From: Emily Isabella

To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: a note about my childhood home

Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 10:10:50 AM
Hello

Please include this letter in the Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS

My parents- Gary and Nancy Cox- bought our family's property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Our 40 acres -
which includes the only upland nesting cover for the wetland below us- lie within the Driftless Area. We have been stewarding
it very carefully; establishing native prairie, using organic methods as we garden, doing all we can - as we respect and honor
this unique area. My mother is a visual artist and she has done countless paintings celebrating the beauty there.

Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that we property owners have this gorgeous and
environmentally sensitive land threatened by ATC's proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines.

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use our roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an
increasingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks
will negatively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination.

I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small
tributaries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these
streams in recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and
browns depend on these sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a
variety of birds like wood ducks, mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver,
muskrats, fox and weasels are frequently seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could
easily cause excessive runoff to these streams and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creek
that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the
Midwest, Montanta, California, Pennsylvannia and New York.

While fishing these creeks my dad often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endagered species.

Reptiles like endagered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher,
Red-tailed Hawk, turkey, pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker,
Loggerhead Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerelean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary
Warbler, indigo bunting.

Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the
construction phase and subsequent maintenance work.

I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind and
solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both
economically and environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-voltage
transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the
WI electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WI Siting Standards.. I see these lines as nothing but negative and
am firmly opposed.

Thank you,
Emily


mailto:comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us

Emily Isabella

www.emilyisabella.com
608.695.8846


http://www.emilyisabella.com/

From: I

To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal Hickory Creek Transmission Line
Date: Friday, January 06, 2017 2:14:12 PM

Dear Environmental Scoping Staff Person:

Thank you for your unheralded but important work of collecting input for inclusion in
the Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed high capacity transmission line
that would span 125 miles across the driftless region of southwest Wisconsin from
Madison to Dubuque IA.

I examined the letter to EIS staff at Rural Utility Service from local governments and
environmental groups requesting that non-transmission alternatives be thoroughly
studied to including energy efficiency, modern load management and use of
community solar to prolong the life span of transmission facilities.

I take this opportunity to reinforce this request, personally, because I am oppose all
high voltage transmission options as they would inherently detract from the natural
environment and local economies. Should any electrical need be determined, |
support a blend of minimal impact alternatives such as targeted-energy efficiency,
modern load management and distributed generation including solar support at
existing substations.

I realize that my comments can be included in the federal level Environmental
Impact Statement and that I can submit additional requests up to January 6, 2017.

You may use my email address to notify me when the draft statement is available.

Steve Jacobson
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SWCA Environmental Consultants
Aitn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Dr.

Suite 207

Bridgeville, PA 15017

TO MAIL BACK, FOLD HERE AND TAPE BELOW (NO STAPLES PLEASE)

To help us keep our mailing list accurate and up-to-date, please check the boxes below that apply to your wishes.
Thank you for your assistance.

(L} Please add my name to the mailing list.
(] Please withhold my name and/or address from the public record (see disclaimer below).
1 prefer to be updated by email.

Name: .
Le.\"/i(z M. Jensen

Organization (if any):

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Email address:

Piease note: Before including your address, telephonce number, electronic mail address, or other personal identifying information in your
commenis, you should be aware that your entire comment (including your personal identifying information) may be made publicly available at
any time. Although you can ask us in your comments to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee
that we will be able to do so.




._"'_Publlc Scoping Perrod Comment Card B _
-Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transm|55|on Lrne Pro;ect KRR Ea
U.S. Department ongrlculture RuraE Utrlrtles Servrce L

' We appreaate the opportumty to vorce our opmlons on the proposed power line between
Dane County, Wisconsin and Dubuque County, lowa. Havrng lived in other parts of the country
and traveled throughout the mld west it is obvrous that this south—west regron of Wlsconsm is
unigue geographically. The scenic drives m this Driftless reglon are some of the most beautrful
in the mid-west and drew us to buy a home in this area outsrde Dodgevrl!e twenty years ago.
This is, and should remain a scenic, rural area. ‘Towers that would rise 150 feet wou!d not only
wreak havoc on a fragile habitat for wildlife on the ground, but would visibly mar the landscape
for miles. Neither one of the proposed routes would be [ow impact on the environment. The
proposed Mississippi crossing is at Cassvrile which is a treasured iocatlon for vrewmg bald
eagles, by both local residents and tounsts

The lowa Utilities Board brochure states that in order “to obtain a franchise, the applicant must
show that the proposed transmission line is necessary to serve a public use.” Nothing | have
seen convinces me that there is a need that justifies ruining this unigue area. Studies show that
the energy usage in Madison is either flat or decreased due to better conservation. it would
seem that only the Utility Companies would reap any benefit from this project, not those of us
who live in this area. | urge you to discourage this project that would have a negative impact on
the region’s scenic beauty, land value and economy. Thank you for your consideration.

inenetly

R







Public Scoping Period Comment Card R) i EWL'@

Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project - 12 wib
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service

You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS} is developed. Feel free to attach

additional sheets as nceded, 1f you prefer, you can submit comments via email to:
commentsi@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us, The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017. E @ E H V E
Comments: <, JL//(LH'u_ g /%/ ﬂdﬂc(,,ﬂ\_/ R DEC 1 2 2016

-:Z—;u - /ZL r{(/:‘@', ﬁ e ottee ?‘4'7' a/ /2 / 7 / 76 C‘?/MM e .
e A X 2l e P a2 C—f-a(ﬂ %7& /é/ (e /.42 ‘7’@(9. e /A“A—L vt AL A LAy
/“I’A/// o? 447 PPl znmw’/—v .%_,//5(@)4 //"},od {

///{—7 ATt gl EVRE LAt 7;7’2.-7‘ J-%*— Wﬁ ek,

il Lnre Pl i of pJnipy s prierT
_Mx&c— s cﬂ! ol J/mﬂu—f/ e //X& »/ M LA
Tl A Leboita VU gcosenny of o
bl A i appencl A Al W |

/%’/ﬂ -.ﬂ/,&//// A”/ ..F/h_f’ Y ‘J’lt—yz,a/nu/%»ﬂ— r&z M Lo . .
Dhont” /fﬁ/ ﬂ z/‘?ﬂ éz/L ety /ﬁ/i-c s M/-EWYWL“—-* ;
PR %" T . g abipy  apiee M(B//{/é/a-;ua %&7—
ct/(/»;_e,ﬂﬂ? ,é'/([exé/f/ ‘

