
                                                         Prime Rangelands  
 
 
The Farmland Protection Policy Act (Public Law 98-98) was set up to protect significant rangeland 
resources as well as important farmland. The definition of prime rangelands is found in 
Department Regulation 9500-3 which states, “Prime rangeland is rangeland which, because of its 
soil, climate topography, vegetation, and location, has the highest quality or value for grazing 
animals. The (potential) natural vegetation’s palatable, nutritious, and available to the kinds of 
herbivores common to the area.” 
 
It is Rural Development policy to not fund or carry out any proposed action that would directly, 
or indirectly involve the conversion of Prime Rangelands or National Grasslands and adversely 
affect the unique value and benefit of Prime Rangelands or National Grasslands unless there is 
clearly no practical alternative to the action.  
 
National Grasslands are different than Prime Rangelands and are administered by the US Forest 
Service. Texas has three areas in the state considered National Grassland; Bois d ‘Arc Unit in 
Caddo National Grassland, Ladonia Unit in the Caddo National Grassland and the Lyndon B. 
Johnson National Grasslands. Each is comprised of scatter sites and maps are attached to show 
the locations. 
 
Whenever a proposed action is determined to have a potential for impacting Prime Rangelands or 
National Grasslands, NRCS, the US Forest Service, and the local Soil Conservation District 
should be consulted as appropriate early in the environmental process to evaluate the possible 
impact and protective requirements necessary concerning the action. 
 
A review of the attached 1992 NRCS’s Prime Farmland map used as Rangeland indicates that 
Texas has a large amount of rangeland throughout the entire state. It should be noted that the 
map does not include all of the Prime Rangeland within the state. A lot of the land in the state is 
rangeland yet it is not also classified as Prime Farmland. The point to consider in the 
environmental process is that much of the State meets the definition of Prime Rangeland and the 
impact may need to be considered for a large portion of the Agency’s projects.  
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6 National Forests & Grasslands in Texas

T
he 17,873-acre Caddo and 20,313-acre Lyndon 
B. Johnson (LBJ) National Grasslands are 
located in north-central Texas, northeast and 

northwest of the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex in Fannin, 
Wise and Montague counties.

Before the federal government purchased them in 
the late 1930s, the grasslands were mostly abandoned 
farms and ranches suffering severe soil erosion from poor 
agricultural practices. Since 1955, the national grasslands 
in Texas, along with the national forests, have been 
managed by the Forest Service.

The national grasslands in Texas are part of the 
western and eastern cross-timbers vegetation type, 
with both hardwood forests and open grasslands. The 
national grasslands provide recreation areas and lakes 
for camping, swimming, hunting, fi shing and habitat for 
wildlife.

Grasslands management restores native prairies and 
improves wildlife habitat and the Forest Service reseeds 
rangeland, provides water, builds and maintains fences 
and conducts prescribed burning. 

Windmills and ponds provide water for livestock.
Oil and gas wells are a common sight on the Caddo 

and LBJ National Grasslands. The United States does not 
own all the mineral rights for these lands because a few 
of the sellers retained permanent mineral ownership. 

The counties in which national grasslands lie receive 
25 percent of the income from mineral leasing and 
royalties as well as from grazing permits, special land use 
fees and recreation fees. These funds are returned to the 
counties to be used for schools and roads.
Wildlife

White-tailed deer, small mammals, coyotes, bobcats, 
red fox, waterfowl, bobwhite quail, turkey and songbirds 
thrive in the diverse habitats provided by the grasslands. 

Largemouth bass, blue, channel catfi sh and perch are 
common catches at the grasslands’ many lakes.

In spring, migratory neotropical birds from Central 
and South America make their way across the grasslands, 
and wildfl owers blanket the gently rolling hills in color.
Recreation

The national grasslands offer various facilities for 
camping, picnicking and other outdoor activities. Popular 
areas are East and West Lake Crockett Recreation Areas, 
Coffee Mill Recreation Area, Black Creek Recreation 
Area, Valley View Group Use Campsite, TADRA Point 
Trailhead, Bois D’Arc Trailhead and Cottonwood Lake.

