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New Hampshire     Notice of Solicitation of Applications:
Rural Business Development Grants (RBDG)

LETTER OF INTENT DUE:  Tuesday, February 16, 2016
APPLICATIONS DUE: Friday, April 15, 2016

USDA Rural Development invites applications to compete for FY16 funding for the Rural Business Development Grant program.  

Eligible applicants for grant funds include non-profits, municipalities, development corporations, and state agencies.

The Rural Business Development Grant Program (RBDG) has two components:
 
· Rural Business Enterprise Activities:  Technical assistance (i.e. feasibility studies, marketing plans) and equipment purchases (grantee must retain ownership) are encouraged (i.e. shared biz incubator equipment).  Projects involving construction or revolving loan funds are discouraged due to limited funds allocated.  

· Rural Business Opportunity Activities:  Promote sustainable economic development in rural communities, economic planning for rural communities, provide technical assistance to rural businesses, or provide training for rural entrepreneurs, or comprehensive area wide planning.  

Due to limited statewide funding, USDA RD requests that applications outside the NEK REAP Zone not exceed $30,000.  We anticipate funding approximately 4 projects totaling approximately $174,000 through this notice.

Funding for RBOG like activities has been limited to 10% of available funds.  Please contact USDA RD if you are seeking funds for an RBOG like activity.  

Agency Initiative:  Nearly all business sectors can be assisted with the program.  However, USDA-RD is placing specific emphasis on the following business sectors in 2016.  

1. Projects that support the USDA’s Bio economy Initiative
2. Projects that impact locally produced / locally manufactured food networks and/or distribution systems. 
3. Projects located in USDA’s targeted High Poverty Areas in support of USDA’s Poverty Funding Initiative.
 
To compete for the Vermont state allocation applicants must follow these steps:

· Submit a letter of intent. USDA Rural Development is requiring letters of intent be submitted in order to provide timely feedback about an application’s competiveness before an applicant expends a large amount time preparing a full application. Letters of intent are due to Rural Development by close of business Tuesday, February 16, 2016

CLICK HERE for letter of intent template.

Send letters of intent to:

· Heather Bell, Business Programs Specialist
10 Ferry Street, Suite 218
Concord, NH 03301.  
			(603) 223-6041

Or via email to heather.bell@nh.usda.gov


· Submit an application. An original signed application is due to Rural Development by close of business Friday, April 15, 2016. 

CLICK HERE for application toolkit.

Applications should be sent to:

· Heather Bell, Business Programs Specialist
10 Ferry Street, Suite 218
Concord, NH 03301.  
			(603) 223-6041

· Submit strategic economic and community development information (Form RD 1980-88). This information is due by Friday April 15, 2016. 

[bookmark: _GoBack] 		CLICK HERE for information and forms.

 Completed forms should be sent to:

· Ben Doyle, Community and Economic Development Specialist
87 State Street Suite 324 – PO Box 249
Montpelier, VT 05601

Or via email to benjamin.doyle@vt.usda.gov


To learn more about the program, visit the following website:  http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants/nh














Rural Development • Montpelier State Office
87 State Street, Suite 324, P O Box 249 • Montpelier, VT 05601
Voice (802) 828-6002 • (855) 794-3680
www.rd.usda.gov/vt or www.rd.usda.gov/nh 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 or the USDA through the Federal Relay Services at (800) 877-8339.
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