
 
 

 

 

STAKEHOLDER ANNOUNCEMENT 

USDA Recognizes Top National Lending Partners to Support  
Rural Homeownership 

WASHINGTON, June 6, 2023 – The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) today hosted the 2023 
National Lender of the Year Awards Ceremony to recognize the work of its top national lending partners to 
support rural homeownership in 2022. These lenders helped rural families and individuals buy homes 
nationwide last year through USDA Rural Development’s Single Family Housing Guaranteed Loan Program.  

The agency presented the awards to: 

• USDA Top Originating Lender Champion Award 2023 

o 1st – Movement Mortgage, based in South Carolina 

o 2nd – Guild Mortgage Company, based in California 

o 3rd – Cross Country Mortgage, based in Ohio 

o 4th – Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation, based in Wisconsin 

o 5th – Flat Branch Mortgage, based in Missouri 

• USDA 2023 Top Wholesale Lender Champion Award  

o 1st – United Wholesale Mortgage LLC, based in Michigan 

o 2nd – Flagstar Bank, based in Michigan 

o 3rd – Click N Close, based in Texas 

o 4th – Caliber Home Loans, based in Texas 

o 5th – Plaza Home Mortgage, based in California 

• USDA 2023 Underwriting Quality Champion Award 

o 1st – Plains Commerce Bank, based in South Dakota 

o 2nd – Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corp, based in Iowa 

o 3rd – Benchmark Mortgage, based in Texas 

• USDA 2023 Single Close Construction Champion 

o 1st Signature Lending, based in Indiana 

• USDA 2023 Rehab and Repair Champion 

o Union Home Mortgage, based in Ohio 

• USDA 2023 Manufactured Housing Origination Champion 

o 1st Signature Lending, based in Indiana 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-guaranteed-loan-program
https://movement.com/
https://www.guildmortgage.com/a/
https://crosscountrymortgage.com/
https://www.fairwayindependentmc.com/
https://flatbranchhomeloans.com/
https://www.uwm.com/
https://www.flagstar.com/
https://www.clicknclose.com/
https://www.caliberhomeloans.com/
https://plazahomemortgage.com/
https://www.plainscommerce.com/
https://www.iowabankers.com/
https://benchmark.us/
https://firstsignature.lpages.co/usda-landing-page
https://www.uhm.com/multi-step/?loanPurpose=Buy%20a%20Home
https://firstsignature.lpages.co/usda-landing-page


 
 

 

• USDA 2023 Manufactured Housing Wholesaler Champion 

o American Financial Resources, based in New Jersey 

• USDA 2023 Top Local Lending Partner Champion 

o 1st – HR Mortgage Corp, based in Puerto Rico 

o 2nd – First Home Mortgage Corp, based in Maryland 

o 3rd – Jersey Shore State Bank, based in Pennsylvania 

• USDA First Native CDFI to Gain Lending Approval 

o Lakota Federal Credit Union, based in South Dakota 

USDA is a proud partner to all lenders who work with the agency to support rural homeownership. Since 
January 2021, the Biden Harris Administration has invested almost $34 billion to help more than 188,275 
people in rural and tribal communities buy and build homes through the Single Family Housing Guaranteed 
Loan Program.  

If you’d like to subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit GovDelivery subscriber page.  

 
 

### 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

 

https://www.afrcorp.com/#overview
https://www.hrmortgagepr.com/
https://firsthome.com/
https://www.jssb.com/
https://lakotafcu.org/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-guaranteed-loan-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-guaranteed-loan-program
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDARD/subscriber/new?email=&commit=Sign+Up
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