[-236-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

Mr. Scoft Ek July 15, 2009 website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on

Office of Energy Security and Energy Facility Planning . . .. .
85 77 Place Eost, Suffe 500 the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

5t. Paul, MN 55101-2198 . .
publication.

Cec:  Ms. Stephanie Strength
Environmental Protection Specialist
USDA, Rural Utilities Service
1400 independence Avenue S.W Stop 1571
Washington DC 20250-1571

Dear Sirs -

This letter Is being written in objection to the proposed reroute / or use of the alternate roule
published recently for the CapX2020 project. As it understood. the reroute of the CopX2020 Brocking
to Hampton line will bring the 200 foot towers within 1/2 mile barmier of Sky Harbor Alrpark (1MNS)
located in Webster MN. This private/public airport houses over 70 registered aircraft and operates as
one of Minnesota largest in terms of aircraft on field aircraft.

The proposed alternate route places these towers Rirectly into the Published Alrport Traffic Pattern of
the stotes largest residential airpark. We as aviators recognize this as both a significant and
unacceptable risk fo lives by placing these lines in such close proximity to operating aircraft such as
Ultra lights, Hot Air Balloons, Light Singles, and other low performance aircraft.

Addifionally, it should be noted thiat per both FAA and Minnesota Regulations, any such
development within a the navigable airspace as presented in Federal Aviafion Regulations, 14 CFR
Part 77 would and does require federal review and review of the existing state and local cirspace
regulations. As listed in FAA Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5190-4A. Model Zoning Ordinance to Umit
Height of Objects Around Alrports | believe that the proposed alfernate rerouting has not addressed
these crilical safely issues to navigable airspoce around 1MNS, Minnescta Sky Harbor Airport,

It is the purpose of this letter 1o convey both the donger and the hazard to navigation that these
towers would impose upon one of the states largest aircraft bases. On a personal basis, | do not

believe this to be in Webster, MN, Rice County, orit's residence best interast and would like fo add
my official objection to this project.

Respectfully Submitted
Racholt ?_.M Hlepprih

Sky Harbor Alrpark
Webster, MN 55088
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[-237-001

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

[-237-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to recreational

resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.

[-237-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts resulting from

construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be
addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.
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[-237-004
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.
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We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by-3saB=29;2009. Your comments help in the p1ann|ng and implementation of
the project. Thank you. I,-'ag a5

Completing this form will automatically ad& you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below. )

. tdo not wish to be on the pmjecf mailing list

Which meetlng did you attend? ‘Q_m i

Please check the following issues that are lﬁpor‘tant to you for transmission Ilrﬁf;ﬁj

& Project Purpose and Need

' Visual / Aesthetic resources
Zroximity to residences
“.use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
ces (floodplains, river crossings)
-ources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
.ioric and cultural sites
R;:-zdio or television interference
s Noise
Health and safety
Other;

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of

this project?
(\CL/__‘] alstre \

Hampton = Rochester » La Crosse 345 kV.Transmission Project
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[-223-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-223-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF, visual resources,
socioeconomic issues including property values, rare species, and
agricultural resources will all be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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If you own property. in one of the proposed comdors, please indicate all 1he exlstmg uses
of your property below:. . " &

[ conservation Easement

E Agricutture _ Re_sidenﬁal
Industrial [l Other:

@ Commercial

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.
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In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recre:
ect.) in the Project area and why?
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[-238-001
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
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.In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed? -
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Hlease tell us how to reach you.
%ONTACT INFOR?ION
'Name: )

Z&&\ QS

Representing {Optional): \

Mailing Address: 370 ® De\m\kamq_ G ME

City: {3\’5 o State: _ Ywa/ Zip Code:5 590
Daytime Phone (Optional): 56 7- 7738

Public participation for the Federal, Minne , and Wi in permi will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you srgn up for the maiﬂﬂg list, you
~ will be notified when opportunities to participate are'being planned.
. Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-238 Zahasky, Katie
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1-239-001
1-239-004

1-239-005

£333-982

Gary Peters
Annette Peters
2779 450" Street
Kenyon, MN 55846

July 3, 2009

RE: CapX 2020
To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is being sent to you because we are concerned about the proposed
CapX 2020 project that may be coming through Minnesota. Our property Is in
the area for the Hampton-Rochester-Lacrosse 345 KV Transmission Project.
Our home is located in Section 28 of Holden Township in Goodhue County,
Minnesota. Our property is residential and sits on approximately 3.50 acres. We
live in a rural agricultural community. Our home is surrounded by farm fields a
small woods that is home to deer, wild turkeys and a wide variety of other
wildlife. LinE :

The various power companies involved in this project have been providing data
showing the increased demand for power through 2004 and thus the need for
this project. However, the data for the years after 2004 show that there is an
actual decrease in usage. Our hope is that alt altematives to this massive
project have been studied and fairly evaluated. This project will stretch from the
Dakotas through Minnesota and Wisconsin. The transmission lines are said to
lose 30% of the power they are carrying. They propose to use coal. We seem to
be making strides in conservation and in using renewable resources to produce
energy. Is a project of this magnitude really the best solution?

As we stated before, ours is an agricultural community and our township and
county are dedicated to keeping our family farms and our agricultural base. The
acres of land that will be taken for right of ways if this project is approved is
astounding. There are also small woods and stands of trees that will suffer if
these huge lines are allowed to come through our state. Transmission lines will
mar the beauty of the area, drive down property values, cause potential heaith
threats, and cause various problems that farms will need to “work around” for
years to come. Becoming a corridor for transmission lines (for which we see no
direct benefit) is not something we or anyone else | know wants. | was told that
height of the poles for these lines will be approximately the height of the Statu
of Liberty! .

The proposed route though our toWnship appears to be very close to many
homes. We know that these power lines can be harmful to both people and

1-239 Peters, Gary and Annette
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[-239-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-239-002

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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1-239-007 |
1-235-008

1-239-009

£339:019 |

1-239-003

wildlife but still do not know the full effect of long term exposure. We know it
interferes with various electrical and GPS systems, etc. We were informed at
one meeting we attended that farmers may need to ground their machinery when
working around these lines. We also understand that it can interfere with radio
and television transmission.

| have read many of the comments submitted by others regarding this project
and | have heard many others speak at previous.meetings. The reasons for not
wanting these lines in our area are the same reasons others do not want them in
theirareas; including the effect on our property values. We don’t want the view
from our homes to be massive transmission lines. There is no compensation for
those living near the lines and no amount of money would suffice for the loss we
would incur in so many ways. .

We hope that anoiher solution can be found so none of us will have to have
these huge transmission lines near our homes. . However, we know that the
power companies involved as well state and local governments will prosper from
this project and fear that it will be approved. If this project is approved we hope
that the least invasive route would be used.. We appreciate attempts to siay
away from homes when possible, but these lines will still be very close to many
homes. Also, is taking this valuable rural land really the best answer? If the
project goes forward we feel that the most logical route is not through Holden
Township and Highway 56 or Highway 60. The other route goes along Highway
52. Homes in this area would be further from the line. It would also seem fo be
a shorter and thus less expensive route to use. This route is also more industrial
and commercial than the route along Highways 56 and 60.

Sincerely,

Gary & Annette Peters

Ié(:g,gz
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[-239-003

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-239-004
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-239-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-239-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-239-007

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-239-008

Your comment has been noted. Interference with electrical equipment
caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual
landowners if the problem arises.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-239-009

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[-239-010

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-239-011

Your comment has been noted.RUS anticipates that the CapX2020
Utilities would pay for land rights based on an independent appraisal and
will work with property owners to negotiate easement payments after the
permitting process.

Potential impacts to social and economic resources will be addressed in
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement which will be available on the
RUS website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments
on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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We need your input, Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by . 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

1 do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend?

Please check thé following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
w\ Project Purpose and Need
[E visual / Aesthetic resources
Proximity to residences
M Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
[ Water resources (ficodplains, river crossings)
[l Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites
Radio or television interference
Noise
$ Health and safety
Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

1-240-003| “fh. ,\{ﬁfﬂ Lor ~\\\Iv\.§- life ‘H,l_f‘ig?._

Hampton « Rochester « La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below: :

@- Agriculture Conservation Easement

ﬁ Residential

Cammercial Industrial Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

d\;lsi‘al Vct“ﬂ?l_. R,  Gale \mu_;ll__ Brees o% —
Arees gonc A e lost, woidd ke inS._S.___,__.,____,__.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?
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[-240-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-240-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
guality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-240-003

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
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- _ [-240-004
ey : Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detall, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project

adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed? Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
ne é 3[ e Y
o~

20004 N, The - - . ) http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

Ve Creusing !
J

Please tell us how to reach you..
CONTACT INFORMATION

Michoae \  Batz e

Representing {Optional):

Mailing Address: _ 198 Cowne ;;kggg RS
City: AV (}\Q v \GR State: (5 > L Zip Code:

Daytime Phone (Optional}: ) . 53076

Name:

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wiscansin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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: [-241-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the . H : : :
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form http.//www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/els.htm. These criteria and routing
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

the project. Thank you. . . L .
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

Completing this form will automaticalty add you to fling list. If fer to nat be on th . o
AR o S v willmiomadu Y Ry (2 DaRTTieTing Sel. il JROMIFES. O o th utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

mailing list, please check the box below.

| do nat wish to be on the project mailing list
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting. the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

Which meeting did you attend? /j/(/)uz-

Project Purpose and Need - publication.
Visual / Aesthetic resources '

Proximity to residences

[-241-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts from noise and to
wildlife and human health and safety will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildfife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

Noise

Heal.th..and safety

Other:

2 G I R 1 - s

What additional key issues should be add d when ing the potential impacts of
this prolec‘t"
1-241-002 1,57 Cortenre 4 At ﬁ,,,{i, o Jid X ,@% mﬁa&f ey s
1-241-001 J I Ay, _,QM\.& ﬂ,-_! G-
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below: . )

[X Agriculture . H. Residential Conservation Easement

Commercial Industrial - Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

1-241 Dubbels, JoAnn Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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'  1-241-003

Your letter/comment card has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria
and routing process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? if not, what additional information is needed?
1-241-003 | - Statement. The project is still in the development and planning stages

We are cnosslbfu hawnam’;/ﬂ‘tOWGrs on eor
Land J(/.c?u/:! the 1/rd +owers udt ‘ne_ 1 ransmrssfah
Lbe able. 6 work ‘boqe@her?

and the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

Alternatives to the project will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement will be available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Jplnn DobbelsS
Representing {Optional):
Mailing Address: 2%/ s~/=7- ST 4/ /5

city: Rac.hester : state: A Zip Code: 5 £ 70k
Daytime Phone (Optional): _ 5 ¢ 7-2¢2- 997

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your cc 1ts. We appreciate your
input.
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ComMmEeNT FORM-

Public Scoping Meetings

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments heip in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
malling list, please check the box below.

EJ 1 do not wish to bé on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? _Seg X442 Eelesville v Toua, J 003 et g § L-?
halrosse Clean E'nue&\-[ Coaditrom | local concuncd coiieen .'ked'.s’as i E&W-’l&.}\ﬂz

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
& Project Purpose and Need
[ Visual / Aesthetic resources
B Proximity to residences
~ [Bd Land use (agricutture, residential, recreation)
[ Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
[ Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
B Historic and cultural sites
2 E] Radio or television interference
3 E] Noise
X Health and safety

1—242—001¢1 Other: _ decedrelized iop: of tnew q Qreduction

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of

this project?
1-242-002 Trereaced theust €or long ~terne  pugtainadol/ 4, 1ot vce of
S t
' Do gidied e ewndoda &f\dd‘\gis‘,

Hampton « Rochestef « La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project
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[-242-001

Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

[-242-002
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
242-001.
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SN : : [-242-003
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic

Statement.

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

Agriculture Residential Conservation Easement

Commercial El  Industrial Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.
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In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?
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1-242-004

1-242-005

1-242-006

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?
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Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION
N J J_ &is

—
Lot DF’

mA_2A

Representing (Optional):

@Hflﬁ'um. Living

€N, cansiullat

Mailing Address:
City:

—
L fem pea leen

i)'_?:’a\- = i3

State: Zip Code: 57744 /-0413

i

Daytime Phone (Optional):

[68%) s3yseny

Public parfmpat.‘orr for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin p itting pr

will be for

SOy

the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission iject If yau sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to

your i
input.

1-242 Taylor, Lois
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t in the process and provide your commenis. We appreciate your

[-242-004

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a timely
manner. Project information is updated regularly on the project website,
www.capx2020.com.

Your letter/comment card has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria
and routing process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The project is still in the development and planning stages
and the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
Due to the transmission grid's interconnected nature as well as to
electricity's nature - it's generally difficult to identify a specific source of
electricity on the grid.

The proposed CapX2020 transmission lines will serve the region's
expected growth and help begin to meet Minnesota's Renewable Energy
Standard (RES), which requires utilities to deliver 25 percent of their
electricity from renewable sources by 2025 (Xcel Energy is mandated to
deliver 30 percent by 2020, with 25 percent from wind). Most of that
energy comes from wind turbines.

[-242-005

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a timely
manner. Project information is updated regularly on the project website,
www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-242-006
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Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
242-005.

1-242 Taylor, Lois Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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4372 Cass Court
Webster, MN 55088
July 22, 2009

Mr. Scott Ek

Office of Energy Security and Energy Facility Planning
85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Dear Mr. Ek:

As a resident of Sky Harbor Airpark, [ am writing to officially object to the proposed
reroute or use of the alternate route published recently for the CapX2020 project. I
understand the reroute of the CAPX2020 Brooking to Hampton line may bring the 200
foot towers within ¥ mile of the Sky Harbor Airpark (IMNS) located in Webster,
Minnesota.

The proposed alternate route places these towers DIRECTLY INTO THE PUBLISHED
AIRPORT TRAFFIC PATTERN of the state’s largest residential airpark. With over 70
registered aircraft using the field, this is a significant and unacceptable risk to safe
navigation that could result in loss of lives.

Sky Harbor Airpark has also been used numerous times for emergency medical helicopter
operations. These operations may occur during times of adverse weather making the
towers an even greater danger. We also have, on occasion, had gliders from Stanton
Airport use this facility when the gliders were not able to return to their home airport.
Gliders by nature have very low angles of approach to landing, and these towers would
pose a very real threat to their maneuvers.

The FAA and Minnesota Department of Aeronautics have numerous regulations on
record regarding the construction of tall towers near airports. [ would like to stress the
importance of compliance with these regulations.

Z/ 4.,/
zmd W. Deering, Jr. /
C: Ms. Stephanie Strength
Environmental Protection Specialist
USDA Rural Utilities Service

1400 Independence Avenue SW, Mail Stop 1571
‘Washington, DC 20250-1571

1-243 Deering Jr., Hartland
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[-243-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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) [-244-001
This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-

La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
4372 Cass Court

Webster, MN 55088 - to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
July 22, 2009 concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
Mr. Scott Ek website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on

Office of Energy Security and Energy Facility Plannin, . . - .
85 79 Place Eg, Suite ;ym & Y ¢ the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 publication.
Dear Mr. Ek:

As a resident of Sky Harbor Airpark, 1 am writing to officially object to the proposed
reroute or use of the alternate route published recently for the CapX2020 project. 1
understand the reroute of the CAPX2020 Brooking to Hampton line may bring the 200
foot towers within % mile of the Sky Harbor Airpark (1MN8) located in Webster,
Minnesota.

The proposed alternate route places these towers DIRECTLY INTO THE PUBLISHED
AIRPORT TRAFFIC PATTERN of the state’s largest residential airpark. With over 70
registered aircraft using the field, this is a significant and unacceptable risk to safe
navigation that could result in loss of lives.

Sky Harbor Airpark has also been used numerous times for emergency medical helicopter
operations. These operations may occur during times of adverse weather making the
towers an even greater danger. We also have, on occasion, had gliders from Stanton
Airport use this facility when the gliders were not able to return to their home airport.
Gliders by nature have very low angles of approach to landing, and these towers would |
pose a very real threat to their maneuvers. :

The FAA and Minnesota Department of Aeronautics have numerous regulations on
record regarding the construction of tall towers near airports. 1 would like to stress the
importance of compliance with these regulations.

Sincerely,

Ytarre L. ﬂu,W«&

Melanie K. Deering

C}'/ﬁs. Stephanie Strength
Environmental Protection Specialist

USDA Rural Utilities Service
1400 Independence Avenue SW, Mail Stop 1571
Washington, DC 20250-1571

I-244 Deering, Melanie K. Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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personal care from lawyers who care

1-245-001 |

Broadstroet au.!dmg | 300 First Avenue NW | Rochester, MN 55901 |507 288 2447 | fux 507 288 4412 | 800 972 2447 | www.Klompelawfirm.com

Allorneys

July 20, 2009
Mark W. Delehanty
JoMarie L., Maorris*

Carole A. Pasternak
Sharehaolders

Ms. Stephanie A. Strength
Environmental Protection Specialist
USDA Rural Utilities Service

1400 Independence Avenue SW
Mail Stop 1571

Washington, DC 20250-1571

Associate

Michael D. Klampe
11947.2001}

Re:  CapX 2020
I'iampton—Rocnester LaCrosse Route Options
* Affected Kroening properties in Olmsted County:
R?_) 11.23.1033364; R73.10.42.033357; R73.11.33.0333066; and R73.14.22.03387

Dear Ms. Strengih:

Recently I wrote you regarding my client, Dr. David Lowe. - I have now alsc been retained to
represeit his neighboring property owner, Randy Kroening. Mr. Kroening's home is also
threatened by the east-most proposed route options for the 161 kV transmission line running
from the southeast Rochester/Chester substation northwest. A CapX 2020 map and plat book
page are enclosed here showing the Kroening homestead!

Mr. Kroening owns and farms over 300 acres in four adjoining parcels sections 11, 12 and 14 in
Haverhill Township, Olmsted County, Minnesota. The eastern-most of the two transmission line
route options is proposed to occupy one and one-quarter miles of the Kroening property (all of
the west boundary of section 11, and the west ‘bol.mda.!}r of the northwcst quartcr of the norlhweqt
quarter of Section 14).

