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Rural Business Development Grants, 2016

	Recipient
	Project Description

	Barre Opera House, Inc.
	$23,500 to hire a fundraising consultant to complete a feasibility study the Opera House’s upcoming capital campaign and a project manager to oversee improvements to the Opera House.

	Bennington County Regional Commission
	$30,000 to complete a feasibility study focused on identifying opportunities to expand agricultural businesses and enhance access to local food in Bennington County. 

	Capstone Community Action, Inc. (Barre)
	$30,000 to support Capstone Community Action’s efforts to strengthen small and emerging businesses in the Barre area through networking, technical assistance and training. 

	Center for an Agricultural Economy (Hardwick)
	$76,839 to increase farm viability by matching farms with market channels and providing technical assistance. This grant will expand food system collaboration through supporting producers as they work to increase shelf-life, establish a brand, and develop supply-chain relationships.  

	Energy Action Network (Montpelier)
	$19,000 to provide on-the-ground technical assistance to communities for supporting expansion of the clean energy sector and to create a "Community Energy Dashboard".

	Friends of Dog Mountain, Inc. (St. Johnsbury)
	$75,000 to further develop the Stephen Huneck Gallery at Dog Mountain into a unique travel and tourism attraction in St. Johnsbury, VT under new non-profit leadership. 

	Northeast Kingdom Community Action (Newport)
	$92,698 to promote economic development in the Northeast Kingdom by providing startup assistance, training and peer support to women seeking to create and grow businesses.

	Northeastern Vermont Development Association (St. Johnsbury)
	$50,000 to provide in-depth, professional support to help towns strengthen their communities, set priorities and construct action plans to advance major community and economic revitalization efforts.

	Northern Community Investment Corporation (St.Johnsbury)
	$99,999 to support NCIC’s small and emerging business programing through database integration and upgrades to the organization’s internal financial reporting system. 

	Northern Community Investment Corporation (St.Johnsbury)
	$100,000 to provide specialized technical assistance and professional consulting to small and emerging businesses to assist in growth, expansion, and the creation of employment opportunities. 

	Northern Forest Center (Concord/Gilman)
	$92,676 to support the local forest industry jobs through developing Kingdom Pellets, LLC a wood pellet mill to be located in Gilman, VT.

	Rural Community Transportation Inc. (Lyndonville)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]$51,179 to enhance rural transportation through developing a smartphone application to provide on-demand pick up and drop off of rural shared transport users. 

	ST. Johnsbury Works! Inc. (St. Johnsbury)
	$70,000 to provide technical assistance to small and emerging business through working lands needs assessments; small and micro-enterprise development; and collaborative community marketing.

	Strolling of the Heifers, Inc. (Dummerston)
	$30,000 to establish a business hatchery designed to nurture the next generation of innovative farm and food entrepreneurs.

	The Foundry Workshop, LTD (Lyndon)
	$27,300 to build the organization’s capacity to support small and emerging manufacturing businesses. The Foundry Workshop offers entrepreneurs the tools and training they need to develop and launch new products.

	The Foundry Workshop, LTD (Lyndon)
	$60,000 to purchase specialized manufacturing tools and equipment for use by member product developers and providing training on equipment use. 

	The Umbrella of St. Johnsbury, Inc.
	$91,889 to provide workforce training to women-in-transition by using the launch of a value-added shelf-stable product as an opportunity for business internships and entrepreneurial training.  

	Town of  Craftsbury
	$99,950 to construct 4.33 miles of fiber cable within the Town of Craftsbury and connect up to 25 small business locations.

	Town of Middlebury
	$25,500 to provide assistance to businesses located in downtown Middlebury being disrupted by a two year railroad bridge construction project. The assistance will strengthen marketing and selling outreach to downtown Middlebury.  

	Green Mountain Farm-to-School Inc. (Newport)
	$98,890 to provide technical assistance to farmers and food processors to improve products for wholesale markets and to facilitate the aggregation and distribution of farm and food products. 

	VT Housing Conservation Board (Montpelier)
	$99,994 to increase the number and improve the sustainability of small scale farm, food and forestry businesses in the Northeast Kingdom REAP Zone.

	Total = $1,344,414
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