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Federal and State Threatened and Endangered Wildlife Species with Potential to Occur in the Project Area 

Common Name 
(Scientific Name) 

Species 
Status  

Known Suitable Habitat Effect / Potential to Occur within Each Area1

Amphibians 

Eastern Hellbender 
(Cryptobranchus 
alleganiensis) 

Federal 
Proposed 
Endangered 

Hellbenders live in perennial streams 
and rivers of the eastern and central 
United States where they spend much of 
their time lying motionless under large, 
flat rocks (USFWS, 2025a) 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/ Does 
not occur. No streams were identified in these areas. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/ May occur; Pitman Creek 
contains suitable perennial stream habitat with rocky 
substates. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County : No Effect /May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
perennial stream habitat with rocky substates. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 
Casey County to Marion County: No Effect / May 
occur; Cartwright Creek, Caney Creek, and Popes 
Creek may contain suitable perennial stream habitat 
with rocky substates. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Reptiles 

Southeastern 
Crowned Snake 
(Tantilla coronata) 

State 
Threatened 

Found primarily in western Kentucky, 
these secretive snakes inhabit 
woodlands. Individuals can be found in 
leaf litter and under logs (University of 
Kentucky, 2025). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/ Unlikely 
to occur due to the range being in northern Marion 
County outside of the area. 

Birds 

Spotted Sandpiper 
(Actitis macularius) 

State 
Endangered 

Spotted sandpipers are active foragers 
along streambanks and lake edges. 
Nests are located near a body of water, 
usually within about 100 yards of the 
shore. The nest is typically placed under 
the shade of a broad-leafed plant 
(Cornell Lab, 2025a). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to 
Alcalde/Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No 
Effect/Unlikely to occur due to the lack of muddy 
edges of lakes and marshes. 

Great Egret 
(Ardea alba) 

State 
Threatened 

Great egrets live in freshwater, brackish 
water, and marine wetlands. During the 
breeding season they live in colonies in 
trees or shrubs with other waterbirds. 
The colonies are located on lakes, ponds, 
marshes, estuaries, impoundments, and 
islands (Cornell Lab, 2025b). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to 
Alcalde/Casey County to Marion County/Laurel 
Dam to Laurel County:  
No Effect/Unlikely to occur. Suitable food source 
along with wetland or marsh habitat is not present 
within these areas. 

Short-eared Owl 
(Asio flammeus) 

State 
Endangered 

Short-eared owls live in large, open areas 
with low vegetation, including prairie and 
coastal grasslands, heathlands, 
meadows, shrubsteppe, savanna, 
tundra, marshes, dunes, and agricultural 
areas. Winter habitat is similar but is 
more likely to include large open areas 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to 
Alcalde: No Effect/Unlikely to occur due to the lack 
of hunting/foraging pasture habitat adjacent to these 
areas. 
Casey County to Marion County: May affect but is 
not likely to adversely affect/May occur within or 
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within woodlots, stubble fields, fresh and 
saltwater marshes, weedy fields, dumps, 
gravel pits, rock quarries, and shrub 
thickets (Cornell Lab, 2025c). 

adjacent to the area. Suitable forest habitat for 
foraging may be present in the area. 

Long-eared Owl 
(Asio otus) 

State 
Endangered 

Long-eared owls roost in dense 
vegetation and forage in open grasslands 
or shrublands as well as open coniferous 
or deciduous woodlands (Cornell Lab, 
2025d).  

Cooper Station/Cooper to Alcalde: May affect but is 
not likely to adversely affect/May occur within or 
adjacent to these areas. Suitable forest habitat for 
nesting and roosting may be present in these areas. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/Unlikely to occur. Could 
possibly be found hunting/foraging in livestock 
pastures, but unlikely due to the lack of wooded 
areas with dense vegetation. 

Brown Creeper 
(Certhia americana) 

State 
Threatened 

The brown creeper prefers forests with 
many large live trees for foraging and 
large loose-barked (often dead or dying) 
trees for nesting. In the summer it tends 
to live in mature coniferous forests; the 
tree species vary greatly across its range, 
but can include redwood, Douglas-fir, 
ponderosa pine, spruce, eastern 
hemlock, white pine, and bald cypress. In 
the winter it uses a wider variety of 
wooded habitats from deciduous forests 
to suburbs to parks to orchards (Cornell 
Lab, 2025e). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Alcalde: May affect but is 
not likely to adversely affect/May occur within or 
adjacent to these areas. These areas contain suitable 
woodland foraging and nesting habitat. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/ Unlikely to occur due to 
the lack of forest, woodlands, forested floodplains, or 
swamp habitat. 
Casey County to Marion County/Laurel Dam to 
Laurel County: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/May occur within or adjacent to 
these areas. These areas contain suitable woodland 
foraging and nesting habitat. 

Northern Harrier 
(Circus hudsonius) 

State 
Threatened 

Northern harriers are most common in 
large, undisturbed tracts of wetlands and 
grasslands with low, thick vegetation. 
They breed in freshwater and brackish 
marshes, lightly grazed meadows, old 
fields, tundra, dry upland prairies, 
drained marshlands, high-desert shrub 
steppe, and riverside woodlands. During 
winter they use a range of habitats with 
low vegetation, including deserts, 
coastal sand dunes, pasturelands, 
croplands, dry plains, grasslands, old 
fields, estuaries, open floodplains, and 
marshes (Cornell Lab, 2025f). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Unlikely to occur due to 
the lack of hunting/foraging pasture habitat adjacent 
to the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/Unlikely to occur. Could 
possibly be found hunting/foraging in livestock 
pastures, but unlikely due to the lack of open terrain 
marsh or wet grassland breeding habitat within or 
adjacent to the area. 
Cooper to Alcalde/Laurel Dam to Laurel County: 
May affect but is not likely to adversely affect/May 
occur within or adjacent to these areas. This species 
may be found hunting/foraging in livestock pastures 
adjacent to forested areas. 

