
D I R E C T O R Y  C O N T E N T  

• State Director Staff 

• Community Programs  Staff 

• Rural Business & Cooperative 

Programs Staff 

• Single Family Housing 

Programs Staff 

• Multi-Family Housing 

Programs Staff 

• National/Regional Staff 

 Permanent Duty Station = PDS 
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S T A T E  D I R E C T O R  S T A F F   

T a m m i  S c h o n e  

Public Affairs Specialist  
tammi.schone@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 352-1102 

PDS:  Huron 

J o n  S c h m i d t  

Civil Engineer 
jon.schmidt@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 937-4760 

PDS:  Sioux Falls 

P r e n t i c e  W e a v e r  

State Staff Appraiser 
prentice.weaver@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 937-4761 

PDS:  Sioux Falls 

J u l i e  G r o s s  

State Director 
julie.gross@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 352-1101 

Cell:  (605) 530-5353 

PDS:  HURON 

K e n  L y n c h  

Native American Coordinator 
ken.lynch@usda.gov 
Serves all counties. 

Phone:  (605) 824-3626 

PDS:  Aberdeen 
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T i m  P o t t s  

Program Director 
tim.potts@usda.gov 

B r i a n  R i n g  

Specialist 
brian.ring@usda.gov 
Serves Corson, Dewey, Hughes, Jones, Lyman, Mellette, Potter,  
Stanley, Sully, Todd, Tripp, and Ziebach Counties.  

D i a n e  S i e p e r d a  

Specialist 
diane.sieperda@usda.gov 
Serves Brookings, Clark, Clay, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, 
Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, Minnehaha, Moody, Turner, Union, and 
Yankton Counties. 

Phone:  (605) 858-6678 

Cell:  (605) 530-5332 

PDS:  Rapid City 

Phone:  (605) 301-3411 

PDS:  Pierre 

PHONE:  ((605) 937-4773 

PDS:  Sioux Falls 

C O M M U N I T Y  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F  

V a l e r i e  J e n s e n  

Specialist 
valerie.jensen@usda.gov 
Serves Brown, Campbell, Day, Edmunds, Faulk, Marshall, McPherson, 

Roberts, Spink, and Walworth Counties. 

PHONE:  (605) 824-3624 

PDS:  Aberdeen 

A u s t i n  C l a e y s  

Specialist 
austin.claeys@usda.gov 
Serves Aurora, Beadle, Bon Homme, Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix, 
Davison, Douglas, Gregory, Hand, Hanson, Hutchinson, Jerauld, 
McCook, Miner, and Sanborn Counties.  

Phone:  (605) 299-3349 

PDS:  Mitchell 
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C O M M U N I T Y  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F  -  C O N T I N U E D  

G a b y  B a s s e t t  

Technician 
gaby.bassett@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 858-6701 

PDS:  Rapid City 

D y l a n  T r a m p  

Specialist 
dylan.tramp@usda.gov 
Serves Bennett, Butte, Custer, Fall River, Haakon, Harding, Jackson, 
Lawrence, Meade, Oglala Lakota, Pennington, and Perkins Counties.  

Phone:  (605) 858-6679 

PDS:  Rapid City 

L i n d a  S a l t e r  O c h s n e r  

Specialist 
linda.ochsner@usda.gov 
 

Phone:  (605) 352-1111 

PDS:  Huron 

K a t i e  H a m m e r  

Loan Specialist 
katie.hammer@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 858-6701 

PDS:  Rapid City 

T o r i a n  M i t c h e l l  

Technician 
torian.mitchell@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 824-3627 

PDS:  Aberdeen 
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C l a r k  G u t h m i l l e r  

Acting Rural Business & Cooperative Programs Director 
clark.guthmiller@usda.gov 
Serves Campbell, Corson, Dewey, Haakon, Hughes, Jones, Mellette, Potter, 
Stanley, Sully, Todd, Walworth, and Ziebach Counties and Bennett, Butte, 
Custer, Fall River, Harding, Jackson, Lawrence, Meade, Oglala, Lakota, Perkins, 
and Pennington Counties.  