The proposed line would be unsightly and an obstacle and intrusion on his farming operation. Tt
would cross through and over a century-old grove of oak and other hardwoods adjacent to his
home. Mr. Kroening has lived in this family farm home all his life, and the homestead is the
cénter of his farming operation. It is a beautiful, rural setting that would be despoiled by a high
power line, and the necessary long-term maintenance required to keep the right-of-way clear of
mature lrocs

More algml” canily ‘the proposod line i$ sm.d to pass w1thm one hund.recl feet or so of tus home.
Ifthe Lransh‘ps_smn lin€ is truly over 150 feet tall, then the line as proposed would be closer to his

taw orrices of KLAMPE, DELEHANTY & MORRIS, LLC

*Alsc licensed in Wisconsin **Also licensed in lowa

I-245 Delehanty, Mark W.
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Anne M. Dennison™"

[-245-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to land use will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments will be solicited
after its publication.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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1-245-002

Stephanie Strength
July 20, 2009
Page 2

home than the height of the line. His home would be within the necessary setback zone. This
poses an unacceptable safety risk.

Mr. Kroening wants it to be clearly understood that he will not willingly accept any power line
easement or intrusion onto his property, and will take all available legal steps to protect and keep
his home. Clearly the other, west-most alternative route for this power line is the better option.
It has an existing People’s Coop Power right-of-way, is shorter and straighter, and poses less
threat to existing homes.

Respectfully submitted,

KLAMPE, DELEHANTY & MORRIS, LLC
MWD/je
Enclosures

Cc: Randy Kroening

CapX 2020, attn: Jim Alders, 414 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401
People’s Cooperative Power
Dairyland Power Cooperative

Mise/kroening/strengthlor

I-245 Delehanty, Mark W.
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[-245-002

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010
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Hamptan

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you. ' '

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? :J—u NE 2.5, :Loo‘? CochpAatfg - F‘-"“""?‘? s Cd;('
Hign sSehos

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

Project Purpose and Need

E/Visual ! Aesthelic resources

IE/Proximity to residences

@/L d use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

Iﬂ/a‘nter resources (floodplains, river crossings)

E)Bilogical resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)

Historic and cultural sites -
Radio or television interference
Noise

E]/Health and safety

Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

L]

Rochester La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

I-246 Haney, Leslie and Lorraine
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1-246-001

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

I;}our property below:
Agriculture E/Residentien
@/Commercial E/ Industrial

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

GLért River Ra/&g» NAtionAL S'(’,P.Hrc. fﬂ?/wﬁ_z
 Theee (s Existive RESQential Subdivisions
j‘-lo&.-f'fm Sout+h  EAsST fu_u:_s*t' o F thee Fgofasasaﬁ
Liwe Cio— C H,_ Thes [ WE Spdﬂ‘! o ur FARmM
bawd wbhich (.s alse ‘p.o"f‘xf.ﬂ-:“u?é REFERENTE Fo K
both residevtil AvE Coansnéccrqal Land .

Conservation Easement

Other:

(RofEety Location: TooN Rz w) Section Qrf'g.;

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

STATE H(g,h_,u)ﬁu! ?JS_H/ ﬁd{f‘f'Sﬂ %%.{,@Ac{-;aw’g
,T}LE Ceeat Rivgr Koad , TAE F.ﬂ:ﬁ“\f burédgfﬂ'q
ey for Dbirh r"v.‘?_.(_'(érﬂilndeJ\: end Comuoécentl,
QRERS Fhot Fouwtnir Coty Nokth % RLma Wes. 5
w2l }L&/F Zo gedeette /—(,{-Fr-(ﬂél Tax c@ad«ﬂ; o help |
Secppopl our U Cou it fié’ufﬁzm&d?}' s Sclools |

7 B3
,e.vLa- Te b/\tn&; o hqu Lfotfﬁ-ﬁﬁ T,@ﬂﬂ,r»n.r_r/am
Lowe “’qu@ﬁ-‘»“ah this AREA waaﬂaﬂ Vot be Qood\uv'
Y bm/&flaﬂ/’

I-246 Haney, Leslie and Lorraine
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Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately exp[ained? If not, what additional information is needed?

}/gs [T e S acggﬁwav‘ef

Please tell us how to reaéh you.
CONTACT INFORMATION ;
Name: Lfﬁl’-"‘é j}fﬂﬂ/ft/ ¢ éd‘_ﬁ‘f’“"‘jé n't( /J‘M’éy
Representing (Optional): !
Mailing Address: Sa 766 S7- Hw v 35

- 7 » _—
City: Fou a0l x-fugL(, State: VisCossed _ Zip Code:S 7627
Daytime Phone (Optional): & & @ g7 .?"Z_?( ! f{v—(d v E \)

\

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongaing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to inue your invelve
input.

t in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your

I-246 Haney, Leslie and Lorraine

Appendix |
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[-247-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

I-247 Congdon, Ken Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-247-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-247-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts resulting from
construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be
addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-247-004

Your letter/comment card has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria
and routing process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The project is still in the development and planning stages
and the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
Potential impacts to agricultural resources will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement which will be available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

I-247 Congdon, Ken Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-247-005
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-247-006

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

I-247 Congdon, Ken Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed? -

Please teil us how io reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: _dma_ﬂﬂgn Hraeniﬂg - -
Representing (Optional):
5595 vicla Bd NE

Mailing Address:
Ciiy: Rocheate o
Daytime Phone (Optional}:

State: [aE

Zip Code: 554 0C(p

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pr g will be ing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmisslon Project. If you sign up for the mamng list, you

- will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

We appreciate your

Please plan to ti t in the process and provide your cc

input.

your involv

1-248 Kroening, Jonathan
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I1-248-001

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property helow: . - : ¢

Agriculture g Residential 'E] conservation Easement

Commercial = El Other:

Industrial

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

J- + .. i n I- = . ; i
._leﬁﬁd__@ﬁf?_ Rochester MmN 5640w

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources {biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

We dont want +he B9 propased Site gaing ﬂamgﬁ our

Sitz bg;rj? UHlized

1-248 Kroening, Jonathan
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[-248-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Hampton

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statéement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will aulomatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

1 do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend?

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
Xl Project Purpose and Need

Visual / Aesthetic resources

Proximity to residences

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

Noise

Health and safety

D NNIDDOD XXX

Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

*

Rochester La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Froject

1-248 Kroening, Jonathan
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[
M| Health and safety

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you. '

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

E I do not wish to be on the project mailing list
Which meeting did you attend? Mﬁa/ﬂ?/ - Mmm?o ~ A hasfes

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

{E Project Purpose and Need
Visual / Aesthetic resources
[¥ Proximity to residences
Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

@ Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)

Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

MNoise

Other. Ge,nlozi'c. impact _ed Hhe Land ‘1o Holden tng.aL.’p

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
his project?

1-249-007 77 o SJ [ —— |ng§ I'»mzs{anla (}..wen)

RLend 4 hove \arge “M-!.‘Lu)é L

Doming  “the 3@\3%&1} m?‘:hl - ;}m,,‘f? ;&;\_:ng wiolls oere Jgigd?’é:
\wlbham -\-Y\e f-'mef:. ol wls é\' ted.

Hampton » Rochester « La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

1-249 Monroe, Norma
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

E Agriculture B Residential Conservation Easement

Commercial Industrial Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why? .

1-249 Monroe, Norma Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: A/_g\_r_ef»z& /Won)ﬁ‘w!
Representing (Optional): j
Mailing Address: _2/{b 2 HWY 246 Lo

City: _A'fgp})o/\/ State: N 5P Zip Code:
Daytime Phone (Optional): 07 - 7,F9-u‘5'§/9f?_ I

FPublic participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting p will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your invalvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-249 Monroe, Norma

Appendix |
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July 22, 2009

Stephanie A. Strength

1400 Independence Ave, SW, Mail Stop 1571
Washington, DC 20250-1571

I TION THE NEED FOR CAP X 2020

- "CAP X 2020 Would carry coal generated electricity, hundreds of miles with a 20%

1-249-001

compounded loss to an area that is producing electricity from wind projects and
proposing new wind projects to be built.

Coal is considered to be an environmentally unsatisfactory energy source because
of gaseous and solid waste products.

Minnesota Power and Xcel Energy which generates the majority of its electricity
from coal (which spews global warming gases into the atmosphere) could easily
be a big loser if a strong climate-change bill passes in Washington. A strong
climate-change law could dramatically decrease the value of hundreds of millions
of dollars of Minnesota Power’s and Xcel Energy’s investment in coal-burning
infrastructure.

Minnesota Power now reports that money invested in wind power produces
cheaper electricity than money invested in coal power and money invested in
energy-efficient buildings is more than paid for by energy savings.

PR PUR E AND NEED:
Why do we need additional transmission lines?

EXEL’S has had a shrinking demand for electricity from the year 2006

DAIRYLAND POWER’S representative stated “there is already too much
electricity being produced by the new wind projects in Southern Minnesota and
they need to move it to other locations. We can’t use it all.”
—These new wind projects can supply additional electricity to Rochester, MN and
La Crosse, Wis. HY THE NE INE?

1-249 Monroe, Norma
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[-249-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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GEOLOGIC IMPACT: Holden Township —a proposed line route --
is a fragile area with a large underground limestone cavern.

A governmental study was taken in Holden Township, Wheeling Township
and Richland Township Minnesota in 1986. — A witness post sign can be found
on 210" Street East, Wheeling Township verifying the study — The study was to
determine how big the cavern was, if it contained natural gas, and if the limestone
was solid or fractured. The study - project was abandon when the large cavern
was found to have large limestone faults. During the governmental study family
water wells were destroyed when the limestone faults shifted. Heavy equipment
and earth pounding was used during the study. Mineral Rights were purchased
from some land owners.

1-249-008 AESTETIC RE CES: we have a rolling country farming
ommunity and the large pales would ruin the view, disrupting and destroying our
1-249-002 landscape. A swath 150' wide running hundreds of miles across the state
will remove woodland habitat and farmland from our State’s precious natural
resources,

PROXIMITY TO RESIDENCES: No people should have a line build on their
1-249-009 Ihomestead, for their health and safety. Electric and Magnetic fields still have
unknown effects on all living creatures.

LAND USE AGRICULTURE: I have worked for thirty years to build my
farmland. Ihave installed tile, build terraces, with the goal to stop erosion and run
off. Farmland is not a renewable resource we need to protect every field, every
acre. Holden township and Goodhue County are both dedicated to keep our
family farms and our agricultural base. We do not want the transmission lines, as
those proposed by the Cap X2020 project. The proposed lines run directly down
the middle of the section, resulting in a greater disruption of the farming acreage.
1-249-004 [Transmission lines will mar the beauty of the area and drive down property

alues, and cause problems for farmers.

1-249-010 [WATER : Most of the family water wells are shallow and will be
disturbed with the digging of large holes and limestone fracturing,

1-249-003

1-249 Monroe, Norma
Appendix |

[-249-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife and
vegetation will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-249-003

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-249-004

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.
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: [-249-005
Your comment has been noted. Interference with electrical equipment
caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual
landowners if the problem arises.

1-249-006
ICALRE : RAPT : Hawks nest in my woods on my Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to geology and soil

farm, in Holden township. They thrill everyone who hears their call or sees them Co . .
fly. They are majestic and should not be disturbed. resources caused by the transmission lines will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

TELEVISION INTERFERENCE: The large poles will interrupt the poor

television we now receive Also there will be interference with GPS systems..

1-249-005

[-249-007

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to geology and soil
resources caused by the transmission lines will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

1-249-011 | NOISE: We enjoy the quite in the country. We can hear the birds, insects, and

the trees rustle. We do not want to hear the mum of electricity lines.

PROPOSED WIND PROJECTS: Three companies are proposing wind projects
for the Holden, Kenyon and Wheeling Township areas.

Farm Owner in Holden Township, Goodhue County, Minnesota, 1-249-008
g Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
, [ednst quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
Norma Monroe in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
2162 HWY 246 BLVD
Kenyon MN 55946
Phone no# 507-789-5497 1-249-009

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-249-010

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to water resources
caused by the transmission lines will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

1-249 Monroe, Norma Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-249-011
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts due to noise will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or  mail by July 25, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you. =

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mafﬂng’ list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

[E] Ido not wish to be on the profect malling list

Which meeting did you attend?

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
[ Project Purpose and Need . .
Visual / Aesthetic resources
)3/ Proximity to residences
Land use (aig'ﬁcuﬂt'.lre." residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resaurces (wildlife habitat, raptors)
[ Historic and cultural sites
)Z/ Radio or television interference
[ Noise '
Health and safety =~
[[] Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project? _!

Hamptdn = Raor* = La Crosse 345 kY Transmbsshen Proje'cr

- |

1-250 Mauszycki, Thomas E. Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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: [-250-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:

B Agriculture Residential E Conservation Easement process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

[ Commercial O  Industial [ Other: utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be . .
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
1
In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Proje
) Ject area and why? AESTHRLECS / RESOURCES

Winona has benefittéd from the natural beauty of the surronding bluffs, And, the |
community enforces strict restrictions on building along or on the bluffs in order
to preserve the aesthetics for all of its citizens.

I-250-001 A compromise would be to have the power line travel on the east side, not the west

i | luff and crogsses highway 61,
1-250 Mauszycki, Thomas E. Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

DOCUMENT IS ATTACHED.

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Name:

Representing (Optional): o Vel Vi e
Winona, MN 559876221

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Daytime Phone (Optional): 507 — 454 = 3800

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pr will be ongoing for

the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to tinue your invol t in the process and provide your We appreciate your
input.

1-250 Mauszycki, Thomas E.
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A [-250-002
= ’ Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife and health
and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the Draft
Thomas E. Mauszycki

1671 Valley View Drive Environmental Impact Statement.
‘Winona, Minnesota 55987-6221 .

507 - 4354 -3800 1-250-003

tmauszycki@charter.net Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human health and
' safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

June 29", 2009
e o Impact Statement.

Public Scoping Meeting For An Environmental Impact Statement
~ CAPX2020 Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345-KV Transmission Line Project 1-250-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic

resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

1 oppose the development of the CAPX2020 Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345-KV Statement

Transmission Line Project through the proposed Winona corridor which will cross the
Mississippi River.

To the CAPX2020 Administrative Body:

Negative Impacts include:

T-230-002 1)  Environmental issues associated with the increased electromagnetic forces
along the route of the proposed Winona corridor. The environmental
issues include plant and wildlife species.

1-250-003
.2). Health issues associated with the increased electromagnetic forces. along
the route of the proposed Winona corridor. .
1-250-004 3) Impact on residential development along the proposed Winona corridor.

4) Impact on manufacturing development along the proposed Winona
Corridor; and, the concurrent decrease in manufacturing positions.

5 Tourism will experience the negative aspect as related to the natural
beauty of this area; including the bluff lands.

h Sincerely yours, o .
\..____..--—”"'\ N e . - 5 -
TLas E. Mauszych L/H*:' ~

1-250 Mauszycki, Thomas E. Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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: [-251-001
This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised

Mr. Scott Ek July 15", 2009 concerns.
Office of Energy Security and Energy Facility Planning . . .
85 7 Place Fast, Suite 500 The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

st. Paul, MN 55101-2198 ) .
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
Cc:  Ms. Stephanie Strength

Environmental Protection Specialist the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

USDA, Rural Utiliies Service : .
1400 independence Avenue S.W Stop 1571 publlcatlon.
Washington DC 20250-1571

Dear Sirs -

This letter is being written in objection to the proposed reroute / or use of the alternate route
published recently for the CapX2020 project. As It understood, the reroute of the CapX2020 Brooking
to Hampton line will bring the 200 foot towers within 1/2 mile barrier of Sky Harbor Airpark {1 MN8)
located in Webster MN. This private/public ainport houses over 70 registered aircraft and operates as
one of Minnesota largest in terms of aircraft on field alrcraft.

The proposed alternate route places these towers Directly info the Published Airport Traffic Pattern ot
the states largest residential airpark. We as aviators recognize this as both a significant and
unacceptable risk to lives by placing these fines in such close praximity to operating aircraft such as
Ultra lights, Hot Air Balloons, Light Singles, and other low performance aircraft.

Additionally, it should be noted that per both FAA and Minnesota Regulations, any such
development within a the navigable airspace as presented in Federal Aviation Regulations, 14 CFR
Part 77 would and does require federal review and review of the existing state and local aispace
regulations. As listed in FAA Advisory Circular {(AC) 150/5190-4A. Model Zoning Ordinance to Limit
Height of Objects Around Airports | believe that the proposed alternate rerouting has not addressed
these crifical safety issues to navigoble girspace around 1MN8, Minnesota Sky Harbor Airport.

It is the purpose of this letter to convey both the danger and the hazard to navigation that these
towers would impose vpon one of the states largest aircraft bases. On a personal basis, | do nof

believe this to be in Webster, MN, Rice County, orit's residence best interest and would like o add
my official objection 1o this project.

Respectfully Submitted

I

Sky Harbor Airpark
Webster, MN 55088

1-251 Johnson, Tom Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Tom johnson
47219 Cass Ave

Webster, MN 55088

I-251 Johnson, Tom

Appendix |
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Ms, Stephanie strength

Environmental protection Specialist
USDA, Rural Utilitles Service

1400 independence Ave SW Stop 1571
Washington DC 20250-1571
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[-252-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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[-253-001
This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
iﬁzﬁéﬁb‘ to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
T 6 il Bt concerns.
Cleary Lake Veterinary Hospital The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
Tuly 21, 2009 the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

Stephanie Strength pUthﬁtlon-
bviromental Protection Specialist

USDA, Rural Utilities Service

Engineering and Enviromental Staff

1400 Independence Avenue SW

Stop 1571

Wasghington, DC 20250-1571

Re: CapX2020
Dear Ms. Strength,

I wish to state my strong opposition to the proposed CapX2020 transmission lines
proposed on 50™ Street West and 57 Street West in Webster, Minncsota. This line
will run next to my property, where I have over $100,000 worth of top show horses
and breeding stock on my farm. [ raise several foals per year and believe the power
line will be a danger to my horses. In addition, the high voltage lines with their
magnetic fields of constant humming and cracking from the overhead transmission
will devalue my property. Although, on a map it may look like the proposed line is
running by vacant fields, it is not because, as stated above, [ have top show horses
and breeding stock in those fields, and the proposed lines will be detrimental to them.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this matter, and T ask tht you find
An alternate route that will have less impact on my property.