Common Raven 
(Corvus corax) 

State 
Threatened 

Common ravens occur over most of the 
Northern Hemisphere in nearly any 
habitat (eastern forests and the open 
Great Plains are exceptions), including 
coniferous and deciduous forests, 
beaches, islands, chaparrals, sagebrush, 
mountains, desert, grasslands, 
agricultural fields, tundra, and ice floes. 
They do well around human habitations 
including farms, rural settlements and 
isolated houses (Cornell Lab, 2025g). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Unlikely to occur due to 
the lack of hunting/foraging pasture habitat adjacent 
to the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/Unlikely to occur. Could 
be found hunting/foraging in livestock pastures, but 
unlikely due to the lack of trees in the area. 
Cooper to Alcalde/Laurel Dam to Laurel County: 
No Effect/May occur within or adjacent to these 
areas. This species may be found hunting/foraging in 
livestock pastures adjacent to forested areas. 
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Little Blue Heron 
(Egretta caerulea) 

State 
Endangered 

Little blue herons nest and forage in 
many kinds of wetlands, including 
swamps, marshes, ponds, streams, 
lagoons, tidal flats, canals, ditches, fish 
hatcheries, and flooded fields. They nest 
mostly in shrubs and small trees in 
standing water or upland sites on 
islands, including artificial islands 
created from dredged material (Cornell 
Lab, 2025h). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
marsh, swamp, pond, or stream habitats were 
identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/Unlikely to occur due to 
the lack of forested nesting habitat. May occur 
foraging along the mapped pond. However, impacts 
to the identified pond are not anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/May occur foraging along the 
mapped pond. However, impacts to the identified 
pond are not anticipated. 

Snowy Egret 
(Egretta thula) 

State 
Endangered 

Snowy egrets nest in colonies on thick 
vegetation in isolated places such as 
barrier islands, dredge-spoil islands, salt 
marsh islands, swamps, and marshes. 
They often change location from year to 
year. During the breeding season snowy 
egrets feed in estuaries, saltmarshes, 
tidal channels, shallow bays, and 
mangroves. They winter in mangroves, 
saltwater lagoons, freshwater swamps, 
grassy ponds, and temporary pools, and 
forage on beaches, shallow reefs, and 
wet fields (Cornell Lab, 2025i). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
mangrove, wetland, pond, or mudflats habitats were 
identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/Unlikely to occur due to 
the lack of forested nesting habitat. May occur 
foraging along the mapped pond. However, impacts 
to the identified pond are not anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/May occur foraging along the 
mapped pond. However, impacts to the identified 
pond are not anticipated. 

Least Flycatcher 
(Empidonax 
minimus) 

State 
Endangered 

During the breeding season, least 
flycatchers are most common in semi-
open deciduous and mixed forests of all 
ages, but sometimes they use shrubby 
fields and forest edges. In winter, they 
use woodland edges, forested ravines, 
shrubby areas, and pasture 
edges (Cornell Lab, 2025j). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Alcalde: May affect but is 
not likely to adversely affect/May occur within or 
adjacent to these areas. These areas contain open 
woodland habitat along forest borders. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/ Unlikely to occur due to 
the lack of open woodland habitat along forest 
borders. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: May affect but is not 
likely to adversely affect/May occur within or 
adjacent to the ROW as there are potential open 
woodland habitat along forest borders. 

Peregrine Falcon 
(Falco peregrinus) 

State 
Endangered 

Peregrine Falcons breed in open 
landscapes with cliffs (or skyscrapers) 
for nest sites. They can be found nesting 
at elevations up to about 12,000 feet, as 
well as along rivers and coastlines. 
During migration and in winter peregrine 
falcons can be found in nearly any open 
habitat but have a greater likelihood to 
occur along barrier islands, mudflats, 
coastlines, lake edges, and mountain 
chains (Cornell Lab, 2025k). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/ Unlikely to occur, the 
Project Area does contain a small ~25-foot-tall cliff, 
however Peregrine Falcons prefer very high nesting 
locations in the state of Kentucky, usually over 100 
feet tall. The Project Area also lacks open foraging 
habitat, with the Cooper Plant and additional 
development adjacent to the Project Area. 
Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/May 
occur within or adjacent to these areas. These areas 
do not contain suitable cliff habitat but contains 
man-made tower structures and open pasture 
foraging habitat. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/May occur 
within or adjacent to the area. The area does not 
contain suitable cliff habitat. 
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American Coot 
(Fulica americana) 

State 
Endangered 

Inhabits a wide variety of freshwater 
wetlands from prairie potholes to 
swamps and marshes to suburban parks 
and sewage ponds to the edges of large 
lakes. Two features generally 
characterize all bodies of water where 
American coots breed: heavy stands of 
emergent aquatic vegetation along at 
least some portion of the shoreline and 
at least some depth of standing water 
within those stands of vegetation 
(Cornell Lab, 2025l).  

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
ponds, lakes, or marsh habitats were identified in the 
area. 
Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to Alcalde/Casey County 
to Marion County/Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No 
Effect/May occur within or adjacent to these areas. 
Freshwater lakes, ponds, marshes, and/or larger 
rivers were identified onsite. However, no in-stream 
work or impacts to the identified pond are 
anticipated. 

Common Gallinule 
(Gallinula galeata) 

State 
Endangered 

Common gallinules use freshwater and 
brackish marshes, ponds, and lakes that 
have a mix of submerged, floating, and 
emergent aquatic vegetation and are 
open water year-round. They also use 
artificial aquaculture ponds, rice fields, 
sewage lagoons, and urban stormwater 
retention ponds (Cornell Lab, 2025m). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No pond, 
lake, or marsh habitats were identified in the Project 
Area. 
Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/May 
occur within or adjacent to these Areas. A pond was 
identified nearby, however, no in-stream work or 
impacts to the identified pond are anticipated. 

