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USDA Rural Development at a Glance

Rural America’s Partner  
in Prosperity

USDA Rural Development invests in 
rural America with loan, grant, and 
loan guarantee programs because 
we understand a strong community is 
rooted in its people. The commitment 
and resources we bring to rural 
communities helps drive economic 
security and prosperity. Our programs 
expand access to high-speed 
internet, electric, and transportation 
infrastructure, and support business 
growth, health care, education, housing, 
and other community essentials.

We stand ready to be your partner in 
prosperity for rural America. Contact us 
today to learn more and connect with the 
local USDA Rural Development team that 
serves your area:

Website: www.rd.usda.gov

Phone: 1-800-670-6553

X (Twitter): @usdaRD 

We have more than  
70 programs to  
support rural America.

Single Family Housing

Multifamily Housing

Community Programs

Energy and Electric 
Programs

Telecommunications 
Programs

Water and Environmental 
Programs

Business and Cooperative 
Programs

Rural Utilities Service | Water and Environmental 
Programs

Circuit Rider Program –  
Technical Assistance for Rural 
Water Systems

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPCRTAG 

This program provides technical assistance to 
rural water systems experiencing day-to-day 
operational, financial or managerial issues. Among 
other things, the Circuit Rider program can help with 
board training, management, finance, operations, 
maintenance, leak detection, water treatment, 
regulatory compliance, facility security, disaster 
and emergency assistance, loan application, and 
reporting requirements. Rural water system officials 
can request assistance from the National Rural 
Water Association or their local Rural Utilities Service 
office.

Who can apply? 

To receive technical assistance under the Circuit 
Rider program, you must serve an area with a 
population of  10,000 or fewer and be either a 
government organization, nonprofit corporation, or 
a Tribe with legal authority to own and operate the 
water facility. Check to see if  your area is eligible 
at this link: tinyurl.com/WEPRuraleligibility. This 
program is operational year-round and does not 
require an application. Contact your local RD office 
(available at this link tinyurl.com/RDStateOffices) or 
NRWA state association (available at this link:  
nrwa.org/state-associations) for more information. 

Emergency Community Water 
Assistance Grants

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPECWAG 

This program helps eligible communities prepare – 
or recover from – an emergency that threatens the 
availability of  safe, reliable drinking water. Grants 
can be used to build water line extensions, repair 

breaks or leaks in existing distribution lines, and to 
build intake or treatment facilities. 

Who can apply? 

The ECWAG is open to most state and local 
government organizations, private nonprofit 
corporations, and federally recognized Tribes 
serving areas with populations of  10,000 or fewer. 
Check eligible addresses at this link:  
eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov. The area must also have 
a median household income less than the state’s 
median household income for nonmetropolitan 
areas. Applications are accepted year-round at our 
local offices. You’ll find a state-based list at this link: 
tinyurl.com/RDStateOffices. 

Grants for Rural and Native 
Alaskan Villages

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPRAVG 

This program helps remote Alaskan villages provide 
safe, reliable drinking water and waste disposal 
systems to households and businesses. The grant 
must be used to improve dire sanitation conditions. 
Examples include recurring instances of  waterborne 
communicable disease, or residents hauling water 
to – or human waste from – their homes, or using 
outhouses because no community-wide water 
and sewer system exists. Funds can pay up to 75 
percent of  project costs to provide safe drinking 
water or waste disposal services.

Who can apply? 

The program is open to Rural Alaskan villages 
or hubs with populations of  10,000 or fewer. The 
state of  Alaska also can apply on behalf  of  eligible 
villages or hubs. Certain other eligibility restrictions 
apply. You can check to see if  your area is eligible at 
this link: eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov.
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Revolving Funds for Financing 
Water and Wastewater Projects

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPRFP

This program helps qualified nonprofits create 
revolving loan funds that provide financing to 
extend and improve water and waste disposal 
systems in rural areas. Funds can be used for 
predevelopment costs for water and wastewater 
treatment projects, and for short-term, small capital 
improvement projects not part of  regular operations 
and maintenance.

Who can apply? 

This program is open to nonprofits with the legal 
authority to operate a revolving loan fund and 
the financial, technical and managerial capacity 
to comply with relevant state and federal laws 
and regulations. Projects must be in areas with 
populations of  10,000 or fewer, including Tribal 
lands and Colonias. 

