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World War II Veteran Finds Home at USDA-financed Affordable 
Apartment Complex 

Robert Picthall was struggling with grief following the death of his wife. A World War II veteran, he found 
himself living alone in a mobile home in Umatilla, Oregon. Eighty-six years old at the time, Picthall had a 
hearing impairment and was legally blind, 
preventing him from doing upkeep on his home 
any longer. He decided a change was needed, 
but many of the rental housing options in his 
area were too costly for his limited, fixed 
income. Then Picthall discovered The Links 
Apartments, which provides affordable housing 
for low-income veterans, seniors, and people 
with disabilities. He signed a lease and soon 
moved into his new home. 

Constructed in 2005, the 24-unit apartment 
complex was built with the help of a $1 million 
Rural Rental Housing Program loan provided 
by USDA Rural Development. Through the 
Rental Assistance Program, USDA provides 
additional funding to ensure the residents pay 
no more than 30 percent of their income on rent. In 2016 alone, Rural Development is providing $127,946 in 
rental assistance to 23 families or individuals at this Umatilla apartment complex.  

Today, Picthall can often be heard referring to his new home as “heaven.” He is thriving in the community 
atmosphere of the building, and he is happy to no longer have the responsibility of maintaining a home on his 
own. “I never want to leave this place,” he said. 

Robert Picthall, World War II veteran and resident of USDA-financed 
affordable rental housing at The Links Apartments in Umatilla, Oregon. 
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Obligation Amount: $1 million loan, ongoing rental assistance ($127,946 in 2016) 

Date of Obligation: June 2005 

Congressional District: Representative Walden, District 2; Senators Wyden and Merkley 

Partners: Oregon Housing and Community Services 

Demographics: Veterans, seniors, and people with disabilities in Umatilla, Oregon; population 7,002 

Impact: Developed 24 units of affordable rental housing for seniors, veterans, and people with 
disabilities in rural Oregon; providing 23 units with rental assistance. 