Whooping Crane 
(Grus americana) 

Federal 
Experimental, 
Non-essential 

The whooping crane breeds, migrates, 
winters and forages in a variety of 
habitats, including coastal marshes and 
estuaries, inland marshes, lakes, open 
ponds, shallow bays, salt marsh and 
sand or tidal flats, upland swales, wet 
meadows and rivers, pastures and 
agricultural fields (USFWS, 2025b). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to 
Alcalde/Laurel Dam to Laurel County/Casey 
County to Marion County: No Effect/ Unlikely to 
occur. These areas are located within the species’ 
migratory range; however, preferred habitat of wet 
prairies adjacent to inland marshes, lakes, open 
ponds, shallow bays, salt marsh and sand or tidal 
flats are not present. 

Pied-billed Grebe 
(Podilymbus 
podiceps) 

State 
Endangered 

Pied-billed grebes live on bodies of flat or 
sluggish, fresh to slightly brackish water. 
Habitat types include freshwater 
wetlands, wet fields, bays, sloughs, 
marshes, lakes, slow-moving rivers, and 
even sewage ponds (Cornell Lab, 2025n). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur within or adjacent to the area in freshwater 
marshes, canals, quiet rivers, lakes, ponds; however, 
no in-stream work or impacts to the identified pond 
are anticipated. 

Vesper Sparrow 
(Pooecetes 
gramineus) 

State 
Endangered 

Vesper sparrows breed in open areas 
with short, sparse grass and scattered 
shrubs including, old fields, pastures, 
weedy fence lines and roadsides, 
hayfields, and native grasslands (Cornell 
Lab, 2025o). 

Casey County to Marion County: May affect but is 
not likely to adversely affect/ May occur within or 
adjacent to the area due to grass and shrubs within 
project ROW and the nearby pastures.  

Red-breasted 
Nuthatch 
(Sitta canadensis) 

State 
Endangered 

Red-breasted nuthatches live mainly in 
coniferous forests of spruce, fir, pine, 
hemlock, larch, and western red cedar. 
Eastern populations use more deciduous 
woods, including aspen, birch, poplar, 
oak, maple, and basswood (Cornell Lab, 
2025p). 

Casey County to Marion County: May affect but is 
not likely to adversely affect/ May occur within or 
adjacent to the area due to the surrounding 
coniferous forests.  

Blue-winged Teal 
(Spatula discors) 

State 
Threatened 

Blue-winged teal nest among grasses or 
herbaceous vegetation and forage in 
summer in shallow ponds or pond-marsh 
mixes. They are flightless during their late 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/ Unlikely 
to occur due to lack of pond and marsh habitat in the 
area. 
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summer molt, and they spend this time in 
prairie potholes or large marshes 
(Cornell Lab, 2025q).  

Hooded Merganser 
(Lophodytes 
cucullatus) 

State 
Threatened 

The Hooded Merganser habitat ranges 
from spruce-fir forest in the Northwest to 
pine-hardwood forest and cottonwood-
elder riparian forest in the Midwest, to 
oak-cypress-tupelo forest in the 
Southeast (Cornell Lab, 2025r). 

Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/ Unlikely to 
occur due to lack of riparian habitat in the area. 

Mussels 

Littlewing 
Pearlymussel 
(Pegias fabula) 

Federal 
Endangered 

Inhabits cool, clear, high-gradient 
streams. The little-wing pearlymussel is a 
lotic, riffle dwelling species that is 
usually found in the headwaters of high-
gradient tributary streams. Individuals 
have been found in the transition zone 
between pools and riffles, buried under 
large flat rocks, and in gravel substrata 
adjacent to water willow beds. During 
spawning, it is often found lying on top of 
the bottom substrate (NCWRC, 2025a). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/ Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/ May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the 
form of small to medium streams in rifles with 
sand/gravel substrates and moderate to high 
gradients. However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/ Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitats for this species. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect /May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
perennial stream habitat. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 

Spectaclecase 
(Cumberlandia 
monodonta) 

Federal 
Endangered 
State 
Endangered 

Spectaclecase mussels are found in 
large rivers where they live in areas 
sheltered from the main force of the river 
current. This species often clusters in 
firm mud and in sheltered areas, like 
beneath rock slabs, between boulders, 
and even under tree roots (USFWS, 
2025c). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/ Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/ May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the 
form of rivers and large stream systems with clear, 
moderately flowing water and a variety of substrates, 
including mud, gravel, sand, and cobbles with 
shallow riffles. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/ No perennial streams 
were identified in the area. The two intermittent 
streams that were identified did not contain suitable 
habitats for this species. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect /May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
perennial stream habitat. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 

Little Spectaclecase 
(Leaunio lienosus) 

State 
Threatened 

The Little Spectaclecase is a widely 
distributed, relatively ecologically diverse 
mussel ranging from mostly slow current, 
soft substrate areas of primarily smaller 
streams in lowlands, but also known 
from large rivers and upland habitats in 
the Appalachian Mountains. Often it is 
one of, if not the only, unionid found in at 

Casey County to Marion County/Laurel Dam to 
Laurel County: No Effect /May occur; creeks and 
rivers may contain suitable perennial stream habitat. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 
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least lowland, coastal drainages 
(NatureServe, 2025a). 

Cumberland Bean 
(pearlymussel) 
(Villosa trabalis) 

Federal 
Endangered 

The Cumberland bean typically inhabits 
medium-sized streams to small rivers (5-
20 meters wide). It prefers gravel and 
sand/gravel substrates in riffle areas with 
moderate to fast current. This species 
frequently occurs in the transition zone 
between gravel and sand substrates 
(NCWRC, 2025b). 

Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect /May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
perennial stream habitat. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 

Cumberland 
Moccasinshell  
(Medionidus 
conradicus) 

Federal 
Proposed 
Endangered 
State 
Endangered 

The Cumberland moccasinshell is a 
freshwater mussel found in rivers and 
streams with substrates of sand and 
gravel, often living in bedrock or under 
flat rocks (NCWRC, 2025c). 

Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect /May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
perennial stream habitat. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 

Round Hickorynut 
(Obovaria 
subrotunda) 

Federal 
Threatened 
State 
Threatened 

The round hickorynut exhibits a 
preference for sand and gravel in riffle, 
run, and pool habitats in streams and 
rivers, but also may be found in sandy 
mud. They can be found in shallow 
habitats with gentle flows at less than 1 
foot with abundant American water-
willow, but in larger rivers are commonly 
found up to depths of 6.5 feet (USFWS, 
2025d). 

Casey County to Marion County/Laurel Dam to 
Laurel County: No Effect/May occur; creeks and 
rivers may contain suitable perennial stream habitat. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 

Fanshell 
(Cyprogenia 
stegaria) 

Federal 
Endangered 

The characteristic habitat of the fanshell 
is medium to large streams with stable 
substrate containing relatively firm and 
clean gravel, sand, and silt mixture. It can 
be found in river habitats with gravel 
substrates and a strong current, in both 
deep and shallow water (NatureServe, 
2025b). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain 
suitable perennial stream habitat. However, no in-
stream work is anticipated. 

Pink Mucket 
(pearlymussel) 
(Lampsilis abrupta) 

Federal 
Endangered 

The Pink mucket lives in flowing waters of 
large streams among gravel and cobble 
(MDC, 2025). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; Cartwright Creek, Caney Creek or Popes 
Creek may contain suitable perennial stream habitat 
with rocky substates. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Salamander Mussel 
(Simpsonaias 
ambigua) 

Federal 
Proposed 
Endangered 

The salamander mussel inhabits swift-
flowing rivers and streams with areas of 
shelter under rocks or in crevices 
(USFWS, 2025e). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; Cartwright Creek, Caney Creek or Popes 
Creek may contain suitable perennial stream habitat 
with rocky substates. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Snuffbox Mussel 
(Epioblasma 
triquetra) 

Federal 
Endangered 

The snuffbox mussel inhabits sand, 
gravel, or cobble substrates in swift small 
and medium-sized rivers. Individuals are 
often buried deep in the sediment (MSU, 
2025). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; Cartwright Creek, Caney Creek or Popes 
Creek may contain suitable perennial stream habitat 
with rocky substates. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Cumberland Elktoe State 
Endangered 

Cumberland elktoe inhabits 12 mostly 
small streams in the upper Cumberland 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
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(Alasmidonta 
atropurpurea) 

River system in Kentucky and Tennessee 
and is adapted to live in the gravel shoals 
of free-flowing rivers and streams (Butler 
& Biggins, 2004). 
 

Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creen in the 
form of shallow areas of small and medium-sized 
streams of moderate gradient with slow currents. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/May occur, 
some creeks may have potentially suitable habitat in 
the form of shallow areas of small and medium-sized 
streams of moderate gradient with slow currents. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 

Elktoe 
(Alasmidonta 
marginata) 

State 
Threatened 

The elktoe can be found in medium to 
large size streams but is most common 
in smaller streams. This species is 
present in greatest abundance in small, 
shallow rivers with a moderately fast 
current and riffles (National Heritage, 
2025). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does 
not occur. No streams were identified in these areas. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified at Pitman Creek in the 
form of small to large streams with swift currents and 
gravel and in riffles. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; Cartwright Creek, Caney Creek or Popes 
Creek may contain suitable perennial stream habitat 
with rocky substates. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County : No Effect/May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
perennial stream habitat. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 

Dromedary 
Pearlymussel 
(Dromus dromas) 

State 
Endangered 

The dromedary pearlymussel lives in 
clear, clean, fast-flowing water. It cannot 
tolerate water of poor quality, such as 
water with silt. It is native to the 
Cumberland and Tennessee River 
systems in the United States (Animalia, 
2025a). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the 
form of shoals with sand and gravel and moderate 
current velocities. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/ Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 

Cumberlandian 
Combshell 
(Epioblasma 
brevidens) 

State 
Endangered 

The Cumberlandian combshell is 
endemic to the United States and is 
found mainly in Tennessee and Virginia. 
This mussel resides in medium-sized 
streams to large rivers (Animalia, 2025b). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the 
form of rivers and large stream systems with clear, 
moderately flowing water and a variety of substrates. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
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intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
perennial stream habitat. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 

Oyster Mussel 
(Epioblasma 
capsaeformis) 

State 
Endangered 

The oyster mussel inhabits medium-size 
streams to large rivers on shoals and 
riffles in course and/gravel/cobble 
substrate. It is not associated with small 
stream habitats and does not extend far 
upstream in tributaries. It prefers water 
depths of less than 3 feet and is 
sometimes found associated with water-
willow (Justicia americana) beds 
(NCWRC, 2025d). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, suitable 
habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the form of 
small to medium-sized rivers with coarse sand to 
boulder substrates and moderate to swift currents. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
perennial stream habitat. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 

Catspaw 
(Epioblasma 
obliquata) 

State 
Endangered 

THe catspaw mussel lives in medium to 
large rivers of the Ohio River Basin. It 
prefers shallow water and requires a 
swift current to avoid being buried in silt. 
It is found on bottom substrates ranging 
from sand to boulders (USFWS, 2025f). 
 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the 
form of large to medium river systems in sand and 
gravel substrates. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/ Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 

Snuffbox 
(Epioblasma 
triquetra) 

State 
Endangered 

The snuffbox is usually found in small- to 
medium-sized creeks, inhabiting areas 
with a swift current. Adults often burrow 
deep in sand, gravel, or cobble 
substrates (USFWS, 2012). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/Streams on site did not 
have suitable substrates or flow to support this 
mussel species. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/ Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 

Tan Riffleshell 
(Epioblasma walkeri) 