Z/(, W ac—z,\.f:ﬁ N e i T ﬂa‘-?/ZL/ M / ww
r}— / /14// N - = J/éc,‘,‘;z‘ o /Z‘ZZ s
W/// A@mu g Mg /:J/% ﬁz?% paeety
S DS ﬁ‘ﬁ L %7 :77(4) "'T/ 753—# U;/

Qr/ A-;C/é-w% / / 71:/ PP g e 47:/)”—/&‘-%()/ %
/l{.{,{ /I L/L)-C—'? /Zﬁ}"'«{_‘f g,/? __z;%(..(i/?i
/ 3 7‘{'&/ ??,-:.c,r/
2.) Apcn s
3 ) Ceolody Yy

J : A e Z
o 5 C:)./;/,‘/ZZ/,_J e, 5]/‘ /24%).0‘. ./57‘{;,, C?f@é/; e /2/&?//@
Ve lar ﬁ"é e — /chr -9 ,%A/é""‘ //C‘ j—ﬂ é’t?"’?é{t"{% % - J//x} dr v




EDWARD JUDGE AUDITORIUM SEATING, LLC

RE@EEVE

AN 05 2017

January 3, 2017

SWCA Environmental Consultants
ATTN: Cardinal =Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Drive — Suite 207
Bridgeville, PA 15017

| have, along with my wife, spent almost 70 years acquiring economic and environmental security.

The economic security, which includes stocks in many utility and energy corporations, is certainly not
of Trump proportions; but we have operated a small 80 year old family business, educated our
children, and we are comfortable...

An environmental security has been obtained through purchasing and living on 350 + acres of land:
lands in two parcels: one in the remote mountains of interior/coastal British Columbia, where we
have just build a home, and the other in the unglaciated hills of southwestern Wisconsin where 30 +
years ago we had a stone and slate house constructed.

Both of these properties are my love objects. | intimately know these properties;
these fands are my secret hideaway: they are my sanctuary: these lands are my religion.

In return for offering me a sanctuary, | have cared for these lands. Here is Wisconsin the old farm
garbage dumps from the original homesteading family have been removed, oid fences have been
taken out, trees have been planted, wildlife habitat has been enhanced ,invasive species were (and
are) removed, and a sustainable forestry plan was created - by a professional forester - for our 150
acre woodlot. Here, two selective timber cuts have almost paid for our land purchase.

But now the rug is being from under me with the proposed Cardinal/Hickory Creek transmission line
that will cross 3/4 of a mile over our Wisconsin acreage. From my estimation, we may loose up to 17
acres of our managed hardwoad forest along with a smali stand of relict red pine . This fine will run in
front of a cave on our land that features, according te the Wisconsin Historical Society, aboriginal wall
paintings. This line will run through my - and generations past - sacred temple.

Also, | have great concerns about our watershed: The watershed, from which our well water is
pumped, does not encompass any land that is treated with agricultural chemicals. Sapling trees are
profific here, and the land under this powerline, which does not have road access, will undoubtedly
he treated with herbicide. | do not want herbicide in my well water or in the water springs that

this line will pass over.

continued

Auditorium Seating Specialist
Theatre Chairs Rebuilt & Installed
- Since 1934 -




EDWARD JUDGE AUDITORIUM SEATING, LLC

page 2. SWCA Environmental Consultants

This mostly forested neighborhood where we live is relatively pristine. This is different than a major
highway corridor nine miles south of our home; a highway decorated with billboards, and

lined with communities begging for industrial development. Not to wish bad on ather peaple, but
maybe an industrial zone is where this industrial appearing line shouid be sited.

Our home, by the way, features LED lighting and solar and wood heat {backed up with radiator LP gas
system) and NO outdoor mercury or sodium night lighting — which | detest,

Best Wishes,

£ e Gsby

Auditorium Seating Specialist
Theatre Chairs Rebuilt & Installed
- Since 1934 -
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December 14, 2016

SWCA Environmental Consultants _ EG e [ WE

200 Bursca Drive Suite 207 DEC 9 7 2016
Bridgeville, PA 15017
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS , T ——

Dear Folks,

I am writing with major concerns about the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek transmission
Lines. Please be sure that the process used to develop the Environmental Impact Statement is
VERY robust.

First and foremost, the proposed track will take it through the heart of the Driftless Area. 85%
of which is in SW Wisconsin. As you know, this is an area unique in the US in that the glaciers
did not cover it or retreat over it. As a result the geography, geology and ecosystems are
unique. 17-story towers and power lines over 125 miles will scar the area irreparably.

Tourism, recreation, property values and the attractive draw to the culture of the outdoors, all
of which are foundational to the economic health of cities and towns in the Driftless Area, all
stand to lose in terms of economics and vigor. These losses will not be recoverable.

Additionally the flyways through the open areas and over the river will be less safe for the large
populations of migratory birds. And fish and wildlife populations will be negatively impacted as
well.

And finally, this degradation and deterioration of unique lands will be accomplished for
unnecessary reasons, The extra power is not needed: electric usage has been flat or decreasing
throughout the upper Midwest due to improved efficiencies and conservation. And needs can
be met with a combined, coordinated program of continued conservation and clean energy
generation. Renewable resources are being increased as we speak and projected without
significant negative impact on the lands and area.

Please consider very seriously these concerns as the EIS is developed and save the landscape

and ecosystems of the Driftless Area by doing a very robust consideration and recommendation
using ALL aspects.

Thank you very much,
A \
@gﬁ& %J e b

Cathryﬁ Kaiser MD




From: Betsy Katten

To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us

Subject: Cardinal-Hickory Creek line--Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 6:05:03 PM

Attachments: datauri-file.pna

Dear Sir/Madam:

| am writing to comment on the scoping of the Environmental Impact Statement that
the Rural Utilities Service will be preparing with respect to the transmission line,
referred to by its developers as the Cardinal-Hickory Creek line.