Sincerely,

A M—__

athryn M. Ott, D.V.M.

Your Horse's Life is Our Life's Work!

1-253 Ott, DVM, Kathryn M. Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-254-001

Your comment has been noted. Benefits of the proposed project will be
discussed and evaluated in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
which will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

I-254 Custer, Cristeen Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-255-001
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to residential land use
will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments will
be solicited after its publication.

I-255 Regnier, Dean Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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To: Tom Hillstrom (Project lead),

Are you the right contact for public input for this project? 1 just found out this transmission line
1-255-001 | "preliminary route”, runs about 1000 feet from my house (which is located in Mazeppa

Township Section 16)...... IThavea

1/2 mile driveway and appears my housc was not or is not on the map....

Also: are there any more public meetings on this subject?

Thanks....

Dean Regnier

I-255 Regnier, Dean Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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1-257 Heimbecker, Phillip
Appendix |

[-257-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Per Ms. Schultz' email,
additional sources of information on the subject of EMF are available for
your review.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-257-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to land use will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. As stated by
Ms. Schultz in her email response, it is too early in the process to
determine impacts at specific locations.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Thank vou.
Phillip A. Heimbecker 7/10:2009 12:47:00 P'M
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[-258-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-258-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-258-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-258-004
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to air quality will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

1-258 Katie Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Brookings to Hampton 345 KV Ti ission Line Project
Loviranmental Ly Statement Scoping Decision

TUC Docket No. ET2TL-08-1474

Trage 2

The applicants also indicate the project would cn'hﬂncc cnstomer service capabilities in western
Minnesola and the southern suburbs of the Twin Citics. Morcover, the project would provide renewable
resource generation outlet capability of approximately 700 megawatts from the Buffalo Ridge area in
southwest Minnesota, Detailed information regarding the purpose and need for this transmission project
is provided in the May 22, 2009, Order issued by the Conumnission granting Certificates of Need for the
CapX 345 kV Transmission Projeets, Docketl No. ET-2, E-(002, ¢t al -1115

(https:www edockets state, mn, us/EFiling/edocl hod=sheweDocketsSearcl

&showldocke=true).

chDocuments, do?

REGULATORY BACKGROUND

The applicants filed a route permit application on December 2%, 2008, under the full permitting process of
the Power Plant Siting Act (Minngsola Statuie 21615, The application was 5 plete by the
Commission on January 29, 2009, Under the Tull permilting process the Commission has one year from
the date the application was accepted as complete t make a decision on the route permit.

SCOPING PROCESS

Route permit applications for high valtage wansmission lincs are subject to environmental revi
accordance with Minnesota Rules 78495200 1o 78495340 (full permitting process). Scoping is the first
slep in the permilting process aller application acceplance. The scoping process has two primary
purposes, to ensure that the public has a chance o participate in determining what routes and issucs o
study in the E1%, and to help focus the EIS on the most important issucs surmounding the route permit
decision.

OES staft collected and reviewed comments on the scope of the EIS by convening two advisory task
forees, holding public scoping meetings throughout the proposed project area, and accepting written
comments from March 30, 2009, through April 30, 2009, This scope identifies potential
human/cnvironmental issucs and project roule or substation site alternatives that will be addressed in the
EIS. The scope also presents a tentative schedule of the environmental review process.

Advisory Task Forces

Two geographically-based advisory task forees (ATFs) were established by the OFS, the Lake Marion to
Hampton ATF and the Minnesota River Crossings to New Prague ATF. The ATFs were each charged
with: (1) identifying local site or route specific impacts and issues of local concem, and (2) identifving
allemative transmission ling roules or substation locations in their respective arca of concern that may
maximize positive impacts and minimize or avoid negative impacts of the project. The task forces each
met three tumes between March and April 2009, The recommendations of the ATI's have been considered
during the prr.-pumlmn ol this scope and can be I'uund in their respective reports. The ATF repons are
available at hrip:/| g A 1 ?ld=1 9860,
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Brookings to Hampton 345 KV Ti ission Line Project
Loviranmental Ly Staterent Scoping Decision

TUIC Docket No. ~N8-1474

Trage 3

Public Scoping Meetings

Twelve public information ings were d d by the OES T March 3 1o April 9, 2008, al
nine dilTerent locations that included the cities of Marshall, Hendricks, Crranile Falls, Redwoaod Falls,
Gaylord, Henderson, New Prague, Lakeville, und C Falls, Approximately 1,065 people attended
the twelve public meetings, according Lo the meeling sign-in sheets. The scoping meetings provided the
public an opporunity to leamn about the proposed projeet and the route permitting process, review the
route permit application, and ask questions and submit comments, A court reporter was presemt at each of
the public meetings and wanscribed questions asked and made by the public as well as
responses [rom the OES and the applicants.

Public Comments

A public comment period beginning the day of the first public scoping meeting and ending on Apnl 30,
2009, provided the public an additional opporlunity w submil comments and allemative roules o be
considered for the scope of the EIS. A total of 99% comments were received by the ¢lose of the comment
period which included 801 written or emailed comments and 198 oral comments (rom the public scop
meelings. There was also approsimately 827 fonm letter/posicards [rom the Wau Munisotaram Temple
indicating opposition to the ling near their Temple.

All of the written and oral comments submitied at the scoping meetings along with comments received by
mail and email were reviewed and entered into a d. Each was evaluated for issues ar
concemns that should be considered for detailed evaluation in the EIS and were classitied based on the
major topics of the comments. Table | below summarizes the major issnes raised in these comments, as
well as the relative frequeney the issue was raised

Table 1. Major Issues Raised During Public Scoping Period

i Number of Times | Percentage of Major
Issue Mentioned Issues
Healll/EMF 428 43%
Property Value/Compensation 369 3%
Specific Route Selection {Suggested Alternatives) 297 0%
Proximity 1o Homes 294 29%
Other* 228 23%
General Route Selection {Support or Non-Support 174 179
of Proposed Roules) '
Rare or Unique Species 138 14%
Aegsthelics 133 13%
Swray Vollage 83 8%
Trees/Wind Breaks 45 5%
TV Radio/GPS 41 4%
Naoise a7 4%

*Other included issues relmed o: dada in rowde permil application, peneral appasition (o the projec, project need, and
casctnent negotiation process, among others.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



Brookings to Hampton 345 KV Ti ission Line Project
Loviranmental Ly Staterent Scoping Decision

T Docket No. ~N8-1474

Trage 4

The public suggested over 297 route alternatives to the applicants” proposed routes through comment, Of
the 297 roule allernative suggestions 197 of them were capressing opposition or prel far
the applicants’ preferred route, altemative route, or ne project at all, This left 100 remaining route
alternatives that were divided into those that fell within the applicants” requested route width and those
that fell outside the requested route width. Afier further refinement and removal of missed duplicates, 26
alternatives el within the requesied route width and were catcgorized as alignment alternatives (an
“alignment alrernative™ in this case means a suggested change in the applicants’ proposed transmission
centerline, such as a shifl [rom one side of a roadway (o the other, bul where the line would still be
Tocated within the original route width) and 74 alternatives fell outside the requested route width and were
catcgorized as route alternatives,  Altermative routes recommended by the ATFs were also included in this
review,

The task foree mecting reports and scoping meeting comment reports, as well as cach individual comment
(letter or email) are available on the project website maintained by the C ission at:
htip:ifenargyf £5. Pl state. ocket html?[d=19860,

MATTERS TO BE ADDRESSED
Having reviewed the matier, consulted with OES Energy Facility Permitting staff, and in accordance with
Minnesota Rule 784953040, 1 hereby make the [ollowing Scoping Decision.

The applicants’ route permit application describes their route analysis and contains the information
required by Minnesota Rule 7894.5220, subp. 2, as delermined by the Commission. The CIS will
surnmarize the process the applicants’ used to identify, evaluate, and select the routes. The E1S will also
verify and supplement information provided in the route permit application and will ¢ porate the
information by reference as appropriate.

The EIS on the proposed Brookings to Hampton 345 KV transmission line project will address and
provide information on the following matters:

| A INTRODUCTION
A. Project Descriplion
B. Purposc of the Transmission Linc
(. Project Location
D. Route Description
[ Roule Width
F. Rights-of-Way
G, Project Cost

1L REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
A, Certificate of Need
B. Route Permit
C. Environmental Review Process

III.  ENGINEERING AND OPERATION DESIGN
A, Transmission Line Conductors
B. Transmission Line Structurcs
C. Substations
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Iv. CONSTRUCTION
A, Transmission Line and Structures
B. Substations
. Property/Right-of-Way Acquisition
0. Cleanup and Restoration
E. Damage Compensation
I, Maintenance
(3. Underground Options

Y. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, POTENTIAL IMPACTS, AND MITIGATIVE
MEASURES
The EIS will include a discussion of the human and envire | resources p ially impacted
by the projeet and its allernatives. Potential impacts, both positive and negative, of the proposed
project and each alternative considered will be described. Based on the impacts identified, the
LIS will deseribe mitigative measures that could reasonably be implemented (o reduce or
climinate the identificd impacts.

A, Environmental Setting
B. Sociceconomic Selling
€. Human Sertlement

L. MNoise

2, Aesthetics

3. Proximity 1o Struclurcs

a4, Homes and Farmsteads {including farming related structures such as silos,
grain bins, etc.)

b.  Busincsses

¢ Schools/Daycares

d. Hospitals

e, Cemeleries
Displacement

Tree Groves/Windbreaks
Existing Utilities (pipelines, propane tanks, septic systems)
7. Domestic Water Well Installation/Maintenance
D, Public Health and Safety
L. Electric and Magnetic Fields
2. Lmplantable Medical Devices
3. Stray Vollage
4. Explosives/Fireworks
L. Recreation
1. Parks {cily, county, state, and [cderal)
2. Goll Courscs
3. Trails
I, Transporlation and Public Services
1. Emcrgency Services
2. Alrports
3. Highways and Roads (including scenic highways/byways and rest swops)

asialt >
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G. Interference
1. Radio and Tclevision (digital and satellitc)
2, Intermet
3. Cellular Phone
4. GPS-Based Agriculture Navigation Systems
H. Archacological and Historic Resources
1. Zoning and Compatibility/Federal, State and Local Government Plant
J.  Land-Based Economies
1. Agriculre
a. Prime Farmland
b.  Organic Farms
¢. Livestock
4. Acrial Crop Spraying Dusting
e Bee Keeping/Bee Colonies
2, Forestry
3. Mining
K. Property Values
1. Residential
2, Industrial
3. Agriculwre
L. Air Quality (As it pertains specifically to this t ission line project only.)
M. Natural Resources
1. Surface Water
a. Lakes
b. Surface Flows
Groundwater
Wetlands
Floodplains
State Wildlife Management Arcas/Scicniilic Nalural Arcas
Natiomal Wildlife Reluge/Waterfow! Production Arcas
Forests

BN

N. Tlora
0. Fauna
P, Rare and Unique Natural Resources/Critical Habitat

¥I.  ALTERNATIVE ROUTES TO BE EVALUATED IN EIS

The EIS will identily and evaluate allernalive routes and route segments to the proposed project.

Ning of the 21 ATF identified routes and 3% of the 71 alternative routes suggest through public

comment will be evaluated in the EIS and are presented below and illustrated in Figures 6 1o 16,

Brown County

P-BRN-001 {Prahl) - Approxi ly 0.5 miles south of 280 Street on Terrance Avenue
head cast cross-country approximately 1 mile o 330" Avenue, Head north along 330%
approximately 0.25 miles and go east eross-country 0.25 miles and then north 0.25 miles
connecting with the preferred route. This allemative is inlended 1o maximize the distance
hetween existing homes and the ransmission line,
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[-BRN-002 (Prahl) — Approximately 0.5 miles south of 280™ Street on Terrance Avenue
head cast cross-country o 325% Avenuc and proceed north conneeting with the preferred
royte, This alternative is intended 1o maximize the distance between existing homes and the
transmission line and is a variation of P-BRN-001.

P-BRN-003 (Prahl) - Apy 1y 0.5 miles south of 280° Street on Terrance Avenuc
liead east cross-country w 320” Avenue and proceed north following along 320" to where it
[orks and proceed north cross-country 0.5 miles north then 0.25 miles west o 420" Streel
connecting with the preferred route. This alternative is intended to maximize the distance
hetween existing homes and the transmission line,

P-BEN-004 (Prahl) — Approximately 0.5 miles south of 330™ Street on Terrance Avenue
head cast cross-country to 330% Avenue and follow 330° Avenue north for approximately 1
mile and turn east cross-country to 325" Avenue. Follow 325" Avenue north where it
connects with the preferred route. This alternative is intended to maximize the distance
between existing homes and the transmission line and is a variation o P-BRN-001 and P-
BRN-DOZ.

P-BRN-003 (Prahl} — Approsimately 0.5 miles south of 330 Sirect on Terrance Avenue
head cast cross-country to 330 Avenuc and lollow 330" Avenue narth [or approximately 1,23
miles then po east cross-country 0.25 miles and then north 0.25 miles connecting with the
preferred route. This alternative is intended 1o imize the di between existing
homes and the transmission ling and is 2 variation of P-BRN-(01, P-BRN-002, and P-BRN-
004,

Dakote County

P-DAK-002 (Kaufenberg) — Follow Interstate 35 north from where the preferred and
allemative roules mect, crossing Intersiate 35 cast o 215" Strect West. Proceed cast along
215" Street to Hamburg Avnenue and follow it north to Lakeville Boulevard, Proceed east
on Lakeville Boulevard then south on Denmark Avenue 1o 225™ Street West where it would
head southeast cross-country 0.5 miles and then north-northwest 0.3 miles connecting with
the preferred route. This aliernative sccks o avoid existing residences on 240™ Strect West
and reduce the amount of cross-country route,

P-DAK-004 (Rother) — Approximately 0.5 miles west ol U.S. Highway 52 (Coales
Boulevard) the route would head north eross-country approximately .25 miles then tum cast
for 0.5 miles to Coates Boulevard, This alternative was suggested to avoid bisecting
agricultural land and instead [ollow property/seciion lines,

P-DAK-005 (Multiple)  Approximatcly 0.5 miles cast of Blaine Avenuc the route would
turn north from 220" Street cross-country for approximately 0.5 miles then east 0.5 miles to
Blaine Avenue. Proceed north along Blaine Avenue approximately 0.2 miles and head cast
cross-country for approximately 2 miles to 215" Street East and on to Coates Boulevard,
This alternative seeks to avold the Hampton Woods arvea, the Watt Munisotaram Buddhist
Temple and residences along 220™ Street Cast.
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P-DAK-00% (Multipley - Interstate 35 nerth from where the preferred and alternative routes
meel, erossing Intersiale 35 cast 1o 215" Streel Wesl, Proceed cast along 215 Strect o
Flagstafl Avenme. The route would continue east cross-country approximately | mile then
turn south 1.5 miles, briefly running along Cssex Avenue eventually turning east for 1.2 miles
connecting with the preferred route. This alternative seeks to avoid existing residences on
240 Street West and reduce the amount of eross-country route.

P-DAK-007 (Mertens) — From the alternative route at Interstate 35 and 57" Streel West head
cast cross-country approximately 3 miles to 307" Street West, Continue along 307" Street to
Eveleth Avenue and cast cross-country approximatcly 1 mile and northeast following along
an existing rail line and 69 KV transmission line for approximately 7 miles to 240™ Street
Wesl connecting with the preferred route. This allernative ulilizes an existing 69 KV right-ol-
way and railroad, may impact fewer homes, and may be a more dircet and shorter route.

P-DAK-00% (Lake Marion to Hampton — ATF [NW Alt 2]) - From preferred rowte follow
Pillsbury Avenue north 1o 215" Strect West, Head cast along 215" Sueet to Cedar Avenue
and continue east cross-country for approximately 0.5 miles then southeast 1.8 miles and
again east approximately 1 mile to 220" Street West. Proceed down 220™ Street to Denmark
Avenue and head south along Denmark veering southeast cross-country at 225 Streel West
comnceting with 1 ferred route. This allemative is a variation of P-DAK-006 w
seeks to avoid existing residences on 240™ Street West and reduce the amount of cross-
counlry roule.

P-DAK-010 (Lake Marion to Hampton  ATF [Buddhist Templ: Approximately 0.5
miles east of Blaine Avenue the route would turn north from 220 Street cross-country for
approximately 0.5 miles then east 0.5 miles 1o Blaine Avenue and continue east cross-country
for approximately 2 miles to 215 St st and on w LS, Highway 52 {Coates
Boulevard). This alternative is a variation of I-DAK-005 and also secks to avoid the
Hampton Woods arca, the Watt Munisotaram Buddhist Temple and residences along 220%
Street East,

A-DAK-002 {Lake Marion to Hampton — ATEF [NE Alt 3 *right-angle” and NW Alt 1C]) —
From \larlhl'\.ld Boulcvard cast along County Highway (( H) 86 {280th Street Fast) then
to UL.S, Highway 52, Route co ues north cross-country
terminating just north of Northfield Boulevard, This dllcm.m\t seeks w avoid the city of
Hampion and reduce number of polentally impacted homes.

A-DAK-003 (Lake Marion to Hampton  ATF [NE Alt 3 “diagonal”]) Travel east from
alternate route al Hamplon Boulevard/240™ Street Cast 1o U.S, Highway 52, Head north on
11.S. Highway 52 to CH 47 (Northfield Boulevard) continuing northeast along CH 47
approximately .75 miles and torminating.  This altermative sceks w avoid the city of
Hampton and reduce number of potentially impacted homes.

A-DAK-004 (Gerber]  From just north of Lewiston Boulevard head nertheast cross-country
240" Street East. Head north from 240™ Street East cross-country to CH 47 (Northfield
Boulevard). This alternative seeks to avoid the city of Hampton.
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A-DAK-005 {Kaufenberz) — From Interstate 35 head east along 280" Street E'W connecting

with altemative route at CH 47 (Northlicld Boulevard). This allerative may utilize more
existing roads and reduce approximately 6 miles of cross-country route bisecting agriculwral
land.

