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A.  General Application Information 
1.  Applicant Information 

1-A. Name, Address, and Federal ID for Applicant 
i.   Legal Name:   PRIDE Network, Inc. 

ii.  Employer/Taxpayer 

Identification Number 

(EIN/TIN): 

264635609 

 

Street 1:                5307 W. Loop 289 

Street 2:                 

City: Lubbock 

County: Lubbock 

State: TX 

Country United  States 

Zip/Postal Code: 79414 

 

 

1-B. Name and Contact Information of Person to be Contacted on Matters Involving this 

Application: 

Prefix: Mr. 

First Name: Tony 

Middle Name:  

Last Name: Lee 

Suffix: Esq.                 

Telephone Number: 202-344-8065 

Fax Number: 202-344-8300 

Email: tslee@venable.com 

Title: Partner 
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1-C. Other Required Identification Numbers 

i. Organizational DUNS: 830606260 

ii. CCR # (CAGE): 5GW34 

iii. Funding Opportunity 

Number: 
1 

iv. Catalog of Federal 

Domestic Assistance Number:  

 

BTOP CFDA Number: 11.557 

BIP CFDA Number: 10.787 

BTOP CFDA Title: Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 

BIP CFDA Title: Broadband Initiatives Program 

 

1-D Eligible Entities 
Please classify your organization. (Note: If there are multiple organizations involved in the project, designate the 

lead applicant that would enter into a Loan or Grant agreement with the Agency and assume operational and 

financial responsibility should an award be made). For-Profit Corporation 

1-E.  RUS Borrower Status 

No 

1-F. Applicant Federal Debt Delinquency Explanation 

Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? No 

Federal debt delinquency Explanation: 

 

 

2.  Project Description   &  Project Title 

2-A. Project Title: PRIDE Network 

 

2-B. Project Description: PRIDE Network proposes to construct a FTTP telecommunications 

infrastructure, with a WiMAX service-extension overlay, that will bring advanced broadband services to 

rural communities in the Texas South Plains region. The network will initially offer synchronous data 

speeds of 1 to 100 Mbps with the ability to increase to even higher speeds to ensure the greatest 

broadband benefits possible. 
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3.  Application ID for Multiple Submissions for Identified Service Areas: 

Pride Network, Inc. BIP Application for Burkburnett/Iowa Park, TX 

 

4. Rural Area Determination 

At least 75 percent of the proposed service area to be funded falls within rural areas that are unserved or 

underserved. 

 Yes 

 

5.  Applications for Rural Areas: Please choose the funding program(s) to which you are submitting this 

application. 

a)  BIP broadband infrastructure category to which you are applying: 

     BIP - Last Mile Non-Remote Area 

  

b) Would you like this Application for Rural Areas to also be considered for BTOP funding? 

     No (Implies Single Filing with BIP) 

 

c) BTOP Infrastructure category for which you are applying. 

     

 

 

6.  Applications for All Other Areas: Per the NOFA, all applications to fund broadband infrastructure 

projects in areas that are less than 75% rural must be submitted to NTIA for consideration under BTOP. 

 

BTOP broadband infrastructure category to which you are applying:  
 

B.  Eligibility Factors 
 

 
7.  Application Submission 

 

 

BIP and BTOP Factors Selected By Applicant: 

Applicant has submitted a completed application and provided all supporting documentation required for 

the application. 

 

The Project will be substantially complete within 2nd year from the award date, and the project will be fully 
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complete by the end of the 3rd year from the award date.  

 

For projects seeking more than $1 million funding, the Applicant agrees to submit a certification, from a 

Professional Engineer, that attests that a) the system will deliver the stated performance; and b) the projected 

project will be substantially completed within two years, and fully completed within three years. 

 

The Applicant provides two-way data transmission with advertised speeds of at least 768 kbps downstream 

and 200 kbps upstream. 

 

Applicant understands and agrees to comply with the nondiscrimination and interconnection obligations 

outlined in the NOFA. 

 

If applying for a last mile Broadband Infrastructure project, applicant understands and agrees to comply 

with the last mile coverage obligations as outlined in the NOFA. 

 

 
 

 

Additional Factors for BIP Selected By Applicant 

At least 75 percent of the proposed funded service area qualifies as unserved and underserved rural areas in 

accordance with the NOFA. 

 

Applicant understands and agrees that the project will be fully funded in accordance with the requirements 

of the NOFA. 

 

Applicant understands and agrees that only projects that RUS determines to be financially feasible and/or 

economically sustainable will be eligible under this NOFA. 
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a) Opportunity the proposed system seeks to address. 

 Most of the communities that will be served by PRIDE Net do not currently have any 

form of Advanced Broadband service, and such service is not affordable to most of the people 

that reside in those communities, including those that have lost their jobs during the current 

financial crisis and need the advantages that Advanced Broadband services can provide in 

finding a job.  Where broadband service is available, PRIDE Net will offer a competitive 

choice that will be far more affordable.   

  

b) A general description of the proposed funded service areas (location, number of 

communities, etc.). 

 The PRIDE network will make affordable Advanced Broadband services available to 

the following communities in Texas: New Deal, Abernathy, Hale Center, Ropesville, Meadow, 

Slaton, Lamesa, Brownfield, Littlefield, Whitharral, Wilson and Plainview.  The PRIDE 

network will be extended to additional communities not listed above that also lack access to 

affordable Advanced Broadband service as profits are reinvested in new infrastructure 

construction.  In this way, by first using federal grant/loan dollars to build the core of the 

network and its initial passings, and then by allowing future profits to further expand network 

growth, PRIDE Net will create a continuous benefit cycle to the entire region for generations to 

come. 

 

c) Number of households and businesses passed. 

 Households passed:    Businesses passed:   

 

d) Number of community anchor institutions, public safety entities, and critical 

community organizations passed and/or involved with project (e.g., health care, education, 

libraries, etc.). 

 PRIDE Net has entered into informal collaborative arrangements with seven 

community anchor institutions.   Institutions involved with the development and future use of 

the network are as follows:  South Plains Association of Governments, Lubbock County,  

South Plains College, Region XVII Educational Service Center, Texas Tech Univ. Health 

Sciences Center,  NW Texas Small Business Dev. Center,  and WorkForce Solutions – South 

Plains.  Additionally, a collaborative arrangement with South Plains Electric Cooperative to 

leverage a potential ARRA Department of Energy ―Smart Grid‖ grant application will be 

defined – dependant on the success of the respective party‘s funding applications.   A 

(b) (4) (b) (4)
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description of the general nature of each entity‘s future use of the PRIDE network is more fully 

identified in the response to Questions  41 and 42.  Also, the numbers of passings (total 139) 

are as follows:   

 

e)  

  

 

This state-of-the-art network, referred to as the Plains 

Regional Inter-County Data Enterprise ("the PRIDE Network"), will immediately stimulate the 

economy with the creation of new jobs and new businesses and provide numerous long-term 

public benefits that will significantly improve the future for the Texas South Plains .  By 

providing a , PRIDE Net will also maximize 

utilization of PRIDE for the generation of important long-term public benefits.  These benefits 

include: improving public safety broadband communications; promoting telemedicine, more 

effective healthcare delivery, and medical research; increasing access to advanced distance 

learning and multimedia educational programs; facilitating the more efficient production, 

delivery, and management of renewable energy; enhancing the ability of community anchor 

organizations to provide educational and employment opportunities;  improving the quality of 

life of low-income, unemployed, aged, and otherwise vulnerable populations; and driving 

sustained economic growth and development. 

f) Approach to addressing the non-discrimination and interconnection obligations. 

 PRIDE Net was conceived from inception as an open-access, quasi public/private 

partnership, led by NTS. The PRIDE Network will fully comply with the non-discrimination 

and network interconnection obligations that are contractual conditions of grants/loans awarded 

under the funding program. PRIDE Net has adopted non-discrimination and interconnection 

policies, and it will install open-access capable equipment to ensure that other entities, 

including competing carriers, can access and interconnect with the Pride Network.  Network 

access will be allowed at any reasonable network interconnection point at cost.  The openness 

of the PRIDE Network will promote innovation, entrepreneurship, and growth for the 

economy.   

g) Type of broadband system that will be deployed (network type and technology 

standard). 

  

  This design, which has rapidly become the most widely 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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Questions 44 and 45 of this application.  The overall infrastructure cost of the proposed system 

is $44,550,100. 

j) Overall expected subscriber projections for the project. 

 Overall expected subscriber projections for the PRIDE network project are . 

k) Number of jobs estimated to be created or saved as a result of this project. 

 PRIDE Net estimates the creation of 890 jobs to construct and operate the PRIDE 

network.  In addition, by accelerating affordable Advanced Broadband deployment to 

communities without access to such state of the art technology today, the PRIDE network will 

attract new businesses to these communities, which will generate economic activity and create 

approximately an additional 1,159 jobs. 
 

Description of BTOP Project Purpose (BTOP Applicants Only  Next Three Questions)  

 

9.  BTOP Statutory Purpose: 
 

 

10.  Description of BTOP Project Purpose:   
         

 

 11.  BTOP Enhanced Services for Health Care Delivery, Education, and Children: 

         

 

D. Proposed Funded Service Area 

 
12.  Proposed Funded Service Area Maps: 
    12-A.  Service Area Map (Reference Number):    5E17-EEC7-47C7-8DE6 

    12-B.  Is the applicant is seeking a waiver for providing less than 100% coverage of a census block. No 

 

13.  Proposed Funded Service Area (BIP - Last Mile Projects):  

        Please refer to section M at the end of document. 

 

14.  Proposed Funded Service Area (BTOP - Middle Mile Project):  

        Please refer to section M at the end of document. 
 

 

(b) (4)
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15.  Non-Funded Service Area( BIP Only):  
        No area of PRIDE Net‘s Service Area will not be funded by BIP.  Applicant is not applying for BTOP 

funding. 

 

16.  Coverage Waiver:   

        Applicant is seeking a waiver for providing less than 100% coverage of a census block.  

        No 
        For Response of ―Yes‖ please refer to upload section for additional supporting documentation. 

 

 17.  Methodology for Area Status: 

         Rural Area Definition 

PRIDE Net has performed an analysis of the one proposed BIP funded Service Area within the 

state of Texas that is included in this ARRA funding application for a Last Mile Non-Remote 

project. It has been determined that the Last Mile Service Area can be considered as 93% Rural 

by the definitions provided in the BIP application documentation.  Only one of the census 

designated communities has a population over 20,000 according to the 2000 US Census and 

can be considered 93% rural. This satisfies the BIP requirement that at least 75% of the 

proposed Service Areas in a Last Mile Non-Remote project be defined as Rural Areas.  

 

Underserved Definition 

Data from the ―Current Population Survey (October 2007)‖, prepared by the United States 

Bureau of Census indicated that rural Texas households had an average Broadband 

Subscribership rate of only 36.62%. This is less than the 40% threshold set in the BIP 

application documentation and therefore indicates that rural Texas communities are 

underserved as per the ARRA definition. Due to the fact that the lowest speed considered as 

broadband in 2007 was 200 kbps, it can be reasonably projected that if the new broadband 

definition requires a minimum of 768 kbps, the actual Broadband Subscribership percentage 

for rural Texas would be much lower, thereby more firmly establishing the Underserved nature 

of these communities. 

 

To confirm the findings of the United States Bureau of Census, PRIDE Net performed 628 in-

person market surveys within the proposed Last Mile Service Areas. The analysis of these 

market surveys confirmed that the actual Broadband Subscribership averaged 34%, which is 

less than the 40% Broadband Subscribership threshold required in the ARRA program and 

serves to allow a definition of Underserved for the proposed Last Mile Service Areas. After 

completing the competitive analysis that is included in Attachment C, PRIDE Net also utilized 
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the online tools of the incumbents, to the extent that they were available, to enter in physical 

addresses of residents to confirm that those addresses did not qualify under the incumbents 

own database for DSL or Cable modem service. These outcomes supported the survey results 

and provided further evidence of the Underserved nature of the proposed service area. It was 

especially evident as residents expressed their discord with lack of competition in these 

communities.  

 

As a result, the combined data from the US Census ―Current Population Study (October 2007)‖ 

and the market surveys performed by PRIDE Net gives evidence that the proposed Last Mile 

Service Area can be defined as Underserved. This more than meets the ARRA requirement that 

a Last Mile Non-Remote project service area must be able to be defined as at least 75% 

Unserved or Underserved and confirms that the PRIDE Net proposed Last Mile Service Area is 

eligible for BIP funding. 
 

18.  Middle Mile Benefits 

         

 

E.  Proposed Service Offering 

 
19.  Broadband Service Offerings for Last Mile Project: 

        Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

20.  Service Offerings for Middle Mile Project:   
        Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

Competing Service Providers    

 

21.  Existing Broadband Service Providers and Services Offered: 
        Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

Non-Discrimination, Interconnection  
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 22.  Description of Network Openness: 

         The PRIDE network was conceived from inception as an open-access, quasi public-

private partnership, led by NTS Communications, Inc.  The PRIDE network will fully comply 

with the non-discrimination and network interconnection obligations that are contractual 

conditions of grants awarded under the funding program, and PRIDE Net has adopted non-

discrimination and interconnection policies, and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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  The Federal Communications Commission (―FCC‖) has set aside the 3650-3700 

MHz band for the Wireless Broadband Service (―WBS‖), which is licensed spectrum 

specifically for WiMax operations in the United States.  PRIDE Net has filed an application 

with the FCC for a WBS license.  

 

30.  Network Diagram:  
        Please refer to upload section at the end of document. 

 

31.  Certification by Professional Engineer:       
        Please refer to upload section at the end of document. 

 

32.  Buy American Waiver Request:  
       Is the applicant seeking an individual waiver of the Buy American provision? No 

 

      Buy American Waiver Request – Legal Justification 
       

(b) (4)
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33.  Choice of Service Provider: 
        Does the project‘s Infrastructure and the Company‘s business plan allow more than one provider to serve end    

users in the proposed funded service area? 

        Yes 

 

         
 

 

G.  Project Milestones and Completion Factors 

 

  Timeline & Milestones 

 

34.  Infrastructure Build-out Timeline: 
        Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

35.  Licenses, Regulatory Approvals and Agreements: 

         The proposed project will require the following licenses and regulatory approvals: 

 

Federal License or Approval Required: 

 

FCC License – Need 3650-3700 MHz band Wireless Broadband Service (WiMAX) license 

from the FCC.  Application has been filed with the FCC for a nationwide non-exclusive 

WiMAX license, and that application is currently being processed by the FCC. 

 

Environmental Assessments – Environmental Assessments (―EAs‖) may need to be filed with 

the FCC for approval for tower sites for compliance with the National Environmental Policy 

Act and the National Historic Preservation Act.  Whether EAs need to be required to depend on 

where the WiMAX stations and antennas will ultimately be located.  Consultant is ready to 

prepare the appropriate EA report (including all necessary filings and notifications required to 

be submitted to state officials and Native American tribes) for submission to the FCC should 

the funding application be approved; FCC counsel is ready to assist in filing of the EA 

applications should the funding application be approved. 
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State Licenses or Approvals Required:  

 

Environmental Impact – State Historic Preservation Officer (―SHPO‖) consultation is required 

regarding the potential impact on historical sites. Consultant is ready to prepare the 

appropriate consultation notices to the Texas SHPO should the funding application be 

approved. 

 

Local Construction Permits: Local construction permits will be required on an as-needed basis 

in order to construct the system.  PRIDE Net is ready to file for the appropriate construction 

permits should the funding application be approved. 

 

Utility Pole Attachment Agreement:  Agreements with utility pole owners are required before 

attachments can be made to existing poles.  PRIDE Net is ready to complete agreements should 

the funding application be approved. 

 

Service Provider Certificate of Operating Authority (SPCOA): This is a license issued by the 

Texas Public Utility Commission to provide facilities-based telecommunications service in 

Texas.  Application for SPCOA has been filed with the Texas Public Utilities Commission 

(TPUC) and is currently pending. 

 

Statewide Video Franchise Authority:  A statewide video franchise is needed in order to 

provide video service in Texas.  Statewide Video Franchise Authority will be filed with the 

TPUC upon funding approval and the TPUC must, by law, grant said approval within 10 days. 
 

36.  Construction and Vendor Contracts 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Copies of letters of 

collaboration are attached as a supplement to the application. 

(b) (4)
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  Qualification of Management Team and Organizational Readiness   

 

37.  Management Team Resumes:  
       Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

38.  Organizational Readiness:  

        PRIDE Network, Inc. ―Pride Net‖ was established as a wholly-owned subsidiary of NTS 

Communications, Inc. (―NTS‖) to pursue the project described in the application.  

 

 

 

 

Sales & Marketing 

  

Back-Office Systems 

 

Network Control Center 

 (b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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Customer Care 

 

Outside/Inside Plant Personnel 

 

Network & Switching Capacity 

 

 

    Other     

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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42.  Recovery Act and Other Governmental Collaboration. 

         42. Recovery Act and Other Governmental Collaboration. 

 

    

 

   

 

 

 

 

    

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

(b) (4)
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  Community Involvement (BTOP Applicants Only)  

 

 

43.  Partnering with Disadvantaged Businesses 
         

 

H.  Project Budget 

 
44.  General Overall Budget 

 

(b) (4)
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Budget Loan 

Request 

Grant 

Request 

Equity Debt Bond Other 

Network & Access 

Equipment (switching, 

routing, transport, 

access) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outside Plant (cables, 

conduits, ducts, poles, 

towers, repeaters, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buildings and Land – 

(new construction, 

improvements, 

renovations, lease) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Customer Premise 

Equipment (modems, 

set-top boxes, inside 

wiring, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billing and Operational 

Support Systems (IT 

systems, software, etc.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operating Equipment     

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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(vehicles, office 

equipment, other)  

 

    

Engineering/ 

Professional Services 

(engineering design, 

project management, 

consulting, etc.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testing (network 

elements,  IT system 

elements, user devices, 

test generators, lab 

furnishings, 

servers/computers, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site Preparation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL BROADBAND 

SYSTEM 

 

22,720,551 

 

21,829,549 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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Total Budget:   $ 44,550,100 

 

45.  Detailed Budget:  
        Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

Sustainability    

 

 

46.  Reasonableness 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) (4)
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47.  Historical Financial Statements:   
       Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

48.  Broadband Subscriber Estimates:   
        Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

49.  Other Services: 
        Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

50.  Pro Forma 5-Year Financial Forecast and Assumptions: 
        Please refer to upload section at the end of the document. 

