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ENVIRONMENTAL   INFORMATION

Categorical Exclusion Pre-Screening
The purpose of this “short form” is to collect adequate information to help Rural Development determine what level of environmental review to complete.  Depending on the information provided with this form, you may be requested to submit additional information.   
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:  Please provide a description of how the proposed funds (all sources – USDA, private, bank, other) will be used by your business.  If your project involves construction (whether interior or exterior or renovations), please describe that in detail.
SIZE OF PROJECT SITE:  Please indicate the size (acres) of your project site and describe how the project will impact the site (roads, rights of way, utilities and/or other impacts).
LOCATION OF PROJECT:  Please provide an accurate street map and 911 physical address outlining the project site.    
CONTROVERSY:    YES or NO:   If “YES”, provide a detailed description and supporting information if available.  Is the project / project site the subject of controversy based on effects to the human environment – Federal, tribal, state or local government agency input.  

EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES (Instruction 1970.52):
Describe in relative detail if your proposal or project site:

1.  Violation of Federal, state or local statute/regulation and/or if permits are required for environment safety or health.

2. Will house, store, reclaim, recycle or involve the handling of waste storage, disposal recovery, incineration or waste treatment actions;

Please list any regulated hazardous materials or wastes that your business uses or creates:

If applicable, please describe how your hazardous wastes/materials are stored, handled and disposed of:
3. Will or could the project  cause uncontrolled or unpermitted releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, petroleum or natural gas products;

If real estate will serve as collateral for the requested loan, does the property contain any areas where regulated hazardous substances or petroleum products appear to have been released?

Does your property contain an underground storage tank?    If so, please describe the type, size, age, date of last State certification and any other relevant facts.

4. Will or could have an adverse effect on historic properties;

Is your business located in a designated historic district or an area that could be considered eligible for designation as a historic district?

Is the building that you are located in 50 years or older (if yes, provide color pictures of the building from all sides – digital photos are preferred)?
5. Will or could have an adverse effect on Federally threatened or endangered species, critical habitat, Federally proposed or candidate species;

6. Will or could have an impact on wetlands regardless of whether an Army Corps or other permit has been issued for the project site;
7. Will or could have an impact on floodplains (building construction, filling, or other actions);

8. Will or could have an impact on Federal or state designated wilderness, parks, wildlife refuge or water sources vital to a region;   

9. Will the project be developed in a coastal barrier resource are or coastal zone management area; or

10. Will or could the project impact a coral reef.

11.  Site utility information – Please indicate:
Is your business facility connected to a municipal wastewater system?  If no,
please describe the existing on-site system, including capacity.

Is your business facility connected to a municipal water system?