Le Suenr County

P-LES-002 (Binveik) - From 320™ Sireet proceed north along 241 1o Street 302™ Sireet and
turn east following 302* o CH 32 and connceting with the preferred route. This alternative

secks 1o reduce transmission line proliforation in the arca (other lines cxist) and would follow
along existing roads.

A-LES-001 (Schmidt] Conncet with altemative route approximately 0.5 miles north of
310" Street and proceed east cross-country to Le Sueur Avenue. Follow Le Sueur Avenue
south to 70™ Street West connecting with the altemative route. This altemative may reduce
the impacts o homes within 300 feel of the transmission centerline from 6 homes to 1 home

A-LES-002 (Hoy) - Follow 2 10" Street north from the intersection of 300" Street and 2107
Street, Avapproximately (.75 miles wrn cast eross-country [or approximately .75 miles and
turn southeast conmecting with allernative al 300" Sireet, The alternative seeks Lo avoid
residence/daycare on 300™ Street.

B-LES-001 (ATF — Henderson | NE Alt 21y - From preferred route head north along 265
Avenue, west on CH 28, nonth on 271" Avenue to West 280" Street. Proceed east on 280” 1o
German Road and head north on German Read for approximately L mile then continuing
cross-country 1.3 miles ing with German Road and ultimately the allernative route.
This altemative appears to utilize more existing nght-way and seeks to avoid existing
residences, and an airfield.

B-LES-002 (ATT — Henderson [NTEAILS])  From the altemative route on CH 28 near
Township Highway 30 head northeast following along existing 345 kV u ission line to
West 270" Street connecting with the preferred route. This alternative may reduce
transmission line prolicration by wlilizing an cxisting 345 kV transmission line right-ol-way.

B-LES-005 (Meyer}  From the preferred route follow U.S, Highway 169 notheast from just
south of Doppy Lane o Genman Road connecling with the allemative route. This alternative
secks o utilize U8, Highway 169 as a route conmeeting the preforred to the alternative
reducing some of the need for new right-of-way and impacts 1o homes.

B-LES-006 (Multiple} - From the preferred route on 320 Swreet head north on 265th Avenue
for 1 mile to CH 28, Head weston CH 28, north on 271 Avenug, cast on West 280™ Street,
and north on German Road ultimately connecting to the altemate route. A variation of B-
LES-1HH, B-LES-003, and B-LTS-004
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B-LES-007 {Davis] - Fellow preferred route from river crossing to CH 32 and head north to
Counly Road (CR) 157. Proceed cast on CR 157 and north on CR 121 connceting with
alternate route, Proposed by the Scont County Board, This alternative may avoid conflicts
with the preferred route along CH 2 as idenufied in the Scott County 2030 Comprehensive
Plan Update, such as future public right-of-way expansion.

B-LES-008 (ATF__Henderson [NE Alt4])  From the prefierred at 221" Avenue head east
along CH 28 to 1417 Avenue connecling with the ive route. This alt tive [ollows a
county roadestablished right-of-way and may avoid impacts to dairy farms, day cares, and
wetlands, and may also reduces the amount of route that gocs cross-country.

B-LES-009 { Anonvinous) — From prelerred route Tollow CH 32 (Hickory Boulevard) north o
approximately 1.5 miles north of West 280" Street and continue north eross-country to West
260" Street. Turn east continuing cross-country for approximately 4 miles connecting with
the preferred route at West 260™ Street. This alternative seeks to reduce potential impacts to
hewnes and avoid a pyrotechnies plant

B-LES-011 {Anonymous) — Approximately 0.25 miles north of 302™ Street head east cross-
country [rom CH 32 for approximately 1 mile connecting with the alternative route at 300°
Street, Follow 300" Strect to 181% Avenue and tum north following 181" north conneeling
with the preferred at West 260™ Street. This alternative may follow more existing roads than
the segment il is meant Lo replace.

Lincoln County

P-LNC-001 {Stersinger) - From CR 134 go north on CH 8. Then east cross-country o 3400
Street continue cast eross-country to Lyon Lincoln Road. This altermative appears to follow
more existing roads and would impact a similar number of homes when compared to the
segment iL is meant Lo replace.

Lyon County

P-LYN-00)1 (Cirandview Township) - From 330™ procced north along CR 8. AL 340" Street
head east cross-country for approximately | mile 1 340" Street following 340” to Lyon
Lincoln Road and continue east cross-country connecting to the preferred route at 340™
Sireel. This allemative seeks 1o reduce potential impacts 1o homes,

A-LYN-001 (Prins) From alternative rowte proceed south on CH 9 1o 240™ Street. Head
ast on 2407 Street 10 310" Avenue and head north on 310% connecling with the alwrnative
route. This allernative avoids bisecling agriculiure property and appears to [ollow an exisling
road.
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A-LYN-002 (Maeyaert] — Head north on 170" Avenue from the intersection of 260" Street
and 170" Continuc on 170 Avenue o CH 19, Procced cast on CH 19 for approximately
3.5 miles turning south cross-country for approximately 1.5 miles then east for approximately
1.25 miles and east-southeast approximately 0.75 miles crossing CH 23, finally turning south
and connecting with the alternative route. This alternative appears to follow section lines
where the alternative docs not and provides an alternative Redwooed River crossing and

avoi wolf course and residential area. This alternative segment was originally looked at
by the applicants.

A-LYN-003 {City of Lynd) — Samc as Alternative A-LY N-(H2 except afier crossing CH 23
the route would continue in an east-southeast direction to 320" Avenue and follow 320
south connecting with the alternative route. The allemative may avoid new [uture residenual
developments north of the city of Lind, and encroachment of Savanmah Oaks Golf Course.
The alternate is also outside Lind city limits and may avoid disturbing a heavily wooded area
near the Redwood River.

B-LYN-001 {Multiple} From the preferred route follow State Highway 23 north. This
alternative may minimize impacts to agriculture land, potentially impact fewer homes, and
would lollow existing State Highway 23 1o Granite Falls,

Redwood County

P-RDW-001 {Zwaschka) — From 290" Street at Crown Avenue head south cross-country o
State Highway 19, Proceed cast along State Highway 19 connecting with the preferred route
at Dayton Avenue. This alternative seeks to avoid residences,

A-RDW-001 (Prins}  Route would turm cast from CH 7 approximately 24 mile north of 350
Street and head cross-country for approximately 0.5 miles and tum north connecting with the
allemative route. This alicmalive may avoid bisceting agricullural property owned by one
entity by moving to a shared property line.

Renville Conmiy

P-RVL-001 {Multiple} - From the preferred route at 420 Street follow 640% Avenue east
{road changes to 3007 Street) continue eust to 5717 Avenue connecting with the preferred
route. This allernative was inilially evaluated by the applicants and may reduce the length of
the route by approximatcly 4 miles impacting a similar amount of homes as the scrment it is
meant to replace,

P-BVL-003 (Hollbeck) - From 420° Sireet follow Siale Highway 19 east to 460 Streel
where the route would head narth cross-country to 6607 Avenue connecting with the
preferred route. The alternative seeks to reduce transmission line proliferation in the arga
fother lines exist) and appears o follow along existing roads and railroad.
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Rice County

ARIC-001 {Lake Marion to Hampton  ATF [NE Alr 2 From alternative route at 14 1st
Avenue continue cross-country approximately 1.5 miles to Leaf Trail. Follow Leaf Trail
southeast to 60 Street West. Take 60 east to CH 19 connecting to the alternative route,
This altemative may reduce impacts to homes and avoid Tuture growth ol the city ol
Lonsdale,

A-RIC-003 (Sirck} - From 57% Strect West continuz north along Elmore Avenue to 50%
Strect West, At 507 Strect turn cast eross-country to Interstate 35 conneeting with the
alterative route, This alternative is intended to avoid homes along 57" Street West.

Seont County
P-SCT-001 {Zweber) - From the preferred route at Jongquil Avenue follow East 250™ Street

cast 1o Texas Avenue, Follow Texas Avenue north connecting with the preferred route. This
alternative may avoid bisecting agricultural land and follow existing roads i entirety.

P-SCT-002 (Multiple] - From West 270" Street and Aberdeen Avenue head cast cross-
country approximately 1 mile o Delmar Avenue and proceed north along Delmar o West
260™ Street conneeting with the preferred route. This alternative may reduce potential
impacts Lo homes on Aberdeen Avenue and West 260" Sireel.

D-SCT-003 {Lake Marion to Hampton  ATF [NW Alt 3]} From the preferred route at 245"
Street East and Pillsbury Avenue head east along 245™ Avenue to Dodd Boulevard
connecting with the preferred route. This allernative may impact fewer homes, appears w0
fallow existing roads, reduce eross-country routing, and may he shorter and maore direet than
the segment it is meant to replace.

P-SCT-007 (Johnson} - From the prefemed route at Jonquil Ave and East 260™ Street head
east along 260% (CH 2) through Elko New Market to Interstate 35. This alternative would
utilize an existing county highway and may be a shorter and more divect route.

Sibley Conmiy

P-SIB-001 (Kahle} - From the prelerred route at CH 13 head east cross-country 3 miles 1o CH
9. Head north on CH 9 to 310" Strect and go cast to 391 Avenue and continue cast 0.5
miles, south 0.25 miles, then east | mile to 375" Lane and head south to 316" Street
connecting with the preferred roule. This allernative is similar o applicants roule segment,
and appears Lo polentially impact fewer homes.

D-SIB-002 (Multiple) - From the prefarred route at 324" Street head south cross-conntry 0,75
miles o U8, Highway 169. Go cast on ULS. Highway 169 across the Minngsota River and
rejoin the preferred just east of the river. This alternative seeks to unlize existing Minnesota
River crossing (LS. Highway 169),
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D-SIB-003 (Hildebrandt) - From the preferred route head south along State Highway 22
Lurning cast on 320™ Sircet and following 320® 1o CH 13 conneeting with the preferred route.
This alternative may avoid bisecting agri 1 land and appears to follow existing roads,
Yellow Medicine Conngy
B-YEL-001 (Multiple] From the preferred route at 520" Street, take the altemative route
north along State Highway 23, This route alternative appears (o ulilize Stae Highway 23 1o
conneet the applicants” preferred route o their alternative route,

VIL. REJECTED ALTERNATIVE ROUTES

Twelve ol the allemative routes suggested by the ATFs (NW Aliemative 1A, NW Aliemmative 113,
NW Alernative 3, SE Allermative 2, ST Aliernative 3, SW Altermative 2, SW Allernative 5, 1-90
to 1-35, 1-29 to 194, 1-90 to U8, 52, 1-90 to MN 56, and U.S. 14 to 1-90. as delineated in the ATF
reports) and 33 of the alternative routes suggested through public comment will be described in
the EIS, but will not be considered Tor [urther siudy or cvaluation i the EIS. The route scgmenits
were rejected as they either did not meet the stated need of the project as defined in the Cenificate
of Need (CapX 345 kV Transmission Projects, Docket No, ET-2, E-002, et al JCN-06-1115), had
more impacts relative o the eriteria used by the Commission in route permil delerminations as
defined in Minnesota State 216E.03, subd, 7., or were meomplete in their description andfor
depiction.

The [ollowing seven rejected routes are nol described
they specifically did not meet the sured need of the project as defined in the Certificate of Need
(CapX 345 kV Transmission Projects, Docket No. ET-2, E-002, et al/CN-06-1115): SE
Aliemnative 2, SE Aliernative 3, 1-90 10 1-35, 1-29 10 194, 1-9%0 10 1.5, 52, 1-90 10 MN 56, and 1.S.
14 to [-40,

ie list below and were rejected because

Brown County

P-BRN-006 (Prahl) From the preferred route head south from Terrance Avenue to 260%
Sireel and go west along 260™ 1o 320" Avenue proceed north following along 320" and
temminates. This was an incomplele route allernative.

Dakota Connty

P-DAK-001 (Mulliple} — Connect wilh prefemred route al Pillsbury Avenue and 245" Suwreel
East and head cast along 245™ for approximately 0.3 miles hefore turning southeast and
cross-country one-tenth mile then east 0.5 miles and northeast approximately 0.75 miles then
turning cast-northeast along the cast side of Dodd Boulevard connceting with the prelerred
route at 240% Street West. This altemnative heads cross-country biseeting properties in a
diagonal fashion. This alternative has more impacts relative to the critera considered by the
Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment it is attempting to replace.
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[-DAK-003 (Braun) — From north of 240 Street at preferred route head east cross-country to
Audrey Street and terminate. This allemative heads eross country bisceling propertics in a
dingonal fashion and would impact a large wetland complex. This was an incomplete route
altermative.

P-DAK-O0% {Braun) — Approximately 0.9 miles north of 240% Strect West, head cast cross-
country and along 307" Street West from the preferred route for approximately 1.8 miles to
Biscayne Avenue West and [ollow Biscayne nerth o 230™ Streel West connecling with the
preferred route. This alternative would run cross-country not following scetion or property
lines bisceting propertics and would also run through a fairly large wooded arca. This
altemative has more impacts relative to the criteria idered by the C ission in route
permil decisions than the roule segment il is allempling (o replace.

A-DAK-0G] {Lake Marion to Hampton — ATF [NW Alt LA |) — From [nterstawe 35 head cast
cross-country o CR 9 (307" Swreet). Continuz cast on 307" Street 1o an existing 69 kV line
amd follow line northeast connecting with alternate route near Danbury Avenue, This
aliermative would run cross-country not following seclion or properly lines bisecting
properties, The altemative has more impaets relative to the eriteria considered by the
Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment it is attempting to replace.

B-DAK-001 (Mertens)  From 220" Street East approximately 0.6 miles east of Collier Court
head south cross-country approximately 5.5 miles then east 3.5 miles to Fischer Avenue,
[ollow Fischer north o U8, Highway 52, From LS. Highway 52 head north cross-country
approximately 4 miles to tenmination, This alternative does not meet the stated need of the
project as defined in the Certificatle of Need.

Le Sxenr County

P-LES-001 (ATF _Henderson |SW Alt 5]) From preferred route east of 320" Street follow
State Highway 28 northeast to CR 155 and take CR 155 southeast to 320™ Street connecting
with the preferred route. No reason provided as to why this alternative should be included in
seope. This allernative has more impacts relative o the erilena considered by the
Commission in route permit de s than the route segment it is attempting to replace.

B-LES-010 (Malecha) — From preferred route, continue east along CH 28 (320” Street ) to
CH 31 and turn south comtinuing cross-country to State Highway 99, Proceed cast on State
Highway 99 1o CR 137 and lollow CR 137 north 1o CH 28, conneeting with the aliemative
royte, This altermative adds considerable length to project, impacts more homes, and impacts
more wetlands than the segment that it is attempting to replace.
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Lyon County

P-LYN-002 (Markell) — From 340 Sireet follow 190" Avenue norih wirning east and
following 350" Street to 220 Avenue. Continue cast cross-country approximately 1.5 miles
re-connecting with 350" Street and continuing to 265™ Street. The route continucs cast cross-
country for another 0.5 miles re-connecting with 3507 Street finally connecting to the
preferred route. This allernalive would negatively impact windbreaks/tree groves, would
impact just as many homes, and would span a large wetland complex. This alternative has
more negative impacts than the route segment it is intended to replace.

P-LYN-003 (Tingels) — Just narthwest of 340" Street head southeast along State Highway 68
turning south at 190™ Avenue following 190% to 310" Street. Follow 310" Street east with a
couple of 0.5 mules sections of cross-country to 280" Avenue connecting to the preferred
route. Mo reason provided as Lo why this aliernalive should be included in scope. This
alicrnative would run cross-country nol following seetion or property lines and bisceling
properties, includes more cross-country routing, impacts windbreaks/itree groves, and more
impacts to homes. This allemative has more impacts relative (o the criteria considered by the
Commission in route permit decisions than the route scgment it is attempting to replace,

P-LYN-004 (Markell) - From preferred route at 340" Street head north on 180% Avenue and
ast along 350% Sireet terminating at CH 23, This allernative would run through 2 large
wetland complex and is incomplete in its deseription and depiction,

P-LYN-005 {(Markell) - Fram approximately 0.2 miles west of Stalc Highway 68 procecd
south cross-country approximately 0.9 miles to 170% Avenue and south to 320" Streer,
Proceed east along 320" Street crossing State Highway 68 and heading 0.5 miles through the
north portion of the city of Ghent to 280™ Avenue connecting with the preferred route. A
slight variation ol P-LY MN-002,

P-LYN-006 { Grandview Township) - From 330" Streel follow Lyon Lincoln County Road
south [ollowing an existing 69 kV line, Al approximately 1.5 miles proceed east
approximately 5 miles cross-country to 160% Avenuc and head south ta 300" Strect and head
east on 300" finally connecting with the preferred route at 280" Avenue. This alternative
would run eross-country nol following seciion or property lines bisecling properties. The
alternative has more impaets relative to the eriteria idcred by the C ission in routc
permit deeisions than the route scgment it 15 attempting to replace.

Nicoller County

P-NCL-001 {Multiple} — From preferred route continue cast from 340° Strect heading eross-
country through Minncsota River Valley for approximately 4,25 miles connecting again at
340" Streer and following the road east approximately 15 miles with numerous cross-country
segments including crossing over Clear Lake linally meeting up with 571" Avenue and
heading north comneeting with preferred route, A large majority of this altermate route runs
cross-country and bisects a number of properties and would cross over Clear Lake (a publi
water). The altemative has more impacts relative to the criteria considered by the
Commission in roule permil deeisions than the roule scgment it is allempling o replace.

I-258 Katie
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Renville Conmiy

P-RVL-002 (Fors\) - From 420" Street follow 6307 Avenue east to 4307 Street and continue
cast cross-country 2 milcs connecting with 630" again and head cast (1 mile cross-country
hetween 465" Streetand CH 4). At 520" Street twem north and fallow to 300" Street and head
east to 6317 Avenue. Follow 651* south approximately | mile and head east cross-country
for 1.75 miles wo 310® Street, following 3107 east 1o 61 1™ Avenue where roule again heads
cross-country 4 miles connecting to the preferred route. This altemative adds more length of
cross-country reuting that wonld biseet single-owner agriculiural land. This alternative has
more impacts relative to the criteria considered by the Commission in route permit decisions
than the route segment it is allempling Lo replace,

Rice County

A-RIC-004 (Jones) — Comneets Lo alternate route at Interstate 35 just south of 43" Strect West
amd hieads north cross-country approximately 3 miles to 270" East Street where it terminates,
A large majority of this alternalive route runs cross-country and bisects a number ol
properties, The altemative has more impaets relative to the eriteria considered by the
Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment it is attempting to replace. The
allernative was alse incomplete in its description and depiction.