 

51.  Commitment of Capital Funding Support 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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Projections included with this application. 
 

 

 

52.  Matching Funds:        

       a. Cash: $  

       b. In-Kind: $  

       c. Percent of Total Project Cost:  
 

 53.  Demonstration of Financial Need:  
          

 

54.  Unjust Enrichment 
         

 

55.  Disclosure of Federal and/or State Funding Sources 
         

 

 

I.  Self Scoring – BIP Only Self Scoring 
 

56.  Self Scoring Sheet 

BTOP Requirements  





 

 
Broadband Infrastructure Application  

Submission to RUS (BIP) and NTIA (BTOP) 

Submitted Date: 8/20/2009 2:30:40 PM                  Easygrants ID: 2443                                                                                                        

Funding Opportunity: Broadband Initiatives 

Program and Broadband Technology 

Opportunities Program 

Applicant Organization: PRIDE Network, Inc. 

Task: Submit Application - Infrastructure 

Programs 
Applicant Name: Mr. Tony  Lee Esq.                 

 

 

 Page 33 
 

Choice of service provider If the proposed infrastructure is 

available to be used by multiple 

service providers 

5  

Critical Community Facilities If discounted rate packages at 

least 25% lower than advertise 

rates are available to critical 

facilities 

5  

PROJECT VIABILITY 

Applicant‘s organizational capability Points will be awarded on the 

strengths and accomplishments of 

key management 

Up to 12  

Community Support If a letter of support has been 

received from a designated 

representative of the community 

for every community in the 

proposed service territory 

2  

Ability to promptly start project If the applicant can demonstrate 

that all licenses and regulatory 

approvals have been received, 

contractors and vendors are ready 

to enter into contracts, and equity 

has been deposited into applicant 

accounts 

10  

Socially and economically disadvantaged 

small businesses (SDB), as defined by 

section 8(a) of the Small Business Act, 15 

U.S.C. §637. 

If the applicant is a Section 8(a) 

entity 

1  

PROJECT BUDGET AND SUSTAINABLITY 

Reasonableness of the budget Points will be awarded based the Up to 5  

(b) 

(b) 

(b) (4)

(b) 

(b) (4)

(  

(b) 
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adequacy of the proposed budget 

Leverage of outside resources (outside 

funding/financing requested) 

(i) 10 points if this ratio is greater 

than 100% 

(ii) 7 points if this ratio is 

between 100% and 75% 

(iii) 5 points if this ratio is 

between 75% and 50% 

(iv) 3 points if this ratio is 

between 50% and 25% 

(v) 1 points if this ratio is lower 

than 25% 

10  

Extent of grant funding (Grant funds/loan 

funds) 

(i) 0 points if this ratio equals 

100% 

(ii) 1 points if this ratio is 

between 100% and 75% 

(iii) 3 points if this ratio is 

between 75% and 50% 

(iv) 5 points if this ratio is lower 

than 50% 

(v) 10 points if no grant funds are 

requested 

10  

Total Points  100  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) (4)

(b) 

(b) 
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J.  BTOP Certification Requirements 

 

Please refer to upload section at the end of the document regarding following uploads. 
1.    U.S. Department of Commerce, Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 

2.    SF-424D Assurances—Construction Programs (Schedule N) 

3.    CD-511, Certification Regarding Lobbying (Attachment O) 

4.    SF-LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (Attachment P) 

5.    CD-512, Certification Regarding Lobbying—Lower-Tier Covered Transactions (Attachment Q)  This 

certification will not be required until the time of the grant award, because it applies to subcontractors, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

K.  BIP Certification Requirements 
 

 

 

 

Please refer to upload section at the end of the document regarding following uploads. 

 

1. Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination Certification 

2. Certification Regarding Architectural Barriers 

3. Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition - Policies Act of 1970 Certification 

4. Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters – Primary Covered 

Transactions 

5. Certification Regarding Lobbying for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements 

Certification (Requested for BTOP)  

Certification (Requested for BIP)  
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6. Network Design and Implementation Plan Certification (to be complete for projects requesting more than 

$1 million in federal assistance) 

 

 

 

L.  Schedules 

 
Schedule: A-1 Congressional Districts 
 

1. State the Congressional District of the Applicant’s headquarters 

 Texas - 19 

 
2. State the Congressional District for each area covered by the Project. 

Texas - 11 

 

Texas - 19 

 

  
 

 

M.  Proposed Funded Service Area Details (BIP & BTOP) 

 
13.  Proposed Funded Service Area (BIP - Last Mile Projects):  

          
          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     Lamesa City 

          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          
BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

The rate of broadband subscribership for the census-designated community [or other area] is 40% of 

households or less. 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   
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BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities:  

 

 

 

          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     New Deal 

          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          
BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

The rate of broadband subscribership for the census-designated community [or other area] is 40% of 

households or less. 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities:  

 

 

 

          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
(b) 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
(b) 
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          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     Abernathy 

          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          
BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities: 139 

 

 

 

          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     Hale Center 

          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          
BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
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          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities:  

 

 

 

          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     Littlefield 

          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          
BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities: 139 

 

 

 

          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     Meadow 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
(b) 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
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          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          
BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities:  

 

 

 

          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     Plainview 

          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          
BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
(b) 

(b
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          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities  

 

 

 

          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     Ropesville 

          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          
BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities:  

 

 

 

          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     Slaton 

          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
(b) 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
(b) 
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BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

The rate of broadband subscribership for the census-designated community [or other area] is 40% of 

households or less. 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities:  

 

 

 

          Proposed Funded Service Area Name:                     PRIDE Network (Texas South Plains) 

          Census Blocks in Proposed Funded Service Area:  Census Block information has been uploaded as 

Supplemental Information 1. It could not be input here because ―The text length in the text area is too long.‖ 

          Community Name:                                                     Whitharral (Other Area) 

          Rural Classification of the Community:                  Rural 

          BIP - Service Status:                                                  Underserved 

          
BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
(b) 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 





 

 
Broadband Infrastructure Application  

Submission to RUS (BIP) and NTIA (BTOP) 

Submitted Date: 8/20/2009 2:30:40 PM                  Easygrants ID: 2443                                                                                                        

Funding Opportunity: Broadband Initiatives 

Program and Broadband Technology 

Opportunities Program 

Applicant Organization: PRIDE Network, Inc. 

Task: Submit Application - Infrastructure 

Programs 
Applicant Name: Mr. Tony  Lee Esq.                 

 

 

 Page 44 
 

 

         
          BTOP – Service Status:   

                 
BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

                    
          Total Square Miles of Community:   

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities:  

 

 

 
 

 

14.  Proposed Service Area (BTOP - Middle Mile Project):  
          
          Middle Mile Span Name:                          

          Census Blocks in Middle Mile Span:                 

          Last Mile Service Area Name:                 

          Community Name:                                    

          Rural Calssification of the Community:  

          BIP – Service Status:                                 
                

BIP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

 

          

        BTOP - Service Status:         
         

BTOP - If Service Status is "Underserved" please select at least one applicable option from this list. 

           

          Total Square Miles of Service Area:  

          Total Population :  

          Total Number of Households:  

          Total Number of Businesses:  

          Total Number of Critical Community Facilities, Anchor Institutions and Public Safety Entities:  

 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) 
(b) 
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Uploads 

 

The following pages contain the following uploads provided by the applicant: 

 

Upload Name 

07) Q-27. Affordability 

 

09) Q-31. Attachment D - Engineer Certification* 

 

11) Q-37. Management Team Resumes 

 

08) Q-30. Network Diagram 

 

13) Q-40. Attachment F - Legal Opinion* 

 

18) Q-48. Attachment H - Subscriber Estimates 

 

19) Q-49.Attachment I - Projects, Rates - Voice 

 

20) Q-49.Attachment J - Projects, Rates - Video** 

 

33) Pg-29. BIP ONLY Relocation and Real Property* 

 

32) Pg-28. BIP ONLY Architectural Barriers* 

 

35) Pg-31. BIP ONLY Lobbying Certification* 
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34) Pg-30. BIP ONLY Debarment and Suspension* 

 

31) Pg-27. BIP ONLY Equal Opportunity* 

 

21) Q-50. Attachment K - Income Statement 

 

22) Q-50. Attachment L - Balance Sheet 

 

23) Q-50. Attachment M - Statement of Cash Flows 

 

24) Q-50. Financial Assumptions 

 

16) Q-45. Attachment G - Detailed Project Cost 

 

05) Q-21. Attachment C - Competitor Tables 

 

10) Q-34. Attachment E -  Build-Out Timeline 

 

14) Q-41. Government and Other Key Partnerships 

 

03) Q-19. Attachment A - Last Mile Offerings 

 

12) Q-39. Organization Chart 
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17) Q-47. Historical Financial Statements 

 

43) Supplemental Information 1 

 

44) Supplemental Information 2 

 

45) Supplemental Information 3 

 

 
To preserve the integrity of the uploaded document, headers, footers and page numbers have not been added by the 

system 
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Household 
Subscribers
Serrvice Type #1 Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
Res Data Plan 1 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
Net Add-ons
Cumulative 
subscribers
Service Type #2
Res Data Plan 2
Net Add-ons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cumulative 
subscribers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Service Type #3
Res Data Plan 3
Net Add-ons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cumulative 
subscribers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Service Type #4
Res Data Plan 4
Net Add-ons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cumulative 
subscribers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Service Type #5
Res Data Plan 5
Net Add-ons
Cumulative 
subscribers

Res. Data Plan #5 (1.5 Mbps/512 Kbps) WIRELESS

Residential Package Price
Res. Data Plan #1 (8/1 Mbps)
Res. Data Plan #2 (10/2 Mbps)
Res. Data Plan #3 (15/3 Mbps)

Year 0
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Res. Data Plan #4 (17/4 Mbps)

ATTACHMENT H - Broadband Subscriber Estimates

PRIDE Network

Year 4 Year 5

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)



ATTACHMENT H - Broadband Subscriber Estimates

PRIDE Network

Business Customers

Serrvice Type #1 Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
Bus Data Plan 1 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
Net Add-ons
Cumulative 
subscribers
Service Type #2
Bus Data Plan 2
Net Add-ons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cumulative 
subscribers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Service Type #3
Bus Data Plan 3
Net Add-ons
Cumulative 
subscribers

Strategic Institutions

Service Type #1 Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
Bus Data Plan 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
Net Add-ons
Cumulative 
subscribers

PriceBusiness Package
Bus. Data Plan #1 (1/1 Mbps)
Bus. Data Plan #2 (100/100 Mbps)
Res. Data Plan #3 (1.5 Mbps/512 Kbps) WIRELESS

Year 0
Year 1 Year 2

Year 0
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)



ATTACHMENT H - Broadband Subscriber Estimates

PRIDE Network

Household 
Subscribers
Serrvice Type #1 Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
Duble Play 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
Net Add-ons
Cumulative 
subscribers
Service Type #2
Triple Play
Net Add-ons
Cumulative 
subscribers

Year 4 Year 5

Residential Package Price

Year 0
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Triple Play (All Three (3) Res. Offerings
Double Play (Any two (2) Res. Offerings

(b) (4)

(b) (4)







   
       

   
  

            
              

                 
  

                 
             

              
            

              
      

             
              

  

  

  

   



   

   
  

                
              

              
                

          

            
            
                 

   

           
               

             

   
  

  

  

   



         

   
  

   
   

         

                   
               

               
               

           
           

                  

               
               
            

            
    

                
             

            

               
                

                 
                   

  

   

  

   



        
  

   
  

            
      

        
              

    

          
          

               
            

            
            

          
        

             
             
     

             
         

                 
 

 
  

  

  

   



    

   
  

              
                    

                
                 

            

           
              

                   
                

          

           
              

  

    

  

  

    

   









PRIDE 
 Proforma Assumptions  
   

 1 

 
Income Statement Assumptions 

 
*Pride  is a startup company and the company financials are provided in the response to item 
47.   

 
Revenues 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)



PRIDE 
 Proforma Assumptions  

 2 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)



PRIDE 
 Proforma Assumptions  

 3 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)



PRIDE 
 Proforma Assumptions  
   

 4 

 
Balance Sheet Assumptions 

 
 
Assets: 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)



PRIDE 
 Proforma Assumptions  
 

 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Capital and Liabilities  
 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)



PRIDE 
 Proforma Assumptions  

 6 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)



PRIDE 
 Proforma Assumptions  
   

 7 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)



PRIDE 
 Proforma Assumptions  

 8 

 
 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)













Pride Network 

Last Mile
Services Provider

Technology
Platform Service Tier Advertised

Residential Offering
Advertised

Business Offering Other Comments

Downstream/ Upstream
Speed
(Kbps)

Monthly 
Price

Downstream/
Upstream Speed

(Kbps)

Monthly     
Price

DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 3 year contract
Windstream Highest Speed Plan 6000/384 $39.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 1 year contract

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 1 year contract

ERF Wireless Internet Entry Level Plan 56/56 $19.99 1500/1500 $69.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Highest Speed Plan 1500/1500 $69.95 2000/2000 $199.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 1000/1000 $39.95 1500/1500 $129.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Windstream DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract
Highest Speed Plan 12000/768 $44.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

ERF Wireless Internet Entry Level Plan 56/56 $19.99 1500/1500 $69.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Highest Speed Plan 1500/1500 $69.95 2000/2000 $199.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 1000/1000 $39.95 1500/1500 $129.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

ERF Wireless Internet Entry Level Plan 56/56 $19.99 1500/1500 $69.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Highest Speed Plan 1500/1500 $69.95 2000/2000 $199.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 1000/1000 $39.95 1500/1500 $129.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

AT&T Entry Level Plan 768/384 $19.95 1500/384 $35.00
Highest Speed Plan 6000/768 $35.00 3000/512 $40.00
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 3000/512 $30.00 NA NA

Windstream DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract
Highest Speed Plan 12000/768 $44.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract
Other Plans (e.g., 
Mid-Tier Plan)

6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

Pics Net Wireless Internet Entry Level Plan 256/256 $29.95 256/256 $29.95 Wireless to Satellite radio on house, Modem to ethernet inside home.
Highest Speed Plan 1000/512 $49.95 1000/512 $49.95 Wireless to Satellite radio on house, Modem to ethernet inside home.
Other Plans (e.g., 
Mid-Tier Plan)

512/512 $39.95 512/512 $39.95 Wireless to Satellite radio on house, Modem to ethernet inside home.

Lamesa Cable Cable Broadband Entry Level Plan 512/256 $38.99 7000/1000 $79.99

Highest Speed Plan 6000/1000 $55.99 7000/2000 $139.99

Other Plans (e.g., 
Mid-Tier Plan)

2000/256 $43.99 NA NA

Windstream DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

Highest Speed Plan 12000/768 $44.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

Other Plans (e.g., 
Mid-Tier Plan)

6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

Suddenlink Cable Broadband Entry Level Plan 8000/512 $88.00 4000/5000 $70.00 Res-Internet not sold separate. Price based on 12 mo contract. Digital TV included

Highest Speed Plan 8000/512 $118.00 10000/1000 $200.00 Res-Internet not sold separate. TV, Internet, phone. Price based on 12 mo contract.

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 8000/512 $108.00 8000/1000 $130.00 Res-Internet not sold separate. TV, Internet, phone. Price based on 12 mo contract.

Hale Center, Texas

Service Area

Lamesa, Texas 

Levelland, Texas

Abernathy, Texas

Brownfield, Texas



Windstream DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

Highest Speed Plan 12000/768 $44.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract
Other Plans (e.g., 
Mid-Tier Plan)

6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

ERF Wireless Internet Entry Level Plan 56/56 $19.99 1500/1500 $69.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 
Highest Speed Plan 1500/1500 $69.95 2000/2000 $199.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Other Plans (e.g., 
Mid-Tier Plan)

1000/1000 $39.95 1500/1500 $129.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Windstream DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

Highest Speed Plan 12000/768 $44.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

ERF Wireless Wireless Internet Entry Level Plan 56/56 $19.99 1500/1500 $69.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 
Highest Speed Plan 1500/1500 $69.95 2000/2000 $199.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 1000/1000 $39.95 1500/1500 $129.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Reach Broadband Wireless Internet Entry Level Plan 256/256 $29.95 256/256 $29.95 Wireless to Satellite radio on house, Modem to ethernet inside home.
Highest Speed Plan 1000/256 $49.95 1000/256 $49.95 Wireless to Satellite radio on house, Modem to ethernet inside home.
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 512/256 $35.95 512/256 $35.95 Wireless to Satellite radio on house, Modem to ethernet inside home.

ATT DSL Entry Level Plan 768/384 $19.95 1500/384 $35.00
Highest Speed Plan 6000/768 $35.00 3000/512 $40.00

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 3000/512 $30.00 NA NA

Suddenlink Cable Broadband Entry Level Plan 8000/512 $88.00 4000/5000 $70.00 Res-Internet not sold separate. Price based on 12 mo contract. Digital TV included
Highest Speed Plan 8000/512 $118.00 10000/1000 $200.00 Res-Internet not sold separate. TV, Internet, phone. Price based on 12 mo contract.
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 8000/512 $108.00 8000/1000 $130.00 Res-Internet not sold separate. TV, Internet, phone. Price based on 12 mo contract.