We (my family) are frequent visitors to the Dodgeville, Wisconsin area and feel we will
be personally impacted by the transmission line. One of the potential routes literally
runs right through the property we frequent. The line will run along side or cut across
many of the best bike routes in the Madison area and it will be visible from the
campsites of Governor Dodge. In addition to this route, the other proposed route
along Hwy. 18, cuts through some of the most beautiful and important parts of the
Driftless Area. We are very concerned for the damage these lines would cause and
harm to area residents and to the environment.

We encourage you to address a full range of questions with the EIS.

First, please consider the environmental impact in the broadest context, including
geology, soils, farm land & land use, vegetation, wildlife, special status species,
surface / groundwater, wetlands & floodplains, cultural, historic & paleontology
resources, air quality & noise, socioeconomic & environmental justice issues,
transportation, visual resources, and health & safety.

Second, consider the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and
recreation, farm and other business operations and property values.

Finally, this is not a false choice between building this transmission line and doing
nothing at all. The EIS should analyze whether a combination of non-transmission
alternatives — new local wind and solar generation, energy efficiency, storage,
demand response — would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both
economically and environmentally.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.



mailto:comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
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Comments on proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project

We, Paul & Nancy Kaufman, (Kaufman/Stemper Farm), object to the proposed
transmission line in Clayton County lowa for numerous reasons. We have owned 189
acres of farmland in partnership at| e since 1987. As landowners,
we are concerned that this line, if placed on our property will destroy the value of our
property and diminish the available acreage for income production.

We have spent years conserving the soil and enhancing wildlife habitat on the property
and the power line would certainly adversely affect our past conservation work. We
have witnessed the recent transmission lines placed in our area and were appalled by
the lack of the concern for the loss of soil and environmental effects of the work.

We have been in involved in watershed improvement programs and we are committed
to preserving our water quality on the farm. Our property contains a large pond that we
had constructed and a clear running creek and many natural springs. We are
concerned that large scale excavation and construction of power lines will adversely
affect the water quality of these waterways.

Our property is located across the road from Pleasant Creek Wildlife Area, which
contains a large effigy mound. A power line on our property would certainly not be
compatible so close to this Archeological site.

We are also concerned that a second set of large transmission lines along the
migratory corridor of the Mississippi River would adversely impact the annual fall
migration of Bald Eagles, waterfowl and song birds. The lines would again cross the
scenic lowa Great River Road. One transmission line allowed along this scenic
roadway was bad enough. A second transmission line built along the Great River Road
will be too much of a visual blight for this scenic highway.

Based on all of our concerns we feel that an environmental impact study is critical for
this proposed power line construction!

My wife and | are committed to conservation and farm preservation. We are involved in
and have held leadership roles in numerous Wildlife and Conservation groups. | have
spent numerous hours tree planting and advocating for wildlife, conservation of our
resources, and water quality.

Sincerely
Paul & Nancy Kaufman (Kaufman/Stemper Farm)

Phone: I
email: I



From: ]
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Feedback about proposed ATC Lines

Date: Thursday, December 15, 2016 11:43:25 PM

15 December 2016
SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Canadian-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Drive — Suite 207

Bridgeville, Pennsylvania— 15017

Dear Environmental Consultants;

| am awoman who reared her children on afarm in the Driftless Area of Southwest Wisconsin
and now have grandchildren who are exploring the wondrous beauty and biological diversity
of this area. Because thisis aplace that is so dear to the hearts of many, | urge you to listen to
the voices of the people who have spent much of their livesin lowa County, as well as those
who come here to nurture their souls amid the “grace of wild things.”

The Driftless Area of Wisconsin provides a unique geological landscape formed by the
absence of that last Ice Age Glacier. It provides arich topsoil for farming and gardening;
unigue and specia status flora and fauna; diversity in topology and historic landmarks. People
delight in the quality of the air that they breathe here and the quiet beauty that surrounds them.

The proposed ATC lines would impact significantly on farming, recreation, tourism and the
genera health and well-being of the residents of lowa County. It isaso important to note that
property values would be decreased greatly by the negative impact on the aesthetics of this
beloved land.

Certainly we al need to be thinking about future energy needs and the environmental impact
of any decisions that will be made. lowa County isfilled with citizens who would support the
exploration of alternative energy sources. The cost of solar energy is decreasing; wind power
remains aviable alternative. EXxisting low-voltage transmission lines could be upgraded. The



money that is being proposed to develop those ATC lines could be spent making this county a
model of sustainable, alternative energy. Countries all over the world are re-thinking energy
sources. Why not make lowa County a model for Wisconsin - perhaps even rural
communities all over this country.

Sincerely,

Jane H. Kaval oski



ROV >, 2o,

Co,-tame.b 20 YEARS AQO, the gmeﬁm PROFT Fok | UESTORS
16 So GeoD AT ApY NEW, AFFRDABLE SOSTAINAS(E

EnER Y TECHNOLOGY 15 BENG N GLVORED

AND IS NOW OUTDATED OLD, IDEA 16 BEWNE PROMOTED

AS A PUST HAVE "/ MusT O
BY Mosé WANTN G THE &UARAMIEED

TR ES LTEREST, wWHO ARE (LEVERLY

Tgr Now VITAL THIS LINE LS, ..
WHEN ACTVALLY LT 15 0T NESDED, TECUMOLOG6Y Hd™>
Aourniep S0 IS CE THS IDEA WAS Conjutid,
TAT  LESS EAPEUSIVE, (ot CoPYzio- Spcu NOMS

WLkt ArE CoSTAIMARLE Mow EXST.

4p YeAR S OF 10+ %
ADVELTICLN 6= TP ALL

Eueo MG wind FARUS TeCANOLO6YG H/{-%*i\)éweg}ééi"]"aa,/u&ll&_ |
CER CiEut, VERDUE win® MILLS, WHICH W T?&Sﬁ Wiyd
PLE Molte DURABLE 1P HbH wy DS i 4es SHEERSOR Bl

<V E -
5% &%?&JHU ' o ELMIATE

Fwienl @ b moG (€
D TNES CEUC

TIESE, (nSTALED oLy TY Op U R I DE

Aomn Me Need R WS - Ay

Pul Sl s WwouLD LESTES ME %qamsgo/;m;amm/

Pﬁ;ﬁ% 1 INVESTORS, Thos € BACKWO ™Me whot

obs Wit DemES (T

P
THERE SWbVLD Pe  IWEOIVES Fof Haiﬁé’;i’ii’ THRL eUT
Fous NTSEZ6 ™ HAve 50 (M- LUE(':}D&/ Op MMU R (TES .
WMy GoATR Wk oL PP |

- Tl 010 b4 -

2

Th qEJAT‘E R

VS 4O 2] ) .
(yVEsT 1N BATTD2y (AL RESLARCA C e
fLom P ‘ (o1-P0 RADONS .