You can check to see if  your area is eligible at this 
link: eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov. Applications are 
accepted annually at grants.gov. 

Members of  the Cañada de Los Alamos Mutual Domestic Water Consumers Association 
in New Mexico have been dealing with low water supply issues since the 1990s. Finally in 
July 2020, the community water well went dry and community members had to resort to 
paying high fees for water to be hauled in by truck, 2,000 gallons at a time. After Chita Gillis, 
volunteer secretary and treasurer for the association, found out about the Emergency and 
Imminent Community Water Assistance Grant, association board members applied and were 
awarded $566,000 for a new well. 

Rural Decentralized Water 
Systems Grant Program

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPDWSG 

This program helps qualified nonprofit 
organizations create revolving loan funds to 
increase access to clean, reliable water, and 
decentralized wastewater systems for households 
in eligible rural areas. Funds can be used to build, 
refurbish, or service individually owned household 
water well and wastewater systems. 

Who can apply? 

The program is open to nonprofit organizations in 
rural areas with populations of  50,000 or fewer, 
Colonias, and federally recognized Tribes in rural 
areas. Individual homeowners must apply to 
eligible nonprofits that participate in the program. 
Contact your local USDA Rural Development office 
for details. You’ll find a state-based list at this link:  
tinyurl.com/RDStateOffices. Applications are 
accepted annually at grants.gov.

Special Evaluation Assistance 
for Rural Communities and 
Households

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPSEARCH

SEARCH grants help small, financially distressed 
rural communities pay for predevelopment 
feasibility studies, design, and technical assistance 
on proposed water and waste disposal projects. 
Funds can be used to support projects to build, 
enlarge, extend or improve rural water, wastewater, 
solid waste disposal, or storm water disposal 
facilities, or to make public or private improvements 
necessary for their successful operation or 
protection.

Who can apply? 

The program is open to government agencies and 
organizations, nonprofits, and federally recognized 
Tribes in areas with populations of  2,500 or fewer, 
and with median household incomes below 
the poverty line or less than 80 percent of  the 

statewide nonmetropolitan median household 
income. Applications are accepted year-round at 
our local offices. You’ll find a state-based list at this 
link: tinyurl.com/RDStateOffices. 

Solid Waste Management Grants

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPSWMG 

This program reduces or eliminates water pollution 
by providing funding to eligible organizations that 
provide technical assistance or training to improve 
the planning and management of  solid waste sites. 
Funds can be used to provide technical assistance 
and training to decrease the solid waste stream 
through reduction, recycling, and reuse; to evaluate 
current landfill conditions to identify threats to water 
resources, and provide technical assistance and 
training on the operation, maintenance, closure, 
and future use of  landfills. 

Who can apply? 

This program is open to most state and local 
government agencies and organizations, private 
nonprofit organizations, federally recognized Tribes, 
and academic institutions that serve rural areas 
with populations of  10,000 or fewer. Check to see if  
your area is eligible at this link:  
eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov. 

Special consideration is given to projects that 
prioritize areas serving populations with fewer 
than 5,500 or 2,500 residents and to lower-income 
populations. Applications are accepted annually at 
grants.gov. 

Water and Waste Disposal 
Grants to Alleviate Health Risks 
on Tribal Lands and Colonias 

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPColonias  
tinyurl.com/WEPTribal

Through this program, low-income communities 
that face significant health risks can gain access 
to safe, reliable drinking water and waste disposal 
facilities and services. Grant funds can be used 
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to build basic drinking water and waste disposal 
systems, including storm water drainage systems.  

Who can apply? 

This program is open to state and local 
governments, nonprofit organizations, utility 
districts serving Colonias, and federally recognized 
Tribes. Projects must be in eligible rural areas with 
populations of  10,000 or fewer, in Colonias, or on 
Tribal lands. You can check to see if  your area 
is eligible at this link: eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov. 
Applications are accepted year-round in our local 
offices. You’ll find a state-based list at this link:  
tinyurl.com/RDStateOffices. 

Water and Waste Disposal Loans 
and Grants

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPWWD 

This program provides funding for clean and 
reliable drinking water systems, sanitary wastewater 
and solid waste disposal, and storm water drainage 
to households and businesses in eligible rural 
areas. Funds can be used to buy, build, repair, and 
improve public water and waste treatment and 
collection systems.