The historic 1930s recreation area, Lake Fannin on 
the Caddo National Grasslands, is a favorite place for 
reunions and receptions. The remodeled lodge is on the 
National Register of Historic Places and is available 
to the public through a special use permit issued to the 
Lake Fannin Wilderness Park Association. This group is 
a not-for-profi t organization dedicated to restoring and 
reopening the area to the public for recreation.

Recreation users on the national grasslands should be 
extremely careful with fi re because the prairie grasses 
can be highly fl ammable.
TADRA Multi-Use Trail - LBJ

The 75-mile TADRA Multi-Use Trail is open to 
horseback riding, mountain biking and hiking. Access 
to the trail is provided by the TADRA Point Campsite, 
Valley-View Group Use Campsite and numerous 
dispersed campsites. 

The trail system consists of fi ve loops that begin 
and end at TADRA Point. Additionally, open areas of 
the grasslands are popular for cross-country horseback 
riding. Because soils on the LBJ and Caddo Grasslands 
are susceptible to erosion, vehicle travel is restricted to 
designated roads.
Bois D’Arc Multi-Use Trail, Caddo

The trail system consists of fi ve loops that begin and 
end at the Bois D’Arc Trailhead. The trail is 28 miles and 
offers views of Coffee Mill Lake and Crockett Lake.
Caddo Wildlife Management Area

A diverse habitat among the grasses and trees of 
the area attracts small mammals, red and gray fox, 
waterfowl, gulls, quail, white-tailed deer, wild turkey 

and a variety of other birds. Visitors have excellent 
opportunities for wildlife viewing and photography. 

The 16,240-acre area attracts many hunters, other 
visitors and wildlife. Deer hunters are required to have a 
public hunting big-game permit.
Fishing

There are approximately 400 lakes and ponds, ranging 
from less than an acre to more than 40 acres on the LBJ 
National Grasslands Most of the lakes were stocked upon 
completion, and the larger ones are stocked periodically 
with catfi sh. 

Lakes with boat launches include Black Creek, 
Cottonwood, Clear and Rhodes lakes, but caution is 
advised as some ramps are primitive. 

Catfi sh, largemouth bass and perch are common 
catches at most of the lakes and ponds. Crappie have 
been caught on Black Creek, Cottonwood and Clear 
lakes. In addition, there are numerous small ponds that 
are not accessible by road that offer great opportunities.

In Wise County, the 30-acre Black Creek Lake is 
a developed recreational site with seven picnic units, 
a concrete boat ramp and a four-mile hiking trail. It is 
located off CR 2360 and CR 2461 with access from FS 
902. Primitive camping is allowed off FS 918 and FS 922

Cottonwood Lake is approximately 40 acres with a 

concrete boat ramp. Little Cottonwood Lake, located 
300 yards to the southeast, is 10 acres. Both lakes can be 
reached from FS 900, which runs between CR 2560 and 
CR 2474.

The 18-acre Windmill Lake is for fl y fi shing only, and  
is located off CR 1591.

The 750-acre Coffee Mill Lake, off FM 409 in Fannin 
County, has a paved boat ramp, tent camping and limited 
RV space.

Lake Crockett is a 450-acre lake stocked with catfi sh, 
sunfi sh, crappie and bass. The east side offers a paved 
boat ramp, fi shing pier, camping, a picnic area and 
restrooms. There is no room for RVs due to limited 
space. The west side does accommodate RVs and has 12 
campsites and hiking trails. Entrances to both the east 
and west sides are off FM 409.
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CADDO NATIONAL GRASSLANDS

Windmills are a common sight in the grasslands.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON NATIONAL GRASSLANDS

These maps are meant to serve as a general 
guide and does not show exact boundaries or all 
roads. It is the user’s responsibility to know his or 
her location in the forest. Users should be aware that 
some private property exists within the Forest Service 
boundary. Please respect our neighbors’ rights. 
Check with the Ranger District regarding special 
regulations or boundary locations.
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