
 

 

APPENDIX F – UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERIES PLAN 



 

1 
 

UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERIES PLAN 
 

East Kentucky Power Cooperative Cooper Station Co-Fire Conversion 
and New Natural Gas Combined Cycle Project and Associated 

Facilities 
 

A. INTRODUCTION 
East Kentucky Power Cooperative (EKPC) is proposing the Cooper Station Co-Fire Conversion 
and New Natural Gas Combined Cycle Project and associated facilities Project (Project). The 
Project involves renovating and repowering the Cooper Station with a natural gas line 
interconnection, laydown areas, and other facilities, and constructing the New Cooper to Alcalde 
161-kilovolt transmission line in Pulaski County, Kentucky. It also involves rebuilding the Cooper 
to Elihu 161-kilovolt transmission line near Somerset, also in Pulaski County. Two additional 
transmission lines, Casey County to Marion County 161-kilovolt line in Casey and Marion 
Counties, and the Laurel Dam to Laurel County 161-kilovolt line in Laurel and Whitley Counties 
will be upgraded. These two transmission lines will receive optical ground wires, new 
transformers, and additional equipment to upgrade operating temperatures. This document 
describes the procedures for dealing with unanticipated discoveries during the course of Project 
construction.  It is intended to: 

• Maintain compliance with applicable Federal and State laws and regulations during 
construction of the Project; 

• Describe to regulatory agencies the procedure the Project proponents or its representatives 
will follow to prepare for and deal with unanticipated discoveries; and, 

• Provide direction and guidance to Project personnel as to the proper procedure to be 
followed should an unanticipated discovery occur. 
 

To provide for the protection, preservation, and respectful treatment of any discovered cultural 
material or human remains, pursuant to applicable law, the nature and location of any discovery 
shall remain confidential. The location and contents of a discovery should be limited to personnel 
who need to know. 
 
Project personnel will be appropriately trained and informed during pre-construction for their 
respective roles in implementing this Plan. 
 
Cultural material includes human-made objects (both prehistoric and historic period) and human-

made features (for example, foundation walls, fire pits, middens, or other remnants of cultural 
activity) that are part of an archaeological site. Examples of cultural materials can include the 
following: 
• Accumulations of shell, rock, or burned rocks, or food related materials 

• Bones or small pieces of bone 
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• Areas of charcoal or very dark stained soils with artifacts 

• Stone tools or stone flakes (that is, an arrowhead or stone chips) 

• Clusters of tin cans or bottles 

• Agricultural equipment that appears to be older than 50 years 

• Stone foundation walls or ruinous bridge abutments 

Human remains are physical remains of a human body or bodies, including, but not limited to, 
bones, teeth, hair, ashes, and preserved soft tissues (mummified or otherwise preserved) of an 
individual. Remains may be articulated or disarticulated bones or teeth. Such remains may or 
may not be associated with headstones, coffin hardware, and mortuary-related artifacts. Any and 
all human remains must be treated with dignity and respect at all times. 
 

B. PROCEDURES FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES 
1) STOP WORK. If any employee, contractor, or subcontractor believes that they have 

uncovered cultural materials at any point in the construction of the Project, construction 
activities within the immediate area of the discovery will be halted and the discovery shall 
be protected from further disturbance. The “immediate area” shall be defined as roughly 
30 to 50 feet for non-burial discoveries but may depend on the situation.  

2) CONTACT. The individual providing oversight for the construction work shall be notified 
immediately and that person shall contact the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural 
Utilities Service (RUS) upon confirming the discovery. 

 
3) Within 24 hours, if possible, a professional archaeologist who meets the Secretary of 

Interior’s (SOI) Professional Qualification Standards (44 FR 44738-9) for archaeologists 
will examine the discovery. If the archaeologist determines that the discovery is not cultural 
material(s), the archaeologist will advise EKPC that they may allow construction to 
continue at that location. The archaeologist will document the discovery site and submit 
the documentation to RUS. 

 
4) If the archaeologist determines that the discovery is intact cultural materials, and if the 

discovery does not appear to be human remains, the archaeologist will immediately notify 
EKPC. EKPC will then notify RUS within 24 hours. If the discovery occurs during a 
weekend or Federal holiday, RUS will be notified on the first working day after the 
weekend and/or holiday.  

 
5) RUS will notify the State Historic Preservation office (SHPO) and other stakeholders as 

necessary.  
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6) In consultation with RUS, SHPO, and other appropriate stakeholders, EKPC will work 

with an SOI-qualified archaeologist who will examine the discovery. All work to 
evaluate significance and Project effects will be confined to the Project’s potential area of 
impact. The costs of such professional services will generally be the responsibility of 
EKPC. 

 
a) The archaeologist will evaluate the cultural material and provide a 

recommendation regarding the significance of the cultural material and whether 
the cultural material includes Native American resources.   

b) EKPC may submit a request to RUS to re-commence construction in the vicinity 
of the discovery if it is demonstrated that construction will not impact the 
discovery being evaluated or any potential minimization or data recovery 
measures. 

c) When the evaluation of the cultural material is complete, EKPC will notify RUS 
and discuss the potential significance of the resource and applicable next steps. 