AT&T DSL Entry Level Plan 768/384 $19.95 1500/384 $35.00
Highest Speed Plan 6000/768 $35.00 3000/512 $40.00
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 3000/512 $30.00 NA NA

NTS DSL Entry Level Plan 5000/512 $24.95 1500/512 $24.95

Highest Speed Plan NA NA 6000/512 $49.95

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) NA NA 3000/512 $39.95

Windstream DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract
Highest Speed Plan 12000/768 $44.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 2 year contract

ERF Wireless Internet Entry Level Plan 56/56 $19.99 1500/1500 $69.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 
Highest Speed Plan 1500/1500 $69.95 2000/2000 $199.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 1000/1000 $39.95 1500/1500 $129.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

AT&T DSL Entry Level Plan 768/384 $19.95 1500/384 $35.00
Highest Speed Plan 6000/768 $35.00 3000/512 $40.00
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 3000/512 $30.00 NA NA

ERF Entry Level Plan 56/56 $19.99 1500/1500 $69.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 
Highest Speed Plan 1500/1500 $69.95 2000/2000 $199.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 1000/1000 $39.95 1500/1500 $129.95 Speeds are advertised as burstable 

Windstream DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 3 year contract

Highest Speed Plan 12000/768 $44.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 1 year contract

Slanton, Texas 

Ropesville, Texas 

New Deal, Texas

Meadow, Texas 

Littlefield, Texas

Plainview, Texas 



Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 1 year contract

Suddenlink Cable Broadband Entry Level Plan 8000/512 $88.00 4000/5000 $70.00 Res-Internet not sold separate. Price based on 12 mo contract. Digital TV included

Highest Speed Plan 8000/512 $118.00 10000/1000 $200.00 Res-Internet not sold separate. TV, Internet, phone. Price based on 12 mo contract.
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 8000/512 $108.00 8000/1000 $130.00 Res-Internet not sold separate. TV, Internet, phone. Price based on 12 mo contract.

Windstream DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 3 year contract
Highest Speed Plan 12000/768 $44.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 1 year contract
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 1 year contract

NA Entry Level Plan
Highest Speed Plan

Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan)

Windstream DSL Entry Level Plan 3000/384 $29.99 1500/384 $34.99 Res. Intro offer first 24 months/business 3 year contract
Highest Speed Plan 12000/768 $44.99 12000/768 $149.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 1 year contract
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan) 6000/384 $34.99 3000/768 $119.99 Res Intro offer first 24 months/business 1 year contract

NA Entry Level Plan
Highest Speed Plan
Other Plans (e.g., Mid-
Tier Plan)

Tahoka, Texas 

Wilson, Texas 

Smyer, Texas
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BIP Due Diligence  Item #1 – Technology Description       PRIDE Easy Grant ID 2443 

Confidential  4 
 

 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
   

 
   

 
   

 
   

   
 

   
   

 
 

 

 
 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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Voice  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Data  

 
 
 
 

 
 
Video  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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Broadband over Wireless Technology 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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(b) (4)
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.   

(b) (4)



BIP Due Diligence Item #2 – Buildout Schedule        PRIDE Easy Grant ID 2443 

Upon approval of funding accounting standards and methodologies will be established to 
meet  

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

(b) (4)
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 2 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The Engineering firm will be responsible for all aspects of construction of the project 

including: design, contracts, licensing, permits and right of way. 

(b) (4)



Pride Network Easy Grants ID 2443 Buildout Schedule

Page 1

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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Page 2

(b) (4)



























































































































































































































































































































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIP Due Diligence 

Item #5 – Commitment of Capital Funding 

PRIDE Easy Grant ID 2443 

 

 

Note: Revised pro forma financial statements are not being submitted as they are unchanged 
from those filed with PRIDE Net’s initial application. 





PRIDE Network, Inc.  Easy Grant ID 2443 

 
 

Item No. 6 
NTS Communications, Inc./ Outstanding Obligations 

 
 
As a newly formed entity, PRIDE Network, Inc. (PRIDE) does not have any outstanding 
debts or obligations.  Accordingly, PRIDE does not have any notes, loan and security 
agreements, guarantees, or other outstanding obligations to report.  PRIDE will rely on 
the capital commitment of its parent, NTS Communications, Inc, in order to fund its 
operations and to complete the proposed project.  See NTS Communications, Inc.’s 
commitment letter submitted in response to Item No. 5 – Commitment of Capital 
Funding. 



PRIDE Network, Inc.  Easy Grant ID__2443__ 

 

 
PRIDE Network, Inc.- PRIDE Network 

Service Level Objectives 

 
 
 PRIDE Network, Inc. (Pride Net) was established as a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of NTS Communications, Inc. (NTS) to pursue the project described in the initial 
application. Pride Net will rely almost exclusively on the resources of NTS to facilitate 
customer services, network monitoring, billing, and repair and maintenance issues. 
 

 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)



PRIDE Network, Inc.  Easy Grant ID__2443__ 

 

 

(b) (4)
(b) (4)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIP Due Diligence 

Item #8  – PRIDE Net’s Legal Entity Documents 

PRIDE Easy Grant ID 2443 

 

















































































BIP Due Diligence     Item #4 – Environmental Questionnaire                    PRIDE Easy Grant ID 2443 
 

Confidential 

Instructions to the Applicant: 
 
Please download this form, complete it, print it, sign it, scan it electronically, and 
then upload it. 



BIP Due Diligence     Item #4 – Environmental Questionnaire                    PRIDE Easy Grant ID 2443 
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Environmental Questionnaire 
 
Any project‐related activity that may adversely affect the environment must not be undertaken prior to 
the completion of Rural Utilities Service/National Telecommunication and Information Administration 
environmental review process.  Doing so may jeopardize consideration of your application.  All of the 
following questions must be completed or the application will be considered incomplete.  Note: The 
applicant may submit a copy of any environmental review document that has been prepared in 
connection with obtaining permits, approvals, or other financing for the proposed project from State, 
local or other federal bodies.  Such material, to the extent relevant, may be used to meet the 
requirements herein.   
 

i. Project Description:‐ Describe all project‐related construction activities, 
including, but not limited to building construction related to installing pre‐
fabricated buildings; internal modifications, or equipment additions to buildings 
or other structures (e.g., relocating interior walls or adding computer facilities); 
the construction and installation of buried cable; or installation of 
telecommunications transmission facilities including construction of new 
monopole towers, satellite dishes.  Complete descriptions must be provided for 
each site affected by project‐related construction activities. 

Response: 

 

Summary 

NTS Communications,  Inc. (NTS), through  its subsidiary, PRIDE Network,  Inc. (PRIDE)  is fully capable of 

constructing and operating the PRIDE network in a competent manner in compliance with all applicable 

Federal, state, and local laws. NTS was formed in 1981 and achieved competitive local exchange carrier 

("CLEC")  status  in  1999. NTS  operates  as  a wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Xfone,  Inc.  (NYSE  Alternext: 
(b) (4)
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(b) (4)
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(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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COMMUNITY  COUNTY  COLOCATION 

REMOTE ACCESS 

NODES  TOWER 

BUILDING  CABINET 

 

 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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(b) (4)
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(b) (4)
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(b) (4)
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(b) (4)





BIP Due Diligence     Item #4 – Environmental Questionnaire                    PRIDE Easy Grant ID 2443 
 

Confidential 

 
 
 

ii. Map:  Include a map for each site affected by construction (recommend U.S. 
Geological Survey 7.5‐minute quadrangle maps at a map scale of 1:24,000; 
larger scale maps may be provided for site‐specific proposals). USGS maps may 
be obtained and purchased at the following website: 
http://www.usgs.gov/pubprod/maps.html.  If appropriate, photographs or 
aerial photographs of site‐specific proposals may be provided. 

(b) (4)
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iii. Property Changes:  Describe and indicate the amount of property to be cleared, 
excavated, fenced, or otherwise disturbed by the project and describe the 
current land use and zoning for each project site affected by construction 
including whether the project is proposed to be located on public land owned or 
managed by the federal government. 

 
(b) (4)
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(b) (4)
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(b) (4)
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Outside Plant Construction 

(b) (4)
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iv. Buildings: Describe buildings or other structures (i.e., transmission facilities), 

including dimensions, to be constructed or modified.  For linear projects, state 

(b) (4)
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Outside Plant Construction 
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v. Wetlands:  Describe and indicate whether wetlands are present on or near the 

project site(s) affected by construction (maps of wetlands may be obtained from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s National Wetland Inventory website: 

(b) (4)
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viii. http://www.msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CategoryDisplay?catalo
gId=10001&storeId=10001&categoryId=12001&langId=‐1&userType=G&type=1.  
If any project‐related construction activities are within floodplains, a copy of the 
FEMA, “FIRMette” with construction activities depicted on the map must be 
included.  For obtaining FIRMettes review the tutorial provided by FEMA.  

Findings 
The proposed fiber construction route and the locations of the proposed new wireless tower sites have 
been compared to the FEMA flood maps  and it has been determined that no project site is within a 100 
or 500 year floodplain. 
 
 
 

ix. Protected Lands:  Describe any cultural resources, including historic properties, 
i.e., properties listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places, which are located in or within a one‐mile radius of the project area and 
how they may be impacted by the project.  Information related to historic 
properties can be obtained from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) in 
your respective State – see the website of the National Conference of SHPO: 
http://www.ncshpo.org/find/index.htm or from the Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer (THPO) when tribal lands are involved.  Applicants must gather 
information about the nature and location of these properties from the SHPO.   
SHPOs should be asked the following questions: 

1. Is the proposed project located on, within or adjacent to any properties 
listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places?  
Is the proposed project located on, within or adjacent to a National 
Historic Landmark? If the answer is yes, describe and indicate the 
geographic relationship between the project and property with maps. 

2. Will the proposed project impact, use or alter a building or structure 
that was constructed more than 50 years ago?  If so, describe the 
building/structure with a statement of its condition, including 
photographs, and document its age. 

3. Is any portion of the project located on tribal lands, meaning lands 
within the exterior boundaries of any Indian reservation and all 
dependent Indian communities?   

4. Applicants must provide SHOP/THPO responses/information to these 
questions including any correspondence with the SHPO/THPO, as 
applicable. 

Findings 
After comparing the proposed cable construction route and the locations of the proposed new access 
nodes to the data available from the SHPO/THPO, it has been determined that there is only one 
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property adjacent to the proposed construction. No proposed project site will impact any cultural 
resource, historic place, tribal land or other protected lands.  
 

(b) (4)
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The proposed project will not impact, use or alter a building or structure that was constructed more 
than 50 years ago. 
 
No portion of the proposed project will be located on tribal lands, meaning lands within the exterior 
boundaries of any Indian reservation or any dependent Indian communities as per the Texas Federal 
Lands & Indian Reservations map below. 
 

 
 
 
 

x. Coastal Areas:  Determine whether or not the project is within the boundaries 
of a coastal zone management area (CZMA).  For boundary related and contact 
information related to CZMA, see National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management’s website: 
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/consistency/welcome.html 
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Findings 
 The proposed fiber construction route and the locations of the proposed wireless towers construction 
sites have been compared to the Coastal Zone Management Area maps and it has been determined that 
no project site is within a Coastal Zone Management Area. 
 

xi. Brownfields:  Determine whether the project is located within a brownfield site. 
Per 42 U.S.C. 9601, the term "brownfield site" means real property, the 
expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the 
presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant.  Maps and locations of sites, facilities and properties that have 
been contaminated by hazardous materials and are being, or have been, 
cleaned up under EPA's Superfund, RCRA and/or brownfields cleanup programs 
can be found at the following website:  http://iaspub.epa.gov/Cleanups/ 

 
Findings 
 The proposed cable construction route and the locations of the proposed wireless towers have been 
compared to the Environmental Protection Agency’s Brownfield maps  and it has been determined that 
no project site is within or adjacent to a Brownfield site. Although there are RCRA Corrective actions in 
the area, the proposed construction will not affect the Environmental Protection Agency’s RCRA sites.  
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PRIDE Network, Inc- PRIDE Network 
Contacts 

 
 
 In addition to Mr. Tony Lee, partner at Venable Law Firm, more contacts are 
available for questions regarding this application.  
 
 
Mr. Tony Lee- Partner, Venable LLP 
 tslee@venable.com (202) 334-8065 
 
Mr. Brad Worthington- President, NTS Communications 
 bradw@ntscom.com (806) 797-0687 
 
Mr. Aaron Peters- Vice President of Sales & Marketing, NTS Communications 
 aaron.peters@ntscom.com (806) 797-0687 
 
Mr. Scott Mackinaw- Vice President of Inside Plant, Fail Engineering Company 
 smackinaw@jdfec.com (601) 764-2195 
 
Ms. Courtney Binford- Fiber Project Manager, NTS Communications 
 courtney.binford@ntscom.com  (806) 797-0687 















      

    
       

             
       

              
  

        

                   
     

  

 

        
       

         
       

                

 

      

                      
            

 

     
       

       
             

                

      

                 
    

       

                    

                 
    

                   

             
                     

   

 





                    
         

 











 

December 27, 2013 

 
Confidential - Exempt from Disclosure  
Under the Freedom of Information Act 
 
BY ELECTRONIC AND OVERNIGHT MAIL 

Dimitrios Kombolias 
Chief, Southern Operations Branch 
Broadband Division, Telecom Program 
Rural Utilities Service, USDA 
STOP 1599  
1400 Independence Ave. SW, Room 2868-S  
Washington, D.C. 20250-1599 

Dear Mr. Kombolias: 

Thank you again for taking the time to speak with us on December 18 about the pending 
merger between NTS, Inc. and  

  We understood from the 
conversation that RUS may have some follow-up questions concerning the proposed transaction.  In 
the interim, we wanted to provide you with the following additional information. 

We value the relationship that our company has with the Rural Utilities Service (“RUS”) 
through its two wholly-owned subsidiaries NTS Telephone LLC (“NTS Telephone”) and PRIDE 
Networks Inc. (“PRIDE”).  We are proud of the role that NTS Telephone and PRIDE are playing in 
helping RUS realize its mission of bringing public utilities to rural areas.  We look forward to 
continuing this partnership for many years to come, and we are eager to provide RUS with whatever 
information it desires concerning the pending transaction. 
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Dimitrios Kombolias 
December 27, 2013 
Page 2 
 

CONFIDENTIAL -- EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER FOIA 

As an initial matter, we wish to emphasize that the merger will have no impact on the 
existing operations of NTS Telephone and PRIDE, and will in no way jeopardize their commitment 
to the agency’s broader mission of developing public utilities infrastructure in rural areas.  To the 
contrary,  will bring greater financial resources to NTS and its wholly owned 
subsidiaries that we believe will allow us to further expand the broadband infrastructure 
development work of NTS Telephone and PRIDE.  In addition, we believe that  
support will serve as a catalyst to accelerate customer adoption of the NTS network in regions 
developed with RUS assistance.  As you may know, NTS Telephone Company is in the process of 
working with its RUS field representative, Mike Becker, to prepare an application for a new 
broadband Farm Bill loan from RUS to develop telecommunications infrastructure in other West 
Texas communities.   and NTS, Inc. are fully supportive of these rural development 
projects.  

Moreover, to ensure continuity of service and operations,  
 

 
 

Finally, it goes without saying that NTS Telephone and PRIDE will continue to timely 
provide all financial reports, disclosures, and other filings required under the RUS program.  Tower 
Three and NTS, Inc. are committed to ensuring that NTS Telephone and PRIDE comply with all 
applicable contractual and regulatory requirements, and they will continue to work closely with the 
agency to ensure efficient administration of, and appropriate transparency into, the RUS projects.  

We anticipate that the transaction will close in the first quarter of 2014.  In light of our desire 
to maintain -- and indeed, expand -- our partnership with RUS post-closing, we invite you to please 
let us know if we can provide any additional information concerning the pending transaction.  

Thank you, and happy New Year. 
 

Sincerely, 

Guy Nissenson 

 
cc:  Aaron Peters, Vice President 
 NTS Communications 
 
  
  
 
Enclosures 
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Jerry E. Hoover 

 
 
 

SUMMARY OF CAREER  
PREPARATION AND EXPERIENCE 

 
I. EDUCATION 
 

A. Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting, December, 1971 

B. Ohio University Financial Management Course, 1978 
C. Alexander Grant Advanced Course in Corporate Taxation, 1983 
D. Forty hours per year of Continuing Education in Accounting, Finance, Taxation, 

Corporate Management and Law since 1976 
 
II. PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION AND LICENSE 
 

A. Texas State Board of Public Accountancy Certificate Number 15533, 
February 3, 1976 

B. State of Texas Permit to Practice Public Accountancy, February 20, 1976 
 
III. PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

A. April 1994 to Present – Executive Vice President & Chief Financial  
Officer – NTS Communications, Inc 
1. Joined NTS Communications management team as Executive Vice 

President in 1994.  Recruited as senior management, reporting directly to 
the President and CEO, due to long prior experience as a business 
management consultant.  Twelve years experience as senior management 
member of a facilities based competitive local exchange carrier with 
operations in a broad geographic region covering four southwestern states. 

2. Top-level responsibility for company-wide functions as follows: 
i. Financial Management and Financial Reporting 

ii. Controller Functions 
iii. Treasurer Functions 
iv. Human Resource Functions 
v. Strategy Formulation and Execution    

B. January 1993 to March 1994 – President and Managing Officer of Phillips 
Hoover Claus & Associates CPAs, LLP 
 

(b) (6)



C. January 1991 to January 1993 – President and Managing Officer of  
Phillips Hoover & Associates PC 

D. July 1988 to March 1994 – Managing partner of Phillips Hoover &  
Associates CPAs 

E. January 1983 to June 1988 – Audit and Tax Manager for Saffle Phillips 
& Sawall CPAs, Lubbock, Texas 

F. June 1977 to December 1982 – Vice President and Chief Financial Officer 
of West Texas Savings Association 

G. November 1975 to May 1977 – Senior Accountant for Mason Nickels and Warner 
CPAs, Lubbock, Texas 

H. September 1973 to November 1975 – Staff Accountant for Pratas Smith & 
Moore CPAs, Lubbock, Texas 

I. May 1972 to September 1973 – Staff Accountant for Elms Faris & Co  
CPAs, Odessa, Texas 

 
IV. 1979 to 1982 – University Instructor of Accounting, Auditing, Income Tax and Business 

Law   
 
V. 1979 to 1982 – Three years of tax, accounting and auditing consultation on a per diem 

basis  
 
VI. OTHER EXPERIENCE 
 

A. August 1971 to May 1972 T.I.M.E. – Internal auditor for DC, Inc. (National 
Motor Freight Carrier) 

 
VII. PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

A. American Institute of Certified Public Accountant 
B. Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants 
C. Lubbock Chapter of TSCPA 

 
VIII. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 

A. Chairman of church governing board 
B. Chairman of Board of Trustees – Childrens’ Home of Lubbock 
C. Former Chairman of Board of Trustees – Texas Boys Ranch of Lubbock 

 
IX. PERSONAL DETAILS 
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Cary Collins 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NTS COMMUNICATIONS, Lubbock TX 
1984 – Present 
 
1999 – Present                             
VICE PRESIDENT- OPERATIONS 
Responsible for the departments providing: 

• Outside Plant: Installation and repair field technicians supporting service delivery to the customer 
premise. 

