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STAKEHOLDER ANNOUNCEMENT

USDA Opens Application Window for $6 Million to Support
Processors of Invasive Wild-Caught Catfish

(Washington, D.C., September 9, 2026) — The U.S. Department of Agriculture today
announced that Rural Development is accepting applications for grants to help seafood
processors to build and expand operations, transform the food supply chain and create new and
better markets for the processing of invasive, wild-caught catfish.

USDA is making $6 million in grants available through a new round of the Meat and Poultry
Processing Expansion Program (MPPEP) Phase 3 Round 2 that will help independent businesses
build and modernize processing facilities and equipment adopt new technologies and train
workers, among other activities, that will result in the increased processing of invasive wild-
caught catfish. This will not only scale capacity and efficiency but also help to reduce invasive
species populations that are decimating marine ecosystems and threatening the economy of the
fishing industry.

Eligible applicants include for-profit and nonprofit entities, producer-owned cooperatives and
corporations, certified benefit corporations, Tribes and Tribal entities, state or local government
entities, and other business types (regardless of legal structure). Private entities must be
independently owned and operated, and all entities must be domestically owned. Additionally,
the applicants’ facilities must be engaged in processing invasive wild-caught catfish and
physically located and operating in the United States or its territories and have been in business
for more than one year.

Eligible projects may receive grants from $50,000 up to $2 million. Successful applicants must
be able to cover 20% of their total project cost.

Applications must be submitted through Grants.gov by 11:59 p.m. on December 7, 2026. Details
on eligibility and requirements are available on Grants.gov.

If you’d like to subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit our GovDelivery
subscriber page.
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