
 

STAKEHOLDER ANNOUNCEMENT 

Webinars Announced for New Affordable Rural Cooperative Program, Rural 
Electric Cooperatives Encouraged to Join 

(Washington, D.C., September. 14, 2026) — The U.S. Department of Agriculture will hold a series of 
webinars for interested applicants to learn about the new Affordable Rural Cooperative (ARC) Program, 
administered through USDA Rural Development’s Rural Utilities Service (RUS). 
 
These learning opportunities are open to the public: 
 

• September 16, 2026, at 2 p.m. ET – Register  

• September 23, 2026, at 2 p.m. ET – Register  

• September 30, 2026, at 2 p.m. ET – Register  

• October 7, 2026, at 2 p.m. ET – Register  

 
Participants may expect to learn more about the program and details on submitting Letters of Interest (LOI) for 
consideration. The ARC program provides loans and grants to electric cooperatives for nuclear energy and 
transmission efficiency projects serving rural areas. The program strengthens the resiliency, reliability, and 
affordability of rural electric systems.  
 
Under ARC, operating rural electric cooperatives serving rural areas may apply for loans, grants, and loan-grant 
combinations. 
 
RUS will accept LOIs October 19, 2026, through November 20, 2026.  
 
For more information on this program, visit the program page online and review the full Notice of Funding  
Opportunity. 
 
If you’d like to subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit our subscriber page.  

 
### 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/affordable-rural-cooperative-program
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_LrNFkzLaQAeS1ZlSDY7PZg
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_UoRLSJ8vShaF7QAV8NSv8A
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_br_kClHbS0aYn-7oM9LX3Q
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_mfs8R4R_S-61Lf6DrBx1LQ
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/affordable-rural-cooperative-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/media/file/download/rus-arc-nofo.pdf
https://www.rd.usda.gov/media/file/download/rus-arc-nofo.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDARD/subscriber/new?email=&commit=Sign+Up
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