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STAKEHOLDER ANNOUNCEMENT 

USDA Seeks Applications for Loans and Grants to Support Rural Microenterprises  

WASHINGTON, Dec. 16, 2020 – United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Deputy Under Secretary 
for Rural Development Bette Brand today invited applications for loan and grants to support rural 
microenterprises.  

The funding is being provided through USDA’s Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program (RMAP).  

RMAP provides loans and grants to a non-profit entity, tribe or institution of higher education as a 
Microenterprise Development Organization (MDO) to establish revolving loan funds to provide loans to rural 
microloan borrowers and micro entrepreneurs, or to provide training and technical assistance to micro 
entrepreneurs. To be eligible for a loan from an MDO, an ultimate recipient must be a business with 10 or fewer 
full-time employees and be located in a non-metropolitan rural area with a population of 50,000 or less. 

USDA encourages applications that will support recommendations made in the Report to the President of the 
United States from the Task Force on Agriculture and Rural Prosperity (PDF, 5.4 MB) to help improve life in 
rural America.  Applications are being accepted in the Rural Development State Office where the project is 
located in either a paper or electronic format.  

Applicants are encouraged to consider projects that provide measurable results in helping rural communities 
build robust and sustainable economies through strategic investments. Key strategies include: 

• Achieving e-Connectivity for Rural America 
• Developing the Rural Economy 
• Harnessing Technological Innovation 
• Supporting a Rural Workforce 
• Improving Quality of Life     

For additional information and for application deadlines, see page 81445 of the December 16 Federal Register. 

If you’d like to subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit our GovDelivery subscriber page.  
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https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-microentrepreneur-assistance-program
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rural-prosperity-report.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rural-prosperity-report.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-12-16/pdf/2020-27627.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDARD/subscriber/new?email=&commit=Sign+Up
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