PHONE:  (605) 301-3409 

PDS:  Pierre 

R U R A L  B U S .  &  C O O P .  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F  

C a y l a  H O L L E M A N  

Specialist 
cayla.holleman@usda.gov 
Serves Beadle, Brookings, Clark, Deuel, and Kingsbury Counties.  

Phone:  (605) 299-3357 

PDS:  Mitchell 

G a r y  W e d e l  

Specialist 
gary.wedel@usda.gov 
Serves Aurora, Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix, Davison, Douglas, Faulk, 
Gregory, Hand, Hanson, Hyde, Jerauld, Lake, Lyman, McCook, Miner, 
Sanborn, Spink, and Tripp Counties.  

PHONE:  (605) 299-3339 

PDS:  Mitchell 

C a r o l y n  B l o o d g o o d  

Technician 
carolyn.bloodgood@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 352-1144 

PDS:  Huron 

L a n c e  L o c k w o o d  

Specialist  
lance.lockwood@usda.gov 
Serves Bennett, Butte, Custer, Fall River, Haakon, Harding, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Meade, Oglala, Pennington, and Perkins Counties.  

PHONE:  (605) 858-6681 

PDS:  Rapid City 
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U S D A  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

J i m  R y d e l l  

Specialist 
jim.rydell@usda.gov 
Serves Bon Homme, Charles Mix, Clay, Douglas, Gregory, Hutchinson, 
Tripp, Yankton, and Union Counties. 

Phone:  (605) 655-3519 

PDS:  Yankton 

R U R A L  B U S .  &  C O O P .  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F  

S u s a n  E n g l a n d  

Specialist 
susan.england@usda.gov 
Serves Bennett, Butte, Campbell, Corson, Custer, Dewey, Fall River, Haakon, 
Harding, Hughes, Jackson, Jones, Lawrence, Meade, Mellette, Oglala, 
Pennington, Perkins, Potter, Stanley, Sully, Todd, Walworth, and Ziebach 
Counties.   

Phone:  (605) 858-6677 

PDS:  Rapid City 

V i c k i e  M o e s  

Specialist 
vickie.moes@usda.gov 
Serves Brown, Clark, Codington, Day, Deuel, Edmunds, Faulk, Grant, 
Hamlin, Marshall, McPherson, Roberts, and Spink Counties.  

PHONE:  (605) 884-7437 

PDS:  Watertown 

K e v i n  S t r i c k l e r  

Housing Program Director 

kevin.strickler@usda.gov 
Serves Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Miner, 
Minnehaha, Moody, and Turner Counties. 

Phone:  (605) 937-4774 

PDS:  Sioux Falls 

M U L T I - F A M I L Y  H O U S I N G  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F  

U S D A  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

T e r e s a  U r b a n  

Loan Technician 
carolyn.bloodgood@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 352-1141 

PDS:  Huron 
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S O U T H  D A K O T A  

M U L T I - F A M I L Y  H O U S I N G  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F  -  C O N T I N U E D  

K a r e n  G e o r g e  

Specialist 
karen.george@usda.gov 
Serves Aurora, Beadle, Brule, Buffalo, Davison, Hand, Hanson, Hyde, Jerauld, 
Lyman, and Sanborn Counties. 

Phone:  (605) 299-3340 

PDS:  Mitchell 

G a y l e  B e s c h  

Technician 
gayle.besch@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 858-6680 

PDS:  Rapid City 

L o r e l l e  D e u t e r  

Specialist 
lorelle.deuter@usda.gov 
Serves: 

PHONE:  (605) 299-3335 

PDS:  Mitchell 

P a u l a  N i e h u s  

Specialist 
paula.niehus@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 352-1118 

PDS:  Huron 

J a m i e  C h r i s t i a n s e n - L e h m a n  

Specialist  
jamie.christiansen@usda.gov 
Serves all counties. 