Who can apply? 

This program is open to most state and local 
government agencies and organizations, nonprofits, 
and federally recognized Tribes in rural areas with 
populations of  10,000 or fewer. Applications are 
accepted year-round and can be filed electronically 
using RD Apply at this link:  
rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rd-apply, or at 
the USDA Rural Development office where your 
proposed project is located. You’ll find a state-
based list of  offices at this link:  
tinyurl.com/RDStateOffices. 

Water and Waste Disposal Loan 
Guarantees

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPWWDLG 

This program helps private lenders provide 
affordable financing to qualified borrowers to 

improve access to clean, reliable water and waste 
disposal systems for households and businesses 
in rural areas. Among other things, funds can be 
used to build or improve facilities for drinking water, 
wastewater treatment and solid waste disposal, and 
storm water disposal. 

Who can apply? 

This program is open to lenders with the legal 
authority, financial strength, and experience 
to operate a successful lending program. 
Examples include federal- and state-chartered 
banks, savings and loans institutions, farm credit 
banks with direct lending authority, and credit 
unions. Eligible borrowers include government 
organizations, federally recognized Tribes, and 
nonprofit businesses in rural areas with populations 
of  50,000 or fewer. Contact your local USDA Rural 
Development state office before you start your 
application. You’ll find a state-based list at this link: 
tinyurl.com/RDStateOffices. 

Water and Waste Disposal 
Predevelopment Planning Grants

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPWWPPG 

This program helps low-income communities with 
the initial planning and development of  applications 
for USDA Rural Development Water and Waste 
Disposal Direct Loan and Grant or Loan Guarantee 
programs. The maximum grant amount is $60,000, 
or 75 percent of  predevelopment planning costs.

Who can apply? 

This program is open to most state and local 
governments, nonprofit organizations and federally 
recognized Tribes in rural areas with populations of  
10,000 or fewer. The area must also have a median 
household income below the poverty line, or less 
than 80 percent of  the statewide nonmetropolitan 
median household income. You can check to see if  
your area is eligible at this link:  
eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov. Applications are 
accepted year-round in our local offices.  
You’ll find a state-based list at this link:  
tinyurl.com/RDStateOffices. 

Water and wastewater Superintendent Tavis Edwards oversees the processes that ensure 

the town of  West Point, Georgia, and its residents receive healthy water for their daily needs. 

USDA has funded two major water and sewer projects in West Point– one to upgrade their 

water treatment plant ($6.3 million in loan and grant funds) and another to upgrade their 

sewage treatment plant ($10.6 million in loan and grant funds).

Water and Waste Disposal 
Technical Assistance and 
Training Grants

Information is available at this link:  
tinyurl.com/WEPTATG 

This program helps qualified nonprofit organizations 
provide technical assistance and training to 
water and waste disposal operations to identify 
and evaluate solutions to rural water and waste 
challenges related to sourcing, storage, treatment, 
distribution, collection, and disposal. It also helps 
applicants prepare their water and waste disposal 
loan and grant applications, and helps associations 
improve the operation and maintenance of  water 
and waste facilities in eligible rural areas. 

Who can apply? 

The program is open to nonprofits with the proven 
ability, background, experience and capacity 
to provide technical assistance or training on a 
national, regional or state basis for rural areas 
with populations of  10,000 or fewer, and on Tribal 
lands in rural areas. Applications and supporting 
information can be submitted through grants.gov 
annually. 

If  you have questions, you can contact the 
Technical Assistance and Training Grant Manager 
by email at Water-RD@usda.gov.
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Rural Utilities Service | Water and Environmental Programs 

Program Overview Applicant Population Additional  
Information

Circuit Rider 
Program – 
Technical 
Assistance 
for Rural 
Water 
Systems

Provides technical assistance 
to rural water systems 
experiencing day-to-day 
operational, financial, or 
managerial issues

Government 
organizations, 
nonprofits, or 
Tribes with 
legal authority 
to own and 
operate the 
water facility

Rural areas with 
populations of 
10,000 or fewer

Program Type: Grant

Terms and Conditions: Rural 
water system officials can 
request assistance from 
the National Rural Water 
Association State Association 
or their local Rural Utilities 
Service office.