Why? Beease 0F [pse TRORT PO
We AL AT A Do1wT  WHLLE  MoAT CrURAEE  SHOILD Ae
Cé;tfowtéﬂab. WE HAVE on.Ly THES Pl A% o0 - HoUusE -
we M LSE M Same Az, wWE ARE W ATZH I 6 OV

W A TE |74 "’D[*,ﬂ,’i"ilﬁybg v EfFfoRITS 0 HAML G o TD AN
Eneiloy Svorle MaT Can B REPULED BY WWDTSIAR -




Corropanons twite DL MAKE Mo ‘PQ@G"}’ -

Euép 17 Staed DOwWR A 2820 ok Two T™MEY wiw
STIL Pt FIVAACUAe. WILNNERS, ..

RuT How wonDERFUL IF ColPobADONS Covcd TURM TD

HEOPW 6 SAVE oV NATURAL RESOURCES, MAKWNG ME HoRt
awp Soeceedwe 1o NOT = YIININYS PLARETARY iP5 —
THoSE witHi e T QopPoiRARON s ARE Huubus Ao so, CAPABLE oF
Moo YEloMW (= '\’70130.0(;()/ WHD RNELD OAYLEU, (LEAN :%ni.:,
b oauT T B UCorr DiSusE FRET.

MovAr Covpipe WEOLPR HAVE Mo HELRIAD 6 MALKIND,

Ave oF US S . e BE
\ , - ¢ | - £fHomtow npes TV
PLASE SubPoRT TACERTIVES Fo- V2 Li "”H‘,%UPgﬂggw/{?_* oW BUEY e -

Aaoess 0 Mol

THIRD WORLD (HuwTRILS ATRE Gmuin 6
ADOVA et Cﬁ)gTﬁﬁY\iﬁ"&LG’ &J‘UZ@¢7 T‘LC&U\)&E—O@&/
WhaT 7’91)‘(&.6’ POPOSW 6 - ‘ _
Cropudr WA OVTAWED So(al, &0 UThY & TRYWWE T2 bl
oMo STATS T Do M SAME. ,

Elon moSK vow wis Sowst. ReoPTIPS .

PLoase Consid e WIDEUIRG  YBull WDEKWS & Mol e ™S
QTATE ST2P [UTD A Nzw Woizen OF SUSTAWNALLE Tzl 0206
»e ood on AL Levuses Foiz AetoF VS,

T witl
co PFoMS & 1AVES T2s  (MCLUD <D, Lot M T

‘T‘DMW&:»W&;"(HI% wc)ru,l:)rs UNIQuE DRAEFTLESS AeGA
Ploss Don't PURSVE THe ALRESSIVE | ey DS M (E
DAMLE THESL GWES wiLe Do ™ MS coi-@m@cm?
Un ot ALk 6F WSCmSIA THE PRA FILESS ARA,

THAN &

Yove MORAL COURATE o REQUIRED .. PLLFSE.

Marp.-yov -
L(;u DA \(é’L? )







C 34510 Sob Stach on - ;*0 CownteT o™werlergelimes from i ks Tsi~ ke
Mondort - TuskY Plancs £iom 3010, 3003 201, whe SubsTabM 110 Movdfort?
Qny SubStakon v 345K\ 16 ma ned o 1A kY acd mor o (ke ’
e edSo Plewwed War Spwie Graa, MR Ryan kad o Guswon aate Whe -
@Asic Wy T 45KV subSTatian o needed et Mactfyd —

I Quwswtio Te 345KV 1S 1apded +p Corneed w ex g Tawsnssion li
A Mt -0k oy The VOTTRges & wy ueors uiluﬁ /Y”\Ej weesSiom line

: Wl
;mm{a% Coumeet & iuMefiiuig, 1 Ty Say Ccﬁ-mcﬂp%@cd'
’ﬁ\@w B sty w i @mumm la e ha 345’«433\‘ZQT108 Covne b |
#2 covhnged -

Concern aboyT  Tewer hewut 2 W g
MP, Rk o€ I1TC. - Kegps r'epé@:m\fj 154 %0 Towel Hagwﬁ

¥ WG Cagy momer Ml&hbﬁ%&mﬁ%m ondel he (o0-245 NV wikes
He SAps AGDIn 510 A ytee ¢ & DOESKT Ennw Answez 0 e
queshn | wovlg vt the towd hegit mluese wdn el exfya wire -
ey ane wnholding (nomabon .
el Angela Jorlam, & Me-Regpn et Rob Dewrelson wes fol& ad”
Cessvilv meeﬁgﬁ fwat CHE double roact Towas wovid ‘Avdege
T IN0" th hegid over Lt [gud gu o SAU Maimitin il aoerege
€oen whonm auetner |guer u@f%mmssm [ine wes o
Cowmentd png poles beweatn iy (-2 45ev. w INS (Bwines Porcuirag
Qet BuSiwns Canda. - Anggla prdpn Con hejp me vidinStaud Hs
$ortun b'v; Wl“?’u&ewﬁm Araw sg:rf 7 CMSWWL?# 21
AP PV wud Crmskucled 345 kV dguble reulfwja 125 KV I
Cowmeoles yi ot e 245 KV wikes, |
— L Tregs bz 90 IO‘QCf ona.
& Ry SC’Lc‘S iTC forcoo W abilify T2 Memou~ | o
The €asém e KT police fs diffeced @‘@S%WR S0 béymd
easomend Seems o be ‘free &km%ehgfwm,
Aet s Policy n wnimf)/ew,{(,f

el Mgwm %wwm %%}MS Pm/[ca? Ve WYJ\\MI =










-3

Last Name /4» //r \/ First Name (& 'I]a

[ 1Frequent Visitor

EIS Scoping Input
Mail to: Cardinal Hickory Creek
SWCA Environmental Consultants =~ ~
Cardinail Hickory Creek EIS Comments
200 Bursca Drive suite 207
Bridgeville, PA 15017