 
PHONE:  (605) 937-4776 

PDS:  Sioux Falls 
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U S D A  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

S h a n n o n  K l e i n s a s s e r  

Specialist - Direct (Team Lead) 
shannon.kleinsasser@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 937-4775 

PDS:  Sioux Falls 

M U L T I - F A M I L Y  H O U S I N G  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F   

R o x a n n e  W o o d r i n g  

Specialist - Direct 
roxanne.woodring@usda.gov 
Serves Beadle, Brown, Campbell, Corson, Day, Dewey, Edmunds, Faulk, 
Marshall, McPherson, Potter, Roberts, Spink, Walworth, and Ziebach 
Counties. 

Phone:  (605) 824-3623 

PDS:  Aberdeen 

K e v i n  S t r i c k l e r  

Housing Program Director 

kevin.strickler@usda.gov 
Serves Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Miner, 
Minnehaha, Moody, and Turner Counties.  

Phone:  (605) 937-4774 

PDS:  Sioux Falls 

U S D A  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

S I N G L E - F A M I L Y  H O U S I N G  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F   

V i c k i e  H a m p t o n  

Technician 
vickie.hampton@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 352-1103 

PDS:  Huron 
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D o n n a  P l u c k e r  

Specialist - Direct 
donna.plucker@usda.gov 
Serves  

Phone:  (605) 884-7442 

PDS:  Watertown 

G r a d y  O l s o n  

Assistant 
grady.olson@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 301-3412 

PDS:  Pierre 

S I N G L E  F A M I L Y  H O U S I N G  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F –  C O N T .  

R u t h  O ’ N e i l l  

Specialist - Direct 
ruth.oneill@usda.gov 
Serves Bennett, Butte, Custer, Fall River, Haakon, Harding, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Meade, Oglala, Pennington, and Perkins Counties.  

PHONE:  (605) 858-6682 

PDS:  Rapid City 

A p r i l  N o r t o n  

Specialist - Direct 
april.norton@usda.gov 
Serves Aurora, Bon Homme, Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix, Clay, Davison, 
Douglas, Gregory, Hand, Hanson, Hughes, Hutchinson, Hyde, Jerauld, Jones, 
Lyman, McCook, Mellette, Sanborn, Stanley, Sully, Todd, Tripp, Turner, 

Union and Yankton Counties. 

Phone:  (605) 299-3336 

PDS:  Mitchell 
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U S D A  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

S I N G L E  F A M I L Y  H O U S I N G  P R O G R A M S  S T A F F  -  C O N T I N U E D  

P e g g y  R y a n  

Technician - Direct 
peggy.ryan@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 301-3407 

PDS:  Pierre 

M e l i s a  B y r n e  

Technician - Direct 
melisa.byrne@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 858-6667 

PDS:  Rapid City 

U S D A  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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C h r i s t i n e  S o r e n s e n  

Midwest Regional Community Economic Development Coordinator 
(Innovation Center) 
christine.sorensen@usda.gov 

Phone:  (202) 568-9832 

PDS:  Pierre 

N A T I O N A L / R E G I O N A L  S T A F F  

M i c h e l l e  C o l s o n  

Rural Utilities Service - Electric Program - Supervisory  
General Field Representative 
michelle.colson@usda.gov 

Cell:  (701) 629-2585 

PDS:  Pierre 

T h o m a s  L .  J o n e s  

Rural Utilities Service - Electric Program - General Field Representative 
tom.jones@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 633-0103 

PDS:  Brookings 

T i m  B o h a n  

Rural Utilities Service - Electric Program - General Field Representative 
tim.bohan@usda.gov 

Phone:  (701) 222-0682 

PDS:  Bismarck, ND 

P a t  H e m e n  

General Field Representative 
Rural Utilities Service—Telecommunications 
pat.hemen@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 968-1582 

PDS:  Huron 
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J i m  H a f n e r  