Website:  
tinyurl.com/WEPCRTAG

Emergency 
Community 
Water 
Assistance 
Grants

Helps eligible communities 
prepare for – or recover 
from – an emergency that 
threatens the availability 
of safe, reliable drinking 
water. Grants can be used 
for maintenance, to build 
water line extensions, repair 
breaks or leaks in existing 
distribution lines, and to build 
intake or treatment facilities.

Local 
government 
organizations, 
nonprofits, 
and federally 
recognized 
Tribes

Rural areas with 
populations of 
10,000 or fewer

Program Type: Grant 

Terms and Conditions: Water 
transmission line grants 
maximum is $150,000. Water 
source grants maximum is 
$1 million. Partnerships with 
other federal, state, local, 
private and nonprofit entities 
are encouraged

Website:  
tinyurl.com/WEPECWAG

Grants 
for Rural 
and Native 
Alaskan 
Villages

Provides remote Alaskan 
villages funds to ensure safe, 
reliable drinking water and 
waste disposal systems to 
households and businesses. 
Must be used to improve 
dire sanitation conditions like 
waterborne communicable 
disease, hauling water to – or 
human waste from – homes, 
or using outhouses because 
no community-wide water 
and sewer system exists.

Rural Alaskan 
villages or 
hubs

The state of 
Alaska also 
can apply 
on behalf of 
eligible villages 
or hubs.

Rural areas with  
populations of 
10,000 or fewer

Program Type: Grant

Website:  
tinyurl.com/WEPRAVG

Revolving 
Funds for 
Financing 
Water and 
Wastewater 
Projects

Provides revolving loan funds 
to extend and improve water 
and waste disposal systems. 
Funds can be used for pre-
development costs, and for 
short-term, small capital 
improvement projects not 
part of regular operations and 
maintenance.

Nonprofits Rural areas with 
populations of 
10,000 or fewer

Program Type: Loan

Terms and Conditions: 
Maximum loan per borrower 
is $200,000. Maximum term 
is 10 years. Interest rate 
determined by the nonprofit 
that manages the revolving 
loan fund

Website:  
tinyurl.com/WEPRFP

Program Overview Applicant Population Additional  
Information

Rural 
Decentralized 
Water 
Systems 
Grant 
Program

Increases access to clean, 
reliable water and septic 
systems for households in 
eligible rural areas. Funds can 
be used to build, refurbish, 
or service individually owned 
household water well and 
wastewater systems.

Nonprofits, 
Colonias, 
and federally 
recognized 
Tribes

Rural areas with 
populations of 
50,000 or fewer

Program Type: Grant

Terms and Conditions: 
A 10 percent match is 
required and cannot be an 
in-kind match. 

Website: 
tinyurl.com/WEPDWSG

Special 
Evaluation 
Assistance 
for Rural 
Communities 
and 
Households 
Grant 
(SEARCH)

Helps small, financially 
distressed rural communities 
pay for predevelopment 
feasibility studies, design, 
and technical assistance on 
proposed water and waste 
disposal projects. Funds can 
be used to support proposed 
projects to build or improve 
rural water, wastewater, solid 
waste disposal, or storm water 
disposal facilities, or to make 
public or private improvements.

Government 
organizations, 
nonprofits, 
and federally 
recognized 
Tribes

Rural areas with 
populations of 
2,500 or fewer 
and with median 
household 
incomes below 
the poverty line 
or less than 
80 percent of 
the statewide 
nonmetropolitan 
median 
household 
income

Program Type: Grant

Website: 
tinyurl.com/WEPSEARCH

Solid Waste 
Management 
Grants

Reduces or eliminates water 
pollution by providing funding 
for technical assistance and 
training to improve the planning 
and management of solid waste 
sites. Funds also can be used 
to evaluate and improve current 
landfill conditions to protect 
against threats to nearby water 
resources.

Government 
organizations, 
nonprofits, 
federally 
recognized 
Tribes, and 
academic 
institutions

Rural areas with 
populations of 
10,000 or fewer

Program Type: Grant

Terms and Conditions: 
Projects must be 
completed in 12 months. 
Matching funds are not 
required for this grant. 
However, applicant and 
in-kind contributions are 
recommended.

