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A. INTRODUCTION

Self Help Enterprises project plans to construct 67 units of single-family housing and will assist potential
homeowners with submitting financing requests to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural
Development (USDA RD) to construct homes in the proposed Lakeview Terrace (Project) in the city of
Corcoran, CA. USDA RD is considering this financing request. Prior to taking a federal action (i.e.,
providing financial assistance), USDA RD is required to complete an environmental impact analysis in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) (U.S.C. 4231 et seq.), the Council
on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) regulations for implementing NEPA (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508), and
RD’s NEPA implementing regulations, Environmental Policies and Procedures (7 CFR Part 1970). After
completing an independent analysis of an environmental assessment (EA) prepared by GIBCO
Environmental LLC, USDA RD concurred with its scope and content. USDA RD finds that the EA is
consistent with federal regulations and meets the standards for an adequate assessment. In addition,
USDA RD considers the proposed Project an undertaking subject to review under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), 16 USC 470(f), and its implementing regulation, “Protection
of Historic Properties” (36 CFR Part 800).

B. PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE/NEED

The overall purpose of the project is to construct 67 affordable single family residential units on a 14.1-
acres of a 17.06-acre tract located on APNs 034-170-0002, -003, -004, and -002. The project is
consistent with and will meet stated USDA goals of improving the quality of life, development, and
security of eligible populations in rural America. The proposed project sites will be sold to low- or
moderate-income families utilizing the Single-Family Housing 524 Loan Program. The project will consist
of construction improvements of roadways with curbs, gutters, lighting, sidewalks, utilities, and 67
single family homes. USDA RD has reviewed the purpose and need for the Project and determined that
the proposal will meet the present and future needs of the Self Help Enterprise.

C. ALTERNATIVES EVALUATED
1. No Action

Under the No Action Alternative, USDA RD would not provide financial assistance to homeowners to
construct in Lakeview Terrace (Project), and the proposed Project would not be constructed. This
alternative would not assist Self Help Enterprise in providing new, modern, affordable housing units in the
area.

2. Action Alternative (Preferred Alternative)

Under the Action Alternative, USDA RD would consider financing the proposed Project and provide
524 Loans to 67 eligible applicants to construct their residences. The proposed Project would consist
of site preparation, construction of street, curb and gutter, sidewalks, streetlights, all utilities. The
new housing units will assist in meeting the need for decent, safe, and sanitary affordable housing in
Kings County.

3. Alternatives Eliminated from Further Consideration

As there are no significant impacts anticipated with the construction of the proposed project, no further
alternatives analysis was required.
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D. SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

The analysis documented that the proposed Project would have no significant effects to Land Use,
Floodplains, Wetlands, Water Resources, Coastal Resources, Biological Resources, Historic and Cultural
Properties, Aesthetics, Air Quality, and Human Health and Safety. A summary of anticipated impacts on
the human environment is provided below, including any mitigation measures deemed necessary to
avoid or minimize impacts Self Help Enterprise is responsible for implementing these measures.

1. Land Use —Site is owned by Self Help Enterprise, and the site consist of disturbed, vacant lot
with ruderal vegetation. The project site is surrounded by existing residential, commercial
properties, and farmland. The project site is also designated as R1-6 (Single-Family Residential)
per zoning Map. The project’s proposal is consistent with the current zone in Kings County.

2. Floodplains — Subject parcel is in Flood Zone X, which is outside the 100-year flood zone and the
flood potential for the subject property is low per FEMA Firmette Flood Hazard Maps 0631C0525C
effective 6/16/2009. The project will have no adverse effect to floodplains.

3. Wetlands — Based on the USFWS National Wetland Inventory wetlands do not exist on or near the
project site. The project will have no effects to wetlands.

4. Water Resources — The project is not located in an area designated by the EPA as a Sole Source
Aquifer. The project will use public water and sewer systems. The construction site will be subject
to all NPDES General Permit requirements, which will minimize erosion and drainage. No effect to
water resources is anticipated.

5. Coastal Resources — This project is not located in a Coastal Zone Management Area. There are no
Coastal Barrier Resources within California. There will be no effects to Coastal Resources.