• Switching/Inside Plant: Installation and repair of all central office switching, fiber transport, various 
service delivery platforms. 

• PBX: Installation and repair of customer premise telephone systems. 
• Plant Design: Design group does actual design for FTTU builds. (acquired 2008) 
• Plant Construction: Installation, repair, and splicing of outside FTTU plant. (acquired 2008) 

Responsible for the following: 
• Investigate/determine economic feasibility for new FTTU construction projects and oversee 

implementation. 
• Design/engineer central office construction. 
• Evaluate emerging technologies for network incorporation. 
• Coordinate with customers and vendors on large project implementation. 
• Provide input/support on potential projects (new services/RUS) 

1984 – 1999 
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 
Responsible for the following: 
• Outside Plant: Installation and repair field technicians supporting service delivery to the customer premise. 
• Switching/Inside Plant: Installation and repair of all central office switching, fiber transport, various service 

delivery platforms. 
• Design/engineer central office construction. 
• Evaluate emerging technologies for network incorporation. 
• Coordinate with customers and vendors on large project implementation. 
 OPERATIONS MANAGER 
Responsible for the following: 
• Outside Plant: Installation and repair field technicians supporting service delivery to the customer premise. 
• Switching/Inside Plant: Installation and repair of all central office switching, fiber transport, various service 

delivery platforms. 
• Design/engineer central office construction. 
• Coordinate with customers and vendors on large project implementation. 
SPECIAL PROJECTS MANAGER 
Responsible for the following: 
• Design/engineer/manage central office and major construction. 
• Coordinate with vendors for service and equipment delivery. 
• Interface with DITCO for service delivery. 
 
EDUCATION / TRAINING 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
South Plains College TX  
Computer Science 1979 
 
GTE 
Station/Installation Repair 1979 
Key System Installation/Repair 1980 
 
DSC Communications Corporation 
DEX 400 Operations and Maintenance 1984 
DEX 400 Translations 1984 
DAC Operations and Maintenance 1986 
 
Nortel Communications 
SL1 PBX Operations and Maintenance 1982 

(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)(b) (6)



Digital Microwave Operations and Maintenance 1984 
 
Optical Solutions 
FTTU Plant Design 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Aaron Peters 

 
 

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS 
 

• Over 12 years business management  experience, including: 
- business planning   - product development   - sales and marketing  
- accounting    - public relations  - operations   

• 2.5 years RUS Broadband project management experience, including: 
- outside plant engineering - inside plant engineering  - contract management  
- compliance coordination - application creation  - government contact  

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
2007 to Present - NTS Communications, Lubbock, Texas (a facilities-based integrated 
communications provider operating in six southwestern states) 

 
• V.P. Sales & Marketing supervising seventy employees in division with an emphasis on 

financial analysis and reporting. 
• Oversight of RUS Broadband Loan TX -1112A encompassing all aspects of 11.8 million 

fiber to the user construction project. 
 

1998 to 2007 – Business Management 
 

• 2005 to 2007 – Licensed Insurance Adjuster (State of Texas) 
Theft and Vandalism insurance adjuster Special Investigations Unit manager.  Supervision of 
field and inside adjusters, responsible for policy interpretation, recorded statements, coordination 
with local and state police, and internal compliance. 
• 2003 to  2005 – Licensed Real Estate Agent (State of Texas) 
Commercial and Residential Real Estate Sales 
• 1998 to 2003 – Small Business Owner, Licensed Auctioneer (State of Texas) 
Antique import business required international travel to multiple countries to procure business.   
Oversight of all aspects of business including operations, management, finance, customer 
relations, and sales. 

 
EDUCATION & AFFILIATIONS 

 
State of Texas Real Estate License  
State of Texas Insurance Adjuster License  
Member, Multiple Sclerosis Association 
Children’s Miracle Network Volunteer  
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NTS Consolidated Financials Year Ended  
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NTS COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET

December 31, 2008

8/15/2009 4:48 PM PAGE 1

NTS NTS NTS NTS CONSOLIDATED
                              COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT TOTALS

CURRENT ASSETS                
  CASH IN BANK AND ON HAND    
  ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE         
  ALLOWANCE FOR BAD DEBTS     
  MISC CURRENT RECEIVABLES    
  A/R UNBILLED REVENUES       
  PREPAID INSURANCE           
  OTHER PREPAID EXPENSE       
  ACCRUED INTEREST RECEIVABLE 
  INVENTORY-INTERCONNECT EQUIP
  INTERCOMPANY A/R NTS CONSTR 
INTRCOMPANY A/R XFONE ENTITIES
  OTHER CURRENT ASSETS        
  DEFERRED TAX ASSET-CURRENT  
                              
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS          
                              
                              
EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE       
  LAND & BUILDING             
  A/D BUILDING                
  VEHICLES                    
  A/D VEHICLES                
  OFFICE FURNITURE & FIXTURES 
  A/D OFC FURNITURE & FIXTURES
  LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS      
  A/D LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS  
  CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT         
  A/D CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT       
  TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT         
  A/D TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT     
  FIBER NETWORK LONG DISTANCE 
  A/D FIBER NETWORK LD        
  FIBER NETWORK FTTU          
  A/D FIBER NETWORK FTTU      
  DATA TELE & VIDEO EQUIP-FTTU
  A/D DATA TELE & VIDEO-FTTU  
  COMPUTER HARDWARE & SOFTWAR
  A/D COMPUTER HRDWR & SFTWR  
  PROP & EQUIP IN DEVELOPMENT 
                              
TOTAL EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE 
                              

ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS
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NTS COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET

December 31, 2008

8/15/2009 4:48 PM PAGE 2

NTS NTS NTS NTS CONSOLIDATED
                              COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT TOTALS

ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS

                              
OTHER ASSETS                  
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE - NTS
DEFERRED TAX ASSET - LONG TERM
  NOTES RECEIVABLE NTS MGT CO.
  NOTE REC SHAREHOLDER VALUE  
  CAPITALIZED INSTALL COSTS   
  GOODWILL                    
  ACCUM AMORT GOODWILL        
  INVESTMENT GMW COMPANY      
  PURCHASED CUSTOMER BASE     
  ACCUM AMORT CUSTOMER BASE   
  INVESTMENT NTS MGT CO, LLC  
  INVESTMENT NTS PROPERTIES LC
  INVESTMENT NTS CONSTRUCTION 
  INVESTMENT NTS TELEPHONE CO
  OTHER NON CURRENT ASSETS    
                              
TOTAL OTHER ASSETS            
                              
  TOTAL ASSETS                
                              
LIABILITIES
                              
CURRENT LIABILITES            
  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE - NTS    
  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE - TRADE    
  ACCRUED INTEREST PAYABLE           
  ACCRUED EXPENSES            
  ACCRUED PAYROLL TAXES       
  ACCRUED PAYROLL             
  OTHER ACCRUED TAXES         
  ACCR GROUP INS PREM & CLAIMS
  ACCRUED OTHER EXPENSE       
  CURRENT PORTION NP VENDOR   
  CURRENT PORTION GE CAPITAL  
  CURRENT PORTION CITY BANK   
  CURRENT PT LNB METASWITCH
  CURRENT PORT N/P TREAS STOCK
  CURRENT PORT N/P CITI CAPITAL
  CURRENT PORTION-CITY BANK
  CURRENT PORTION DIV LENDERS
  CURRENT PORT RUS DEV LOAN
  OTHER CURRENT LIABILITIES   
                              
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES     
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NTS COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET

December 31, 2008

8/15/2009 4:48 PM PAGE 3

NTS NTS NTS NTS CONSOLIDATED
                              COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT TOTALS

ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS

                              
LONG TERM LIABILITIES         
  NOTE PAYABLE NTS   
  NOTE PAYABLE TREAS STOCK    
  LONG TERM PORTION CITY BANK 
  EQUIPMENT LOAN - GE CAPITAL 
  LONG TERM PT LNB METASWITCH
  LONG TERM PORTION CITI CAPITAL
  LONG TERM PORTION CITY BANK 
LONG TERM PORTION DIV LENDERS
  LONG TERM PORTION N/P VENDOR
  LONG TERM PORTION RUS DEV LOAN
  OTHER LONG TERM LIABILITIES 
                              
TOTAL LONG TERM LIABILITIES   
                              
TOTAL LIABILITIES             
                              
DEFERRED FEDERAL INCOME TAX   
                              
                              
CAPITAL                       
  OWNERS EQUITY
  COMMON STOCK ISSUED -       
   1,962,029 SHARES           
  ADDITIONAL PAID IN CAPITAL  
  TREASURY STK-618,094 SH THRU
   SEP 04,THEN 702,878 SHARES 
  RETAINED EARNINGS PRIOR YEAR
  CURRENT YEAR PROFIT/LOSS    
                              
TOTAL STOCKHOLDER'S EQUITY    
                              
TOTAL LIABILITIES & CAPITAL   
                              

old r/e prior year

1/1/08 THRU 2/26/08 PROFIT

2/27/08 THRU 12/31/08 PROFIT
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NTS COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
CONSOLIDATED INCOME STATEMENT

YTD December 31 , 2008

8/15/20094:48 PMPAGE 4  

NTS NTS NTS NTS CONSOLIDATED 2/26/08 CON 2/27/08 THRU 12/31/08
                         COMMUNICATIONSMANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION COTELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT MTH INCOME STMTMTH INCOME STM CONS INCOME STMT

REVENUE                                    
  LONG DISTANCE          
  LONG DISTANCE AZ       
  LONG DISTANCE NM       
  LONG DISTANCE OK       
  PRIVATE LINES          
  PRIVATE LINE NM        
  PRIVATE LINE OK        
  DATA SERVICES TX       
  DATA SERV OTR STATES   
  VIDEO SERVICES         
  PAGING SERVICE         
  CONFERENCE CALL SERVICE
  CONFER CALLS OTR STATES
  CARRIER ACCESS BILLING 
  LOCAL SERVICE          
  DEFERRED REVENUE ADJUSTMENT
  CREDITS                
  EQUIP RENTAL & SALES   
  UNIVERSAL SERVICE FEE  
  REGULATORY COST RECOVERY FE
  PICC CHARGES           
  RENT INCOME
  OTHER SERVICE REVENUE
  CONSTRUCTION REVENUE
                         
TOTAL SALES              
                         
COST OF SALES            
  USAGE                  
  ACCESS & TERMINATION   
  INSTALLATION CHARGES   
  TRANSPORT              
  OPERATOR ASSISTANCE    
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Attachment 9 - 
Environmental Questionnaire  

 
Easygrants ID: 5109 
Project Title: North Shore Project 
 
 
Instructions:  Complete the Environmental Questionnaire using the instructions in the BIP Second 
Round Application Guide and below. Upload supplemental information (e.g., maps, environmental review 
documents) as separate attachments. Clearly label all documents as well as file names. 
 
Any project-related activity that may adversely affect the environment must not be undertaken prior to the 
completion of the Rural Utilities Service environmental review process.  Doing so may jeopardize 
consideration of your application.  All of the following questions must be completed or the application 
will be considered incomplete. If a question is not applicable, please enter “N/A” instead of leaving the 
section blank.  

Note: The applicant may submit a copy of any environmental review document that has been prepared in 
connection with obtaining permits, approvals, or other financing for the proposed project from state, local, 
or other Federal agencies.  Such material, to the extent relevant, may be used to meet the requirements 
herein.  Applicants shall not reference items provided in other parts of the application package; all 
materials relevant to this questionnaire must be integrated herein to facilitate timely review.  
 

i. Project Description and Location:   
Describe all project-related construction activities, including, but not limited to: 

1. Building construction related to installing prefabricated buildings;  
2. Internal modifications, or equipment additions to buildings or other structures (e.g., 

relocating interior walls or adding computer facilities); 
3. The construction and installation of buried cable; or  
4. Installation of telecommunications transmission facilities including construction of 

new monopole towers or satellite dishes.   
 
Complete descriptions and locations must be provided for each site affected by project-
related construction activities.  
 

PRIDE Network, Inc. (PRIDE Net) was granted funding by the Broadband Initiatives Program 
(BIP) for two applications during round one of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 (ARRA) stimulus session for two Fiber to the Premise (FTTP) projects in Texas.  During 
this second round of ARRA stimulus funding PRIDE Net proposes, with the North Shore 
Project, to extend its network to make Advance Broadband Services available to the 
economically depressed and underserved residents, businesses and Critical Community Facilities 
(CCFs) in the rural North Shore areas of Franklinton, Hammond, Independence, Mountpelier, 
Natalbany, Ponchatoula, Tickfaw, and surrounding non-census communities within the State of 
Louisiana.    
 
PRIDE Net is determined to provide reasonably priced quality Advanced Broadband Service to 
needed areas of persistent poverty and communities that have experienced the current economic 
downfall.  In consideration of the awards granted during the first ARRA round of funding, it is 
evident that PRIDE Net is well suited to follow any and all procedures required by the ARRA. 
NTS Communications, Inc. (NTS), through its subsidiary, PRIDE Net is fully capable of 
constructing and operating the North Shore Project in a competent manner in compliance with all 
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applicable Federal, state, and local laws. NTS was formed in 1981 and achieved competitive 
local exchange carrier ("CLEC") status in 1999. NTS operates as a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Xfone, Inc. (NYSE Alternext: "XFN"). NTS is headquartered in Lubbock, Texas and with its 
staff of 300-plus employees, provides a full range of wireline voice and data services to 
customers in Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. Acting in a 
management capacity, NTS also directs the business and service delivery of its sister company, 
Xfone USA, Inc. (Xfone USA), which provides a full range of similar voice and data services to 
customers in Louisiana and Mississippi.  
 

Since 2004, NTS has engaged in an aggressive build-out of Fiber to the Premise (FTTP) 
networks in Lubbock, Wolfforth, and Woodrow, Texas. To date, NTS has constructed 
approximately 650 route miles of fiber optic distribution plant encompassing in excess of 18,000 
gross passings in these communities. Using its FTTP facilities, NTS provides full-featured 
Broadband voice, IPTV video, and data services to its customers. Of note, NTS Telephone 
Company, LLC, a subsidiary of NTS, has been the recipient of an $11.9 million USDA Rural 
Utilities Service (RUS) Broadband Loan, including approximately 98 route miles of fiber cable, 
to bring broadband voice, video, and data services, via FTTP, to the communities of Levelland 
and Smyer, Texas. This project is currently completing the last phases of construction. Through 
the construction activities listed above, considerable knowledge and experience has been gained 
by the NTS staff related to all construction associated requirements mandated by the State of 
Texas and by Rural Utilities Service (RUS), as well as, invaluable experience with RUS 
accounting procedures. 
 
The proposed funded service area (PFSA) for the BIP North Shore Project will include the US 
census communities of Amite, Franklinton, Hammond, Independence, Mountpelier, Natalbany, 
Ponchatoula, Tickfaw within the State of Louisiana. It will also include the non-census areas 
around and between these communities. The proposed Last Mile Service Area for this project is 
100% rural and will cover an approximate area of 348 square miles and include a population of 
26,632 with approximately 10,097 Households, 2,978 Businesses and 172 Critical Community 
Facilities. Market survey results, competitive analysis, on the ground research, and careful 
review of the incumbent provider’s online broadband qualification tools have provided evidence 
that the PFSA is underserved by ARRA definition.  
 

Some of the communities proposed to be served by the PRIDE Net currently have broadband 
service, however, where broadband is available it is limited and sporadic. Broadband 
subscription rates shown by the research described above concludes the existing service is not 
affordable to most of the people that reside in those communities, including those that have lost 
their jobs during the current financial crisis and need the advantages that Advanced Broadband 
Services can provide in finding a job. Most of the PFSA does not have access to broadband 
service at the speeds mandated by the ARRA. The North Shore Project will make Advanced 
Broadband Services available to those underserved areas. In the limited areas where broadband 
service is currently available, PRIDE Net will offer a competitive choice that will be far more 
affordable.  
 

PRIDE Net’s parent company, NTS, as described above, operates a large existing network that 
will provide a reliable support framework, back-office, and network interface infrastructure; via 
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a service agreement, as a result, PRIDE Net will be able to immediately provide carrier class 
service and reliability for this proposed service area. A service agreement with PRIDE Net’s 
sister company, Xfone USA, will also be in place to cover co-location and local support. These 
existing capabilities and resources will be instrumental in PRIDE Net’s ability to maintain the 
project schedule. 
 

PRIDE Net’s service area will be divided into two portions: 
 

1. Broadband over Fiber Optics: Broadband service provided through a standards based 
Calix (or similar product) access network utilizing passive GPON distribution over FTTP 
fiber optic cables deployed to each subscriber’s home or building.  The majority of 
establishments will be reached through this method. 
 

2. Broadband over Wireless: Broadband service that uses wireless broadband radio 
spectrum to distribute broadband to the subscriber premise. PRIDE Net will install 
equipment on existing primary towers to reach subscriber homes or buildings. Each 
subscriber will have a specialized radio at their premise to communicate with the towers. 
Entities beyond the economical reach of the FTTP plant, and/or entities who wish to 
subscribe to a lower speed more economical broadband package will be served through 
this method. 
 