Or scan and email to
comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us

Deadline: January 6, 2017
Years of residence in area: _/ & Positions held and/or responsibilities assumed in my community:

[ ] Individual [ ] Fédmity [ ] Business

1. I have marked impacts that concern me regarding the high voltage transmission option:

l.oss of Property Value l.oss of Environmental Assets Loss of Tourism Related Business
Loss of Business Income “ifects on Rare/Endangered Habitats Impacts oy Rising Energy Costs
ffecis o My Personal Health Fffects on Rare/Endangered Animals Cantlicts with My Energy Goals
5 an Others Health iffecis on Rare/Endangered Plants Lompromises on Local Economy

Eifecis on My Livestock Jdiects on Raptors & Waterfowl Lass/diminished Cultural Assets
Fifocis of Electromagnetic cifects on Surface & Ground Water irmpacts oy Religious, Personal
Fields & Noise Values or Cultural Assets

Use the reverse side
or additional pages

2, Itemized concerns | have about the high voltage transmission proposal: e
as needed.

Environmental Impacts | am concerned about (water bodies, animals, plants, habitats) Location by Municipality

Businesses negatively impacted by loss of tourism and arrested residential/business growth. | Location by Municipality

Cultural and health impacts of concern (religion, historical assets, age, health conditions) Location by Municipality

@. Energy Investment Priorities
A. | am concerned about rising energy costs. | prefer investment in end-user improvements like energy efficiency over
investments that increase dependency on utilities and create long-term debt.

x
CBZE oppose all high voltage transmission options as they would inherently detract from the natural environment and
lbcal economies. Should any electrical need be determined, | support a blend of minimal impact alternatives such as
targeted energy efficiency, modern load management and distributed generation including solar-support at existing

Qb tations.
C, request that the Environmental Impact Statement for this proposal include comprehensive, cost-benefit analysis of

he towest impact alternatives. The dollar amount applied to non-transmission investment options, studied alone and in
combination, shoutd equal the total cost of the high voltage transmission option assumed by all electric customers over

I am aware that mﬂ:pn{mew s, inclyding my address and contact informatton, are subject to be included in the EIS report.

40 years including,, onstruction, finan in/g%ation, maintanance and depreciation.
Signature%% /%/]ﬁ”""‘k ””” ) Date /A-2 - /@
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December 28, 2016

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Cardinal Hickory Creek EIS Comments
200 Bursca Drive suite 207
Bridheville, PA 15017

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Enclosed are 9 signed EiS Scoping forms that were filled by residents of Wyoming Township, lowa
County, WI. The proposed Nerthern route for the CHC transmission line runs across this Township.
Based on feedhack, most Township residents are opposed to this Northern route because this is a rural
region that is located in the heart of the unglaciated Driftiess region of the Midwest. Its economy is
dependent on tourism and recreation. Running 15-18 story transmission towers across this region would
ruin its scenic heauty and endanger fragile plant and animal species.

If possible, please send me an email to acknowledge receipt of these RIS forms. You can also contact me
if you have any questions.

S /prelyyours
M&%%%%
“/Mary M Kritz







From: I
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us

Subject: Comments on Cardinal Hickory Creek EIS

Date: Friday, January 06, 2017 2:56:05 PM

Attachments: TPE Cardinal Hickory EIS Sianed Scope Statement.pdf

Good afternoon,

Attached isaforma comment from The Prairie Enthusiasts regarding the Cardinal Hickory
Creek EISfor theinitial scope of the project. If you could please confirm with me that you
have received our comment, | would greatly appreciate it.

Sincerely,

Christopher J. Kirkpatrick
Executive Director
The Prairie Enthusiasts




The,

Prairi

Enthusiasts

ThePrairieEnthusiasts,org
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Alice Mirk
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Jim Rogala
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Deanna Pomife
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Minnesota Driftless

Jim Rachuy
Northwest Hlinois
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David Hamel
Prairie Sands

Linda Lynch
Southwest Wisconsin

Evaane Hunt
8t. Croix Valley

Gary Eldred
Director Emeritus

Staff

Chris Kirkpatrick
Executive Birector

Joe Rising

Communications Coordinator

Jerry Pedretti
Bookkeeper

January 6, 2017

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Drive

Suite 207

Bridgeville, PA 15017

Dear SWCA Environmental Consultants,

The Prairic Enthusiasts (TPE) is making comments regarding the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) that has been initiated for the proposed Cardinal-Hickory
Creek transmission line in southwest Wisconsin. TPE’s mission is that we seek to
ensure the perpetuation and recovery of prairies, oak savannas, and other associated
ecosystems in the upper Midwest through management, protection, restoration, and
education. In carrying out this mission over the past 30 years TPE has purchased over
2,000 acres and holds conservation easements on an additional 1,000 acres. The
majority of this land lies within the same region as the proposed transmission line.

TPE is concerned that all land conserved by non-profit land conservation organizations
are included in the scope of the EIS. Our organization was very concerned when the
American Transmission Company had their original public sessions in 2016, Even
though many areas of their maps noted “conserved land” one of our highest quality
sites, Pleasant Valley Conservancy in Vermont Township, Dane County, WI which we
own part of and hold conservation casement on was not included, and the proposed
northern route includes 100% of this property. Not only is this site owned by TPE, but
it is a dedicated State Natural Area and is enrolled in the WI Knowles Nelson
Stewardship Program. These omissions are very concerning to our organization and its
members.

We are asking for all conserved land be included within the scope of the EIS being
initiated. This includes all lands owned and all private conservation easements held by
non-profit land conservation organizations. In addition that ail State Natural Areas and
land enrolled into the WI Knowles Nelson Stewardship Program be included in the
scope of the EIS. This would be in addition to federal, state, county, or municipally
owned conservation or public recreation land,

Executive Director

Grassroots Conservation in Action!

