pri-
vate-classes-workshops/event/124/
USDA-Value-Added-Producer-Grant-
Boot-Camp.
  
Refreshments and lunch will be 
provided.  Scholarships are available 
for those in need. Please contact Jeff 
Voltz, jeff@agbizcenter.org. 

Scholarships are provided by THE 
THREAD FUND. 

Vancouver on February 4, 2016  
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Heritage Farm - 
1919 NE 78th St., Vancouver, WA

Hosted by WSU Clark County Exten-
sion. Pre-registration is required. 
Space is limited. To register, go to 
http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/2476087. For registration 

questions email Doug Stienbarger at 
stiendm@wsu.edu or call him at 360-
397-6060 x5742. Workshop is free.

Olympia on February 9, 2016 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
U.S. Forest Service Center, 
1835 Black Lake Blvd, Olympia, WA 
98512

Hosted by USDA Rural Development 
To register for the Olympia workshop, 
please contact Greg York at 360-704-
7729 or gregory.york@wa.usda.gov. 
This workshop is free. 

For more information about the Value 
Added Producer Grant Program, 
please go to the web at http://www.
rd.usda.gov/programs-services/val-
ue-added-producer-grants or contact 
Greg York  by calling 360-704-7729 or 
email him at gregory.york@wa.usda.
gov.

USDA Rural Development Seeks Applications for RBDG Grant Program
USDA Rural Development is ac-

cepting applications for the Rural 
Business Development Grant Program 
(RBDG), which is a competitive grant 
program designed to develop and ex-
pand rural small and emerging private 
business enterprises.  

Individual businesses themselves are 
not eligible to apply. Public Bodies, 
Nonprofit Entities, and Indian tribes 
are eligible to apply for grant funds 
to support the development and 
expansion of small and emerging 
private business enterprises in their 
rural areas.  

For a tribe to apply to assist a tribal 

business enterprise, the governing 
board must be independent from the 
tribal government. 

Grant funds may be used for targeted 
technical assistance, training and other 
activities to support the development 
of small, private business enterprises 
in rural areas. 

In Washington State, it is anticipated 
that approximately $353,000 will be 
available for the RBDG program this 
fiscal year. 

Applications must be submitted by 
Feb. 29, 2016 to be considered for this 
fiscal year’s anticipated funding. 

Applications from Native American 
tribes must be sent by March 31, 2016. 

All applications must be sent to the 
USDA Rural Development Washington 
State Office, 1835 Black Lake Blvd. SW, 
Suite B, Olympia, WA 98512, and must 
be received in the office by 4:30 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time.,

For more information on the RBDG, 
please contact Carlotta Donisi by 
calling (360) 704-7724 or email her at 
carlotta.donisi@wa.usda.gov.

USDA Rural Development awarded a $76,842 Value-added Producer Grant to Bluebird 
Grain Farms in Okanogan County to prepare a feasibility study and business plan to evalu-
ate the direct marketing of organic heirloom grain and value added milled products.