The proposed North Shore Project plans to put transport and access equipment into the Xfone 
USA’s co-location Central Office building located in Hammond, Louisiana, one (1) remote 
access node in a Remote Office building in Amite, Louisiana, and eight (8) proposed remote 
access node cabinets, of which, seven (7) are co-located at existing wireless tower or elevated 
structure sites located in the US census communities and non-census area as listed in the chart 
below. The Hammond Co-Location connections will allow PRIDE Net to obtain access to the 
Public Internet Backbone, Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN), and to broadband video 
and other content provided to PRIDE Net through a service agreement with its affiliate Xfone 
USA.  The Hammond Co-Location will allow the use of “Leased Fibers” to provide a complete 
fiber loop for this network.   
 
A 10 Gigabit per second, standards based, open access, Ethernet transport service will be initially 
enabled for the transmission of broadband data, voice, and video service over fiber optic cable to 
the proposed FTTP and Wireless distribution plants. Each active PON node and tower location 
will be physically connected to this transport feed via fiber. The equipment will also allow for 
the redundant distribution of services within the new network. The existing Xfone USA facilities 
in Hammond, Louisiana are currently outfitted with air conditioning, power, emergency power, 
battery, grounding, fire suppression, security, and other ancillary equipment as necessary to 
provide a carrier class, five 9’s, reliable, redundant service. 
 

The table below provides a summary of each network element that will be constructed. 
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COMMUNITY PARISH CO-LOCATION 
REMOTE ACCESS NODES 

TOWER 
BUILDING CABINET 

Amite Tangipahoa   1    
Franklinton 
(Tower 3) Washington   1 1 

Hammond * Tangipahoa 1 1  1    * 
Independence Tangipahoa   1 1 

Montpelier St. Helena   1 1 
Natalbany Tangipahoa   1  
Pine Grove St. Helena   1 1 

Ponchatoula Tangipahoa   1   
Tangipahoa Parish& 

Other 
(Tower 1 & 2) 

Tangipahoa   1 2 

Washington Parish- 
Other 

(Tower 4) 
Washington   1 1 

* This tower to be placed for the reception of off air local TV stations only. 
 

ii. Map:   
Include a map for each site affected by construction (recommend U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-
minute quadrangle maps at a map scale of 1:24,000; larger scale maps may be provided for 
site-specific proposals).  USGS maps may be obtained and purchased at the following 
website: http://www.usgs.gov/pubprod/maps.html.  All project elements, if known at the time 
of the application, must be clearly depicted on any map provided.  If appropriate, photographs 
or aerial photographs of site-specific proposals may be provided.  
 
 
Maps are provided on the following pages depicting the required information.  
 
NOTE: The fiber construction routes are indicated by blue shaded lines. The 
location of network elements affected by construction are indicated by blue circles. 



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  5 of 29   



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  6 of 29   



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  7 of 29   



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  8 of 29   



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  9 of 29   



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  10 of 29   



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  11 of 29   



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  12 of 29   



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  13 of 29   

 
 
 
 
 





















USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Environmental Questionnaire 
 

Round 2  23 of 29   

 
 
vi. Threatened and Endangered Species:   

Describe and indicate whether any project site(s) will directly or indirectly affect any 
threatened, endangered or candidate species or is within or near critical habitats.  To 
document the analysis, applicants must provide species lists and appropriate specie accounts 
obtained from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's website: http://ecos.fws.gov/tess public/ 
for each county affected by construction of the project. 
 

Findings  
It has been determined that no threatened or endangered species or critical habitats will be 
directly or indirectly affected within the proposed project. 
 

Listings and occurrences for Louisiana  
Notes:  

• This report shows the listed species associated in some way with this state. 
• This list does not include experimental populations and similarity of appearance 

listings. 
• This list includes non-nesting sea turtles and whales in State/Territory coastal 

waters. 
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obtained from the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) or the tribe’s official 
representative for historic preservation.  If provided, applicants should provide any 
information gathered about historic properties on tribal lands, including any correspondence 
with an Indian tribe. 
 
Applicants must gather information about the nature and location of historic properties from 
the SHPO. SHPOs should be asked the following questions:  

5. Is the proposed project located on, within or adjacent to any properties listed in or 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places? Is the proposed 
project located on, within or adjacent to a National Historic Landmark? If the 
answer is yes, describe and indicate the geographic relationship between the project 
and property with maps.  

6. Will the proposed project impact, use or alter a building or structure that was 
constructed more than 50 years ago? If so, describe the building/structure with a 
statement of its condition, including photographs, and document its age.  

7. If provided, applicants should provide SHPO responses/information to these 
questions including any correspondence with the SHPO.  

 
Findings 
After comparing the proposed cable construction route and the locations of the proposed central 
office, remote office, wireless tower sites and new remote access nodes to the data available 
from SHPO/THPPO, it has been determined that several historic properties are in the parishes of 
the proposed project listed below.  The proposed cable route will go through previously 
disturbed rights of way and all required actions will be enforced to follow any rules and 
regulations set forth by any Historic preservation agency.  We have enclosed the letter sent to the 
Louisiana SHPO stating the purpose of our project along with USGS maps depicting the fiber 
construction route. 
 

• McGehee Hall, Southeastern Louisiana University 
• McGehee House 
• Ponchatoula Commerical Historic District 
• Randal House 
• Stevenson House 
• The Episcopal church of the Incarnation 
• Wascom House 
• Zemurray Gardens Lodge Complex 
• Blythewood 
• Carter House 
• Cate House 
• Downtown Amite Historic District 
• Epney 
• G. W. Nesom House 
• Grace Memorial Episcopal Church 
• Greenlawn 
• Hammond High School 
• Hammond Historic District 
• Independence Historic District 
• June House 
• Loranger Methodist Church 
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PRIDE Net 

 
Mr. Scott Hutcheson, SHPO 
Department of Culture, Recreation & Tourism 
P.O. Box 44247 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804 
 
March 17, 2010 
 
RE: Protected Lands, St. Helena, Tangipahoa and Washington Parrish 
 
Dear Mr. Hutcheson, 
 
PRIDE Network, Inc. is in the process of preparing an environmental report for the Rural 
Utilities Service in order that it may assess the environmental impacts in the construction of fiber 
cable to be placed in existing right of way along with wireless tower construction. The listed 
project is being proposed to provide broadband services for St. Helena, Tangipahoa, and 
Washington Parishes in the state Louisiana.  Enclosed are U.S. Geological Survey maps which 
depict the proposed locations of the construction activities and a description of the work 
involved. 
 
PRIDE Network, Inc. requests your office provide comment regarding the possible impacts 
created by the proposed project(s) on historic properties in the project(s) area.  Please provide 
any recommendations you may have to mitigate or avoid these impacts. 
 
We would appreciate a response within thirty (30) days.  If you need any further information or 
wish to discuss any of the listed projects, or we can offer any other information, please contact: 
 
Courtney Binford  
5307 W. Loop 289 
Lubbock Texas 79414 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Courtney Binford 
 
Fiber Project Manager 
NTS Communications 
Ph :( 806) 788-2947 
Cell: (806) 548-1522 
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Attachments: USGS Maps of Amite, Folsom, Franklinton, Hammond, Husser, Loranger, 
Montpelier, Pine Grove, Ponchatoula, and Wilmer. 
 
 
No portion of the proposed project will be located on tribal lands, meaning lands within the 
exterior boundaries of any Indian reservation or any dependent Indian communities as per the 
Louisiana Federal Lands & Indian Reservations map below. 

 

 
 

ix. Coastal Areas:   
Determine whether or not the project is within the boundaries of a coastal zone management 
area (CZMA).  For boundary related and contact information related to CZMA, see National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 
Management's website: http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/consistency/welcome.html 
 

Findings 
 The proposed fiber construction route and the locations of the proposed wireless towers 
construction sites have been compared to the Coastal Zone Management Area maps and it has 
been determined that no project site is within a Coastal Zone Management Area. 
 
 

x. Brownfields:   
Determine whether the project is located within a brownfield site. Per 42 U.S.C. 9601, the 
term ''brownfield site'' means real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which 
may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, 
or contaminant. Maps and locations of sites, facilities and properties that have been 
contaminated by hazardous materials and are being, or have been, cleaned up under EPA's 
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Superfund, RCRA and/or brownfields cleanup programs can be found at the following 
website: http://iaspub.epa.gov/Cleanups/. 

 
Findings 
The proposed cable construction route and the locations of the proposed central office, remote 
office, wireless towers or new remote access nodes have been compared to the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Brownfield maps and it has been determined that no project site is within or 
adjacent to a Brownfield site.  
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Round 2 3 Existing Ops Income Stmt

EASYGRANTS ID

Historical Year 1 Historical Year 2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5
REVENUES

Network Services Revenues:
    Local Voice Service -$                       -$                             
    Broadband Data Service -                         -                               
    Video Service -                         -                               
Middle Mile Revenues -                         -                               
Network Access Service Revenues -                         -                               
Universal Service Fund -                         -                               
Toll Service/Long Distance Voice -                         -                               
Installation Revenues -                         -                               
Amortized Grant Revenue BIP -                         -                               
Other Operating Revenues -                         -                               

Uncollectible Revenues
Total Revenues -$                       -$                             

EXPENSES

Backhaul -                         -                               
IP/Interconnection -                         -                               
Video Content If Applicable -                         -                               
Spectrum If Applicable -                         -                               
Network Maintenance/Monitoring -                         -                               
Utilities -                         -                               
Sales/Marketing -                         -                               
Customer Care -                         -                               
Corporate G&A -                         -                               
Property Tax -                         -                               
Other Operating Expense -                         -                               

Total Expenses -$                       -$                             

EBITDA -$                       -$                             

Depreciation Non BIP Assets -                         -                               
Depreciation B P Assets -                         -                               
Amortization -                         -                               

Interest Expense - BIP Loan -                         -                               
Interest Expense - Non BIP Debt -                         -                               
Interest Income -                         -                               

Income Taxes -                         -                               

Net Income (Loss) -$                       -$                             
TIER -                         -                               

Forecast PeriodHistorical

Attachment 19 
Pro Forma 5-Year Financial Forecast - Multiple Applications

Income Statement - Existing Operations 

PROJECT TITLE

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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Round 2 4 Existing Ops Balance Sheet

EASYGRANTS ID

ASSETS Historical Year 1 Historical Year 2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5
Current Assets

Cash -$                              -$                            
Marketable Securities -                                -                              
Accounts Receivable -                                -                              
Other Current Assets -                                -                              

-                                -                              
Total Current Assets -                                -                              

Non-Current Assets
Amortizable Asset - Net -                                -                              
Plant in Service Non BIP Assets -                                -                              
Accumulated Depreciation Non BIP Assets -                                -                              
Plant in Service BIP Assets -                                -                              
Accumulated Depreciation BIP Assets -                                -                              
Other Non-Current Assets -                                -                              

Total Non-Current Assets -                                -                              

Total Assets -$                              -$                            

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY Historical Year 1 Historical Year 2

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable -$                              -$                            
Current Portion - Non BIP Debt -                                -                              
Current Portion - BIP Loans -                                -                              
Current Portion - Deferred Grant Revenue B P -                                -                              
Other Current Liabilities -                                -                              

-                                -                              
Total Current Liabilities -                                -                              

Non-Current Liabilities
Existing Non B P Debt -                                -                              
B P Loans -                                -                              
Deferred Grant Revenue BIP -                                -                              
Other Non-Current Liabilities -                                -                              

-                                -                              
Total Non-Current Liabilities -                                -                              

Total Liabilities -$                              -$                            

Equity
Capital Stock -                                -                              
Additional Paid-In Capital -                                -                              
Patronage Capital Credits -                                -                              
Retained Earnings -                                -                              

-                                -                              
Total Equity -$                              -$                            

Total Liabilities and Equity -$                              -$                            

Current Ratio -                                -                              

Historical Forecast Period

Attachment 19 
Pro Forma 5-Year Financial Forecast - Multiple Applications

Balance Sheet - Existing Operations 

PROJECT TITLE

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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Round 2 10 Existing & All Proj Bal Sheet

EASYGRANTS ID

ASSETS Historical Year 1 Historical Year 2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5
Current Assets

Cash -$                      -$                            
Marketable Securities -                        -                              
Accounts Receivable -                        -                              
Other Current Assets -                        -                              

-                        -                              
Total Current Assets -                        -                              

Non-Current Assets
Amortizable Asset - Net -                        -                              
Plant in Service Non BIP Assets -                        -                              
Accumulated Depreciation Non BIP Assets -                        -                              
Plant in Service BIP Assets -                        -                              
Accumulated Depreciation BIP Assets -                        -                              
Other Non-Current Assets -                        -                              

Total Non-Current Assets -                        -                              

Total Assets -$                      -$                            

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY Historical Year 1 Historical Year 2

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable -$                      -$                            
Current Portion - Non BIP Debt -                        -                              
Current Portion - BIP Loans -                        -                              
Current Portion - Deferred Grant Revenue B P -                        -                              
Other Current Liabilities -                        -                              

-                        -                              
Total Current Liabilities -                        -                              

Non-Current Liabilities
Existing Non B P Debt -                        -                              
B P Loans -                        -                              
Deferred Grant Revenue BIP -                        -                              
Other Non-Current Liabilities -                        -                              

-                        -                              
Total Non-Current Liabilities -                        -                              

Total Liabilities -$                      -$                            

Equity
Capital Stock -                        -                              
Additional Paid-In Capital -                        -                              
Patronage Capital Credits -                        -                              
Retained Earnings -                        -                              

-                        -                              
Total Equity -$                      -$                            

Total Liabilities and Equity -$                      -$                            

Current Ratio -                        -                              

Historical Forecast Period

Attachment 19 
Pro Forma 5-Year Financial Forecast - Multiple Applications

Balance Sheet - Existing Operations and All Proposed BIP Projects

PROJECT TITLE

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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Round 2 11 Existing & All Proj Cash Flow

EASYGRANTS ID

Historical Year 1 Historical Year 2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

Beginning Cash -$                      -$                            

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
  Net Income (Loss) -                        -                              
  Adjustments to Reconcile Net Income (Loss)  to Net Cash From
  Operating Activities: -                        -                              
    Add: Depreciation Non BIP Assets -                        -                              
    Add: Depreciation BIP Assets -                        -                              
    Add: Amortization -                        -                              
    Less: Amortized Grant Revenue BIP -                        -                              
  Changes in Assets and Liabilities: -                        -                              
    Accounts Receivable -                        -                              
    Other Current Assets -                        -                              
    Other Non-Current Assets -                        -                              
    Accounts Payable -                        -                              
    Other Current Liabilities -                        -                              
    Other Non-Current Liabilities -                        -                              

Net Cash From Operating Activities -$                      -$                            

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES
    Proceeds from Sale of Equity -                        -                              
    Proceeds from BIP Grant -                        -                              
    Proceeds from BIP Loans -                        -                              
    Proceeds from Non BIP Debt -                        -                              
    Repayments of BIP Loans -                        -                              
    Repayments of Non BIP Debt -                        -                              
    Payments of Patronage Capital Credits -                        -                              
    Payments of Dividends -                        -                              

Net Cash From Financing Activities -$                      -$                            

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES
    Capital Expenditures Non BIP Operations -                        -                              
    Capital Expenditures BIP -                        -                              
    Additions to Amortizable Assets -                        -                              
    Change in Marketable Securi ies- Net -                        -                              

Net Cash From Investing Activities -$                      -$                            

Increase (Decrease) in Cash -                        -                              

Ending Cash -$                      -$                            

Historical Forecast Period

Attachment 19 
Pro Forma 5-Year Financial Forecast - Multiple Applications

Cash Flows - Existing Operations and All Proposed BIP Projects

PROJECT TITLE

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)















USDA RUS Broadband Initiative Program Project Capital Investment Workbook

Total Total Grand Variance to
Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Year 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Year 5 Total Capital Plan

-$               -$               36,198,857$       -$               
-$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$                    -$               
-$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$                    -$               

0% 0% 100%
0% 0%

Attachment 22 - Page 3

YEAR 4

Grand Total 
should tie to 
Total Project 

Capital Budget 
in Easygrants®

YEAR 5

Round 2 3 Timeline







Milton W. Schober Jr 

 
EMPLOYMENT  
HIGHLIGHTS: 

Direct the daily activities of an 11-person team. 
Design and install LAN, WAN, IP video systems, and Linux server farms for a 
large regional ISP. 
Implement policies, procedures, and project planning methodology to 
improve departmental operations and efficiency. 
 

EMPLOYMENT 
HISTORY: 

NTS Communications, Inc./XfoneUSA 
Vice President, Data Services, December 2006-present 
Director of Data Services, September 2005-November 2006 
Sr. Network Engineer/Team Lead, October 2003-August 2005 
Direct daily activities of an 11-person server and network infrastructure team. 
Evaluate emerging technologies for incorporation into the network. 
Test new equipment and develop installation MOPs for field techs. 
Design network infrastructure for a regional ISP. 
Work with major customers and vendors on large WAN projects. 
Develop project plans for network upgrades and expansions. 
Report on project and operational status regularly. 
Perot Systems (St Joseph Health System)  
Network Team Lead/Manager, July 2001-October 2003 

  

Functioned as senior technical support. 
Designed network infrastructure. 
Managed the daily activities of 8 associates taking care of a 5,000-node 
network and 200 servers. 
Led planning sessions for network projects and prepared project plans. 
Reported operational and project status weekly. 

  Perot Systems (St Joseph Health System)  
Network Admin, February 1994-July 2001 

  

Designed token ring and ethernet LANs; ISDN, ATM, and Frame relay 
WANs; wireless LANs. 
Installed and administered UNIX and Linux servers. 
Performed network evaluations and prepared recommendations for 
improvement. 
Managed network upgrade projects. 

  Nortec Specialty Steel  
Comptroller, February 1992-February 1994 

  
Maintained server hardware and custom accounting software. 
Managed 3 accounting employees. 
 

EDUCATION: BBA in Finance/Accounting, Texas Tech University, 1991.  Grade: 3.695 
COMMUNITY 
CONTRIBUTIONS:  

Work on various community projects through my church. 
Consult with area fire departments. 