110 S. Main St. P.Q. Box 824, Viroqua, W1 53701-1148 (815)541-3494 executivedirector@theprairieenthusiasts.org
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January 6, 2017

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Drive

Suite 207

Bridgeville, PA 15017

Dear SWCA Environmental Consultants,

The Prairie Enthusiasts (TPE) is making comments regarding the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) that has been initiated for the proposed Cardinal-Hickory
Creek transmission line in southwest Wisconsin. TPE’s mission is that we seek to
ensure the perpetuation and recovery of prairies, oak savannas, and other associated
ccosystems in the upper Midwest through management, protection, restoration, and
education, In carrying out this mission over the past 30 years TPE has purchased over
2,000 acres and holds conservation easements on an additional 1,000 acres. The
majority of this land lies within the same region as the proposed transmission line,

TPE is concerned that all land conserved by non-profit land conservation organizations
are included in the scope of the EIS. Our organization was very concerned when the
American Transmission Company had their original public sessions in 2016. Even
though many areas of their maps noted “conserved land” one of our highest quality
sites, Pleasant Valley Conservancy in Vermont Township, Dane County, WI which we
own part of and hold conservation easement on was not included, and the proposed
northern route includes 100% of this property, Not only is this site owned by TPE, but
it is a dedicated State Natural Area and is enrolled in the WI Knowles Nelson
Stewardship Program. These omissions are very concerning to our organization and its
members.

We are asking for all conserved land be included within the scope of the EIS being
initiated. This includes all lands owned and all private conservation easements held by
non-profit land conservation organizations. In addition that all State Natural Areas and
land enrolled into the WI Knowles Nelson Stewardship Program be included in the
scope of the EIS. This would be in addition to federal, state, county, or municipally
owned conservation or public recreation land.

Executive Director

Grassroots Conservation in Action!

110 S. Main §t. P.O. Box 824, Viroqua, WI 53701-1148 (815)541-3494 executivedirector@theprairiecenthusiasts.org




From: I

To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us

Subject: Cardinal / Hickory Creek Transmission Line Concern
Date: Friday, January 06, 2017 12:21:26 PM
Attachments: TK.vcf

Dear SWCA Environmental Consultants;

My name is Todd King and | am the PGA General Manager at Deer Valley Lodge & Golf in
Barneveld, Wisconsin. | am writing to you today to share our concerns over the proposed 125
mile long power line to run from Dubugue to Middleton.

| am sure you have received numerous letters outlining concern for the line infringing on the
Driftless Area’s natural beauty, wildlife and area residents. | am also aware of many people’s
concern for the need of the line and the declining or flat energy demand. While we share
those concerns as well, I’d also like to share the potential economic impact on our business.

Deer Valley Lodge and Golf sits on nearly 400 acres and includes a 62 room hotel, 12,000
square foot indoor waterpark, large banquet facility, business meeting space, 27 hole golf
course, golf practice range and 18 hole foot golf course. The golf course has been in operation
since 1999 and the hotel complex since 2006. We have spent over 18 years building this
business. Our main calling card is definitely the beautiful landscape of SW Wisconsin and the
breathtaking views are what we are known for. With over 60,000 visitors annually (hotel
guests, wedding events, business meetings, golfers and footgolfers), our concern is the
negative impact on our business due to the visual impact of the lines as well as the loss of a
certain level of serenity that draws our guests to the property. We are also concerned that
many families and children would not want to play on our foot golf course, which would lie in
the shadow of the towers and experience the “hum” of the lines.

We are not against progress or expansion of our infrastructure, our concerns are based on the
real need of these lines and on the potential negative impact on our guests and our business.

Respectfully;
Todd A. King

PGA General Manager
Deer Valley Lodge & Golf



mailto:comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
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From:

To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Comments on ATC Cardinal-Hickory Creek Powerline Proposal
Date: Wednesday, January 04, 2017 2:29:17 PM

To: SWCA Environmental Consultants

| am writing in strong opposition to the proposed American
Transmission Co. plan to build a 125-mile powerline through the unique
ecosystem of the Driftless Area of southwestern Wisconsin.

My husband and | have been residents of this areafor over
thirty-three years and have a deep appreciation for the diversity and
natural beauty of the region.

The proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek powerline would have profound,
negative environmental and economic impacts and isa costly,
unnecessary waste of resources.

In my opinion, some of the reasons for not constructing this powerline include:
1) Lack of need in an era of declining or flat use of electrical power

— The need for out-of-state electrical supply has not been shown. If

an actual need isidentified then an analysis should be conducted of
non-transmission alternatives which have less damaging effects.

2) High cost of construction and maintenance — Wisconsin el ectrical
ratepayers would be supporting construction and maintenance costs of
the line for forty years with no direct benefit while profits go to

the developers.

3) Negative economic impact on tourism, agriculture and property
values — The transmission line would be supported by 17-story tall
towers with awide swath of clearance on either side of theline.

4) Environmental damage of conservation and agricultural lands, native
heritage sites, state parks, and scenic landscapes — Construction

along the proposed routes would result in severe damage to
environmentally and culturally sensitive areas, bird migration, fish

and wildlife.

For all of these reasons, | strongly urge rejection of the ATC's
proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek powerline.

Sincerely,

Mary T. Knight
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Dear SWCA Consultants,

| am writing this letter to express my concerns about the proposed American Transmission Company
Cardinal/Hickory Creek Transmission Line.

| oppose this line being built as proposed. There are better economic, environmental and aesthetic options to
insure an adequate energy supply. Constructing a 125 mile, 345KV transmission line supported by 17-story tall
towers through the heart of the Driftless Area, the Midwest’s most unigque eco-region, is not sound public policy.

Economically, there are serious questions if this line is even needed in the future. Supply currently exceeds
demand in Wisconsin’s electrical power market and demand looks to be flat or slightly declining recently. New
wind and gas plants have already been approved locally that question the need to import out-of-state electrical
supplles. Furthermore, there are better, more cost efficient alternatives including increased energy efficiencies,
distributed energy demand response and solar energy. Wisconsin's electricity rates are the highest in the Midwest
and will only get higher if this line is constructed as proposed.

in addition economically, tourism and recreation (fishing, hunting, biking, hiking, etc.) are a large part of the
Driftless economic base. Constructing this line will create an aesthetic eyesore that would be devastating to these

vital sectors of the economy.