A-RIC-005 (Malz)  From 141 Avenue head northeast cross-country to CH 6 (43" Sweet
West)., Follow CH 6 to the point where the road veers south (Kannebec Avenue) and
conlinue casl cross-country approximately 3 miles o CR 96 (Halsiad Avenue) and Tollow
Halstad south connecting to the altemative route. A large majority of the alternate route runs
cross-country and bi-sects & number of properties, This alternative has more impacts relative
to the criteria considered by the Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment
il is aliempting o replace.

Seart County

P-SCT-004 {ATF — Henderson [ MW AlL3 [ - From Wesl 270% Sireet and Aberdeen Avenue
head nontheast cross-country approximately 1.1 mile to Delmar Avenue and proceed north
along Delmar to Wesl 260" Streel connecting with the preferred route. This alternative heads
cross-country hiseeting prope n a diagonal fashion, This alternative has more impacts
relative to the criteria consid hy the O isgion in route permit decisions than the route
segment it is atempiing to replace.

P-SCT-003 (Nytes) At a point on West 270 Sweet approximately 0.3 miles west of
Aberdeen head southeast cross-country 0.1 mile, east (.25 miles, northeast 0.25 miles, then
east 0.75 miles to Delmar Avenue. Head north along Delmar connecting with the preferred
roule at West 2607 Sireel. A slight variation of P-SCT-004.
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D-SCT-006 (Nytes) - At a point on West 270" Street approximately 0.3 miles west of
Aberdeen head southeast eross-country 0.1 mile, cast .25 miles, northeast 0.25 miles, then
cast 0,75 miles to West 270" Street. Follow 270™ east to Naylor Avenue and go northeast
cross country approximately 0.25 miles then head north approximately 0.9 miles to West
260" Street connecting with the preferred route. A slight variation of P-SCT-004 and P-SCT-
[LIN

P-SCT-008 {Lake Marion to Hampton — ATEF [SW AlL 2]} - From CH 2 (Cast 260" Street) go
north on Langford Avenue approxi 1y 4 miles then go cast on CH 8 (220" Sweet Fast) for
approximately 10 miles. Continue cast on CH 70 o Interstate 35 and continue south along
Interstate 35 connecting with the preferred and alternative route. This alternative would
impact many more homes/properties, add considerable length 10 route, cross or come very
near many Minnesota Department of Naturz] Resources public waters. This altemative has
more impacts relative to the criteria considered by the Commission in route permit decisions
than the route segment it is attempting to replace.

A-SCT-001 {Lake Marion 1o Hamplon - ATE [NW AlL1B) - Follow existing 115 kV
transmission ling north from 57" Swreet West ting with the prop 1al ive route
just north of 245™ Street East. This altemative route would have the lake Marion substation
moved south, This alternative does not meet the stated need ol the project as delined in the
Certificale of Need.

B-SCT-001 (Multiple} — Approximately 0.3 miles norih of West 263™ Avenue on Fabor
Avenue from the allernate route head cast eross-country 3 miles connceling with the preferred
route at West 260% Street. A large majority of this alternate route runs cross-country and
bisects a number of properties. This alternative has more impacts relative to the criteria
considered by the Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment it is
allempting to replace.

Yellow Medicine Connty

B-YEL-0412 (West) - From the alternate route at 290% Avenue to State Highway 23 then north
along Highway 23 to 200" Avenue. This was an incomplete route alternative.

VUL ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES
The EIS will evaluate a total of 26 alignment alternatives suggested in comments. These are
alternatives that fell within the applicants’ requested route widths and generally entail site
speeifie concems such as building on one side of the road or the other, avoiding tree groves, and
iding ional arcas or cnvir lly sensitive arcas.

IX. REQUIRED PERMITS AND APPROVALS
The EIS will include a hist of permnils that will be required [or the project.
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X. ISSUES OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THE EIS
The following issues will not be considered or evaluated in the EIS:

1. Any route or not specifically identified in this scoping decision
2. Questions of need, including size, type, and timing; questions of alternative system
configurations; or questions of voltage.
. The no-build option regarding the high voltage transmission line.

3.
4. The impacts of specific energy sources, such as carbon outputs from coal-generated facilities.
5.

Policy issues surrounding whether utilitics or local-government should be liable for the cost
1o relocate utility poles when roadways are widened.

6. The manner in which land owners are paid for transmission righls of way easements, as that
is outside the jurisdiction of Public Utilitics Commission.

XL SCHEDULE

I ing is the

October 2009 — Draft IS available.
October and November 2009 — Draft EIS public mectings.
Jomuary 2010 Final EIS available.

Signed this 3O day of June, 2009

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF ENERGY SECURITY

LV 7T

William Glahn, Dircclor
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This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-

La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments

to the project team dealing with the project in Webster Township with
which you have raised concerns.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a timely
manner. Project information is updated regularly on the project website,

www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statementwill be available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

[-259-002
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
259-001.
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From: horsefly@integra.net [mailto:horsefly@integra.net]
Sent: Tuesday, July 87, 2889 3:85 PM

To: Strength, Stephanie - Washington, DC

Subject: CapxX2826 Project

Dear Ms. Strength,

I am strongly opposed to the CapX282® project, and have attached a
letter documenting some of my concerns, and specifically the use of
s@th Street as an alternative route for the project.

I want to be sure to note that I feel that both 5@th Street and 57th
Street in Webster, MN (Rice County) are unsuitable for identical
reasons, with 58th Street slightly more so, due to the even closer
proximity to the Sky Harbor Airpark.

Again, thank you for your consideration, and please feel free to call
or email with any questions or comments.

Sincerely,

Anastasia Balfany

3728 58th Street West

Webster, MN 55088

952-652-2786

WOWOWOW W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W
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1-260-001 |
1-260-003 I

1-260-002

there discovered the route went right across our front yard. We still have not been officially notified except for
general letlers informing us of informational meetings, Earlier in May we discovered a pink ribbon tied 1o a tree
up in our woods, We were upset that someone had trespassed on our land with out permission. We now assume
it had to do with the power lines,

*Do you take into consideration that the proposed power lines are in someone’s front yard? Our house is built
inlo the hillside with windows only on the south and west sides. Our three bedrooms and living room all [ace
south overlooking our front yard.

*We heat our house and greenhouse exclusively with wood heat. We are dependent on the trees in our woods
for our future needs for heat. Tt would be a hardship it trees are cleared for power lines.

*A few years back we bought a dish so that we could finally get TV reception. Because we are basically
surrounded by hills, the only direction we can point the dish is south, Will these power lines interrupt our ability
1o pull in TV stations? 7/23/2009 12:06:00 PM

1-260 Cocker, Denice

Appendix |

[-260-001

Your letter/comment card has been comment noted. The criteria used to
route the transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study
which is available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These
criteria and routing process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement. The project is still in the development and planning
stages and the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the
transmission line. As Ms. Schultz stated in her letter the impact to
landowners and land use is taken into consideration in the routing
process.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

[-260-002

Your comment has been noted. Interference with electrical equipment
caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual
landowners if the problem arises.

[-260-003

Your letter/comment card has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria
and routing process along with potential impacts to vegetation resources
will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
Additional The project is still in the development and planning stages and
the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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[-261-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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The applicants also indicate the project would cn'hﬂncc cnstomer service capabilities in western
Minnesola and the southern suburbs of the Twin Citics. Morcover, the project would provide rencwable
resource generation outlet capability of approximately 700 megawatts from the Buffalo Ridge area in
southwest Minnesota, Detailed information regarding the purpose and need for this transmission project
is provided in the May 22, 2009, Order issued by the Conumission granting Certificates of Need for the
CapX 345 kV Transmission Projects, l)m.kr:l Mo. ET-2, E-(02, cL 2l “t-1115

(https;fwww edockets. state, mn,ue EFili hod=showeDocketsSearcl

&showldocke=true).

chDocuments, do?

REGULATORY BACKGROUND

The applicants filed a route permit application on December 2%, 2008, under the full permitting process of
the Power Plant Siting Act (Minngsola Statuie 21615, The application was 5 plete by the
Commission on January 29, 2009, Under the Tull permilting process the Commission has one year from
the date the application was accepted as complete to make a decision on the route permit.

SCOPING PROCESS

Route permit applications for high valtage wansmission lincs are subject to environmental revi
accordance with Minnesota Rules 78495200 1o 78495340 {(full permitting process). Scoping is the first
slep in the permilting process aller application acceplance. The scoping process has two primary
purposes, to ensure that the public has a chance o participate in determining what routes and issucs 1o
study in the E1%, and to help focus the EIS on the most important issucs surrounding the route permit
decision.

OES staft collected and reviewed comments on the scope of the EIS by convening two advisory task
forces, holding public scoping meetings throughout the proposed project area, and accepting written
comments from March 30, 2009, through April 30, 2000, This scope identifies potential
human/cnvironmental issucs and project roule or substation site alternatives that will be addressed in the
EIS. The scope also presents a tentative schedule of the environmental review process.

Advisory Task Forces

Two geographically-based advisory task forees (ATFs) were established by the OFS, the Lake Marion to
Hampton ATF and the Minnesota River Crossings to New Prague ATF. The ATFs were each charged
with: (1) identifying local site or route specific impacts and issues of local concem, and (2) identifving
allemative transmission ling roules or substation locations in their respective arca of concern that may
maximize positive impacts and minimize or avoid negative impacts of the project. The task forces each
met three tunes between March and April 2009, The recommendations of the ATI's have been considered
during the prL'pumllml ol th u|x and can be I'uund in their respective reports. The ATF repons are
available at hrip:/| y
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Public Scoping Meetings

Twelve public information ings were d d by the OES T March 30 10 April 9, 2004, al
nine dilTerent locations that included the cities of Marshall, Hendricks, Crranile Falls, Redwood Falls,
Gaylord, Henderson, New Prague, Lakeville, und C Falls, Approximately 1,065 people attended
the twelve public meetings, according Lo the meeling sign-in sheets. The scoping meetings provided the
public an opporunity to leamn about the propesed projeet and the route permitting process, review the
route permit application, and ask questions and submit comments, A court reporter was present at each of
the public meetings and vanscribed questions asked and made by the public as well as.
responses [rom the OES and the applicants.

Public Comments

A public comment period beginning the day of the first public scoping meeting and ending on Aprl 30,
2009, provided the public an additional opporlunity w submil comments and allemative roules o be
considered for the scope of the EIS. A total of 99% comments were received by the ¢lose of the comment
period which included 801 written or emailed comments and 198 oral comments (rom the public scop
meelings. There was also approsimately 827 fonm letter/posicards [rom the Wau Munisotaram Temple
indicating opposition to the ling near their Temple.

All of the written and oral comments submitied at the scoping meetings along with comments received by
mail and email were reviewed and entered into a d.

Fach wis evaluated for issues ar
concems that should be considered for detailed evaluation in the EIS and were classificd based on the
major topics of the comments. Table | below summarizes the major issnes raised in these comments, as
well as the relative frequeney the issue was raised

Table 1. Major Issues Raised During Public Scoping Period

i Number of Times | Percentage of Major
Issue Mentioned Issues
Healll/EMF 428 43%
Property Value/Compensation 369 3%
Specific Route Selection {Suggested Alternatives) 297 0%
Proximity 1o Homes 294 29%
Other* 228 3%
General Route Selection {Support or Non-Support 174 179
of Proposed Roules) '
Rare or Unique Species 138 14%
Aegsthelics 133 13%
Swray Vollage 83 8%
Trees/Wind Breaks 45 5%
TV Radio/GPS 41 4%
Naoise a7 4%

*Other included issues relmed to: daa in rowde permit application, geeral apposition (o the project, project need, and
casctnent negotiation process, among others.
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The public suggested over 297 route alternatives to the applicants” proposed routes through comment, Of
the 297 roule allernative suggestions 197 of them were capressing opposition or prel far
the applicants’ preferred route, altemative route, or ne project at all, This left 100 remaining route
alternatives that were divided into those that fell within the applicants” requested route width and those
that fell outside the requested route width. Afier further refinement and removal of missed duplicates, 26
alternatives el within the requesied route width and were catcgorized as alignment alternatives (an
“alignment alremative™ in this case means a suggested change in the applicants’ proposed transmission
centerline, such as a shifl [rom one side of a roadway (o the other, bul where the line would still be
Tocated within the original route width) and 74 alternatives fell outside the requested route width and were
catcgorized as route alternatives,  Altermative routes recommended by the ATFs were also included in this
review,

The task foree mecting reports and scoping meeting comment repors, as well as cach individual comment
(letter or email) are available on the project website maintained by the C ission at:
htip:ifenargyf £5. Pl state. ocket html?[d=19860,

MATTERS TO BE ADDRESSED
Having reviewed the matter, consulted with OES Enerpy Facility Permitting staff, ar
Minnesota Rule 784953040, 1 hereby make the [ollowing Scoping Decision.

in accordance with

The applicants’ route permit application describes their route analysis and contains the infermation
required by Minnesola Rule 7894.5220, subp. 2, as delermined by the Commission. The CIS will
surnmarize the process the applicants’ used to identify, evaluate, and select the routes. The E1S will also
verify and supplement information provided in the route permit and will incomorate the
information by reference as appropriate.

The EIS on the proposed Brookings to Humpton 345 KV transmission line project will address and
provide information on the following matters:

| A INTRODUCTION
A. Project Descriplion
B. Purposc of the Transmission Linc
(. Project Location
D. Route Description
[ Roule Width
F. Rights-of-Way
G, Project Cost

1L REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
A, Certificate of Need
B. Route Permit
C. Environmental Review Process

III.  ENGINEERING AND OPERATION DESIGN
A, Transmission Line Conductors
B. Transmission Line Structurcs
C. Substations
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Iv.  CONSTRUCTION
A, Transmission Line and Structures
B. Substations
. Property/Right-of-Way Acquisition
0. Cleanup and Restoration
E. Damage Compensation
I, Maintenance
(3. Underground Options

Y. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, POTENTIAL IMPACTS, AND MITIGATIVE
MEASURES
The EIS will include a discussion of the human and envire | resources p ially impacted
by the projeet and its allernatives. Potential impacts, both positive and negative, of the proposed
project and each alternative considered will be described. Based on the impacts identified, the
LIS will deseribe mitigative measures that could reasonably be implemented (o reduce or
climinate the identificd impacts.

A, Environmental Setting
B. Socioeconomic Selling
€. Human Sertlement

L. MNoise

2, Aesthetics

3. Proximily 1o Struclurcs

a4, Homes and Farmsteads {including farming related structures such as silos,
grain bins, etc.)

b. Businesses

¢ Schools/Daycares

d. Hospitals

e. Cemeleries
Displacement

Tree Groves/Windbreaks
Existing Utilities (pipelines, propane tanks, septic systems)
7. Domestic Water Well Installation/Maintenance
. Public Health and Safety
L. Electric and Magnetic Fields
2. Lmplantable Medical Devices
3. Stray Voliage
4. Explosives/Fireworks
L. Recreation
1. Parks {cily, county, state, and [cderal)
2. Goll Courses
3. Trails
I. Transporlation and Public Services
1. Emcrgency Services
2. Alrports
3. Highways and Roads (including scenic highways/byways and rest swops)

asialt >
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G. Interference
1. Radio and Tclevision (digital and satellitc)
2, Intermet
3. Cellular Phone
4. GPS-Based Agriculture Navigation Systems
H. Archacological and Historic Resources
1. Zoning and Compatibility/Federal, State and Local Government Plant
J.  Land-Based Economies
1. Agriculure
a. Prime Farmland
b.  Organic Farms
¢. Livestock
4. Acrial Crop Spraying Dusting
e Bee Keeping/Bee Colonies
2, Forestry
3. Mining
K. Property Values
1. Residential
2, Industrial
3 Agriculare
L. Air Quality (As it pertains specifically to this t ission line project only.)
M. Natural Resources
1. Surface Water
a. Lakes
b. Surface Flows
Groundwater
Wetlands
Floodplains
State Wildlife Management Arcas/Scicniilic Malural Arcas
National Wildlife Refuge/Waterfow! Production Arcas
Forests

BN

N. Tlora
0. Fauna
P, Rare and Unique Natural Resources/Critical Habitat

¥I.  ALTERNATIVE ROUTES TO BE EVALUATED IN EIS

The EIS will identily and evaluate allernalive roules and route segments to the proposed project.

Ning of the 21 ATF identified routes and 3% of the 71 alternative routes suggest through public

comment will be evaluated in the EIS and are presented below and illustrated in Figures 6 1o 16,

HBrown County

P-BRN-001 (Prahl) - Approxi ly 0.5 miles south of 280 Street on Terrance Aveunue
head cast cross-country approximately 1 mile o 330" Avenue, Head north along 330%
approximately 0.25 miles and go east cross-country 0.25 miles and then north 0.25 miles
connecting with the preferred route. This allemative is inlended 1o maximize the distance
hetween existing homes and the ransmission line,
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[-BRM-002 (Prahl) — Approximately 0.5 miles south of 280™ Street on Terrance Avenue
head cast cross-country o 325% Avenue and proceed north connceting with the preferred
route. This altermative 1s intended to maximize the distance between existing homes and the
transmission line and is a variation of P-BRN-001.

P-BRN-(3 (Prahl) - Apy 1y 0.5 miles south of 280° Street on Terrance Avenuc
liead east cross-country w 320” Avenue and proceed north following along 320" to where it
[orks and proceed north cross-country 0.5 miles north then 0.25 miles west o 420" Streel
connecting with the preferred route. This altemative is intended to maximize the distance
between cxisting homes and the transmission line,

P-BEN-004 (Prahl) — Approximately 0.5 miles south of 330™ Street on Terrance Avenue
head cast cross-country to 330% Avenue and follow 330° Avenue north for approximately 1
mile and turn east cross-country to 325" Avenue. Follow 325" Avenue north where it
connects with the preferred route. This alternative is intended to maximize the distance
hetween existing homes and the transmission line and is a variation o P-BRN-001 and P-
BRN-DOZ.

