
 

© USDA 2020 Version 12/7/2020 – Subject to Change.    Page 1 of 9 
 
 USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

USDA URLA 
Lender Test Cases for Open Readiness Testing 
USDA Guaranteed Underwriting System Lender Test Environment (GUS LTE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Version 12/7/2020 – Subject to Change 



 

© USDA 2020 Version 12/7/2020 – Subject to Change.    Page 2 of 9 
 
 USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 

Contents 

Contents ............................................................................................................................................................................. 2 

USDA Arching Details .................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Recommended USDA Test Cases .............................................................................................................................. 4 

1  Narrative for Test Case URLA-LC01:  New Construction – Two Borrowers with Dependents .. 4 

2  Narrative for Test Case URLA-LC02:  Two Borrower Refinance (USDA-TO-USDA Loan) ............ 6 

3  Narrative for Test Case URLA-LC03:  Two Borrower Retained Investment Property .................... 8 

 

  



 

© USDA 2020 Version 12/7/2020 – Subject to Change.    Page 3 of 9 
 
 USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 

USDA Arching Details 

This section denotes arching expectations of our USDA approved lender’s organic testing and the new 
GUS Lender Test Environment (GUS LTE). Testing includes access to TEST eAuthentication accounts, 
test security management (LTE AASM) and GUS LTE.   

Test access will allow lenders to designate test users and simulate new GUS LTE file imports of a FNMA 
DU MISMO 3.4 v1.8.1 test XML file and/or manual entry of such applications - in support of the new 
Uniform Residential Loan Application (URLA) mandate that will become effective March 1, 2021.   

Expected Test Results 

Please remember to: 
Use the USDA “Lender Test Checklist” 
to report your overall test results and 
supply that information to your USDA 
systems integration test support team at 
SFHGSystemIntegration@usda.gov 

Use only mock test data in this USDA 
GUS LTE application (required) Fannie 
Mae test cases for DU MISMO 3.4 v1.8.1 
changes, please see 
https://www.fanniemae.com/content/pract
ice_case/test-credit-report-procedures.pdf  

Some LOS providers may have 
additional SSN use restrictions. Please 
know your vendor expectations as well. 

Please do not use TEST social security 
numbers that start with 000 or have 00 
in the middle, they will fail the GUS LTE 
HUD service call due to HUD test 
environment design limitations.   

Cross reference the USDA materials 
provided to successfully gain security 
access to USDA LTE, and to troubleshoot 
import messages. Email 
SFHGSystemIntegration@usda.gov if you 
are unable to determine XLM failure code. 

eAuthentication to the USDA TEST Environment 
 Validated successful creation, registration, and entry into the TEST 

eAuthentication system (if prompted do not verify your identity - 
“remind me later” at all times) 

 Validated successful LTE AASM Test User Setup 
 Confirmed browser capability for all related application pages, both 

test eAuthentication and LTE AASM 

USDA Lender Test Environment (LTE) for GUS User Testing 
 Confirmed successful access to GUS LTE and browser compatibility, 

per tester and role 
 Confirmed ability to successfully import your lender LOS/POS XML file 
 Validated data accurately populated to the correct pages and fields 
 Confirmed the ability to manually create an application, and run pre-

eligibility check (property and income eligibility) 
 Confirmed the ability to manually update/edit fields on all pages, 

pending test role 
 Validated the ability to run services within GUS (i.e. CAIVRS, Credit,) 
 Validated successful preliminary underwriting submission 
 Confirmed ability to view findings, includes print/save  
 Validated successful final underwriting (final submission) 
 Confirmed ability to upload of required documents, includes the 

ability to retrieve/view/save listed documents 
 Confirmed Form 3555-21 auto-populated based on application data 

and data presented accurately mapped to the application, as well as 
could print and/or save 

 Confirmed ability to withdraw loan applications 
 Confirmed ability to search for individual loan applications 
 Validated application status appears as expected 
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Recommended USDA Test Cases 

These are the suggested test cases with focus on USDA test iterations and the use of Fannie Mae test 
data. Please select the cases that best fit your organization. We recommend you:  

 Conduct limited negative testing (failure to import, etc.) as a best practice.   
 Conduct both XML file import as well as manual application creation. 
 Conduct loan application updates after a successful file import.  
 Conduct service calls testing with application changes as well.  
 Ensure your ability to correct XML files for import where necessary. 

1 Narrative for Test Case URLA-LC01:  
New Construction – Two Borrowers with Dependents 

This test case shows how to collect information on the redesigned URLA forms, create an XML 
submission file to GUS for  

 a two-borrower purchase of a one-unit property, that  
 meets USDA property and income eligibility, where 

Key Loan Characteristics 

 Mortgage Type is USDA Rural Development (USDARuralDevelopment)  
 Fixed – 30 Year  
 1 Unit - Attached  
 New Construction  
 Primary Residence 
 Property Address – within your lending footprint and within USDA property eligibility 
 Borrower Name – use FNMA Test Case 
 Annual Income Amount – within USDA income eligibility limit 
 Four (4) Dependents  

1.1 Other Data Elements Stressed in the Test Case 
 Qualifying the Borrower for a New Construction Property  
 At least one borrower lives in a Community Property State (if in your lending footprint) 
 Investment property with a rental income and an existing mortgage for the property 
 Lender credit is applied 
 One (1) Borrower is self-employed with a monthly income loss reported 
 Leasehold 
 At least one liability that is omitted  
 At least one liability that is paid off 
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 Current residence is less than 2yrs 

1.2 Section 1:  Borrower Information  
A couple is relocating after only living at their current home for less than a year, with their four 
children, and have decided to buy a home in a new development. Both borrowers are employed and 
satisfied both income and property eligibility. Take note, that one borrower is self-employed and 
reporting a loss. 