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION:  

Classes: 
Calix 7 Fundamentals and Video 6/2009 
Cisco Networkers Conference 2004 
Project Management 100 class 
Project Estimating class 
 

(b) (6)



 



Brad D. Worthington 

__________________ _____________________ 
 

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Over 15 years executive level telecommunications experience, including:  
 
    - business planning   - product development   - sales and marketing 
    - mergers & acquisitions  - plant operations   - technology selection 

 
Over 9 years in-house legal experience, including:  
 
   - litigation and claims   - governmental lobbying  - intellectual property  
   - regulatory compliance  - contract negotiation   - risk management  
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
1991 to Present - NTS Communications, Lubbock, Texas (a facilities-based integrated 
communications provider operating in six southwestern states)  
 
 2000 to Present - Executive VP, President & Chief Operating Officer  
 
Supervise executive team overseeing sales and marketing, inside and outside plant operations, 
customer care, information systems, human resources, data, video and voice services, CLEC 
provisioning, network control center functions, outside plant design and construction, and oversee all 
business development efforts.  
 
 1991 to 2000 – Executive VP & General Counsel  
 
Responsible for all legal and regulatory affairs of the company including the direct handling of the 
following: all litigation and claims affecting the company, the hiring and use of outside counsel, 
contract and deal negotiation with customers and vendors, risk management, merger and acquisition 
activity, regulatory compliance activities, lobbying members of state legislatures, congress, the FCC, 
and state regulatory bodies for appropriate treatment of various issues relevant to the company’s 

success and, in cooperation with senior management, create long and short term business plans.  
 

EDUCATION & AFFILIATIONS 
 
J.D., Texas Tech University School of Law - 1990  
B.S. Ed., Texas State University - 1987  
Member, State Bar of Texas  
Admitted to Practice, Federal District Court, Northern District of Texas  
Member, Lubbock County Bar Association  
Member, Corporate Counsel Section, State Bar of Texas  
Member, American Bar Association 

(b) (6)
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REVENUE                  
  LONG DISTANCE          
  LONG DISTANCE AZ       
  LONG DISTANCE NM       
  LONG DISTANCE OK       
  PRIVATE LINES          
  PRIVATE LINE NM        
  PRIVATE LINE OK        
  DATA SERVICES TX       
  DATA SERV OTR STATES   
  VIDEO SERVICES         
  PAGING SERVICE         
  CONFERENCE CALL SERVICE
  CONFER CALLS OTR STATES
  CARRIER ACCESS BILLING 
  LOCAL SERVICE          
  DEFERRED REVENUE ADJUSTMENT 
  CREDITS                
  EQUIP RENTAL & SALES   
  UNIVERSAL SERVICE FEE  
  REGULATORY COST RECOVERY FEE  
  PICC CHARGES           
  MANAGEMENT SERVICE REVENUE
  RENT INCOME
  OTHER SERVICE REVENUE
  CONSTRUCTION REVENUE
  REVENUE PROVISIONING CNTRCT
                         
TOTAL SALES              
COST OF SALES            
  USAGE                  
  ACCESS & TERMINATION   
  INSTALLATION CHARGES   
  TRANSPORT              
  OPERATOR ASSISTANCE    
  PRIVATE LINE EXPENSE   
  DEPRECIATION TELE EQUIP
  COST-EQUIP & WARRANTY  
  COST OF PAGING SERVICE 
  COST OF DATA SERVICES  
  COST OF CONFERENCE CALL
  800 ACCESS AND ADMIN   
  LOCAL SERVICE ACCESS   
  UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND 
  COST-VIDEO SERVICES    
  COST-CLEC LOCAL SERVICE
  PICC COST              
  PAY PHONE SERVICE CHG  
  CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
  OTHER DIRECT COSTS
                         
TOTAL COST OF SALES      
                         
GROSS PROFIT MARGIN      
GROSS PROFIT MARGIN %
                         
SELLING EXPENSES         

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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  ADVERTISING            
  AUTO EXPENSE           
  BUSINESS MEALS         
  COMMISSION EXPENSE     
  CONTRACT LABOR         
  DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS   
  EMPLOYER 401(K) EXPENSE
  ENGINEERING FEES       
  ENTERTAINMENT & PROMO  
  FREIGHT EXPENSE        
  INSURANCE EXPENSE GROUP
  INTERNET EXPENSE       
  MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE  
  MOVING EXPENSE         
  OFFICE SUPPLIES        
  POSTAGE EXPENSE        
  RENTAL EXP BUILDING    
  RENTAL EXPENSE EQUIP   
  SALARY EXPENSE         
  PAYROLL TAXES          
  TELEPHONE EXPENSE      
  TRAINING EXPENSE       
  TRAVEL                 
                         
TOTAL SELLING EXPENSES   

(b) (4)
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4Qtr 2009
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OTHER INCOME & (EXPENSES)                   
  RENT EXPENSE - PARKING
  INTEREST INCOME        
  MISC INCOME (EXPENSE)  
  GAIN/LOSS ON SALE OF ASSETS 
  LOAN FEES              
  INTEREST EXPENSE
                         
TOTAL OTHER INC & (EXP)  
                         
NET INCOME BEFORE TAXES  
                         
PROVISION FOR INCOME TAXES       

NET INCOME               
                         
EBITDA

(b) (4)



NTS COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET
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NTS NTS NTS NTS CONSOLIDATED
BALANCE SHEET COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT TOTALS

CURRENT ASSETS                
  CASH IN BANK AND ON HAND    
  ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE         
  ALLOWANCE FOR BAD DEBTS     
  MISC CURRENT RECEIVABLES    
  A/R UNBILLED REVENUES       
  PREPAID INSURANCE           
  OTHER PREPAID EXPENSE       
  ACCRUED INTEREST RECEIVABLE 
  INVENTORY-INTERCONNECT EQUIP
  INTERCOMPANY A/R NTS CONSTR 
  INTERCOMPANY A/R XFONE ENTITIES
  OTHER CURRENT ASSETS        
  DEFERRED TAX ASSET-CURRENT  
                              
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS          
                              
                              
EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE       
  LAND & BUILDING             
  A/D BUILDING                
  VEHICLES                    
  A/D VEHICLES                
  OFFICE FURNITURE & FIXTURES 
  A/D OFC FURNITURE & FIXTURES
  LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS      
  A/D LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS  
  CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT         
  A/D CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT        
  TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT         
  A/D TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT     
  FIBER NETWORK LONG DISTANCE 
  A/D FIBER NETWORK LD        
  FIBER NETWORK FTTU          
  A/D FIBER NETWORK FTTU      
  DATA TELE & VIDEO EQUIP-FTTU
  A/D DATA TELE & VIDEO-FTTU  
  COMPUTER HARDWARE & SOFTWAR
  A/D COMPUTER HRDWR & SFTWR  
  PROP & EQUIP IN DEVELOPMENT 
                              
TOTAL EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE 
                              

ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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NTS NTS NTS NTS CONSOLIDATED
BALANCE SHEET COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT TOTALS

ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS

                              
OTHER ASSETS                  
  ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE - NTS
  DEFERRED TAX ASSET - LONG TERM
  NOTES RECEIVABLE NTS MGT CO.
  NOTE REC SHAREHOLDER VALUE  
  CAPITALIZED INSTALL COSTS   
  GOODWILL                    
  ACCUM AMORT GOODWILL        
  INVESTMENT GMW COMPANY      
  PURCHASED CUSTOMER BASE     
  ACCUM AMORT CUSTOMER BASE   
  INVESTMENT NTS MGT CO, LLC  
  INVESTMENT NTS PROPERTIES LC
  INVESTMENT NTS CONSTRUCTION 
  INVESTMENT NTS TELEPHONE CO
  OTHER NON CURRENT ASSETS    
                              
TOTAL OTHER ASSETS            
                              
TOTAL ASSETS                
                              
LIABILITIES
                              
CURRENT LIABILITES            
  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE - NTS    
  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE - TRADE    
  ACCRUED INTEREST PAYABLE           
  ACCRUED EXPENSES            
  ACCRUED PAYROLL TAXES       
  ACCRUED PAYROLL             
  OTHER ACCRUED TAXES         
  ACCR GROUP INS PREM & CLAIMS
  ACCRUED OTHER EXPENSE       
  CURRENT PORTION NP VENDOR   
  CURRENT PORTION GE CAPITAL  
  CURRENT PORTION CITY BANK   
  CURRENT PT LNB METASWITCH
  CURRENT PORT N/P TREAS STOCK
  CURRENT PORT N/P CITI CAPITAL
  CURRENT PORTION-CITY BANK
  CURRENT PORTION DIV LENDERS
  CURRENT PORTION-CORP LEASING
  CURRENT PORT RUS DEV LOAN
  OTHER CURRENT LIABILITIES   
                              
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES     
                              

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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NTS NTS NTS NTS CONSOLIDATED
BALANCE SHEET COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT TOTALS

ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS

                              
LONG TERM LIABILITIES         
  NOTE PAYABLE NTS   
  NOTE PAYABLE TREAS STOCK    
  LONG TERM PORTION CITY BANK 
  EQUIPMENT LOAN - GE CAPITAL 
  LONG TERM PT LNB METASWITCH
  LONG TERM PORTION CITI CAPITAL
  LONG TERM PORTION CITY BANK 
  LONG TERM PORTION DIV LENDERS
  LONG TERM PORTION N/P VENDOR
  LONG TERM PORTION RUS DEV LOAN
  OTHER LONG TERM LIABILITIES 
                              
TOTAL LONG TERM LIABILITIES   
                              
TOTAL LIABILITIES             
                              
DEFERRED FEDERAL INCOME TAX   
                              
                              
CAPITAL                       
  OWNERS EQUITY
  COMMON STOCK ISSUED -       
   1,962,029 SHARES           
  ADDITIONAL PAID IN CAPITAL  
  TREASURY STK-618,094 SH THRU
  SEP 04,THEN 702,878 SHARES 
  RETAINED EARNINGS PRIOR YEAR
  CURRENT YEAR PROFIT/LOSS    
                              
TOTAL STOCKHOLDER'S EQUITY    
                              
TOTAL LIABILITIES & CAPITAL   
                              

-                      

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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NTS NTS NTS NTS ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS CONSOLIDATED
MONTHLY PROFIT & LOSS COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION COTELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT MTH INCOME STMT
REVENUE                  
  LONG DISTANCE          
  LONG DISTANCE AZ       
  LONG DISTANCE NM       
  LONG DISTANCE OK       
  PRIVATE LINES          
  PRIVATE LINE NM        
  PRIVATE LINE OK        
  DATA SERVICES TX       
  DATA SERV OTR STATES   
  VIDEO SERVICES         
  PAGING SERVICE         
  CONFERENCE CALL SERVICE
  CONFER CALLS OTR STATES
  CARRIER ACCESS BILLING 
  LOCAL SERVICE          
  DEFERRED REVENUE ADJUSTMENT 
  CREDITS                
  EQUIP RENTAL & SALES   
  UNIVERSAL SERVICE FEE  
  REGULATORY COST RECOVERY FEE  
  PICC CHARGES           
  MANAGEMENT SERVICE REVENUE
  RENT INCOME
  OTHER SERVICE REVENUE
  CONSTRUCTION REVENUE
  REVENUE PROVISIONING CNTRCT
                         
TOTAL SALES              
COST OF SALES            
  USAGE                  
  ACCESS & TERMINATION   
  INSTALLATION CHARGES   
  TRANSPORT              
  OPERATOR ASSISTANCE    
  PRIVATE LINE EXPENSE   
  DEPRECIATION TELE EQUIP
  COST-EQUIP & WARRANTY  
  COST OF PAGING SERVICE 
  COST OF DATA SERVICES  
  COST OF CONFERENCE CALL
  800 ACCESS AND ADMIN   
  LOCAL SERVICE ACCESS   
  UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND 
  COST-VIDEO SERVICES    
  COST-CLEC LOCAL SERVICE
  PICC COST              
  PAY PHONE SERVICE CHG  
  CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
  OTHER DIRECT COSTS
                         
TOTAL COST OF SALES      
                         
GROSS PROFIT MARGIN      
GROSS PROFIT MARGIN %

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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NTS NTS NTS NTS ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS CONSOLIDATED
MONTHLY PROFIT & LOSS COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION COTELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT MTH INCOME STMT
                                           
SELLING EXPENSES                           
  ADVERTISING            
  AUTO EXPENSE           
  BUSINESS MEALS         
  COMMISSION EXPENSE     
  CONTRACT LABOR         
  DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS   
  EMPLOYER 401(K) EXPENSE
  ENGINEERING FEES       
  ENTERTAINMENT & PROMO  
  FREIGHT EXPENSE        
  INSURANCE EXPENSE GROUP
  INTERNET EXPENSE       
  MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE  
  MOVING EXPENSE         
  OFFICE SUPPLIES        
  POSTAGE EXPENSE        
  RENTAL EXP BUILDING    
  RENTAL EXPENSE EQUIP   
  SALARY EXPENSE         
  PAYROLL TAXES          
  TELEPHONE EXPENSE      
  TRAINING EXPENSE       
  TRAVEL                 
                         
TOTAL SELLING EXPENSES   

(b) (4)
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NTS NTS NTS NTS ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS CONSOLIDATED
MONTHLY PROFIT & LOSS COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION COTELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT MTH INCOME STMT

ADMIN & OPERATING EXPENSE                   
  ADVERTISING            
  AMORTIZATION           
  AUTO EXPENSE           
  COLLECTION FEES        
  BUSINESS MEALS         
  COMPUTER EXPENSE       
  CONTRACT LABOR         
  CUSTODIAL SERVICES     
  BAD DEBT EXPENSE       
  PROVISION FOR DISPUTES
  BANK CHARGES           
  DEPRECIATION EXPENSE   
  DIRECTOR FEES & EXPENSE
  DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS   
  EMPLOYER 401(K) EXPENSE
  ENGINEERING FEES       
  ENTERTAINMENT & PROMO  
  FREIGHT EXPENSE        
  INS EXP CAS & LIABILITY
  INSURANCE EXPENSE GROUP
  INTERNET EXPENSE
  LEGAL & ACCOUNTING     
  LICENSES & FEES        
  MANAGEMENT SERVICE FEE
  MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE  
  MOVING EXPENSES        
  OFFICE SUPPL & POSTAGE 
  OFFICE RELOCATION EXP  
  RENTAL - BUILDING      
  RENTAL EXP EQUIPMENT   
  UTILITIES              
  REPAIR & MAINTENANCE   
  SALARY EXPENSE         
  INCENTIVE BONUS        
  SUPPLIES
  PAYROLL TAXES          
  TAXES OTHER            
  TAXES PROPERTY         
  TAXES FRANCHISE        
  TELEPHONE EXPENSE      
  TRAINING EXPENSE       
  TRAVEL                 

                         
TOTAL ADMIN & OPER EXP   
                         
NET OPERATING INCOME     

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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NTS NTS NTS NTS ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS CONSOLIDATED
MONTHLY PROFIT & LOSS COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION COTELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT MTH INCOME STMT

OTHER INCOME & (EXPENSES)                   
  RENT EXPENSE - PARKING
  INTEREST INCOME        
  MISC INCOME (EXPENSE)  
  GAIN/LOSS ON SALE OF ASSETS 
  LOAN FEES              
  INTEREST EXPENSE
                         
TOTAL OTHER INC & (EXP)  
                         
NET INCOME BEFORE TAXES  
                         
PROVISION FOR INCOME TAXES       

NET INCOME               
                         
EBITDA

(b) (4)



NTS COMMUNICATIONS, INC
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NTS NTS NTS NTS ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS CONSOLIDATED
YEAR - TO - DATE PROFIT & LOSS COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION CO TELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT YTD INCOME STMT
REVENUE                  
  LONG DISTANCE          
  LONG DISTANCE AZ       
  LONG DISTANCE NM       
  LONG DISTANCE OK       
  PRIVATE LINES          
  PRIVATE LINE NM        
  PRIVATE LINE OK        
  DATA SERVICES TX       
  DATA SERV OTR STATES   
  VIDEO SERVICES         
  PAGING SERVICE         
  CONFERENCE CALL SERVICE
  CONFER CALLS OTR STATES
  CARRIER ACCESS BILLING 
  LOCAL SERVICE          
  DEFERRED REVENUE ADJUSTMENT 
  CREDITS                
  EQUIP RENTAL & SALES   
  UNIVERSAL SERVICE FEE  
  REGULATORY COST RECOVERY FEE  
  PICC CHARGES           
  MANAGEMENT SERVICE REVENUE
  RENT INCOME
  OTHER SERVICE REVENUE
  CONSTRUCTION REVENUE
  REVENUE PROVISIONING CNTRCT
                         
TOTAL SALES              
COST OF SALES            
  USAGE                  
  ACCESS & TERMINATION   
  INSTALLATION CHARGES   
  TRANSPORT              
  OPERATOR ASSISTANCE    
  PRIVATE LINE EXPENSE   
  DEPRECIATION TELE EQUIP
  COST-EQUIP & WARRANTY  
  COST OF PAGING SERVICE 
  COST OF DATA SERVICES  
  COST OF CONFERENCE CALL
  800 ACCESS AND ADMIN   
  LOCAL SERVICE ACCESS   
  UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND 
  COST-VIDEO SERVICES    
  COST-CLEC LOCAL SERVICE
  PICC COST              
  PAY PHONE SERVICE CHG  
  CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
  OTHER DIRECT COSTS
                         
TOTAL COST OF SALES      
                         
GROSS PROFIT MARGIN      
GROSS PROFIT MARGIN %

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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NTS NTS NTS NTS ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS CONSOLIDATED
YEAR - TO - DATE PROFIT & LOSS COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION CO TELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT YTD INCOME STMT

ADMIN & OPERATING EXPENSE
  ADVERTISING            
  AMORTIZATION           
  AUTO EXPENSE           
  COLLECTION FEES        
  BUSINESS MEALS         
  COMPUTER EXPENSE       
  CONTRACT LABOR         
  CUSTODIAL SERVICES     
  BAD DEBT EXPENSE       
  PROVISION FOR DISPUTES
  BANK CHARGES           
  DEPRECIATION EXPENSE   
  DIRECTOR FEES & EXPENSE
  DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS   
  EMPLOYER 401(K) EXPENSE
  ENGINEERING FEES       
  ENTERTAINMENT & PROMO  
  FREIGHT EXPENSE        
  INS EXP CAS & LIABILITY
  INSURANCE EXPENSE GROUP
  INTERNET EXPENSE       
  LEGAL & ACCOUNTING     
  LICENSES & FEES        
  MANAGEMENT SERVICE FEE
  MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE  
  MOVING EXPENSES        
  OFFICE SUPPL & POSTAGE 
  OFFICE RELOCATION EXP  
  RENTAL - BUILDING      
  RENTAL EXP EQUIPMENT   
  UTILITIES              
  REPAIR & MAINTENANCE   
  SALARY EXPENSE         
  INCENTIVE BONUS        
  SUPPLIES
  PAYROLL TAXES          
  TAXES OTHER            
  TAXES PROPERTY         
  TAXES FRANCHISE        
  TELEPHONE EXPENSE      
  TRAINING EXPENSE       
  TRAVEL                 

                         
TOTAL ADMIN & OPER EXP   
                         
NET OPERATING INCOME     

(b) (4)
(b) (4)
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NTS NTS NTS NTS ELIMINATING ADJUSTMENTS CONSOLIDATED
YEAR - TO - DATE PROFIT & LOSS COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT LLC CONSTRUCTION CO TELEPHONE CO TOTALS DEBIT CREDIT YTD INCOME STMT

OTHER INCOME & (EXPENSES)                   
  RENT EXPENSE - PARKING
  INTEREST INCOME        
  MISC INCOME (EXPENSE)  
  GAIN/LOSS ON SALE OF ASSETS 
  LOAN FEES              
  INTEREST EXPENSE
                         
TOTAL OTHER INC & (EXP)  
                         
NET INCOME BEFORE TAXES  
                         
PROVISION FOR INCOME TAXES       

NET INCOME               
                         
EBITDA

(b) (4)



UNSOLICITED COMMENTS FROM THE RETURNED SURVEY’S RECEIVED 
 

 

Street town Zip Code
12305 303 E. Park Ave. Hammond 70403 Charter and they are horrible

Hammond 70403
Charter needs a good competitor. Very independent bunch. In the local office the 
ladies act as though you are a bother if you have a question and "God Forbid" if 

you have a "concern" (problem).