State 
Endangered 

The tan riffleshell is found in headwaters, 
riffles, and shoals in rivers and creeks 
with sand and gravel substrates 
(NatureServe, 2025c). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creen in the 
form of shoals in rivers and creeks with sand and 
gravel substrates. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
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Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 

Longsolid 
(Fusconaia 
subrotunda) 

State 
Threatened 

The longsolid shows a preference for 
sand and gravel in streams and small 
rivers but may also be found in coarse 
gravel and cobble in larger rivers. In 
streams and rivers they can be found at 
depths of less than 2 feet and in large 
rivers can be found at depths of 12 to 18 
feet and at depths of over 20 feet 
(USFWS, 2025g). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the 
form of streams to medium rivers with sand or gravel 
substrates and low flows. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 

Pocketbook 
(Lampsilis ovata) 

State 
Endangered 

The pocketbook is generalized in habitat 
preference, adapting well to both 
impoundment situations as well as free-
flowing, shallow rivers. It may be found in 
big rivers (reservoirs) at depths of 15 to 
20 feet and in small streams in depths of 
less than 2 feet. Although usually found 
in moderate to strong current, it can 
survive in standing water. The most 
suitable substrate consists of a mixture 
of gravel and coarse sand mixed with 
some silt or mud (NatureServe, 2025d). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the 
form of impoundment situations and free-flowing, 
shallow streams and rivers. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 
Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; Cartwright Creek, Caney Creek, or Popes 
Creek may contain suitable stream habitat. However, 
no in-stream work is anticipated. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
stream habitat. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Salamander Mussel 
(Simpsonaias 
ambigua) 

State 
Threatened 

The salamander mussel inhabits swift-
flowing rivers and streams with areas of 
shelter under rocks or in crevices 
(USFWS, 2025h).  

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/ May 
occur; Cartwright Creek, Caney Creek, or Popes 
Creek may contain suitable stream habitat. However, 
no in-stream work is anticipated. 

Purple Lilliput 
(Toxolasma lividum) 

State 
Endangered 

The purple lilliput inhabits fine-particle 
substrates and sand, gravel, or cobbles 
and boulders in riffles or flats 
immediately above riffles. This species is 
reported from the headwaters of small to 
medium sized rivers. It has been 
collected from various substrates 
including sand, mud, and gravel. It 
generally occurs at depths of less than 
3feet. Rarely, it can be encountered in a 
big river habitat or reservoirs 
(NatureServe, 2025e). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; some creek crossings may contain suitable 
stream habitat. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
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Pheasantshell 
(Actinonaias 
pectorosa) 

State 
Endangered 

The pheasantshell occurs in sand-gravel 
bottoms in riffles with fast currents, 
typically in depths of less than 3 feet 
(NatureServe, 2025f). 

Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/May occur; 
some creeks may contain suitable stream habitat. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 

Cumberland 
Papershell 
(Anodontoides 
denigrate) 

State 
Endangered 

The Cumberland papershell is restricted 
to streams with sandstone bedrock 
(NatureServe, 2025g). 

Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/May occur; 
some steams may contain suitable stream habitat. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 

Insects 

Monarch Butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus) 

Federal 
Proposed 
Threatened 

Monarchs can be found in fields, 
roadside areas, open areas, wet areas or 
urban gardens, wherever milkweed and 
flowering plants are present (USFWS, 
2025i).  

Cooper Station/Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/ May 
occur within or adjacent to the area. However, there 
is a limited amount of pasture habitat and a lack of 
observed milkweed species. 
Cooper to Elihu: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/Likely to occur. Suitable milkweed 
habitat is present throughout the area on grasslands, 
prairies, and meadows. Suitable larval host plants 
are present in sparse quantities within grasslands 
with presence of milkweed. Not all suitable habitat 
would be disturbed by the project. Disturbed areas 
would be reseeded following project completion. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County/Casey County to 
Marion County: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/May occur within or adjacent to 
these areas. Suitable milkweed habitat may be 
present throughout these areas as desktop studies 
reveal the ROW is in pastureland. Not all suitable 
habitat would be disturbed by the project. Disturbed 
areas would be reseeded following project 
completion. 

Maine Snaketail 
(Ophiogomphus 
mainensis) 

State 
Endangered 

Maine snaketails prefer clear, 
moderately swift, rocky rivers and 
streams in forested areas, commonly 
where they drain lakes or swamps 
(Laundermilk, 2002). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; some creek crossings may contain suitable 
stream habitat. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Elusive Clubtail 
(Stylurus notatus) 

State 
Endangered 

Elusive clubtails prefer large rivers and 
lakes, usually with sandy bottoms, but 
silt and gravel may also be utilized 
(Laundermilk, 2002). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; some creek crossings may contain suitable 
stream habitat. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Zebra Clubtail 
(Stylurus scudderi) 

State 
Endangered 

Zebra clubtails occur at sand-bottomed 
streams and small rivers with riffles in 
forested regions. Larvae burrow in 
bottom substrates (IUCN Red List, 2025). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; some creek crossings may contain suitable 
stream habitat. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Mammals 

Gray Bat 
(Myotis grisescens) 

Federal 
Endangered 

Gray bats occupy caves or cave-like 
structures year-round. While gray bats 
prefer caves, summer colonies have 
been documented using dams, mines, 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Unlikely to occur. No 
caves or karst features were observed in or directly 
adjacent to the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/ Unlikely to occur. No 
caves or karst features were observed in or directly 



East Kentucky Power Cooperative 
John Sherman Cooper Power Station 
November 12, 2025 
Page 11 
 

11 

Common Name 
(Scientific Name) 

Species 
Status  

Known Suitable Habitat Effect / Potential to Occur within Each Area1 

quarries, concrete box culverts and the 
undersides of bridges (USFWS, 2025j). 

adjacent to the area, and no roosting habitat impacts 
anticipated. Streams and rivers crossed by the 
transmission line provide suitable foraging habitat 
and commuting corridors. 
Cooper to Alcalde: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/May occur within or adjacent to the 
area. One cave was observed within the area, and 21 
potential roost trees were identified. Avoidance 
measures are proposed. Streams and rivers crossed 
by the transmission line provide suitable foraging 
habitat and commuting corridors. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/Unlikely to 
occur. Based on a desktop analysis, the area is not 
prone to karst features and no roosting habitat 
impacts are expected.   
Casey County to Marion County: May affect but is 
not likely to adversely affect/ May occur within or 
adjacent to the area as a desktop review identified 
some areas prone to karst, but no impacts to roosting 
habitat impacts are expected. 