1.3 Section 2:  Financial Information – Assets and Liabilities 
The borrowers have assets and liabilities. One liability will be paid off before closing and another will 
be omitted. 

1.4 Section 3:  Financial Information – Real Estate 
The borrowers currently own an investment property with a rental income. They have a mortgage loan 
on the property. 

1.5 Section 4:  Loan and Property Information 
The borrowers look to purchase a new construction, single-family attached house, not in a project or 
Planned Unit Development. The property is a leasehold. They do not have any other mortgages on the 
property. The borrowers will not receive any gifts or grants for this loan.    

1.6 Section 5 Declarations, Section 6 Acknowledgements and Agreements, 
Section 7 Military Service, Section 8 Demographics, and Section 9 Loan 
Originator 

All the declarations were answered, borrowers have signed the loan application, and have provided 
their ethnicity, sex, race, and military information.  

1.7 Lender Loan Information 
The Mortgage Company offered a 30-year fixed rate mortgage. The borrowers will receive a lender 
credit towards this loan.  
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2 Narrative for Test Case URLA-LC02:  
Two Borrower Refinance (USDA-TO-USDA Loan) 

The purpose of this test case is to show how to collect information on the redesigned URLA forms and 
create an XML submission file to GUS for  

 a two-borrower refinance of a one-unit property, that 
 meets USDA property and income eligibility    

Key Loan Characteristics 

 Mortgage Type is USDA Rural Development (USDARuralDevelopment) 
 Fixed – 30 Year 
 1 Unit - Detached 
 Refinance 
 Primary Residence 
 Property Address – within your lending footprint and within USDA property eligibility 
 Borrower Name – use FNMA Test Case 
 Annual Income Amount – within USDA income eligibility limit 
 No dependents or additional household members   

2.1 Other Data Elements Stressed in the Test Case 
 One (1) borrower is receiving income from other sources 
 One (1) borrower’s current employment is less than 2 years, previous employment history is 

included   
 Numerous liabilities with different account types 
 The borrowers are refinancing their current mortgage for a lower rate  
 Demographic – Do not wish to provide 

2.2 Section 1:  Borrower Information  
After years of owning the subject property, the borrowers have decided to refinance their USDA 
mortgage to obtain a lower rate. One of the borrowers receives additional income from other sources 
and the other borrower’s current employment is less than 2 years, previous employment is necessary. 

2.3 Section 2:  Financial Information – Assets and Liabilities 
The borrowers have assets and numerous liabilities to report. 

2.4 Section 3:  Financial Information – Real Estate 
The borrowers currently own real estate. 
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2.5 Section 4:  Loan and Property Information 
The borrowers are refinancing a single-family detached house that is not in a project or Planned Unit 
Development. They do not have any other new mortgages on the property and no calculated rental 
income. They will not receive gifts or grants for this loan.  

2.6 Section 5 Declarations, Section 6 Acknowledgements and Agreements, 
Section 7 Military Service, Section 8 Demographics, and Section 9 Loan 
Originator 

All the declarations were answered, the borrowers have signed the loan application, and provided their 
military information. The borrowers did not wish to provide ethnicity, sex, or race information. The 
Loan Originator has also added their information. 

2.7 Lender Loan Information 
The Mortgage Loan company offered a 30-year fixed rate mortgage. 
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3 Narrative for Test Case URLA-LC03:  
Two Borrower Retained Investment Property 

The purpose of this test case is to show how to collect information on the redesigned 
URLA forms and create an XML submission file to GUS for  

 a two-borrower purchase of a one-unit property, that 
 meets USDA property and income eligibility.    

Key Loan Characteristics 

 Mortgage Type is USDA Rural Development (USDARuralDevelopment) 
 Fixed – 30 Year 
 1 Unit - Attached 
 Purchase 
 Primary Residence 
 Property Address – within your lending footprint and within USDA property eligibility 
 Borrower Name – use FNMA Test Case 
 Annual Income Amount – within USDA income eligibility limit 
 One (1) Minor Dependent 

3.1 Other Data Elements Stressed in the Test Case 
 Borrower scenario contains as many data points as possible 
 Gifts and/or grants  
 Earnest money credit 
 Finance the Upfront USDA fee 
 Military – Currently Serving Active with expiration date 

3.2 Section 1:  Borrower Information  
After years of renting, an unmarried couple has decided to purchase a home to share with their 
teenage child. Both borrowers are employed and satisfied both income and property eligibility. 

3.3 Section 2:  Financial Information – Assets and Liabilities 
The borrowers have multiple assets and liabilities of varying types.    

3.4 Section 3:  Financial Information – Real Estate 
The borrowers own a property that is currently used as an investment, they cannot live in the rental 
due to location. They will continue to rent the property after the purchase of the subject property. 
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3.5 Section 4:  Loan and Property Information 
The borrowers searched and found a single-family attached house. The property is a condominium. 
The borrowers have accepted two gifts from separate sources for this loan.   

3.6 Section 5 Declarations, Section 6 Acknowledgements and Agreements, 
Section 7 Military Service, Section 8 Demographics, and Section 9 Loan 
Originator 

All the declarations were answered, the borrowers have signed the loan application, and 
provided ethnicity, sex, race, and military information. One borrower currently serves in the military 
with an expiration date. The loan originator has also provided their information. 

3.7 Lender Loan Information 
The Mortgage company offered a 30-year fixed rate mortgage. The borrowers will finance the Upfront 
USDA fee and will need to bring funds to the closing table.   
   
The borrowers will receive a seller credit of $500, another credit of $500 and discount points equal to 
$150.   
 
 
 