P-BRN-005 (Prahl) — Approsimately 0.5 miles south of 3307 Strect on Temance Avenue
head cast cross-country o 330 Avenuc and lollow 330" Avenue narth [or approximately 1,23
miles then po east cross-country 0.25 miles and then north 0.25 miles connecting with the
preferred route. This alternative is intended 1o imize the di belween existing
homes and the transmission ling and is 2 variation of P-BRN-(01, P-BRN-002, and P-BRN-
004,

Dakote County

P-DAK-002 (Kaufenberg) — Follow Interstate 35 north from where the preferred and
allemative roules mect, crossing Intersiate 35 cast o 215" Strect West. Proceed cast along
215" Street to Hamburg Avnenue and follow it north to Lakeville Boulevard, Proceed east
on Lakeville Boulevard then south on Denmark Avenue 1o 225™ Street West where it would
head southeast cross-country 0.5 miles and then north-northwest 0.3 miles connecting with
the preferred route. This aliernative sccks o avoid existing residences on 240™ Strect West
ad reduce the amount of cross-country route,

P-DAK-004 (Rother) — Approximately 0.5 miles west ol U.S, Highway 52 (Coales
Boulevard) the route would head north eross-country approcimately (.25 miles then tum cast
for 0.5 miles to Coates Boulevard, This alternative was suggested to avoid bisecting
agricullural land and instead [ollow properly/section lines.

P-DAK-005 (Multiple)  Approximatcly 0.5 miles cast of Blaine Avenue the route would
turn north from 220" Street cross-country for approximately 0.5 miles then east 0.5 miles to
Blaine Avenue. Proceed north along Blaine Avenue approximately 0.2 miles and head cast
cross-country for approximately 2 miles to 215" Street East and on to Coates Boulevard,
This alternative seeks to avold the Hampton Woods arvea, the Watt Munisotaram Buddhist
Temple and residences along 220™ Street Cast.
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P-DAK-00% (Multipley - Interstate 35 nerth from where the preferred and alternative routes
meel, erossing Intersiale 35 cast 1o 215" Streel Wesl, Proceed cast along 215 Strect o
Flagstafl Avenme. The route would continue east cross-country approximately | mile then
turn soutl 1.5 miles, briefly running along Cssex Avenue eventually turning east for 1.2 miles
connecting with the preferred route. This alternative seeks to avoid existing residences on
240 Street West and reduce the amount of eross-country route.

P-DAK-007 (Mertens) — From the alternative route at Interstate 35 and 57" Streel West head
cast eross-country approximately 3 miles to 307" Street West, Continue along 307" Street to
Eveleth Avenuc and cast crogs-country approx cly 1 mile and northeast following along
an existing rail line and 69 KV transmission line for approximately 7 miles to 240™ Street
Wesl connecting with the preferred route. This allernative ulilizes an existing 69 KV right-ol-
way and railroad, may impact fewer homes, and may be a more direet and shorter route,

D-DAK-00% (Lake Marion to Hampton — ATF [NW Alt 2]) - From preferred rowte follow
Pillsbury Avenue north 1o 215" Strect West, Head cast along 215" Sueet to Cedar Avenue
and continue east cross-country for approximately 0.5 miles then southeast 1.8 miles and
again east approximately 1 mile to 220" Street West. Proceed down 220™ Street to Denmark
Avenue and head south along Denmark veering southeast cross-country at 225 Streel West
conneeting with 1 ferred route. This allemative is a variation of P-DAK-006 w
seeks to avoid existing residences on 240™ Street West and reduce the amount of cross-
counlry roule.

P-DAK-010 (Lake Marion to Hampton  ATF [Buddhist Templ: Approximately 0.5
miles east of Blaine Avenue the route would turn north from 220" Street cross-country for
approximately 0.5 miles then east 0.5 miles 1o Blaine Avenue and continue east cross-country
for approximately 2 miles to 215 St st and on w LS, Highway 52 {Coates
Boulevard). This alternative is a variation of I-DAK-005 and also secks to avoid the
Hampton Woods arca, the Watt Munisotaram Buddhist Temple and residences along 220%
Street East,

A-DAK-002 {Lake Marion to Hampton — ATF [NE Alt 3 “right-angle” and NW Alt 1C]) -
From Northlicld Boulevard cast along County Highway (CH) 86 {280th Strect East) then
north on Fischer Avenue to U.S, Highway 52, Route continues north cross-country
temminating just north of Northlield Boulevard. This allermative seeks w avoid the city of
Hampion and reduce number of polentally impacted homes.

A-DAK-003 (Lake Marion to Hampton  ATF [NE Alt 3 “diagonal”]) Travel east from
alternate route al Hamplon Boulevard/240™ Street Cast 1o U.S, Highway 52, Head north on
U.S. Highway 52 10 CH 47 (Northlield Boulevard) continuing northeast along CH 47
approximately .75 miles and torminating.  This altermative sceks w avoid the city of
Hampton and reduce number of potentially impacted homes.

A-DAK-004 (Gerber]  From just north of Lewiston Boulevard head nertheast cross-country
240" Street East. Head north from 240™ Street East cross-country to CH 47 (Northfield
Boulevard). This alternative seeks to avoid the city of Hampton,
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A-DAK-005 {Kaufenberz) — From Interstate 35 head east along 280" Street E'W connecting

with altemative route at CH 47 (Northlield Boulevard). This allerative may utilize more
existing roads and reduce approximately 6 miles of cross-country route bisecting agriculwral
land.

Le Suenr County

P-LES-002 (Binveik) - From 320™ Sireet proceed north along 241 1o Street 302™ Sireet and
turn east following 302* o CH 32 and connceting with the preferred route. This alternative

secks 1o reduce transmission line proliferation in the arca (other lines cxist) and would follow
along existing roads.

A-LES-001 (Schmidt] Conncet with altemative route approximately 0.5 miles north of
310" Street and proceed east cross-country to Le Sueur Avenue. Follow Le Sueur Avenue
south to 70™ Street West connecting with the altemative route. This altemative may reduce
the impaets o homes within 300 feel of the ransmission centerline from 6 homes to 1 home

A-LES-002 (Hoy) - Follow 2 10™ Street north from the intersection of 300 Street and 210
Street, Avapproximately (1,75 miles wirn cast cross-country [or approximately .75 miles and
turn southeast conmecting with allemnative al 300" Swreet, The alternative seeks Lo avoid
residence/daycare on 300™ Street.

B-LES-001 (ATF — Henderson | NE Alt 21y - From preferred route head north along 265
Avenue, west on CH 28, nonth on 271" Avenue to West 280" Street. Proceed east on 280” 1o
German Road and head north on German Read for approximately L mile then continuing
cross-country 1.3 miles ing with German Road and ultimately the allernative route.
This altemative appears to utilize more existing nght-way and seeks to avoid existing
residences, and an airfield.

B-LES-002 (ATT — Henderson [NTE AlLSTh - From the aliemative route on CH 28 ncar
Township Highway 30 head northeast foll along existing 345 kV u ission line to
West 270" Street connecting with the preferred route. This alternative may reduce
transmission line prolifcration by wlilizing an existing 345 kV transmission line right-ol-way.

B-LES-003 (Meyer) From the preferred route follow U.S, Highway 169 northeast from just
south of Doppy Lane o Genman Road connecting with the altemative route. This allernative
secks o utilize U8, Highway 169 as a route conmeeting the preferred to the alternative
reducing some of the need for new right-of-way and impacts 1o homes.

B-LES-006 (Multiple} - From the preferred route on 320 Swreet head north on 265th Avenue
for 1 mile to CH 28, Head weston CH 28, north on 271 Avenug, cast on West 280™ Street,
and north on German Road ultimately connecting to the altemate route. A variation of B-
LES-0HH, B-LES-003, and B-LTS-004
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B-LES-007 {Davis] - Follow preferred route from river crossing to CH 32 and head north to
County Road (CR) 157. Proceed cast on CR 157 and north on CR 121 connceting with
alternate route, Proposed by the Scont County Board, This alternative may avoid conflicts
with the preferred route along CH 2 as idenufied in the Scott County 2030 Comprehensive
Plan Update, such as future public right-of-way expansion.

B-LES-008 (ATF__Henderson [NE Alt4])  From the preferred at 221 Avenue head east
along CH 28 w0 1417 Avenue connecting wilh (he ive route. This alt tive [ollows a
county roadcstablished right-of-way and may avoid impacts to dairy farms, day cares, and
wetlands, and may also reduces the amount of route that gocs cross-country.

B-LES-009 { Anonvinous) — From prelerred route Tollow CH 32 (Hickory Boulevard) north o
approximately 1.5 miles north of West 280" Street and continue north eross-country to West
260" Street. Turn east continuing cross-country for approximately 4 miles connecting with
the preferred route at West 260™ Street. This alternative seeks to reduce potential impacts to
hewnes and avoid a pyrotechnies plant

B-LES-011 { Anonymous) — Approximately 0.25 miles north of 302™ Street head east cross-
country from CH 32 for approximately 1 mile connecting with the alternative route at 300°
Street, Follow 300" Strect to 181% Avenue and tum north following 181" north conneeling
with the preferred at West 260™ Street. This alternative may follow more existing roads than
the segment il is meant Lo replace.

Lincoln County

P-LNC-001 {Stersinger) - From CR 134 go north on CH 8. Then east cross-country o 340U
Street continue cast cross-country to Lyon Lincoln Road. This altermative appears to follow
more existing roads and would impact a similar number of homes when compared to the
segmenl iL is meant Lo replace.

Lyon County

P-LYN-001 (Cirandvicw Township) - From 330™ procced north along CR 8. At 340™ Sireet
head east cross-country for approximately | mile 1 340" Street following 340” to Lyon
Lincoln Road and continue east cross-country connecting 1o the preferred route at 340™
Sireel. This allemative seeks 1o reduce polential impacts to homes,

A-LYN-001 (Prins) From alternative rowte proceed south on CH 9 1o 240™ Street. Head
ast on 2407 Street 10 310" Avenue and head north on 310% connecling with the alwrnative
route. This allernative avoids bisecling agriculiure property and appears to [ollow an exisling
road.
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A-LYN-002 (Maeyaert] — Head north on 170" Avenue from the intersection of 260" Street
and 170" Continuc on 170 Avenue o CH 19. Procced cast on CH 19 for approximately
3.5 miles turning south cross-country for approximately 1.5 miles then east for approximately
1.25 miles and east-southeast approximately 0.75 miles crossing CH 23, finally turning south
and connecting with the alternative route. This alternative appears to follow section lines
where the alternative docs not and provides an alternative Redwooed River crossing and

avoi wolf course and residential area. This alternative segment was originally looked at
by the applicants.

A-LYN-003 {City of Lynd) — Samc as Alternative A-LY N-(H2 except afier crossing CH 23
the route would continue in an east-southeast direction to 320" Avenue and follow 320
south connecting with the alternative route. The allemative may avoid new [uture residenual
developments north of the city of Lind, and encroachment of Savanmah Oaks Golf Course.
The alternate is also outside Lind city limits and may avoid disturbing a heavily wooded area
near the Redwood River.

B-LYN-001 {Multiple} From the preferred route follow State Highway 23 north. This
alternative may minimize impacts to agriculture land, potentially impact fewer homes, and
would lollow existing State Highway 23 1o Granite Falls,

Redwood County

P-RDW-001 {Zwaschka) — From 290" Street at Crown Avenue head south cross-country o
State Highway 19, Proceed cast along State Highway 19 connecting with the preferred route
at Dayton Avenue. This alternative seeks o avoid residences,

A-RDW-001 (Prins}  Route would turm cast from CH 7 approximately 24 mile north of 350
Street and head cross-country for approximately 0.5 miles and tum north connecting with the
allemative route. This alicmalive may avoid bisceting agricullural property owned by one
entity by moving to a shared property line.

Renville Conmiy

P-RVL-001 {Multiple} - From the preferred route at 420 Street follow 640% Avenue east
{road changes to 3007 Street) continue eust to 5717 Avenue connecting with the preferred
route. This allernative was inilially evaluated by the applicants and may reduce the length of
the route by approximatcly 4 miles impacting a similar amount of homes as the scgment it is
meant to replace,

P-BVL-003 (Hollbeck) - From 420° Sireet follow Siale Highway 19 east to 460 Streel
where the route would head narth cross-country to 6607 Avenue connecting with the
preferred route. The alternative seeks to reduce transmission line proliferation in the arga
{other lines exist) and appears 1o follow along existing roads and railroad.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



1-261 Doyle, Jody
Appendix |

Brookings to Hampton 345 KV Ti ission Line Praject
Loviranmental Ly Staterent Scoping Decision

TUIC Docket No. ~N8-1474

Trage 12

Rice County

ARIC-001 {Lake Marion to Hampton  ATF [NE Alr 2 From alternative route at 14 1st
Avenue continue cross-country approximately 1.5 miles to Leaf Trail. Follow Leaf Trail
southeast to 60 Street West. Take 60 east to CH 19 connecting to the alternative route,
This altemative may reduce impacts to homes and avoid Tuture growth ol the city ol
Lonsdale,

A-RIC-003 (Sirck} - From 57% Strect West continuz north along Elmore Avenue to 50%
Strect West, At 507 Strect turn cast eross-country to Interstate 35 conneeting with the
alterative route, This alternative is intended to avoid homes along 57" Street West.

Seont County
P-SCT-001 {Zweber) - From the preferred route at Jongquil Avenue follow East 250™ Street

cast 1o Texas Avenue, Follow Texas Avenue north connecting with the preferred route. This
alternative may avoid bisecting agricultural land and follow existing roads i entirety.

P-SCT-002 (Multiple] - From West 270" Strcet and Aberdeen Avenue head cast cross-
country approximately 1 mile wo Delmar Avenue and proceed north along Delmar o West
260™ Street conneeting with the preferred route, This alternative may reduce potential
impacts Lo homes on Aberdeen Avenue and West 260" Streel.

D-SCT-003 {Lake Marion to Hampton  ATF [NW Alt 3]} From the preferred route at 245"
Street East and Pillsbury Avenue head east along 245™ Avenue to Dodd Boulevard
connecting with the preferred routz. This allernative may impact fewer homes, appears w0
follow existing roads, reduce eross-country routing, and may he shorter and maore direet than
the segment it is meant to replace.

P-SCT-007 (Johnson} - From the prefemed route at Jonquil Ave and East 260™ Street head
east along 260% (CH 2) through Elko New Market to Interstate 35. This alternative would
utilize an existing county highway and may be a shorter and more direct route.

Sibley Conmiy

P-SIB-001 (Kahle} - From the prelerred route at CH 13 head east cross-country 3 miles 10 CH
9. Head north on CH 9 to 310" Strect and go cast to 391 Avenue and continue cast 0.5
miles, south 0.25 miles, then east | mile to 375" Lane and head south to 316" Street
connecting with the preferred roule. This allernative is similar o applicants roule segment,
and appears Lo polentially impact fewer homes.

D-SIB-002 (Multiple) - From the prefarred route at 324" Street head south cross-conntry 0,75
miles o U8, Highway 169. Go cast on ULS. Highway 169 across the Minngsota River and
rejoin the preferred just east of the river. This alternative seeks to unlize existing Minnesota
River crossing (LS. Highway 169),
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D-SIB-003 (Hildebrandt) - From the preferred route head south along State Highway 22
Lurning cast on 320™ Sircet and following 320® 1o CH 13 conneeting with the preferred route.
This altemnative may avold bisecting agricultural land and appears to follow existing roads,
Yellow Medicine Conngy
B-YEL-001 (Multiple] From the preferred route at 520 Street, take the altemative route
north along State Highway 23, This route alternative appears (o ulilize Stae Highway 23 1o
conneet the applicants” preferred route tw their alternative route,

VIL. REJECTED ALTERNATIVE ROUTES

Twelve ol the allemative routes suggested by the ATFs (NW Altemative 1A, NW Aliemmative 113,
NW Aliemative 3, ST Aliermative 2, ST Allermative 3, SW Allemative 2, SW Alernative 5, 1-90
to 1-35, 1-29 to 194, 1-90 to U8, 52, 1-90 to MN 56, and U.S. 14 to 1-90. as delineated in the ATF
reports) and 33 of the alternative routes suggested through public comment will be described in
the EIS, but will not be considered Tor [urther swudy or evaluation in the EIS. The roue segments
were rejected as they either did not meet the stated need of the project as defined in the Cemificate
of Need {(CapX 345 kV Transmission Projects, Docket No, ET-2, E-002, et al JCN-06-1115), had
more impacts relative o the eriteria used by the Commission in route permil delerminations as
defined in Minnesota Stawe 216F.03, subd, 7., or were ineomplete in their deseription and/or
depiction.

The [ollowing seven rejected routes are nol described in the list below and were rejecied because
they specifically did not meet the sured need of the project as defined in the Certificate of Need
(CapX 345 kV Transmission Projects, Docket No. ET-2, E-002, et al/CN-06-1115): SE
Aliernative 2, SE Aliernative 3, 1-90 10 1-35, 1-29 10 194, 1-9%0 10 1.5, 52, 1-90 10 MN 56, and 1.S.
14 10 T-5940.

Brown County

P-BRN-006 (Prahl) From the preferred route head south from Terrance Avenue to 260%
Sireel and go west along 260™ 1o 320" Avenue proceed north following along 320" and
temminates. This was an incomplele route allernative.

Dakota Connty

P-DAK-0 (Multiple)  Conneet with preferred route at Pillsbury Avenue and 245" Sureel
East and head cast along 245™ for approximately 0.3 miles hefore turning southeast and
cross-country one-tenth mile then east 0.5 miles and northeast approximately 0.75 miles then
turning cast-northeast along the cast side of Dodd Boulevard connceting with the prelerred
route at 240% Street West. This altemnative heads cross-country biseeting properties in a
diagonal fashion. This alternative has more impacts relative to the critera considered by the
Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment it is attempting to replace.
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[-DAK-003 (Braun) — From north of 240 Street at preferred route head east cross-country to
Audrey Swreet and tenminate. This alicmative heads eross country bisceting propertics in a
diagonal fashion and would impact a large wetland complex. This was an incomplete route
alternative.