Indiana Bat 
(Myotis sodalis) 

Federal 
Endangered 

During winter, Indiana bats are restricted 
to suitable underground hibernacula. 
Most of these sites are caves located in 
karst areas of the east-central United 
States; however, Indiana bats also 
hibernate in other cave-like locations, 
especially abandoned mines. In summer, 
primary roosts usually receive direct 
sunlight for more than half the day. Roost 
trees are often within canopy gaps in a 
forest, in a fenceline, or along a wooded 
edge. Habitats in which maternity roosts 
occur include riparian zones, bottomland 
and floodplain habitats, wooded 
wetlands and upland communities 
(USFWS, 2025k). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to 
Alcalde: May occur within or adjacent to the Project 
Area. Potential roost trees are present within the 
project area. The proposed Project is also within one 
mile of known Indiana bat habitat based on the 
USFWS KFO guidance; therefore, the project may 
affect and is likely to adversely affect this species 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County/Casey County to 
Marion County: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/May occur within or adjacent to 
these areas. Based on desktop reviews, land cover in 
these areas contains deciduous forest in which 
potential roost trees may be present. If roost trees 
can be avoided during construction or if all tree 
clearing can be conducted during the winter, non-
roosting season, direct impacts to Indiana bats can 
be avoided. 

Northern Long-eared 
Bat 
(Myotis 
septentrionalis) 

Federal 
Endangered 
State 
Endangered 

In winter, northern long-eared bats 
hibernate in caves and mines. They use 
areas in various sized caves or mines 
with constant temperatures, high 
humidity and no air currents. 
During the summer and portions of the 
fall and spring, northern long-eared bats 
may be found roosting singly or in 
colonies underneath bark, in cavities or 
in crevices of both live trees and snags, 
or dead trees (USFWS, 2025l). 
  

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to 
Alcalde: May occur within or adjacent to the Project 
Area. Potential roost trees are present within the 
project area. The proposed Project is also within one 
mile of known northern long-eared bat habitat based 
on the USFWS KFO guidance; therefore, the project 
may affect and is likely to adversely affect this 
species 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County/Casey County to 
Marion County: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/May occur within or adjacent to 
these areas. Based on desktop reviews, land cover in 
these areas contain deciduous forest in which 
potential roost trees may be present. If roost trees 
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can be avoided during construction or if all tree 
clearing can be conducted during the winter, non-
roosting season, direct impacts to northern long-
eared bats can be avoided. 

Virginia Big-eared 
Bat 
(Corynorhinus 
townsendii 
virginianus) 

Federal 
Endangered 
State 
Endangered 

This nonmigratory bat resides in caves 
year-round. Virginia big-eared bats prefer 
caves in karst regions (areas underlain 
with limestone bedrock and many caves 
and sinkholes) dominated by oak-hickory 
or beech-maple-hemlock forest. These 
bats usually hibernate in tight clusters 
near entrances of caves that are well-
ventilated and where temperatures range 
from 32 to 54 degrees Fahrenheit  
(KDFWR, 2025). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/Unlikely 
to occur. No caves or karst features were observed in 
or directly adjacent to these areas, and no roosting 
habitat impacts anticipated.   
Cooper to Alcalde: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/May occur within or adjacent to the 
area. One cave was observed within the area, and 21 
potential roost trees were identified. Avoidance 
measures are proposed. Streams and rivers in the 
area provide suitable foraging habitat and commuting 
corridors. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/Unlikely to 
occur. Based on a desktop analysis, the area is not 
prone to karst features and no roosting habitat 
impacts are expected.   

Tricolored Bat 
(Perimyotis 
subflavus) 

Federal 
Proposed 
Endangered 
State 
Threatened 

During the winter, tricolored bats 
hibernate in caves and mines. During the 
spring, summer, and fall tricolored bats 
primarily roost among live and dead leaf 
clusters or live or recently dead 
deciduous hardwood trees. Tricolored 
bats can also roost during summer 
among pine needles, within artificial 
roosts like barns, beneath porch roofs, 
bridges, concrete bunkers, and rarely 
within caves (USFWS, 2025m). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to 
Alcalde: May affect but is not likely to adversely 
affect/May occur within or adjacent to these area. 
Forested areas and potential roost trees are present 
within these areas. If all trees, including roost trees, 
can be avoided during construction or if all tree 
clearing can be conducted during the winter, non-
roosting season, direct impacts to bats can be 
avoided. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County/Casey County to 
Marion County: May affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect/May occur within or adjacent to the 
area. Based on desktop reviews, land cover in the 
area contains deciduous forest in which potential 
roost trees may be present. If roost trees can be 
avoided during construction or if all tree clearing can 
be conducted during the winter, non-roosting season, 
direct impacts to tricolored bats can be avoided. 

Little Brown Bat 
(Myotis lucifugus) 

State 
Threatened 

Little brown bats often use human-made 
structures for resting and maternity sites. 
They typically roost in caves and mines in 
the winter and in the summer can be 
found in trees, artificial structures, bat 
houses, under rocks and in piles of wood. 
Foraging habitat requirements are 
generalized, occurring primarily over 
streams and other bodies of water, along 
the margins of lakes and streams, or in 
woodlands near water (USFWS, 2025n). 