6. Biological Resources — An official species list from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was requested
and received through the Regulatory Review section in IPAC. There were 9 threatened,
endangered and proposed threatened species on the list. A Biological Resource Evaluation (BRE)
was completed. The site is an urban parcel located in a developing area. It is graded, nearly flat,
and consists of bare soil with ruderal vegetation that does not have suitable habitat for migratory
birds, including Golden Eagles and Bald Eagles, and any critical species or habitat to thrive or
breed. To ensure there are no adverse impacts, mitigation measures will be implemented as
recommended in the BRE for the burrowing Owl, Swainson Hawk, and migratory birds. Based on
implementing the recommended mitigation measures, the action will not have any adverse effect.

7. Historic and Cultural Properties — A CHRIS records search and NAHC sacred lands file search, and
Native American Tribe and SHPO outreach was performed for this project. The CHRIS search found
no recorded resources within the project and the NAHC SLF results were negative. In June 2025 the
a recommended finding of “no historic properties effected” to five Native American Tribes. One
response was received, and the Tribe requested consultation throughout the project. The CA SHPO
was also consulted and responded with no objection, as long coordination with the Tribe is
maintained. All Section 106 requirements have been successfully met. The project is expected to
have no adverse impact by ensuring coordination and consultation are maintained throughout
construction.

8. Aesthetics — The project site is currently vacant and surrounded by the existing residential and
commercial properties. There are no sensitive areas or scenic vistas in view of the project site. The
project is located within urban build-up limits. The new construction will be consistent with the
planned property zoning, will adhere to all the City’s design guidelines and development standards.

9. Air Quality — Air Quality — The project is located in an area classified as non-attainment for 8-hour
ozone and PM2.5. Air Quality in this area is regulated by the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
District (SJVAPCD). The project’s construction and operation emissions were found not to exceed
the SJVAPCD’s applicable thresholds, and as a result, would not result in a significant contribution
to the region’s air quality non-attainment status, and would be considered to not violate any air
quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality violation. The
project will comply with all applicable Air District rules and regulations.
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10. Noise — Construction activities will temporarily increase ambient noise levels in the area.
Construction activity will comply with all permit requirements and adhere to the City’s regulations,
including limiting work to specify daylight hours, which will minimize the effect of construction noise
on the surrounding properties. Given compliance with the City’s noise ordinances, impacts related
to construction and operational noise would be insignificant.

11. Farmland — The site is within urban build up land. The site is exempt from further review under the
Farmland Protection Policy Act.

12. Human Health and Safety — Materials and chemicals typical of home construction will be
transported, stored, used and disposed of during construction. All state and local requirements
would be followed for usage and disposal. Project would involve the use of diesel-fueled vehicles
and equipment and handled according to state, federal and local requirements. A Phase |
Environmental Site Assessment was conducted by Krazan & Associates, Inc. The assessment did
not identify any recognized environmental conditions (REC) or hazardous material sites in the
area. The project is not expected to have or cause any impact on public health and safety.

Summary of Required Mitigation:

Historic and Cultural Properties:

Self Help Enterprise will ensure that the Lakeview Terrace Project avoids, minimizes, and mitigates adverse
effects to Native American cultural resources, including burials, funerary objects, and sacred items, in
accordance with Section 106 of NHPA, CEQA, and California Public Resources and Health and Safety Codes,
with direct ongoing consultation and approval by the Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe.

Procedures:
Pre-Construction Coordination:

e Prior to any ground-disturbing activities, confirm with the Santa Rosa Rancheria Cultural
Department the appropriate tribal contacts and finaliz the monitoring schedule, including spot
checks or full-time monitoring as determined by tribal availability and project risk assessment.

e Track all imported fill or direct materials, documenting source locations to avoid introducing
disturbed or culturally sensitive materials.

Native American Monitoring:

e Engage the Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe as cultural monitors per the monitoring
contract's terms.

e Ensure visual monitoring during initial and ongoing ground disturbance, with immediate halting of
work upon discovery of artifacts, burials, or potential cultural features within 50-100 feet of any
find

e Provide tribal monitors full access to the project site and maintain open lines of communication for
documentation and reporting requirements.