Midwest Regional Civil Rights Team Lead (Civil Rights)  
jim.hafner@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 352-1134 

PDS:  Huron 

K a y  D a u g h e r t y  

Associate Enterprise Director (Enterprise Office)  
kay.daugherty@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 352-1105 

Cell:  (605) 530-5339 

PDS:  Huron 

B U S I N E S S  C E N T E R  

H a l l y  W i t t e  

Acting Associate Enterprise Director (Management Services Division II 
Branch 8) 
hally.witte@usda.gov 

PHONE:  (605) 352-1104 

PDS:  Huron 

T e r i  B e r t n e s s  

Senior Human Resources Specialist (Human Resources)  
teri.bertness@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 352-1108 or (605) 996-1564, Ext. 103 

PDS:  Virtual 

N A T I O N A L / R E G I O N A L  S T A F F  

U S D A  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

T a m a r a  H a k l  

Mail & File Assistant (Enterprise Services)  
tamara.hakl@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 655-3518 

PDS:  Yankton 



S O U T H  D A K O T A  
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N A T I O N A L / R E G I O N A L  S T A F F  

D a n a  K l e i n s a s s e r  

Supervisor (SFH Guaranteed Program) 
dana.kleinsasser@usda.gov 

Phone:  (605) 352-1157 

PDS:  Huron 

C r a i g  J o h n s o n  

Specialist (SFH Guaranteed Program) 
craig.johnson@usda.gov 
 

Phone:  (605) 937-4777 

PDS:  Sioux Falls 

S t e p h a n i e  W o o d  

Specialist (SFH Guaranteed Program) 
stephanie.wood@usda.gov 
 

Phone:  (605) 824-3625 

PDS:  Aberdeen 
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O F F I C E  L O C A T I O N S  

A b e r d e e n  A r e a  O f f i c e  

524 Enterprise Street, South, Suite 100 

Aberdeen, SD  57401 

S t a t e  O f f i c e  

200 4th Street SW 

Federal Building, Room 210 

Huron, SD  57350 

M i t c h e l l  A r e a  O f f i c e  

1820 North Kimball, Suite C 

Mitchell, SD  57301-1114 

P i e r r e  A r e a  O f f i c e  

1717 N. Lincoln Avenue, Suite 102 

Pierre, SD  57501 

Phone:  (605) 352-1100 

Fax:  (855) 262-1940 

Phone:  (605) 226-3360, Ext 4 

Fax:  (855) 262-1939 

Phone:  (605) 996-1564, Ext. 4 

Fax:  (855) 262-1941 

PHONE:  (605) 224-8870, Ext. 4 

Fax:  (855) 262-1942 
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S i o u x  F a l l s  A r e a  O f f i c e  

2408 East Benson Road 

Sioux Falls, SD  57104 

R a p i d  C i t y  A r e a  O f f i c e  

414 East Stumer Road 

Rapid City, SD 57701 

 

W a t e r t o w n  A r e a  O f f i c e  

1720 4th Street NE, Suite 2 

Watertown, SD  57201 

Y a n k t o n  A r e a  O f f i c e  

2914 Broadway 

Yankton, SD  57078 

Phone:  (605) 342-0301, Ext. 4 

Fax:  (855) 262-1943 

Phone:  (605) 330-4515, Ext. 4 

Fax:  (855) 262-1944 

Phone:  (605) 886-8202, Ext. 4 

Fax:  (855) 262-1945 

PHONE:  (605) 665-2662, Ext. 4 

Fax:  (855) 262-1938 

O F F I C E  L O C A T I O N S  -  C O N T I N U E D  



Phone: 605-352-1100 

Fax: 855-262-1940 

E-mail: tammi.schone@sd.usda.gov 

Website:  www.rd.usda.gov/sd 

Twitter:  @RD_South Dakota 

USDA Rural Development 

200 4th Street SW 

Federal Building, Room 210 

Huron, SD  57350 

USDA Rural 
Development 

 

R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider , employer and lender. 