Environmentally, proposed corridors running through lowa and Dane counties’ many high-quality habitats for
threatened, endangered and Federa! species of concern. This area provides shelter and nurtures diverse
populations of birds, insects, amphibians, reptiles and plants. The line also runs through the Upper Mississippi
River National Wiidlife and Fish Refuge, part of the central United States waterfowl migration flyway that’s
recognized as a “Ramsar Convention Globally Important Bird Area”. This proposed CHC transmission line will
damage vital conservation areas and natural resources — an unacceptable price when better alternatives are
available,

This project does not serve the best interests of our communities, state and nation. |seriously question the need
for this line at atl, and believe if it is determined that it is needed, that a thorough analysis be completed to
determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives - new local wind and solar generation, energy
efficiency, storage, demand response — would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both economically
and environmentally. If this analysis proves to require an additional line, which | think highly unlikely, | suggest
that less damaging alternatives be seriously considered such as upgrading existing low-voltage transmission lines
along existing corridors. Establishing a totally new corridor through pristine lands is the last possible alternative.

Sincerely,




From: on behalf of Jerry Koerner

To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: ATC Proposal
Date: Friday, December 30, 2016 12:27:39 PM

There are many reasons why we oppose the Cardinal Hickory Creek high voltage power lines
proposed by ATC:

1. | believe that ATC has not demonstrated a need for the electricity in the greater Madison
area, over the long term.

2. | believe they have intentionally refused to develop an aternative that provides the same
amount of power using distributed production using solar, wind and biomass sources.

3. | don't understand why we would buy power from wind farmsin lowa and Minnesota,
instead of producing it locally, and thereby creating good jobs in Wisconsin.

4.1 don't agree with the formulathat almost guarantees that ATC makes a profit. The costs
just get passed on to us through our local utility companies. We may be able to make our own
or buy our electricity locally at alower cost instead of being locked into a 50 year agreement
with ATC.

5. Welivein lowa County near the highway 18/151. The huge towers would be visible from
our farm and could reduce our property values.

6. The driftless area where we live is special for its scenic beauty. The huge towers would
certainly be ablight on our whole area.

7. We are concerned that the electric lines will cause problems with radio and TV reception.
We have noticed problems when driving near other high voltage lines.

8. Weinvested in 3 solar systemsin 2006 and 2009. If the utility company can buy power
cheaper out of state, they most likely would not continue to pay us for our excess power. We
are very proud that we produce more electricity than we use, and therefore do not consume
fossil fuels.

Please consider these issues as iou review ani iroiosaj from ATC.


mailto:dogbite@mhtc.net

From: Claudia Koprowski

To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Driftless Area

Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 2:41:32 PM
Attachments: Letter for Cox to Cardinal Hickory Creek.docx

To Whom it may concern,
Please find attached letter.



Hello

Please include this letter in the Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS

My sister and brother-in-law -Gary and Nancy Cox- bought their family's property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Their 40 acres - which includes the only upland nesting cover for the wetland below them- lie within the Driftless Area. They have been stewarding it very carefully; establishing native prairie, using organic methods as they garden, doing all they can - as they respect and honor this unique area. Nancy is a visual artist and she has done countless paintings celebrating the beauty there.



Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that  property owners there have this gorgeous and environmentally sensitive land threatened by ATC's proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines. 



But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use their roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an increasingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks will negatively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination.



I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small tributaries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these streams in recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and browns depend on these sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a variety of birds like wood ducks, mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver, muskrats, fox and weasels are frequently seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could easily cause excessive runoff to these streams and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creek that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the Midwest,  Montanta, California, Pennsylvannia and New York. 



While fishing these creeks Gary often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endangered species.  



Reptiles like endangered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher, Red-tailed Hawk, turkey,  pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.



Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker, Loggerhead Shrike and American Woodcock.



Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerelean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary Warbler, indigo bunting.



Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the construction phase and subsequent maintenance work.



I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind and solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both economically and environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives  such as upgrading existing low-voltage transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.



Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the WI electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WI Siting Standards..  I see these lines as nothing but negative and am firmly opposed.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Cordially,

Claudia Koprowski


Hello

Please include this letter in the Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS

My sister and brother-in-law -Gary and Nancy Cox- bought their family's property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago.
Their 40 acres - which includes the only upland nesting cover for the wetland below them- lie within the Driftless Area. They
have been stewarding it very carefully; establishing native prairie, using organic methods as they garden, doing all they can - as
they respect and honor this unique area. Nancy is a visual artist and she has done countless paintings celebrating the beauty there.

Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that property owners there have this gorgeous and
environmentally sensitive land threatened by ATC's proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines.

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use their roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an
increasingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks
will negatively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination.

I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small
tributaries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these
streams in recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and browns
depend on these sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a variety of birds
like wood ducks, mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver, muskrats, fox
and weasels are frequently seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could easily cause
excessive runoff to these streams and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creek that are fed by
these smaller tributaries. Black Earth Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the Midwest, Montanta,
California, Pennsylvannia and New York.

While fishing these creeks Gary often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endangered species.

Reptiles like endangered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher,
Red-tailed Hawk, turkey, pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker,
Loggerhead Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerelean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary
Warbler, indigo bunting.

Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the construction
phase and subsequent maintenance work.

I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind and
solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both
economically and environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-voltage
transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the WI
electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WI Siting Standards.. | see these lines as nothing but negative and am
firmly opposed.

Cordially,
Claundio Koprowski



From: Binky Krahn

To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Proposed Transmission Line
Date: Friday, November 04, 2016 12:09:14 PM

Please register my opposition to this proposal. Thisis an appalling amount of money, which
would be better spent on alternative sources of energy. Slow down and take a more careful
look at this. Istherereally aneed?
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Mr. Dennis Rankin,

I am writing to you in regards to the Cardinal Hickory Transmission Line
Project. | am a former resident of Springdale Township in Dane County, Wisconsin.
My mother owns land in the Town of Springdale, and | used to live there. The
property backs up to beautiful ridges and has natural fresh water springs. The
Springdale Land Use plan has some pretty distinct rules regarding land use and
overall preservation of the rural atmosphere, beautiful landscape and business
types that are allowed on the land.