Unanticipated Discovery and Burial Protection:
e |f cultural materials, features, or human remains are discovered, initiate the Burial Treatment Plan
protocols:

o Stop work in the discovery area.

o Notify the Kings County Coroner and the Santa Rosa Rancheria Cultural Department
immediately.

o Treat all suspected human bone fragments as human and reinter them in coordination
with the Tribe.

o Notify Rural Development within 24 hours
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Biological Resources:

B101 Protect nesting birds and Swainson’s hawk:

a. To the extent practicable, construction shall be scheduled to avoid the nesting season,

which extends from February through August.

b. If it is not possible to schedule construction between September and January, preconstruction
surveys for nesting birds shall be conducted y a qualified biologist to ensure that

no active nests will be disturbed during the implementation of the Proposed Action. A preconstruction
survey shall be conducted no more than 14 days prior to the initiation of

construction activities. During this survey, the qualified biologist shall inspect all potential

nest substrates in and immediately adjacent to the impact areas, including within a minimum
0.25-mile radius around the Proposed Action Area for Swainson’s hawk.

c. If an active nest is found close enough to the construction area to be disturbed by these
activities, the qualified biologist shall determine the extent of a construction-free buffer to be
established around the nest. If work cannot proceed without disturbing the nesting birds,

work may need to be halted or redirected to other areas until nesting and fledging are
completed or the nest has otherwise failed for non-construction related reasons. If an active
Swainson’s hawk nest is found within 0.25 miles of the Proposed Action Area, and the

gualified biologist determines that the Proposed Action would disrupt the nesting birds, a
construction-free buffer or limited operating period shall be implemented in consultation with
CDFW.

B102 Protect Burrowing Owl:

a. A pre-construction clearance survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist to ensure
that no burrowing owl will be disturbed during the implementation of the Proposed
Action. A pre-construction clearance survey shall be conducted no more than 14 days
prior to the initiation of construction activities. During this survey, the qualified biologist
shall inspect all potential burrowing owl habitat in and immediately adjacent to the

impact areas.

b. If a burrowing owl or sign of burrowing owl use (e.g., feathers, guano, pellets) is detected
on or within 500 feet of the Proposed Action Area, and the qualified biologist determines
that Proposed Action activities would disrupt the owl(s), a construction-free buffer or
limited operating period shall be implemented in consultation with the CDFW.

1. PUBLICATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The environmental assessment has been submitted for publication on a public USDA website in
accordance with 7 CFR 1b.5(f) and the USDA NEPA transition period requirements. Once it is published,
the environmental assessment will be considered complete, and the timeline for the EA will be concluded.

2. FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Based on its EA, USDA RD has concluded that the proposed Project would have no significant effects to
Land Use, Floodplains, Wetlands, Water Resources, Coastal Resources, Biological Resources, Historic
and Cultural Properties, Aesthetics, Air Quality, and Human Health and Safety. The proposed Project will
have no effects on historic properties listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places and no effects to federally listed species or designated critical habitat.
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In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the
Council on Environmental Quality Regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), and RD’s Environmental Policies and
Procedures (7 CFR Part 1970), USDA RD has determined that the environmental impacts of the proposed
Project have been adequately addressed and that no significant impacts to the quality of the human
environment would result from construction and operation of the proposed Project. Any final action by
USDA RD related to the proposed Project will be subject to, and contingent upon, compliance with all
relevant federal and state environmental laws and regulations. Because USDA RD’s action will not result
in significant impacts to the quality of the human environment, USDA RD will not prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for its potential federal action associated with the proposed Project.

3. USDA RD LOAN REVIEW AND RIGHT OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

This FONSI is not a decision on a loan application and therefore not an approval of the expenditure of
federal funds. Issuance of the FONSI and its notices concludes USDA RD’s environmental review process.
The ultimate decision on loan approval depends upon conclusion of this environmental review process
in addition to financial and engineering reviews. Issuance of the FONSI and publication of notices will

allow for these reviews to proceed. The decision to provide financial assistance also is subject to the
availability of loan funds for the designated purpose in USDA RD’s budget. There are no provisions to
appeal this decision (i.e., issuance of a FONSI). Legal challenges to the FONSI may be filed in Federal
District Court under the Administrative Procedures Act.

4. APPROVAL

This Finding of No Significant Impact is effective upon signature.

Digitally signed by JENNIFER

JENNIFER GOOLER GooLERr

Date: 2026.05.13 15:43:36 -07'00"

Signature

Jennifer Gooler Acting SFH Program Director
Name Title

5/13/2026

Date
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