Website: 
tinyurl.com/WEPSWMG

Water and 
Waste 
Disposal 
Grants to 
Alleviate 
Health Risks 
on Tribal 
Lands and 
Colonias

Helps low-income communities 
facing significant health risks 
get safe, reliable drinking water 
and waste disposal facilities 
and services. Funds can be 
used to build basic drinking 
water and waste disposal 
systems.

Local 
governments, 
nonprofits, 
utility districts 
serving 
Colonias, 
and federally 
recognized 
Tribes

Rural areas 
with populations 
fewer than 
10,000, 
Colonias, and 
Tribal lands

Program Type: Grant

Website: 
tinyurl.com/WEPColonias  
tinyurl.com/WEPTribal
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Program Overview Applicant Population Additional  
Information

Water and Waste 
Disposal Loans 
and Grants

Provides funding for clean and 
reliable drinking water systems, 
sanitary wastewater and solid 
waste disposal, and storm water 
drainage to households and 
businesses. Funds can be used 
to buy, build, repair, and improve 
public water and waste treatment 
and collection systems.

Government  
organizations, 
nonprofits, 
and federally 
recognized 
Tribes

Rural 
areas with 
populations 
fewer than 
10,000, 
Colonias, and 
Tribal lands

Program Type: Loans, 
grants (if available)

Terms and Conditions: 
The loan term cannot 
exceed 40 years.

Website: 
tinyurl.com/WEPWWD

Water and Waste 
Disposal Loan 
Guarantees

Helps private lenders provide 
affordable financing to improve 
access to clean, reliable water 
and waste disposal systems for 
households and businesses in 
rural areas. Funds can be used 
to build or improve facilities 
for drinking water, wastewater 
treatment and solid waste 
disposal, and storm water 
drainage.

Banks, savings 
and loans 
institutions, 
farm credit 
banks, and 
credit unions

Rural 
areas with 
populations 
of 50,000 or 
fewer

Program Type: Loan 
guarantee

Terms and Conditions: 
The loan term cannot 
exceed 40 years. Interest 
rates negotiated between 
the lender and borrower.

Website: 
tinyurl.com/
WEPWWDLG

Water and 
Waste Disposal 
Predevelopment 
Planning Grants

Helps low-income communities 
with the initial planning and 
development of applications for 
USDA Rural Development Water 
and Waste Disposal Direct Loan 
and Grant or Loan Guarantee 
programs

Government 
organizations, 
nonprofits, 
and federally 
recognized 
Tribes

Rural 
areas with 
populations 
of 10,000 or 
fewer

Program Type: Grant

Terms and Conditions: 
Maximum grant amount 
is $60,000, or 75 percent 
of predevelopment 
planning costs

Website: 
tinyurl.com/
WEPWWPPG

Water and 
Waste Disposal 
Technical 
Assistance and 
Training Grants

Funds technical assistance and 
training for water and waste 
disposal operators to identify 
solutions to sourcing, storage, 
treatment, distribution, collection, 
and disposal. Helps applicants 
prepare water and waste disposal 
loan and grant applications, and 
helps associations improve the 
operation and maintenance of 
water and waste facilities

Nonprofits Rural 
areas with 
populations 
of 10,000 or 
fewer

Program Type: Grant

Terms and Conditions: 
This is a reimbursement 
grant.

Website: 
tinyurl.com/WEPTATG 

USDA Rural Development Program Purposes

Program
Land  
and 

Buildings

Machinery 
and 

Equipment

Working 
Capital Infrastructure

Technical 
Assistance 

and Training

Rural Utilities Service  
Water and Environment

Circuit Rider Program – Technical 
Assistance for Rural Water Systems

x

Emergency Community Water 
Assistance Grants

x

Grants for Rural and  
Native Alaskan Villages

x

Revolving Funds for Financing Water 
and Wastewater Projects

x

Rural Decentralized  
Water Systems Grant

x x

Special Evaluation Assistance for 
Rural Communities and Households

x x

Solid Waste Management Grants x

Water and Waste Disposal Grants to 
Alleviate Health Risks on Tribal Lands 
and Colonias

x

Water and Waste Disposal  
Loans and Grants

x x x

Water and Waste Disposal  
Loan Guarantees

x x x

Water and Waste Disposal 
Predevelopment Planning Grants

x x

Water and Waste Disposal Technical 
Assistance and Training Grants

x
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