C. PROCEDURES FOR THE DISCOVERY OF HUMAN REMAINS 
In the event that human remains are encountered during construction activities, the following plan 
outlines the specific procedures to be followed. These procedures meet or exceed the Policy 
Statement Regarding Treatment of Burial Sites, Human Remains, and Funerary Objects set forth 
by the National Historic Preservation Act (Public Law [PL] 89-665), its implementing regulations, 
“Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties” (36 CFR Part 800); Procedures for the Protection 
of Historic Properties (33 CFR 325 Appendix C); and Kentucky Revised Statutes 72:020. 

All activity that might disturb the remains shall cease and may not resume until authorized by 
appropriate law enforcement officials or the RUS. Any human remains, burial sites, or burial-
related materials that are discovered during construction will at all times be treated with dignity 
and respect.  If any member of the construction workforce believes that human remains are 
encountered the following plan will be implemented: 

1. Any activity that may disturb the unmarked burial site, human skeletal remains, or 
associated burial artifacts will immediately cease upon discovery. No photographs will be 
taken of human remains. The site will be carefully covered and secured for protection from 
degradation by weather or unauthorized individuals. 

2. The Environmental Inspector (EI) and Construction Manager (CM) will be notified and 
will then be responsible for taking appropriate steps to further protect the discovery. This 
will include fencing off the immediate area of discovery and flagging off a 100-foot radius 
around the area as an exclusion zone. No earthmoving activity may resume until authorized 
by RUS. 
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3. The EI will notify the Project Environmental Manager, who will contact an SOI-qualified 
archaeologist and a Human Skeletal Analyst (HSA). The HSA will examine the skeletal 
material. If the HSA determines that it is human, the HSA will notify the Casey County or 
Marion County Sheriff, the appropriate County Coroner, and the RUS Archaeologist. 

4. If the appropriate County Coroner and County Sheriff find that the unmarked burial site is 
not a crime scene and determine that there is no need for a legal inquiry by their offices or 
for a criminal investigation, then the RUS will determine jurisdiction of the site, human 
skeletal remains, and the burial artifacts. 

5. If the human remains are determined to be prehistoric or historic-era Native American, the 
RUS will determine an appropriate course of action. 

6. If the human remains are determined to be historic-era non-Native American, the remains 
will be excavated by a team under the direction of the HSA. The RUS will determine 
additional steps to be taken regarding analysis of the remains, identification of relatives, 
and reburial. 

D. CONTACT INFORMATION  
Environmental Inspector 
      Contact:              
                      Telephone:       
                      Email:          
                      Address:              

Construction Manager 
      Contact:               
                      Telephone:         
                      Email:             
                      Address:          

EKPC Project Manager 
      Contact: Josh Young              
                      Telephone: 859-749-0553         
                      Email: josh.young@ekpc.coop          
                      Address: 4775 Lexington Rd, Winchester, KY 40392        

EKPC Project Environmental Manager 
      Contact:                        
                      Telephone:          
                      Email:                
                      Address:        

Project Archaeologist, Burns & McDonnell 
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Contact: John Topi, Burns & McDonnell 
Telephone: 816-885-7969 
E-mail: jrtopi@burnsmcd.com 
Address: 404 W 90th St, Kansas City, MO 64114 

Human Skeletal Analyst, Burns & McDonnell 
Contact: Marcia Bender, Burns & McDonnell  
Telephone: 303-524-5121 
E-mail: mlbender@burnsmcd.com 
Address: 3255 Greensboro Drive, Suit 104, Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 

RUS Historic Preservation 
Contact:  
Telephone:  
E-mail:  
Address:  

Kentucky SHPO/KHC 
Contact: Dr. Craig Potts 
Telephone: 502-892-3601 
E-mail: craig.potts@ky.gov 
Address: The Barstow House, 410 High Street, Frankfort, KY 40601 

Casey County Sheriff’s Office 
Telephone: 606-787-6821 
Address: 625 Campbellsville Street, Campbellsville, KY 42539 

Casey County Medical Examiner and Coroner 
Telephone: 606-787-6211 
Address: PO Box 430, Liberty, KY 42539 

Garrard County Sheriff’s Office 
Telephone: 859-792-3591 
Address: 319 Stanford Street, Lancaster, KY 40444 

Garrard County Medical Examiner and Coroner 
Telephone: 859-792-2621 
Address: 15 Public Square, Lancaster, KY 40444 

Laurel County Sheriff’s Office 
Telephone: 606-864-6600 
Address: 1380 East Hwy 192, London, KY 40741 

Laurel County Coroner 
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Telephone: 606-864-2151 
Address: 1704 N Main St, London, KY 40741 

Marion County Sheriff’s Office 
Contact: Jimmy Clements  
Telephone: 270-692-3051 
Address: Suite 101, Lebanon, KY 40033 

Marion County Medical Examiner and Coroner 
Telephone: 270-692-3187 
Address: 246 South Proctor Knott Avenue, Lebanon, KY 40033 

Pulaski County Sheriff’s Office 
Telephone: 606-678-5145 
Address: 100 North Main Street, Somerset, KY 42502 

Pulaski County Medical Examiner and Coroner 
Telephone: 606-679-1850 
Address: 64 Enterprise Drive, Somerset, KY 42501 

Whitley County Sheriff’s Office 
Telephone: 606-549-6006 
Address: 200 Main St Ste 1, Williamsburg, KY 40769 

Whitley County Coroner 
Telephone: 606-549-1234 
Address: P.O. Box 478, Williamsburg, KY 40769 
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