Hammond 70403 I would like to have a rate that is low enough for me to pay and does not change 
after a few months

Amite 70422 Would like internet in my area.
Amite 70422 High Speed Internet NOT available in my area.
Amite 70422 It never works! (Charter Internet)
Amite 70422 No high speed Internet available at this Zip.

Amite 70422 I will not pay $60.00/month for Satellite. I will not pay $24.95/month for Dial -up 
when I want DSL or cable which cost less but is not available at this address.

Ponchatoula 70454 I hade Charter but could not get them to come out for a repair.
Ponchatoula 70454 Did have to many problems (Charter).

Ponchatoula 70454 We are paying $125.00/month but it goes up to about $197.00/month in 
November for phone, cable TV & Internet.

Independences 70443 Please bring High Speed Internet! 

Independences 70443 No Internet because Charter is horrible. DSL not available. Version Air Card not 
available.

Independences 70443 No high Speed Internet providers available.
Independences 70443 Charter has been out for 41 days! Video and phone have also been out.

Independences 70443
I canceled Internet-Very dissatisfied (Charter). I had to call out of state for help 

over the phone to see if they could fix the problem & if no they would send in an 
order for a repairman to come & fix it.

Independences 70443 No High Speed Internet Available. Use Dial-up and Air Card. Air Card does not 
work at home.  The whole subdivision wants High Speed internet service too.

Tickfaw 70466 Paying for 5 Mbps and receiving 1.5 - 2.0 Mbps. (Charter)
Tickfaw 70466 Charter Communications are horrible and need competition.

Street town Zip Code
Hammond 70403 Service has not worked since 9/1/08 (Charter)
Hammond 70403 No Video service since Hurricane (Charter)

Amite 70422 Was with Charter - left because of questionable billing cycles/ No Competition.

Independence 70443 Cable's been out since Sept. 1st (Charter)
Tickfaw 70466 Charter & I hate them!!

Identifier # Address Unsolicited Comments about Video Service Providers

AddressIdentifier # Unsolicited Comments about Internet Service Providers

 
 
 
 
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)



Sincerely, 

Netii. ork 

July 26, 2010 

Mr. Ken Kuehn° 
USDA-RUS 
Stop 1599 
1400 Independence Ave., SW Rm 2868 
Washington, DC 20250-1599 

Re: PRIDE Network, Inc. 
ARRA BIP Broadband Stimulus Award- TX 1114-B40 
Executed Loan/Grant Documents 

Dear Mr. Kuchno: 

On behalf of PRIDE Network, Inc. (PRIDE Net), we respectfully submit the fully 
executed loan/grant documents by PRIDE Net and RUS Broadband Initiatives Program 
in association with PRIDE Net's ARRA BIP Broadband Stimulus Award designated as 
Texas 1114-B40. As requested, the following documents are attached: 

1. Loan/Grant Security Agreement (blue back-2 copies) 
2. RUS Note (blue back) 
3. Attorney Opinion 
4. Certificate of Resolution (Secretary's Certificate) 
5. Pledge Deposit Account Control Agreement (3 copies) 

a. Evidence of bank official's authority to sign for the bank 
b. Certificate of Authority 
c. RUS Borrower ACH Payment Folui 
d. Evidence of Pledge Deposit Account 
e. Corporate Authorization Resolution 

6. Example of filed UCC w/ UCC-AD 
7. Fidelity Bond Coverage 

We appreciate your time and consideration in reviewing these documents. Upon 
completion of your review, please let us know if you have any questions, or would like to 
discuss these attachments in more detail. 

Brad Worthington 
President PRIDE Network, Inc. 

806-797-0687 • 800-658-2150 
5307 W. Loop 289 • Lubbock, TX 79414 













Mayson H. Foster
Mayor

March 16. 2010

Mr. Brad Worthington, Chief Executive Officer
XfoneUSA
5307 W. Loop 289
Lubbock, TX 794t4-1610

Dear Mr. Worthington,

I have recently been advised of a very ambition project presented to your

company. I would like to express my enthusiastic support of the North Shore Project

because I am cognizant of the impact it will have on the community that I serve.

Your company's proposal to bring next generation fiber communications into the

City of Hammond will greatly benefit the city, our businesses, and our households. The

North Shore Project will not only provide advanced internet and video services to our

residents, but will create an economic stimulus correlating to increased job opportunities

and new business development throughout the area. There is a great demand for

alternative sources of technology here.

In summary, the North Shore Project would be extremely beneficial to the growth

and development of our community and welcomed improvements to our existing internet

and video networks.

Citv of Hammond

CouncilJohruryBlounr-Distncrl.JasonHood-DisEicr2.WiUieG.Jackson-District3.t<athyMontecino-District4.MikeWiliams-District5
PO. Box 2788 . Hammond, LA 70404-2788 . (985) 542-3400 . Fax (985) 542-3619 . www Hammond.org



































VENABLE:LP
575 SEVENTH STREET NW WASHINGTON, DC 20004

T 202.344.4000 F 202.344.8300 wwwVenable.com

March 18,2010

Rural Utilities Service
U. S. Department of Agriculture
Washington, D. C. 20250-1500
Assistant Secretary

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are special U.S. counsel for Pride Network, Inc., (the "Applicant" or "Company"). In
such capacity, we acted as counsel to the Applicant in connection with its ability to apply to the
Broadband Initiatives Program ("BIP") and in the review of the loangrant combination

agreement as referenced in the Notice of Funds Availability ("NOF A"). Unless otherwise
defined herein, terms used but not defined herein have the meanings assigned to them in the
NOFA.

Documents Reviewed

In connection with this opinion letter, we have examined the following:

(a) the NOF A;

(b) the BIP Application Guide;

(c) the BIP Application Form;

(d) the Company's Articles of Incorporation;

(e) the Company's Corporate Bylaws; and

(f) such other records, documents and other instruments as we have deemed
necessary for the purposes of this opinion letter.

The documents referred to in clauses (a) through (f) above are collectively referred to as
the "Transaction Documents."

Assumptions Underlying Our Opinions

For all purposes of the opinions expressed herein, we have assumed, without independent
investigation, that:
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(a) Factual Matters. With regard to factual matters, to the extent that we have

reviewed and relied upon (1) certificates of the Company or its authorized
representatives, attached hereto as Attachment A; (2) representations of the Company set
forth in the Transaction Documents and (3) certificates and assurances from public
officials, all of such certificates, representations and assurances are accurate;

(b) Contrary Knowledge of Addressee. No addressee of this opinion letter has
any actual knowledge that any of our factual assumptions or opinions is inaccurate;

(c) Signatures. The signatures of individuals signing the Transaction

Documents are genuine and authorized;

(d) Authentic and Conforming Documents. All documents submitted to us as
originals are authentic, complete and accurate, and all documents submitted to us as
copies conform to authentic original documents;

(e) Capacity of Certain Parties. All parties to the Transaction Documents

have the capacity and full power and authority to execute, deliver and perform the
Transaction Documents and the documents required or permitted to be delivered and
performed thereunder; and

(f) Transaction Documents Binding on Certain Parties. All of the Transaction
Documents and the documents required or permitted to be delivered thereunder have
been duly authorized by all necessary corporate or other action on the par of the parties
thereto, have been duly executed and delivered by such parties and are valid and binding
obligations enforceable against such parties in accordance with their terms.

Our Opinions

Based on and subject to the foregoing and the other limitations, assumptions,
qualifications and exclusions set forth in this opinion letter, we are of the opinion that:

(a) the Applicant is duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of Texas, and
is duly licensed and qualified and in good standing as a corporation in the State of
Texas;

(b) the Applicant has corporate power: (l) to execute and deliver the grant agreement,
loan agreement, and/or loan/grant combination agreement as applicable; and (2) to
perform all acts required to be done by it under said agreement;

(c) to our knowledge, no legal proceedings have been instituted or are pending against
the Applicant, the outcome of which would adversely affect the Applicant's ability to
perform the duties under the loan or loan/grant agreement, or adversely affect the
security to be pledged under the loan agreement, and there are no judgments against
the Applicant and no liens against any of the personal property of the Applicant,

2
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which would adversely affect the security to be pledged under the loan or loan/grant
agreement; and

(d) the Applicant has the power to own its property and carry out its business as now
conducted.

Exclusions

We call your attention to the following matters as to which we express no opinion:

(a) Foreign Laws. The statutes, administrative decisions, orders, rules, and
regulations of any country outside the United States.

Qualifications and Limitations

The opinions set forth above are subject to the following qualifications and limitations:

(a) Scope and Applicable Law. Although we have acted as special U.S.
counsel for the Company, we draw your attention to the fact that we have not undertaken
anyon-site or other physical inspection of the business or properties of the Company; are
not familar with their business practices, operations accounts, personnel, or day-to-day
affairs except as disclosed to us; do not have access to their books and records except as
disclosed to us; and have not independently verified the maner in which their business is
operated for purposes of rendering this opinion.

(b) Knowledge. Whenever our opinions are stated to be "to our knowledge"
or "known to us" (or words of similar import), it means the actual knowledge of the
particular Venable LLP attorneys who have represented the Company in connection with
the Transaction Documents and who have given substantive attention to the preparation
thereof. Except as expressly set forth herein, we have not undertaken any independent
investigation (including, without limitation, conducting any review, search or
investigation of any public fies or records or dockets or any review of our fies) to
determine the existence or absence of any facts, and no inference as to our knowledge
concerning such facts should be drawn from our reliance on the same in connection with
the preparation and delivery of this opinion letter.

(c) Incorporated Documents. This opinion does not relate to (and we have not
reviewed) any documents or instruments other than the Transaction Documents, and we
express no opinion as to such other documents or instruments (including, without
limitation, any documents or instruments referenced or incorporated in any of the
Transaction Documents) or as to the interplay between the Transaction Documents and
any such other documents and instruments.

(d) Headings. Headings in this opinion letter are intended for convenience of
reference and shall not affect its interpretation.

3
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Reliance on Opinions

The foregoing opinions are being furnished to the addressee set forth above for the
purpose referred to in the first paragraph of this opinion letter, and this opinion letter is not to be
furnished to any other person or entity or used or relied upon for any other purpose without our
prior written consent. Copies of this opinion letter may be furnished to regulatory authorities
having jurisdiction or oversight over the addressee hereof or its successors and assigns, and
pursuant to valid legal process, but the recipient shall not be entitled to rely on the opinions
expressed herein. The opinions set forth herein are made as of the date hereof, and we assume
no obligation to supplement this opinion letter if any applicable laws change after the date hereof
or if we become aware after the date hereof of any facts that might change the opinions
expressed herein.

Very truly yours,

~¿Lt
Venable LLP

4



CERTIFICATE OF RESPONSIBLE OFFICER

This Certificate is being delivered in connection with the opinion letter of Venable LLP
of even date herewith (the "Opinion Letter"), which is being delivered pursuant to the BIP
Application FoiTI in order to apply for BIP funding pursuant to the Notice of Funds Availabilty
("NOF A") issued by RUS. All capitalized terms used herein shall having the meaning ascribed
to them in the Opinion Letter, or, ifnot defined in the Opinion Letter, in the NOFA. The
undersigned is an officer of Pride Network, Inc. ("Company") and in this capacity and not in an
individual capacity, does hereby certify to Venable LLP as follows:

1. No legal proceedings have been instituted or are pending against the Company,

the outcome of which would adversely affect the Company's abilty to perfOlTI the duties under
the loan or loan/grant agreement, or adversely affect the security to be pledged under the loan
agreement, and there are no judgments against the Company and no liens against any of the
personal property of the Company, which would adversely affect the security to be pledged
under the loan or loangrant agreement.

This ceiiificate is given with the express understanding that it wil be relied upon by the
law firm of Venable LLP in rendering its Opinion Letter pursuant to the NOFA.

Brad Woiihington
President
Pride Network, Inc.

Dated: March 18, 2010



USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Competitor Service Offerings  
Attachment 10 -  

Competitor Service Offerings 
 
Easygrants ID:   
Project Title:    
 
PART A. COMPETITOR SERVICE OFFERINGS – LAST MILE 
Instructions: Complete the table below to describe competing Last Mile providers’ broadband service offerings being advertised in each proposed funded service 
area. For each competitor, explain the following: a) technology; b) service tiers; c) advertised speeds for residential and business; d) pricing. Include any other 
comments to explain your findings, if necessary.  
 

Service Area  
Last Mile 
Services 
Provider  

Technology 
Platform Service Tier  

Advertised Residential 
Offering 

Advertised Business Offering  Other Comments  

Downstream / 
Upstream (kbps)  

Price Downstream / 
Upstream (kbps)  

Price 
 

Service Area 
Pride North Shore 

Provider A 
Charter  

Cable Entry Level Plan  1000/128 $19.99 8000/1000 $89.99 Service not available in 
outlying census 
community of Montpelier 
and non-census community 
areas of  Pine Grove, 
Montpelier, Georgeville, 
Holton 

Highest Speed Plan  20000/2000 $54.99 25000/2000 $149.99 

Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  

8000/2000 $29.99 16000/2000 $119.99 

Provider B 
AT&T 

 
DSL 

Entry Level Plan  768/128 
1500/256 

$19.95 
$32.95 
$37.95 

 
1500/256 

 
$39.95 

Service not available in 
outlying census 
community of Montpelier 
and non-census community 
areas of  Pine Grove, 
Montpelier, Georgeville, 
Holton 

Highest Speed Plan  6000/512 $42.95 
$47.95 

6000/512 $59.95 

Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  

3000/384 $37.95$
42.95 
 

3000/384 $49.95 

Provider C 
Hughes Net 

Satellite  Entry Level Plan  1000/128 $59.99    
Highest Speed Plan  1600/250 $79.99    
Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  

1200/200 $69.99    
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Service Area  
Last Mile 
Services 
Provider  

Technology 
Platform Service Tier  

Advertised Residential 
Offering 

Advertised Business Offering  Other Comments  

Downstream / 
Upstream (kbps)  

Price Downstream / 
Upstream (kbps)  

Price 
 

Provider D 
AT&T 

Wireless Entry Level Plan  
 

75 to  
135 

$35.00 
$60.00 
 

  Two usage plans available 
as Data Connect - 200MB 
at $39.99 and a 5GB per 
month at $60.00.  
Additional charges for 
each Mb over the plan 
allocation. Note:  The 
200Mb and 5Gb are NOT 
service speeds but are 
monthly data usage. 

Highest Speed Plan  Up to 3600 only 
rate given 

$35.00 
$60.00 

Up to 3600 only 
rate given 

$30.00 to 
$60.00 
depending 
on Device 

3G coverage only extends  
to a point just south of 
Amite. Two usage plans 
available as Data Connect - 
200MB at $39.99 and a 
5GB per month at $60.00.  
Additional charges for 
each Mb over the plan 
allocation . Also has 
Business Data Connect 
usage plans ranging from 
10MB at $20 up to 5GB at 
$60.00.  Additional 
charges for each Mb over 
the plan allocation. Note:  
The 200Mb and 5Gb are 
NOT service speeds but 
are monthly data usage. 

Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  

     

Service Area 
Pride North Shore 

Provider E 
Verizon 

Wireless Entry Level Plan Up to  
600 to 1400 / 500 
to 800 

$9.99 to 
$59.99 

  Coverage only extends 
northward into the service 
area to a point just south of 
Amite.  Individual usage 
based plans of 25 
Mb/month at $9.99 or 
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Service Area  
Last Mile 
Services 
Provider  

Technology 
Platform Service Tier  

Advertised Residential 
Offering 

Advertised Business Offering  Other Comments  

Downstream / 
Upstream (kbps)  

Price Downstream / 
Upstream (kbps)  

Price 
 

Unlimited at $25.00 per 
month. Mobile Broadband 
plans from 250Mb at 
$39.99 to 5Gb at $59.99. 
Note:  The 25Mb  and 
Unlimited are NOT service 
speeds but are monthly 
data usage. 