Casey County to Marion County: May affect but is 
not likely to adversely affect/May occur within or 
adjacent to the area. Based on desktop reviews, land 
cover in the area contains deciduous forest in which 
potential roost trees may be present. If roost trees 
can be avoided during construction or if all tree 
clearing can be conducted during the winter, non-
roosting season, direct impacts to little brown bats 
can be avoided. 

Fishes 
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Lake Sturgeon 
(Acipenser 
fulvescens) 

State 
Endangered 

The lake sturgeon is a prehistoric species 
with a shark-like tail and bony plate-
armored covering. Lake sturgeon are 
widely distributed across the eastern and 
central United States and Canada. 
Contrary to its name, lake sturgeon can 
thrive in both lakes and rivers (USFWS, 
2025o). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the 
form of large rivers onsite. However, no in-stream 
work is anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
stream habitat. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Blackside Dace 
(Chrosomus 
cumberlandensis) 

Federal 
Threatened 
State 
Threatened 

Blackside dace inhabit small to medium 
sized streams 2.1 to 4.6 meters in width, 
with moderate gradient, and rarely 
exceeding 21 degrees Celsius (70 
degrees Fahrenheit). Substrate in these 
streams consists of cobble-gravel in 
riffles and bedrock-boulder-silt in pools. 
They are usually found in drainages with 
well-vegetated watersheds and riparian 
zones (Isaac, 2025). The species is native 
to the Upper Cumberland River drainage 
(Big South Fork and above). In the spring, 
they spawn in small streams with 
moderate flow; eggs are laid in gravel 
nests of other minnows such as creek 
chubs (Conservation Fisheries, 2025c). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creek in the 
form of small upland headwaters and creeks 2-5 
meters wide. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect /May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
stream habitat. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated 

Blotched Chub 
(Erimystax insignis) 

State 
Threatened 

The blotched chub, a common species in 
the Cumberland and Tennessee River 
drainages, thrives in riffles and runs of 
large streams and rivers over rocky and 
gravelly bottoms (Conservation 
Fisheries, 2025a). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, potentially 
suitable habitat was identified in Pitman Creen in the 
form of medium to large streams and small rivers 
with clean gravel, rubble, or bedrock bottoms. 
However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 

Buck Darter 
(Etheostoma nebra) 

State 
Endangered 

The buck darter is found in the Buck 
Creek watershed. In the spring, they 
spawn in small pools in spring-fed 
streams; they lay clutches of eggs under 
large, flat, slab rocks (Conservation 
Fisheries, 2025b). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. This species is 
endemic to the Buck Creek watershed in Kentucky. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/Unlikely to occur. This 
species is endemic to the Buck Creek watershed in 
Kentucky. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. This 
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species is endemic to the Buck Creek watershed in 
Kentucky. 

Longhead Darter 
(Percina 
macrocephala) 

State 
Endangered 

Longhead darters are found in moderate 
to large streams with clear water where 
they occur in flowing pools especially 
near riffles. The substrate tends to be 
gravel and cobble (NYNHP, 2025). 

Casey County to Marion County: No Effect/May 
occur; Cartwright Creek, Caney Creek, or Popes 
Creek may contain suitable stream habitat. However, 
no in-stream work is anticipated. 

Mountain Brook 
Lamprey 
(Ichthyomyzon 
greeleyi) 

State 
Threatened 

Habitat includes clean, clear, gentle- or 
high-gradient creeks (1-23 meters wide, 
30-60 centimeters deep) with substrates 
generally of sand, pebbles, and small 
stones (NatureServe, 2025h). 

Cooper Station: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
streams were identified in the area. 
Cooper to Elihu: No Effect/May occur, suitable flow 
regime and substrates were identified in Pitman 
Creek. However, no in-stream work is anticipated. 
Cooper to Alcalde: No Effect/Does not occur. No 
perennial streams were identified in the area. The two 
intermittent streams that were identified did not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No Effect/May occur; 
Craig Creek and Laurel River may contain suitable 
stream habitat. However, no in-stream work is 
anticipated. 

Plants 

Virginia Spiraea 
(Spiraea virginiana) 

Federal 
Threatened 
State 
Threatened 

Virginia spiraea can be found on banks of 
rocky streams or moist bottomlands 
within high gradient sections of second 
and third order streams. The sites where 
the plants occur are areas of deposition 
after high water flows rather than places 
of maximum erosion (CPC, 2025). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to 
Alcalde/Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No 
Effect/Unlikely to occur due to the lack of flood-
scoured banks of high-gradient mountain streams. 

White Fringeless 
Orchid 
(Platanthera 
integrilabia) 

Federal 
Threatened 
State 
Threatened 

The white fringeless orchid is typically 
found in partially shaded, flat, boggy 
areas at the head of streams or seepage 
slopes. The species is often found in 
association with Sphagnum species and 
Osmunda cinnamonea, Woodwardia 
areolata, and Thelyptris novaboracensis, 
in acidic muck or sand (Pistrang, 2025). 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to 
Alcalde/Laurel Dam to Laurel County: No 
Effect/Unlikely to occur due to the lack of wet, flat, 
boggy areas in partial, but not fully shade. 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPAC) and Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) Species List (Appendix C) 
1 The Effects/Potential to Occur was assessed for the 5 project locations if the USFWS IPAC, KDFWR Species List or field survey identified 
their potential to occur in the area. 
 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act Species with Potential to Occur in the Project Area 

Common Name (Scientific 
Name) 

Nesting Habitat Potential to Occur1 

Grasshopper Sparrow 
(Ammodramus savannarum 
perpallidus) 

Grasshopper Sparrows nest on the ground, 
often at the base of a clump of grass within 
an extensive patch of tall grasses or sedges. 
The nest is usually domed with overhanging 

Casey County to Marion County: Y 
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grasses and sedges, woven into the 
adjoining vegetation, with a side entrance. 
(Cornell Lab, 2025s). 