P-DAK-0U8 (Braun) — Approsimately 0.9 miles north ol 240% Strect West, head cast cross-
country and along 307" Street West from the preferred route for approximately 1.8 miles to
Biscayne Avenue West and [ollow Biscayne nerth o 230™ Streel West connecling with the
preferred route. This alternative would run cross-country not following scetion or property
lines bisceting propertics and would also run through a fairly large wooded arca. This
altermative has more impacts relative to the criteria idered by the C ission in route
permil decisions than the roule segment il is allempling (o replace.

A-DAK-0G] {Lake Marion to Hampton — ATF |[NW Al LA ) — From [nterstawe 35 head cast
cross-country o CR 9 (307" Swreet). Continuz cast on 307" Street 1o an existing 69 kV line
amd follow line northeast connecting with alternate route near Danbury Avenue, This
aliemative would run cross-country nol following section or property lines bisecting
properties, The altemative has more impaets relative to the eriteria considered by the
Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment it is attempting to replace.

B-DAK-001 (Mertens)  From 220" Street East approximately 0.6 miles east of Collier Court
head south cross-country approximately 5.5 miles then east 3.5 miles to Fischer Avenue,
lollow Fischer north o U8, Highway 52, From LS. Highway 52 head north cross-country
approximately 4 miles to tenmination, This alternative does not meet the stated need of the
project as defined in the Certificale of Need.

Le Sxenr County

P-LES-001 (ATF _Henderson |SW Alt 5]) From preferred route east of 320" Street follow
State Highway 28 northeast to CR 155 and take CR 155 southeast to 320™ Street connecting
with the preferred route. No reason provided as to why this alternative should be included in
scope. This allernative has more impacts relative Lo the erileria considered by the
Cominission in route permit de s than the route segment it is attempting to replace.

B-LES-010 (Malecha) — From preferred route, continue east along CH 28 (320” Street ) to
CH 31 and turn south comtinuing cross-country to State Highway 99, Proceed cast on State
Highway 99 1o CR 137 and lollow CR 137 north 1o CH 28, conneeting with the aliemative
royte, This altermative adds considerable length to project, impacts more homes, and impacts
more wetlands than the segment that it is attempting to replace.
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Lyon County

P-LYN-002 (Markell) — From 340 Sireet follow 190" Avenue norih wirning east and
fallowing 350" Street to 220 Avenue. Continue cast cross-country approximately 1.5 miles
re-connecting with 350" Street and continuing to 265™ Street. The route continucs cast cross-
country for another 0.5 miles re-connecting with 3507 Street finally connecting to the
preferred route. This allernalive would negatively impact windbreaks/tree groves, would
impact just as many homes, and would span a large wetland complex.  This altermative has
maore negative impacts than the route segment it is intended to replace.

P-LYN-003 (Tingels) — Just narthwest of 340" Street head southeast along State Highway 68
turning south at 190™ Avenue following 190% to 310" Street. Follow 310" Street east with a
couple of 0.5 nules sections of cross-country to 280" Avenue connecting to the preferred
route. Noreason provided as o why this aliernative should be included in scope. This
alicrnative would run cross-country nol following seetion or property lines and bisceling
properties, includes more cross-country routing, impacts windbreaks/itree groves, and more
impacts to homes. This allemative has more impacts relalive 1o the criteria considered by the
Commission in route penmit decisions than the route scgment it is attempting to replace,

P-LYN-004 (Markell) - From preferred route at 340" Street head north on 180% Avenue and
east along 350% Sireet terminating at CH 23, This allernative would run through 2 large
wetland complex and is incomplete in its deseription and depiction,

P-LYN-005 {(Markell) - Fram approximately 0.2 miles west of Stalc Highway 68 procecd
south cross-country approximately 0.9 miles to 170" Avenue and south to 320® Streer,
Proceed east along 3207 Street crossing State Highway 68 and heading 0.5 miles through the
north portion of the city of Ghent to 280™ Avenue connecting with the preferred route. A
slight variation ol P-LY MN-002,

P-LYN-006 { Grandview Township) - From 330" Streel follow Lyon Lincoln County Road
south [ollowing an existing 69 kV line, Al approximately 1.5 miles proceed east
approximately 5 miles cross-country to 160% Avenuc and head south ta 300" Strect and head
cast on 300" finally connecting with the preferred rowte at 280" Avenue. This alternative
would run cross-country nol following seciion or property lines bisecling properties. The
alterative has more impaets relative to the eriteria idcred by the C ission in route
permit deeisions than the route scgment it 15 attempting to replace.

Nicollet County

P-NCL-001 {Multiple) — From preferred route continue cast from 3407 Street heading eross-
country through Minncsota River Valley for approximately 4.25 miles connecting again at
340" Streer and following the road east approximately 15 miles with numerous cross-country
segments including crossing over Clear Lake linally meeting up with 571" Avenue and
heading north comneeting with preferred route, A large majority of this altemnate roue runs
cross-country and bisects a number of properties and would cross over Clear Lake (a publi
water). The altemative has more impacts relative to the criteria considered by the
Commission in roule permil deeisions than the roule scgment it is allempling to replace.
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Renville Conmiy

P-RVL-002 (Forsi) - From 420" Street follow 6307 Avenue east to 4307 Street and continue
cast cross-country 2 milcs connecting with 630" again and head cast (1 mile cross-country
hetween 465" Streetand CH 4). At 520" Street twem north and fallow to 300" Street and head
east to 6317 Avenue. Follow 651 sonth approximately 1 mile and head east cross-country
for 1.75 miles wo 310™ Street, following 3107 east 1o 61 1™ Avenue where roule again heads
cross-country 4 miles connecting to the preforred route. This altemative adds more length of
cross-country routing that wenld bisect single-owner agricultural land. This alternative has
maore impacts relative to the criteria considered by the Commission in route permit decisions
than the route scgment it is allempling (o replace,

Rice County

A-RIC-004 (Jones) — Comneets Lo alternate route at Interstate 35 just south of 43% Strect West
amd hieads north cross-country approximately 3 miles to 270" East Street where it terminates,
A large majority of this alteralive roule runs cross-country and bisects a number of’
properties, The altemative has more impaets relative to the eriteria considered by the
Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment it is attempting to replace. The
allernative was alse incomplete in its description and depiction.

A-RIC-005 (Malz)  From 141 Avenue head northeast cross-country to CH 6 (43" Sweet
West)., Follow CH 6 to the point where the road veers south (Kannebec Avenue) and
conlinue casl cross-country approximately 3 miles o CR 96 (Halsiad Avenue) and lollow
Halstad south connecting to the altemative route. A large majority of the alternate route runs
cross-country and bi-sects & number of properties, This alternative has more impacts relative
to the criteria considered by the Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment
il is aliempting o replace.

Seart County

PSCT-004 {ATF — Henderson [ MW AIL3 [ - From Wesl 270% Sireet and Aberdeen Avenue
head nontheast cross-country approximately 1.1 mile to Delmar Avenue and proceed north
along Delmar 1o West 260™ Sireel connecting with the preferred route. This allernative heads
cross-country hiseeting prope n a diagonal fashion, This alternative has more impacts
relative to the eriteria consid by the O isgion in route permit decisions than the route
segment it is atempiing to replace.

P-SCT-003 (Nytes) At a point on West 270 Sweet approximately 0.3 miles west of
Aberdeen head southeast cross-country 0.1 mile, east (.25 miles, northeast 0.25 miles, then
east 0.75 miles to Delmar Avenue. Head north along Delmar connecting with the preferred
route at West 2607 Sirecl. A slight variation of P-SCT-004.
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D-SCT-006 {(Nytes) - At a point on West 270" Street approximately 0.3 miles west of
Aberdeen head southeast eross-country 0.1 mile, cast .25 miles, northeast 0.25 miles, then
east 0,75 miles to West 270" Street. Follow 270™ east to Naylor Avenue and go northeast
cross country approximately 0.25 miles then head north approximately 0.9 miles to West
260" Street connecting with the preferred route. A slight variation of P-SCT-004 and P-SCT-
[LIN

P-SCT-008 {Lake Marion to Hampton — ATEF [SW AlL 2]} - From CH 2 (Cast 260" Street) go
north on Langford Avenue approxi 1y 4 miles then go cast on CH & (220" Swrect Fast) for
approximately 10 miles. Continue cast on CH 70 to Interstate 35 and continue south along
Interstate 35 connecting with the preferred and alternative route. This alternative would
impact many more homes/propenies, add considerable length 10 route, cross or come very
near many Minnesota Department of Naturz] Resources public waters. This altemative has
maore impacts relative to the criteria considered by the Commission in route permit decisions
than the route segment it is attempting to replace.

A-SCT-001 {Lake Marion 1o Hamplon - ATE [NW AlL1B) - Follow existing 115 kV
transmission ling north from 57" Swreet West ting with the prop 1al ive route
just north of 245™ Street East. This altemative route would have the lake Marion substation
moved south, This alternative does not meet the stated need ol the project as delined in the
Certificale of Need.

B-SCT-001 (Multiple} — Approximately 0.3 miles norih of West 263™ Avenue an Fabor
Avenue from the allernate route head cast cross-country 3 miles connceting with the preferred
route at West 260% Street. A large majority of this alternate route runs cross-country and
bisects a number of properties. This alternative has more impacts relative o the criteria
considered by the Commission in route permit decisions than the route segment it is
aliempting to replace.

Yellow Medicine Cownty

B-YEL-02 (West) - From the allernate route at 290% Avenue to State Highway 23 then north
along Highway 23 to 200" Avenue. This was an incomplete route alternative.

VUL ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES
The EIS will evaluate a total of 26 alignment alternatives suggested in comments. These are
alternatives that fell within the applicants’ requested route widths and generally entail site
speeifie concems such as building on one side of the road or the other, avoiding tree groves, and
iding ional arcas or cnvir lly sensilive arcas.

IX. REQUIRED PERMITS AND APPROVALS
The EIS will include a hist of permnits that will be required [or the project.
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X. ISSUES OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THE EIS
The following issues will not be considered or evaluated in the EIS:

1. Any route or not specifically identified in this scoping decision
2. Questions of need, including size, type, and timing; questions of alternative system
configurations; or questions of voltage.
. The no-build option regarding the high voltage transmission line.

3.
4. The impacts of specific energy sources, such as carbon outputs from coal-generated facilities.
5.

Policy issues surrounding whether utilitics or local-government should be liable for the cost
1o relocate utility poles when roadways are widened.

6. The manner in which land owners are paid for transmission righls of way easements, as that
is outside the jurisdiction of Public Utilitics Commission.

XL SCHEDULE

I ing is the

October 2009 — Draft IS available.
October and November 2009 — Draft EIS public mectings.
Jomuary 2010 Final EIS available.

Signed this 3O day of June, 2009

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF ENERGY SECURITY

LV 7T

William Glahn, Dircclor
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[-262-001

Your comment has been noted. The project is still in the development
and planning stages and the utilities are striving to provide the most up
to date information in a timely manner. Project information is updated
regularly on the project website, www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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I1-263-001

1-263-002 |
1-263-003 I

1-263-004

July 24, 2009

Ms. Stephanie Strength Dale and Suzanne Rohlfing
Environmental Protection Specialist 2310 15" Avenue NW

USDA, RUS Rochester, MN 55901
Engineering and Environmental Staff (507) 288-2808

1400 Independence Avenue SW, Mail Stop 1571 Wabasha County/Zumbro Twnshp
Washington D.C. 20250-1571 T.109N.-R.14W

Dear Ms. Strength,
We hope this Tetter finds you well.

‘We had the pleasure of meeting you on June 16, 2009, in Plainview, Minnesota, at the
CAPX2020 Hampton-Rochester- LaCrosse scoping meeting. We provided you with a
packet of information and our concerns regarding the route proposal at that time affecting
our land and area. The route has changed yet again since then, but still directly impacts
our parcel.

We will be referring to the CAPX route number B95. T have enclosed the maps that show
this route and our property.

This routc lines along our northemn border, which will impact our farmed white pine, red
pine and black walnut. They grow up to that border. There is no established corridor
here. We would lose that timber and its value, and all future plantings.

We have marked the spot where we are planning our residence. This was shared with the
CapX routing team. This route would negate our ability to build there. It would
devastate the aesthetics and depreciate substantially our property value.

Please note that the line marked T-282 a PRIVATE drive. The Zumbro Township
surrendercd responsibility for this road in 2005. We have done all maintenance.

Our parcel of land is part of the Richard Dorer Memorial State Hardwood Forest, and has
an active DNR forestry management plan. Tt was started in the 1970s, and was updated
in 2002. In addition to our tree farm, there is a blend of native soft and hardwoods
throughout the property. It is habitat for deer, pheasant in the fields and cedars, wild
turkey, ruffed grouse and fox, to name a few. Implementation and reintroduction of
native prairie and woodland plant species is underway. We have a small pond which

1-263 Rohlfing_Dale&Suzanne
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[-263-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and
economic resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments will be
solicited after its publication.

[-263-002

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line, as well as potential impacts
to the aesthetic quality and land use of the areas surrounding the
transmission line will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-263-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts resulting from
construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be
addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-263-004
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to land use will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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assists native amphibian/reptile populations, and includes our attempt to restore the wood
duck population in our area.

Fragmentation of forested land and wildlife habitat is evident with this proposed route.
We ask that you utilize existing roads/established corridors south of this route. Also, the
southern 1-90 to LaCrosse option would deter disruption of the McCarthy Lake
Management/Weaver Dunes areas along and near the Alma route.

We strongly urge you to support the efforts and expenditures made to promote healthy
forest and wildlife, and recreation on and near our property. We are doing what our state
and country asks of us. We ask that you promote the importance of what conservation
means, for the sake of future generations.

Thank you, as always, for your thoughtful consideration.

Yours respectfull dnd ru])

badl (ﬁ, %
1

Dale and ‘3u7dnne Rohlﬁng
Tree farmers/ land stewards

Enclosures
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[-263-005

Your letter/comment card has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria
and routing process as well as potential impacts to wildlife and
vegetation will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The project is still in the development and planning stages
and the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-263-006

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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June 16, 2009

Ms. Stephanie Strength Dale and Suzanne Rohlfing
Environmental Protection Specialist 2310 15" Avenue NW
USDA, RUS Rochester, MN 55901
Engineering and Environmental Staff (507) 288-2808

1400 Independence Avenue SW, Stop 1571
Washington, D.C. 20250-1571

Dear Ms. Strength,

Thank you for coming to Plainview, MN for the CAPX2020 Hampton-Rochester-
LaCrosse scoping meeting.

We own and operate a tree farm in Minnesota, Wabasha County, Zumbro Township:
T.109N.-R.14W. The northern most route proposal touches our property.

This route disregards Minnesota Statute 216E.03, subdivision 7, of the route permit
criteria, by fragmenting property and natural/critical habitat. It transects a state
designated canoe route, another tree farm, and is the closest to a registered bald eagles
nest of all the northern routes crossing the Zumbro River.

This route would devastate the aesthetics, and alter the river bottoms and the riparian
ecosystem of this region within the Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest.

We ask that you please reinforce the usc of existing corridors, road, rail and energy lines,

when choosing the final route, pursuant to the above mentioned MN Statute.

Enclosed is a letter sent to Tom Hillstrom of Xcel Energy in April of 2009 with specific
impacts of the route, area map, and photos.

Thank you in advance for your consideration,

Respectfully yours,

Dale and Suzanne Rohlfing
Drohl24057(@aol.com
Caraway5>7(@aol.com

I-263 Rohlfing_Dale&Suzanne
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February 27,2009

RE: CAPX added route 2/23/09
Rohlfing 50 acres
T.109N.-R.14W.

Dear Mr. Stevenson,

Thank you for coming to Zumbro Falls last evening during the storm waming... We hope
you got home safely afier the long meeting.

We were shocked, actually, to see the proposed CAPX route change yet again, now
diagonally across our 50 acre Tree Farm. We were unaware of this change until the
meeting. This change will directly impact our parcel by plowing through the center of
our property with the 150 foot swath. This would devastate our Tree Farm which
consists of black walnut, white and red pine. Part of the route is directly over our
proposed home site. It is closer to a registered Eagles nest and directly crosses an area of
dense eagle activity. It interferes with our land stewardship plan with the Lake City
Forestry Office.

Pursuanl to Minnesota Statute 216E.03, subdivision 7, we ask that you follow the Route
Permit Criteria, utilizing exisling rail, road, energy and property lines. This most recent
route proposal will negatively impact our property from economical, ceological,
residential, aesthetic and agricultural standpoints.

This route change is difficult to understand, considering the leticr and photos we sent to
Mr. Hillstrom January 2. We would be happy to provide you with that information. As
per you encouragement, we have made a call to Mr. Hillstrom this moming. Our
neighborhood group will be meeting shorily to discuss alternate routes, and
communication with you.

Again, we thank you for your presentation and look forward to further dialog with
regard to this project. Please notc that we are forwarding a copy of this letter to Mr.
Hillstrom, and Matthew Langan of the DNR, who received our previous mailing.
Respectfully yours,

Dale and Suzanne Rohlfing

Drohl24057@acl.com
Caraway57@aol.com

I-263 Rohlfing_Dale&Suzanne
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April 2, 2009

Mr. Thomas Hillstrom Mazeppa/Zumbro-Hyde
Supervisor, Siting and Permitting Citizens/Landowners
Mr. Grant Stevenson ¢/o Suzanne Rohlfing
Senior Project Manager 2310 15™ Ave NW
Xcel Energy Rochester, MIN 55901
414 Nicollet Mall (MP 8A)

Minneapolis, MN 55401

Dear Mr. Hillstrom and Mr. Stevenson,

We are citizens and land owners of Mazeppa and Zumbro-Hyde Townships, Wabasha
County. We arc responding to the most recent route change proposals for the CAPX2020
transmission line. These routes were displayed at the community meeting in Zumbro
Falls at the Zumbro Community Church on Thursday, February 26, 2009. Mr. Grant
Stevenson attended and spoke o the group at that meeting.