Highest Speed Plan      

Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  

     

Provider F 
DishNetwork 

Satellite Entry Level Plan  N/A --   Dial up Internet only 
through partner Earthlink 

 Highest Speed Plan       

 Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  

     

Provider G 
Direct TV 

 Entry Level Plan  512 / 128 $49.99   Provided thru partner 
Wildblue – Requires 
additional fees for 
equipment and delivery. 

 Highest Speed Plan       

 Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  
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PART B. COMPETITOR SERVICE OFFERINGS – MIDDLE MILE 
Instructions: Complete the table below to describe competing Middle Mile providers’ service offerings being advertised in those communities within which Middle 
Mile applicants propose to construct interconnection points.  For a discussion of how to define a service area around a community with a proposed interconnection 
point, see the section in the Application Guide on using the Mapping Tool.  For each competitor, explain the following: a) technology; b) service tiers; c) the 
distance band (length of the network section) or point-to-point (geographical end points) of the specific package; d) speed; and e) pricing. Include any other 
comments to explain your findings, if necessary.  
 

Service Area  
Middle Mile 
Services 
Provider  

Technology 
Platform Service Tier  Distance Band / 

Point-to-Point 

Minimum Peak 
Load Network 
Bandwidth 
Capacity 

Pricing Other Comments 

Interconnection 
Point Name 1 

Provider A  ` Entry Level Plan      
Highest Speed Plan      
Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  

    

Provider B   Entry Level Plan      
Highest Speed Plan      
Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  

    

Interconnection 
Point Name 2 

Provider A   Entry Level Plan      
Highest Speed Plan      
Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  

    

Provider B  

 Entry Level Plan      
Highest Speed Plan      
Other Plans (e.g. 
Mid-Tier Plan)  
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USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program Licenses and Agreements

Round 2 1 Agreements_Contracts

PROJECT TITLE
5109

Instructions for Completing This Template: 
Applicants must complete every line of the template, except for the "other" categories which should be used as needed.
Existing Licenses and agreements MUST have supporting documentation attached. 

Attachment 16
Licenses and Agreements

North Shore Project EASYGRANTS ID

Not R
eq

uire
d

    
    

    
  E

xis
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 In
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d    
    

  

No M
odific

ati
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ry
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g  / 
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d    
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d but P
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Not A
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until 
Pro

jec
t is

 

Funded

COMMENTS 

Internet  Service  Agreement
for ISP upstream capacity)

X NTS Communications/ Level 3; NTS Communications/ XO Communications NTS 
Communications/PRIDE Network, Inc.

Internet Service Connection Backhaul 
Agreement (transport to/from ISP)

X NTS Communications/ Level 3; NTS Communications/ XO Communications NTS 
Communications/PRIDE Network, Inc.

Pole Attachment Agreement X

Wireless Spectrum License(s)
for end-user access

X

Wireless  Spectrum  License(s)
for backhaul or transport

X

Tower Site/Property Agreement(s) X

Tower Attachment Agreement(s) X

Special Permits (Federal, Highway, 
bridge, etc)

X

Franchise Agreement(s) X PRIDE Network, Inc.

Video Carriage Agreement(s) X NTS Communications/NCTC/Various Cable Providers, NTS/PRIDE Network, Inc.

Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity (CPCN)

X X PRIDE Network, Inc. in the State of TX, PRIDE Network, Inc. will have CPCN in the state of 
Louisiana upon approval of funding

Spectrum Agreement(s) X

Other X General Service Agreement between NTS Communications, Inc. and PRIDE Network Inc.

Other X General Service Agreement between Xfone USA and PRIDE Network Inc.

Other X PRIDE Network, Inc. Non-Discrimination Agreement











USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program  Statement of Affordability 

Attachment 29 - 
Statement of Affordability 

 
 
Easygrants ID: 5109 
Project Title: North Shore Project 
 
 
Instructions:  Answer the checklist question below. Then explain in 4 pages or less why the pricing for 
your broadband service offerings are affordable in comparison to the pricing of existing broadband 
services in your proposed funded service area. If there are no existing broadband services in the 
proposed funded service area, please explain why the proposed pricing is appropriate for the area, and 
provide supporting data for the proposal.  
 
 
Do broadband services currently exist in your proposed funded service area? 
(Mark with an X) 

X Yes 
 No 

 

Description of Existing Services 
The proposed funded service area in the North Shore Project has portions that have access to 
high speed Internet. The existing services are from cable, phone, and wireless companies, with 
speeds ranging from 56 kbps to a limited number of areas claiming to offer speeds up to 20 
Mbps. The pricing for the current services offered, ranges anywhere from $19.95 at the lowest 
speed to $79.99 per month for mid-level speeds, for residential customers. 
 
 

Justification of Pricing 
PRIDE Network, Inc. intends to price its services in a manner similar to that of its parent, NTS 
Communications, Inc. Typically, this pricing strategy results in retail rates to consumers which 
are 10-15 percent below those of the incumbent provider operating in urban markets. By way of 
example, NTS’s current base pricing package for “triple play” (voice, video, and data) services 
in Lubbock, TX (an urban area) is $79.00 per month. This contrasts with the incumbent 
telephone company’s highly touted base triple play package which offers (1) fewer channels, and 
(2) dramatically lower broadband speeds, for $90.00 per month. This equates to a 12% discount 
as compared to comparable urban incumbent services for all product types offered on the 
proposed network. The pricing example is magnified when considering that PRIDE Net will, due 
to the underserved nature of the proposed markets in the network footprint, be offering urban 
pricing in rural markets. These markets have had limited, if any real choice for quality broadband 
service in the past, and the cost of providing service in rural areas is generally much higher than 
that in urban areas due to low subscriber densities. Thus, PRIDE Net is confident that its pricing 
methodology will prove affordable to the potential customers it seeks to serve. 
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USDA RUS Broadband Initiatives Program Communities in PFSA

Round 2 1 Communities in PFSA

PROJECT TITLE North Shore Project EASYGRANTS ID 5109

PFSA Name State County Community/Area Name Rural? (Y/N)
North Shore LA Tangipahoa Amite City town Y
North Shore LA Tangipahoa Hammond city Y
North Shore LA Tangipahoa Independence town Y
North Shore LA Tangipahoa Natalbany CDP Y
North Shore LA Tangipahoa Ponchatoula city Y
North Shore LA Tangipahoa Tickfaw village Y
North Shore LA St. Helena Montpelier village Y
North Shore LA Washington Franklinton town Y

Attachment 2 - 
Communities in PFSA

Instructions for Completing This Template:  
In the table below, list each community, census designated place, or other area (including tribal lands) within each 
proposed funded service area (PFSA), and the state and county where it is located. Indicate whether the community/area 
is rural or not. Above the table be sure to include your methodology for determining whether the community is rural or non-
rural. For Middle Mile projects, identify the communities/areas in which the interconnection points terminate, as well as the 
state, county, and ruralness for each. 

Be sure to list the PFSA name, state, and county, and ruralness for every community/area. Use as many rows as are 
needed. Do not merge cells or add columns to this spreadsheet.

After compiling population data from the US Census Bureau all communities listed and all surrounding communities within the North Pride project are under the required 
population of 20,000.  According to the BIP application a community will be considered Rural if the community is not located within a city, town, or incorporated area that has a 

population of greater than 20,000 inhabitatnts; or an urbanized area contiguous and adjacent to a city or town that has a population of greater than 50,000 inhabitants.  Therefore 
we have concluded all communities should be considered Rural according to BIP guidelines.

Methodology for determining whether the communities and areas identified below are rural or non-rural:



Management Collaboration 
PRIDE Network, Inc. 

 
The management team in place for PRIDE Network, Inc. (PRIDE Net) is one of the 
strongest in the U.S. With dozens of years combined experience shared together in the 
telecommunications industry, PRIDE Net’s management has a sense of vision which is 
critical to success in executing the deployment of large scale broadband projects. Each 
member of the PRIDE Net management team is well versed in large scale strategic and 
tactical project planning. This team successfully deployed long distance communications 
combining their financial, legal, and operative (switching) expertise. Together, they 
successfully developed and executed business plans to serve as a competitive local 
exchange carrier in multiple communities in Texas. This team has completed acquisitions 
of privately owned LD & CLEC entities. As technology has advanced in the 
telecommunications industry over the past three decades, this team has transitioned 
through countless next generation upgrades for operations’ system hardware. These 
upgrades systematically require company wide adoption and deployment which again the 
PRIDE Net management team has conquered with efficiency. With the progressive 
evolution and demand of our nation’s businesses and residential users for greater 
broadband capabilities, the business plan to implement fiber-to-the-user (FTTU)  
began in the year 2001. With deployment of FTTU to over 18,000 potential subscribers 
over the last decade, this team has honed its technical, legal, and financial expertise 
directly related to the “broadband” business plan. To date, the PRIDE Net management 
team has over seen numerous fiber builds and is currently in the last phases of 
construction of an $11 million FTTU build. With change, inevitably there will come 
unforeseen challenges to test the wits of even the most well prepared plan. The PRIDE 
Net management team’s greatest asset lies with the knowledge gained through experience 
suffered with broadband development.  
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Barry T. Smitherman
Chairman

Donna L. Nelson
Commissioner

Kenneth W. Anderson, Jr.
Commissioner

W. Lane Lanford
Executive Director Public Utility Commission of Texas

TO: Barbara Baldwin
PRIDE Network, Inc.
5307 West Loop 289
Lubbock, TX. 79414

Infrastructure and Reliability Division
Legal Division

Rick Perry
Governo^^',^

_ ' r., ^ ^ 3P..

vr• !^:

RE: Docket No. 37331 - Application of PRIDE Network, Inc. for a Service Provider
Certificate of Operating Authority

NOTICE OF APPROVAL

This Notice addresses the application of PRIDE Network, Inc. (Applicant) filed on

August 3, 2009, for a service provider certificate of operating authority (SPCOA) to provide

facilities-based and resale telecommunications services within the geographic area of the

entire State of Texas. The docket was processed in accordance with applicable statutes and

Commission rules. The Commission provided notice of the application to interested parties.

More than 15 days have passed since the completion of notice. No protests, motions to

intervene, or requests for hearing were filed. Applicant and the Commission Staff (Staff) are

the only parties to the proceeding. Staff recommends approval of the application, as

amended. The application, as amended, is approved.

Statutory FindinPs

1. Applicant is a Texas corporation formed on April 3, 2009, with authority to

transact business in the State of Texas.

2. Applicant's parent company is NTS Communications, Inc.

® Printed on recycled paper An Equal Opportunity Employer

1701 N. Congress Avenue PO Box 13326 Austin, TX 78711 512/936-7000 Fax: 512/936-7003 web site: www.puc.state.tx.us
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3. Pursuant to PURAl § 54.153, Applicant has less than six percent of the total

intrastate switched access minutes of use as measured by the most recent 12-

month period.

4. The name requested by Applicant for this SPCOA does not duplicate and is

not similar to a name already being used by an existing SPCOA holder.

5. Applicant's owner, NTS Communications, Inc. has authority to provide long

distance telecommunications services in Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana,

Mississippi, New Mexico, and Oklahoma.

6. Neither Applicant nor Applicant's owners or affiliates has ever had a permit,

license, or certificate denied or revoked by another state.

7. Applicant's owner, NTS Communications, Inc., and affiliate, NTS Telephone

Company, LLC, d/b/a NTS of Levelland have provided local service in Texas.

8. The application complies with PURA§ 54.154(b).

9. Pursuant to PURA §§ 54.154(b) and 54.155(b), Applicant is entitled to

approval of this application. Applicant has demonstrated the required

financial and technical qualifications to provide the proposed services and the

ability to provide the necessary quality of service to its customers.

10. Applicant is not precluded by PURA §§ 54.201 or 54.152 from providing

service under an SPCOA.

1 The Public Utility Regulatory Act, TEX. U'rtL. CODE ANN. §§ 11.001 - 66.016 (Vernon 2007 & Supp. 2008)

(PURA).
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Complaint History

11. The Office of the Texas Attorney General reported no complaints registered

against the Applicant.

12. The Commission's Customer Protection Division complaint database revealed

no complaints registered against the Applicant.

13. The Commission's Enforcement & Investigations database revealed no

outstanding notices of violation against the Applicant.

14. In Applicant's responses to the Commission's Service Quality Questionnaire,

Applicant committed to continue to meet the quality of service standards.

Ordering Paragraphs

1. The application, as amended, of PRIDE Network, Inc. for a facilities-based

and resale telecommunications SPCOA is approved.2 PRIDE Network, Inc.

is granted SPCOA No. 60844 for the geographic area of the entire State of

Texas.

2. Applicant shall comply with pertinent provisions of the federal

Telecommunications Act of 1996,3 including the procedural requirements of

FTA § 251(f)(1)(B), when seeking interconnection, services, or network

elements from a rural telephone company.

3. Applicant shall establish an access line account and submit quarterly reports

in compliance with P.U.C. SUBST. R. 26.467.

2 Administrative approval of this uncontested application has no precedential value in a future proceeding.

3 Pub. L. No. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56 (codified as amended in scattered sections of 15 and 47 U.S.C.xFTA).
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4. Applicant is bound by the requirements of P.U.C. SuBST. R. 26.111.

Applicant will provide service exclusively under the name approved by the

Commission.

5. An SPCOA certificate holder that has not provided service for a period of 12

consecutive months must provide a sworn affidavit to the Commission on an

annual basis attesting that they continue to possess the technical and financial

resources necessary to provide the level of service proposed in the initial

application. An SPCOA certificate holder that has not provided service within

48 months of being granted the certificate by the Commission, may have its

certificate suspended or revoked, as defined by P.U.C. SuBST. R. 26.114, after

due process, or undergo certification re-qualification. Applicant shall comply

with the above requirements.

6. Applicant shall file any future changes in address, contact representative,

and/or telephone numbers in an annual report with the Commission by June

30d' of each year Annual Information Reporting Requirements for a Service

Provider Certificate of Operating Authority and/or a Certificate of Operating

Authority, Project No. 27357. If the SPCOA holder has any change during the

year in the information requested in Section One of the annual report form,

then the SPCOA holder shall file an updated form correcting the information

in Section One within 30 days of the change.

7. Applicant shall provide a copy of its application and/or the Commission's

Notice of Approval, in accordance with the individual entity's requirements,

to all affected Commission on State Emergency Communications (9-1-1)

entities prior to providing service to those entities.

8. Applicant's provision of local telephone service to end-users, whether by its

own facilities, flat-rate resale, or usage sensitive loop, must also include

"9-1-1" emergency telephone service at a level required by the applicable
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regional plan followed by local telephone service providers under Chapters

771 and 772 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY

CODE ANN. §§ 771.001 et seq. (Vernon 2003) (the Code) or other applicable

law, and any applicable rules and regulations implementing those chapters.

Applicant shall diligently work with the Commission on State Emergency

Communications, local "9-1-1" entities, and any other agencies or entities

authorized by Chapters 771 and 772 of the Code to ensure that all "9-1-1"

emergency services, whether provided through the certificate holder's own

facilities, flat-rate resale, or usage sensitive loop, are provided in a manner

consistent with the applicable regional plan followed by local telephone

service providers under Chapters 771 or 772 of the Code or other applicable

law and any applicable rules and regulations implementing those chapters.

The Applicant shall diligently work with the "9-1-1" entities to pursue, in

good faith, the mutually agreed goal that the local "9-1-1" entities and

emergency service providers experience no increase in their current level of

rates and, to the extent technically feasible, no degradation in services as a

result of the certification granted herein and the involvement of the certificate

holder in the provision of "9-1-1" emergency service.

9. Applicant shall notify all affected 9-1-1 administrative entities at least 30 days

prior to activating or using a new NXX in a rate center or upon the

commencement of providing local telephone service in any rate center in

compliance with P.U.C. SUBST. R. 26.433(d)(3).

10. Applicant shall execute a separate service agreement with each 9-1-1 entity

and remit the required 9-1-1 emergency service fee to the 9-1 -1 entity

pursuant to such agreement in compliance with P.U.C. SuBST R. 26.43 5(e)(4).

11. Applicant has committed to and is bound by the quality of service

requirements set forth in the Quality of Service Questionnaire. The

underlying incumbent local exchange companies (ILECs) continue to be
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bound by the quality of service requirements contained in P.U.C. SussT.

R. 26.54. Approval of the SPCOA application does not expand the scope of

the underlying ILEC's obligation to its own customers.

12. All other motions, requests for entry of specific findings of fact and

conclusions of law, and any other requests for general or specific relief, if not

expressly granted herein, are hereby denied.

SIGNED AT AUSTIN, TEXAS the 9*-k,-- day of September 2009.

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS

IRE WNTE ONGOC:^
DIRECTOR, DOCKET MANAGEMENT
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Cisco Systems, Inc.  
170 West Tasman Drive 
San Jose, CA 95134 
 
www.cisco.com 

 

August 7, 2009 

 

 

NTS Communications 
5307 W. Loop 289 

Lubbock, TX 79414-1610 

 

 

Dear Milton, 

In response to your request to reference Cisco in your application for funding under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), we are pleased to be part of this exciting 
initiative. We know that choosing the right vendor and solution are critical to the success of your 
project and your funding request. 

We encourage you to reference our proposed solution in your application to the Rural Utility 
Service (RUS) Broadband Initiatives Program (BIP). While Cisco’s proposed pricing and 
commercial terms remain confidential, we hereby grant permission for NTS to reference our 
products and/or quoted solution in your application—including product names, capabilities, and 
architectural diagrams.  Cisco also grants you the right to use the Cisco logo to the extent it 
appears on architectural diagrams.  

We are honored to be part of your project plans and application proposal to the NTIA and/or RUS 
Stimulus Programs. 
 
Respectfully, 

 

Mary Todd 
Cisco Account Manager 
Phone: 408-424-5758 
e-Mail: mstodd@cisco.com 
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