As with most zoning legalities, all land use in Springdale must be approved
by the local township. Springdale Township has very few businesses, most of them
agriculturally related. The roads in Springdale are well maintained and are used for
the rural residents, and for travel purposes, but are not prepared for the amount of
traffic that would take place if the Cardinal Hickory Transmission Line Project went
through the land.

The wetlands are home to animals, plant species and also are vital to the
health of the land in Springdale. The wetlands as well as the streams and creeks in
the area are also essential to our water quality in Dane County. The affects of this
project could significantly affect the water table, which would be more than a local
problem. The City of Madison utilizes the ground water in this part of the State. The
long-term effects of this project could be drastic. Although the wetlands are
federally protected lands, the rest of Springdale needs our help. The roadways, the
farm land, and lands surrounding wetlands to ensure their health all need
protecting from this project,

Please consider the environmental as well as zoning ramifications of this
project. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sierra Krall

sl






Public Scoping Period Comment Card
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service

- You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These

~“¢omments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel free to attach

additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit comments via email to: .
commenls@C'lrdmalH;ckowCreekEIS us. The public scoping period ends on Janu’uy 6 20i7

Comments:
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ecology. WY Township was never ideal farmland because of the steep hills and river valleys
found throughout the Driftless region. This non-glaciated region has a very different ecology
and landscape than the rest of the Midwest does, In the 1960s, this scenic land started to
appreciate in value along with acreage prices in WY Township. In response, local farmers
started to sell their farms to cuitural and touristic institutions (Taliesin, American Player’s
Theater, Governor Dodge State Park, Bethel Horizons, and Tower Hill State Park) that were
interested in building or expanding their operations in the Driftless region. The region also
started to attract people interested in purchasing land and restoring its native ecology (as the
Aldo Leopold family and Foundation did in Sauk County). The transformation of the land from
agriculture to environmental preservation and cultural activities is now well advanced in lowa
County and likely to continue in the years ahead as long as the pristine landscape of the
Driftless Region remains intact.

Because of the changing usage of land and increasing attention to prairie restoration in the
Driftless region, many endangered plants and animals can be found in this area. | have seen
Regal Fritillary butterflies, Blanchard’s cricket frogs, ornate box turtles, Henslow Sparrows, pale
purple coneflower, and Wild Hyacinths on my land. | am currently retired and spend a great
deal of my time working on prairie and forest restoration on my land. It is beautiful land and it
breaks my heart to think that the ATC towers may cross this landscape.

While | understand that stabilization of the national and regional electricity grid remains an
important Federal and State government priority, questions are being raised by people in this
community about whether that is best done by building a transmission line of the scale that has
been proposed or through alternative approaches. At the least before the Wi Public Service
Commission and the Federal Government approve the proposed project, further cost/benefit
analysis needs to be done that would tally up the environmental and economic costs of siting
the ATC towers in the Driftless region.

Respectfully yours,

roperty owner in Wyoming Township, lowa County, WI,
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From: Todd Kummer

To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Comment on Cardinal - Hickory Creek transmission line
Date: Thursday, January 05, 2017 4:00:45 PM

| am writing to raise questions about the validity of the planned transmission line. | am aland owner near the
proposed linein Ridgeway Township.

I question the need for anew transmission line rather than strong proposals for reducing energy use to live within
our current energy availability. It seemsto me that anew line will only encourage greater energy usage “because it
isavailable.” The discussion should be how do we live within our means with available energy or less energy.
Additionaly, new energy should come from renewable sources.

| am also concerned about the visual impact of such alarge line in one of the more pristine areas of Wisconsin. Once
built it will never come down and will affect the quality of life for residents of that areafor ever. | am concerned
about the adverse affects on property values near the line.

In summary, | think the line will adversely affect nearby protected prairie areas and quality of life for residents. And,
the need for such alineis very suspect in my opinion.

Todd Kummer
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From: Joel Kurth

To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: comments - Cardinal - Hickory Creek Transmisson Line Project
Date: Thursday, January 05, 2017 9:36:51 PM

TO: USDA RUS
RE: Comment on the Cardinal - Hickory Creek Transmisson Line Project

This project makes significant use of greenfield corridors in the Driftless Area of lowa and Dane
Counties in Wisconsin. For this reason alone the RUS should not be a source of funding for
Dairyland Cooperative for this project.

The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (PSCW), by law, must follow in order: (1) existing
utility corridors, (2) highway and railroad corridors, (3) rec trails, (4) new corridors, in determining
where transmission lines are to be built. In lowa County, WI, the revised preliminary corridors
each have significant amounts that do not utilize existing utility or highway corridors at all. The
existing utility corridors around Spring Green aren't even in the study area anymore. The
northernmost preliminary route is mostly greenfield, cutting across beautiful rural and visually
unspoiled areas, much of which is wooded. The landowners in this rural area should not suffer
the burden of a transmission line that will mostly be built to benefit the significant load centers in
Madison and eastward. At least the southern route runs along a busy existing highway corridor
and certain utility corridors; nevertheless, a transmission line along US HWY 151 will further spoill
the view south from Military Ridge.

Throughout the numerous reports on the USDA website, it is stated that an important purpose of
this project is in meeting Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS). This project connects to wind
power generation. But, given the Wisconsin RPS is by and large satisfied coupled with the
declining cost (which will likely continue to decline) of solar power and its usefulness in meeting
demand at peak times in the summer, it is debatable this transmission line should be built at all.

Best,
Joel Kurth, Frame Road Properties
Landowner in the Towns of Arena and Clyde, Wisconsin
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Public Scoping Period Comment Card
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service. . ..

You are-invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) pracess by voicing your ideas,
sugeestions, or concems welated to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Projeet. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Envivonmental Fnpact Statement (EISY is developed. Feel free to attuch
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit comments via email to:
comments@CardinatickoryCroek EIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017,
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Public Scoping Period Comment Card
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
U.S. Department of Agricuiture Rural Utilities Service

You are invited to participate in the Nationad Environmental Policy Act {NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
sugpestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickoery Creek Fransmission Line Project, These
commants with be considered as the Draft Environmental Tiopact Stateroent (E1S) is developed. Feel free to allach
additional sheets as needed. Fyou prefer, vau cun subinit comments vin email to:

comments@Cardinall HekoryCreckEIS.us. The public scoping period ends on Janoary 6, 2017,
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