Chuck-will’s-widow 
(Antrostomus carolinensis) 

Chuck-will's-widows do not build nests; 
they lay their eggs on the ground among 
dead leaves, pine needles, or bare dirt. Nest 
sites are typically in dense thickets near 
openings such as road edges or forest 
clearings (Cornell Lab, 2025t). 

Laurel Dam to Laurel County: Y 

Eastern Whip-poor-will 
(Antrostomus vociferus) 

Whip-poor-wills do not build nests, though 
the weight of the incubating adult may 
eventually create a slight hollow in the leaf 
litter, usually on the north or northeast side 
of a small herb, shrub, or seedling that will 
shade the nest from the hot afternoon sun. 
Whip-poor-wills occasionally nest on bare 
ground, sand, or decayed wood (Cornell 
Lab, 2025u). 

Laurel Dam to Laurel County: Y 
Casey County to Marion County: Y 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 
(Calidris pusilla) 

The semipalmated sandpiper lays eggs in a 
shallow scrape on the ground on the low 
Arctic tundra, often on a small mound or 
hummock with low plant cover like sedges 
or willows. 

Cooper Station: N 
Cooper to Elihu: N 
Cooper to Alcalde: N 

Henslow’s Sparrow 
(Centronyx henslowii) 

The henslow’s sparrow nests on or very near 
the ground at the base of thick clumps of 
grass among thick litter (Cornell Lab, 
2025v). 

Laurel Dam to Laurel County: Y 
Casey County to Marion County: Y 

Chimney Swift 
(Chaetura pelagica) 

The chimney swift nests in chimneys and 
other man-made vertical structures and 
forages for insects over urban and suburban 
areas as well as forests and open country. 
They attach a half-saucer nest made of 
twigs and saliva to the inner vertical wall of a 
masonry chimney or a similar man-made 
structure like a silo or air vent. 

Cooper Station: Y 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
Cooper to Alcalde: N 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: N 
Casey County to Marion County: N 

Rusty Blackbird 
(Euphagus carolinus) 

The rusty blackbird builds a bulky open cup 
nest of twigs and grass in dense, low-
hanging conifers or shrubs, typically a few 
feet above water or ground in wet, boreal 
forests. 

Cooper Station: Y 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
Cooper to Alcalde: Y 

Kentucky Warbler 
(Geothlypis Formosa) 

The Kentucky warbler constructs a bulky 
cup nest of leaves and grasses on or very 
near the ground, concealed at the base of a 
shrub or in a clump of dense undergrowth in 
moist forests.  

Cooper Station: Y 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
Cooper to Alcalde: Y 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: Y 
Casey County to Marion County:Y 

Bald Eagle 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 

The bald eagle nests in large, mature trees. 
They build massive nests of large sticks, 
typically high up in a large, mature tree that 

Cooper Station/Cooper to Elihu/Cooper to Alcalde: 
Likely to Occur, bald eagles may traverse these areas, 
specifically along the Cumberland River, searching for 
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Source: USFWS IPAC (Appendix C) 
1 The Effects/Potential to Occur was assessed for the five project locations if the USFWS IPAC identified their potential to occur in the area. 
 

 

Common Name (Scientific 
Name) 

Nesting Habitat Potential to Occur1 

is near a significant body of water like a river 
or reservoir. 

food resources. no known nests are present in these 
areas. 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: Bald eagles may traverse 
the area, specifically near the Laurel River Lake, 
searching for food resources. No known nests are 
present in the area. 
Casey County to Marion County: Y 

Wood Thrush 
(Hylocichla mustelina) 

The wood thrush creates a sturdy, cup-
shaped nest lined with mud in the fork of a 
sapling or shrub, usually in the lower to mid-
story of a moist, mature forest. 

Cooper Station: Y 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
Cooper to Alcalde: Y 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: Y 
Casey County to Marion County: Y 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
(Melanerpes erythrocephalus) 

The red-headed woodpecker requires trees 
for nesting and open areas for catching 
insects in flight. It excavates a cavity for its 
nest in a dead tree, a dead limb of a live 
tree, or a utility pole in an open woodland 
area. 

Cooper Station: Y 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
Cooper to Alcalde: Y 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: Y 
Casey County to Marion County: Y 

Prothonotary Warbler 
(Protonotaria citrea) 

The prothonoary warbler nests in a pre-
existing tree cavity, such as an old 
woodpecker hole or a nest box, often 
located near or over standing water in a 
wooded swamp or bottomland forest. 

Cooper Station: Y 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
Cooper to Alcalde: Y 
 

Cerulean Warbler 
(Setophaga cerulea) 

The cerulean warbler builds a small, shallow 
cup nest high in the canopy on a horizontal 
branch of a mature deciduous tree, often an 
oak or maple, far from the trunk. 

Cooper Station: Y 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
Cooper to Alcalde: Y 
 

Prairie Warbler 
(Setophaga discolor) 

The prairie warbler builds an open cup nest 
in a low shrub or small tree within brushy 
fields or other early successional habitats 
with scattered woody vegetation. 

Cooper Station: N 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
Cooper to Alcalde: Y 
Laurel Dam to Laurel County: Y 
Casey County to Marion County: Y 

Field Sparrow 
(Spizella pusilla) 

The field sparrow builds a cup-shaped nest 
either on the ground in a clump of grass 
(early in the season) or a few feet up in a 
shrub or small tree in overgrown fields as 
vegetation grows.  

Cooper Station: Y 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
Cooper to Alcalde: Y 
Casey County to Marion County: Y 

Lesser Yellowleg 
(Tringa flavipes) 

The lesser yellowleg nests in a shallow 
depression on the ground, often on dry, 
mossy ground near a marsh or pond within 
open boreal woodlands. 

Cooper Station: N 
Cooper to Alcalde: N 
Cooper to Elihu: Y 
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