We would like to express our concerns and address them for you with respect to the
Public Utilitics Commission Minnesota Administrative Rules, 7849.5910 “Factors
Considered”.

Factor A. “effects on human setflement, including, but not limited to, displacement,
noise, aesthetics, cultural values, recreation and public services” The new proposals
appear to have no less effect on settlement. There would be, however, increased effects
on recreation for the following reasons: 1- this streich of the Zumbro River is a
designated Minnesota state canoe route, with one of the two most popular routes being
from the Zumbro dam to Zumbro Falls, according to the DNR. 2-this stretch of the
Zumbro River is used for other water recreation, camping, fishing, sport and hunting by
individuals and patrons of local camps/businesses. Aesthetics will clearly be impacted by
the 150-foot transmission towers, the transmission lines, and the 150-foot clear cut
needed for their maintenance. Many of the area’s recreational activities will be adversely
affected.

Factor C. “cffects on land-based economics, including, but not limited to, agriculture,
{orestry, tourism and mining” Major economic impacts include the following: 1-
Steeplechase Ski Area. This four-season resort relies heavily on the present landscape
and aesthetics for visitor use of the ski hills themselves and the 5-mile trail network used
for hiking, biking, snowmobiling and cross country skiing. Of special consideration are
the specifics of downhill ski terrain specifications, leaving only the north half of the
property for expansion potential. This business contributes to the local economy through
employment, operating expenditures, and contribution to the activity of other local
businesses. 2- Two working Tree Farms, sections 15 and 16. The white pine, red pine,

I-263 Rohlfing_Dale&Suzanne
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and black walnut planted on these two properties represent years of invested labor and
expense that cannot be compensated. The actual monetary value of these cannot be
realized until tree maturity and harvest. The clear cut for the transmission lines and the
required maintenance would also prevent further plantings and potential return on the
farms. These farms also utilize local businesses for tree and equipment maintenance. 3-
‘The value of any property within sight of the transmission lines will be significantly
reduced, as much of the value of rural property in the area derives from the remote
sefting.

Factor D. “effects on archaeological and historic resources” Between Wabasha County
70 and south to South Troy, there are historical points of interest. 1- The historic wagon
trail north of County 7 and west of Hwy 63. 2-Troy/ South Troy. This includes the old
Dale cemetery, the old South Troy town site near the existing cematery and schoolhouse,
the South Troy Church, and the grave of Frederick Ingalls, the infant son of Caroline and
Charles Ingalls and brother of Laura Ingalls Wilder. The Historical Society has agreed to
enter this site onto their Historical Society List. There is consideration for a historical
marker, according to Mr. Allen Whipple, local historian.

Factor E. “effects on natural environment, including effects on air and water quality.
resources and flora and fauna”™ Environmental effects and conservation concemns of the
transmission line and its 150-foot clear cut are numerous. Following are a few examples:
1- This land is part of the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood Forest. Only a small
portion is state owned. It was intended to help preserve the river and the land around it.
2- The recently proposed routes would eradicate a significant acreage of forest land,
which is also extremely susceptible to erosion. This has multiple implications: a-
decreased natural habitat for native wildlife species which impacts food sources, nesting
and protective options which then results in reproductive compromise and increase
predation susceptibility. b- Increased erosion which contributes to alteration of native
flora allowing invasive species, ie. buckthorn, and potential for alteration of shading and
temperature fluctuations in the river. ¢- decreased sources of CO2 absorption and
potential sources of carbon credits 3- This part of the Zumbro River has a designated
“catch and release” regulation for smallmouth bass. This fishery depends on high water
quality, which will be damaged by disturbing the surrounding forests. 4- The river
crassing on the most northemn route propaosal is in close proximity to a registered eagles
nest. There is dense eagle activity north of Wabasha County 7 and the green bridge.

Factors H. “use or paralleling of existing rights-of-way, survey lines, natural division
lines and agricultural field boundaries™ & J. * use of existing transportation, pipeline,
and electrical transmission systers or rights-of-ways” Parts of the most recent route have
transected property and do not appear to incorporate the need to parallel or utilize
existing rights-of-way, survey lines, and existing transportation and transmissions lines.
The printary beueficiaries of the transmission lines are the cities of Rochester and
LaCrosse, bath of which are serviced by existing transportation rights-of~way, ic: US
Highway 52 and Interstate 90. These corridors are the logical routes for the transmission
lines.

I-263 Rohlfing_Dale&Suzanne
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Factor L. “costs of constructing, operating, and maintaining the facility which are
dependent on design and route” Several of the proposed routes have many corners and
angles that add to the cost of construction, and these same routes require significant
timber removal expenses. Routes following highways will have fewer corners and
timbered areas. Ulilizing the angle of US Highway 52 to Oronoco and Interstate 90,
rather than using the northern routes, will reduce the length of the lines. These routes

will also be constructed primarily on farmland, which does not need to be cleared initially
orin the future. The timbered arcas on the northern routes would need regular clearing or

spraying, both of which caery monetary and ecological costs.

We sincerely hope you consider the above mentioned factors, and choose alternately a
more appropriate route which has less impact on an area that has minimal existing
damage. We also suggest that you consider route proposals closer to Route 52 and
Interstate 90, and the cities that this project will benefit: Rochester and LaCrosse.

We thank you for these considerations, and look forward to fulure contact.
Respectfully submitted,

The Citizens of Mazeppa and Zumbro-Hyde Townships, and other interested parties.
Enclosures

Ce:

Bob Cupit, PUC MN
Matt Langan, MN DNR

I-263 Rohlfing_Dale&Suzanne
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Trelivering electricity you can rely o

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the USDA RUS
federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form today or mall by June 29,
2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the mailing list,
nlease check the box below.

7] 1do not wish to be on the project mailing list
Which meeting did you attend? ?1 L V18 MQ June b 24909)

Please check the following issues that are important to you for tranémissian line siting.

Project Purpose and Need

Visual / Aesthetic resources

Proximity to residences g "

Land use (agriculture, residential, racreationi '

Water resources (floodplains, river crossings) \{ 1‘L\’Qj\j 5”9
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors) E_}/

Historic and cultural sites _ /?\&GJ G_/Q} ﬂ’ M “.ﬂﬂ&
Radio or television interference

Noise t

Health and safety ' ,t/ln
Other: __

gooogpnooaoug

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of this
project?

Rochesi=sr * 48
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[-264-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-264-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts from noise and to the
aesthetic quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-264-003
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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[-265-001

Your comment has been noted. The project is still in the development
and planning stages and the utilities are striving to provide the most up
to date information in a timely manner. Project information is updated
regularly on the project website, www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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August 1,2009
To the Public Utilities Commission,

1 am wriling to state how disappointed I am w hear that you are considering
putting vour high power lines on our property and in our beantiful landseapes here in
central Minnesota. We arc in Section . We live between Melrose and Freeport.

Do you realize that we have many vacationers in this part? We have Big Birch
Lake right here that people come down to visit on their vacations. We have bald eagles.
we’'ll see as many as 3 at one time, there are 2 that tly above our house every mom and
evening, we have frogs that sing w us mghtly, the tree look wonderlul on our hills
especially in the fall. We love our wildlife and we ahide hy the ways of keeping them
here and safe. By our house, and down the road we have up to @ 30 deer and countless
turkevs eating al times in the evening and early momings for vears. We love watching
these animals, there are people who drive by here just o see them, They cat right up o
the edge of the ficld, close to County Road 17, We enjoy this tremendously, we are the
farmers of central Minnesota. We care for our land. We care for our farm animals, they
are our lively hood. We have cows in our pasture, right on the south side of Co. Rd. 17
Beach Valley Rd. comes to a T at this pasture. There are trees, hills. valleys & a
watcrway, and cows that feed off the land, with our farm in the back ground. This is a
road that people go down to their homes or to their cabins. They comment on how they
enjoy this picture perfect look. They stop to take pictures of our land!

We need you to understand the aflects it will have on us individuals. We need
your help to keep these lines ol our property so we have pure nature out here. We need
you to keep these lines on 194, where it will just blend in with all the other wtilitics, road
signs, industries and noises. Please stay on our side, we are a few people who need vou
to understand our position.

You already have the state ent in hal[ with the interstate, the state owns this and
has the right to use it for a straight line from Monticello to Fargo. MNdot docs not own
the freeway. Wobegan bikers do not buy a license to keep up the trail, we have talked to
hikers that use the trail and they use a different stretch more often because iU's more
scenic. So o keep the power line away [rom the interstate because of the Wobegon Trail
is not a reasonable excuse. Snowmobilers use the rail w get o cach wwn Gaster, il they
want beauty they take another route. You can ask any biker or snowmobiler. There are
fewer homes to go around next to the interstate. Please check this out.

To [ght this is like having another part time job. This is probably a reason why
you are nol hearing from a lot of farmers, We are busy all vear around, up 1o 16 hours
per day. We want to be home with our familics, we are working from betore sunrise to
after sunset, We don’t have the time to he with vou watching each step and fighting each
person who wants to put these lines on our private property. Most feel that no matter
what they say or do won't make a dillerence, feeling thal you already made your choice
of toutes. We have put a tremendous amount of time and money inte our land and
huildings. We have future generations coming to live and work here. They would feel
cheated to know that you did not think of them. 1f we lose this battle, we would
appreciate an on going compensation [or us now and for our grandkids, We need o
know you appreciate what we arc doing for vou, We want this streteh ol line on 194,

Thank You. Carrie Kerfeld and family
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[-266-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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1 am a parent of two very young children living on a farm that has been in our family for over 100 years. | don't want to
have to choose between exposing myself to electromagnetic fields and leaving the farm we all love so much. But even if
my il family isn't U . I'm just not sure this project makes sense. s this really the best option? The least
expensive? The most efficient? What if there's a belter idea that would accomplish the power needs without disrupling so
many lives? Couldn't we product wind power here? It's awiully windy at our house on the farm. Please consider the big
pictura, the entire project. Is this really the best way?

Basl Wishes,
Caroline, Mike, Inga (age 3) and Viad {age 2) Lexa

Webster, MN

~g attackmerts, mey ineclide corfidertial zrdior
and may he used only by the person or entity

f tte reader of this 2-mail is rat tha ‘rterdad
autkorizaed
diztr tior
= received thi:
this messzage and delete this e-mail

This e-mai’, ircludir
proprietary infoemat

prekind tad ir are

zerder by

1-266 Lexa, Caroline

Appendix |

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



I-267 Nagel, Chris
Appendix |

[-267-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line and to human and
livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

[-267-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to vegetation will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-267-003
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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[-268-001

Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

[-268-002

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a timely
manner. Project information is updated regularly on the project website,
www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-268-003

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-268-004

Your letter/comment card has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria
and routing process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The project is still in the development and planning stages
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and the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
Potential impacts to agricultural resources will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[-268-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project .
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION .

Name: 2feales, B o REets

Representing (Optional):
"Mailing Address: & 7.7/ 4 /ST, NE.

Ci-ty: Mﬂ, State: “H -

Daytime Phone (Optional): _ 567 - 282 - 299/

YA 'Zip Code:

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-269 Dubbels, Wesly

Appendix |

[-269-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to land use will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments will be solicited
after its publication.
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below: ffe B 7 .

K Agriculture A Residential Conservation Easement

Commercial

Industrial Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be

considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

1-269 Dubbels, Wesly

Appendix |

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

February 2010



. ~ 1-269-002
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts resulting from
construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be

addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questians for the Impact Statement.
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form

toeday or mail by June 29, 2009, Your comments help in the planning and implementation of

the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

{ do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? _ o

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

Project Purpose and Need

Visual / Aesthetic resources

Proximity to residences

Land use {agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

Noise

Health and safety

Other:

i e v s = O e

What additional key issues should be addr d when ing the potential impacts of
this project?

1-269-002| Dy M— Do Ain e s Lotom  2Hhs c/l@; e
QAA“"M‘“CfM ol Tl e el "'LMM'

L]
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[-270-001

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

2109 . . .

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
Stephanie Strength . .
Enviromental Protection Specialist website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
USDA, Rural Utilities Service ) 3 L. .
Engeneering and Enviromental Staff the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
1400 Independence avenue SW i i
Stop 1571 publication.

Washington, DC 20250-1571
Re: CapX2020
Dear Stephanie Strength,

We wish to state our strong opposition to the proposed CapX2020 transmission lines proposed on 50
Street West in Webster, Minnesota. This line will run near our property. During these times of economical
stress and loss of jobs, our families have needed to move in together to share expenses and are still trying to

1-270-001 save our home from forcloser. The instalation of this line would not only devalue our property but make us
not want to live near it. Our family has enough health issues with out adding more. With the devaluation of
our property after the addition of the line we feel we will not be able to sell it. We feel like we have been
trapped by the proposal of this line. We are also frustrated that with the new proposed alternate route for
this line, we were informed by concerned neighbors and not by the agents putting this line through. We ask
that you reconsider this matter during these times of economical stress, and realize the land devaluation isa
huge issue for those involved.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this matter, we ask that you find an alternate route that will
have less impact on our property at 4925 Elmore Ave. Webster, MN.

Sincerely,

Tammy Erickson

Ll e bl

Timothy Geibe Jayne Geibe
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In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project -
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

o
Please tell us how to reach you.

" CONTACT INFORMATION

Gfen
Representing (Optional):

(5437 MoV /Y

Name:

(g
V4

Mailing Address:

City: ﬁ_-_{g__.&_)isj_l-ay\ State: Zip Code: 57/
Daytime Phone (Optional): . R S,
Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pr will be angoing for

the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments, We appreciate your
input.

I-271 Haag, Glen

Appendix |
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. o - 1-271-001

T Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:

If you own property in one of the proposed cormlors, please indicate ah the exlstmg uses

of your property below: L http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
& Agriculture : Residential B Conservation Easement process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
Commercial . dustral Other Tr.l'e'project is still in the dfavelopment and planning §taqes z.and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
I °°':Z/'1°'°" ‘:‘j::szss.i";;h" P;"ji‘:':'ease i/fj‘;““;‘;:““:;j;;' :5:1/:/::;( The I?raft Environmental Impact Statement will t?e available on the RUS
- - — website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
‘ti“ﬁje ‘/7 /’“@5 s Ferd 0//] br<a l:’j}g C‘y‘g the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
,,/)4: vl - publication.
In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?
'(’ng“ Qi S poacle e éfk Jrlee A avee
Very close fo  fre 2y S-esld /f}wg. _
i
'
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COMMEN FORM]

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and retumur#:ompleted form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help Ir| the planning and imple tation of
the project. Thank you. Lo g

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to{aol be on the
mailing list, please check the box below. :

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? /,(3 (ff.aﬁ. zf,:/\.j—’{ ﬁ"?ﬂ/

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
E/F'aroject Purpese and Need

] Visual / Aesthetic resources

[ Proximity to residences

Mﬂd use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

] water resources (floodplains, river crossings)

[] Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)

Historic and cultural sites

[] Radio or television interference

Noise

ealth and safety
Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this projecl?

oy

Hampton » Rochester - La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

I-271 Haag, Glen

Appendix |

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



1-272-007

I1-272-008

I1-272-009

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

No, Yhe aetual “ned™ ko Hoe m{w hae rovey

a) (LLG.[(J b} L
data_ (2005 -o‘ﬂ s st bung tensdend b Eel,
Ao -Joaezﬁ Is.! usage e tHhese ueags. ha's ofjduwdﬁ /

iransom-l-mq muu.u suin al'mq_ dzs;faw is Wit

an eﬁjcmd wa.ua;, +o D-u)upL 9&@

Mam o6 +he puapascc() routes e net —elfiaent — +£u.q,

do ,»QN +oe 4he Shouk st 5@@’)}#}, agnda_f .r‘ocn‘e

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: DO wq €65 €

Representing (Optfajnal}: !rlfo lC}-ﬁn —TBU‘)“SHl el <€ [ANVA=Ta MAJ
Mailing Address: L‘“&’b_.? CE . 30 e)l\id '

City: state: AN Zip Code: S5l

\ er\.\{ STAN
Daytime Phone {Optional):

1 - - 11383

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pr will be ongaling for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you

will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.
Please plan to h

your inv t in the process and provide your commenis. We appreciate your

input.

1-272 Kleese, Doug

Appendix |
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I1-272-003

1-272-004

I1-272-006

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:

T Agriculture Conservation Easement

esidential

Commercial Industrial Other: _

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that shouid be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

bﬁgﬁw.umikﬁwwmﬂﬂaiméam
whe pﬁ and wa herd aup
W weell oo e ronted SQ-Pe{Lu, LSSugs 4@ f:umﬁ, ,

& \'ﬂ ; 4 linee .

LG SHALESS,

Being. MM&L about elestriaa | dast when qe#inq 07‘1!\
oum mutonuﬂ‘f‘ G qda.f@ basis Loneuas me.

D

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

\Jn ou anes v hase a wendedjou 0 patural poile ﬁ&

paduthonl ague Huw. ngmo -
beowd: ;fatfu ke swath thot i
hou SA

Nave 0 o— ex(ste
NSMLSST nLs oud

basi:b__ﬂb_igam
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We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our maifing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the bax below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list
Mufdip le _graserest veefwgp Ld?ié
. owre | Loty

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
roject Purpose and Need

/E/Visual I Aesthetic resources

=

il'l'lily to residences
use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

' Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)

Which meeting did you attend?

¥~ Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
7 Historic and cultural sites

. Radio or television interference
(3 Noise

ealth and salety

Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of

this project? i
o wcﬂ f mUJQS(cQ Lﬂ.lw-r‘rwl.é

oA Gu{m]nin Y BUN ﬁnun-f—r“g")

I1-272-001

_ When donaduiture hoa not  Gugated  ha wcﬁ:

1272002 | Lo hay A sfs Ao bl tyre have Yo “pa, o piseo’?
(He A y o | ] "
i+ 2

L

| Ao Aransport

L]

Hampton Rochester » La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

1-272 Kleese, Doug
Appendix |

[-272-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-272-002

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Potential impacts to
agricultural resources will also be addressed in the Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-272-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-272-004
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human health and
safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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[-272-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-272-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife and
agricultural resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-272-007

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

[-272-008
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-272-009

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

1-272 Kleese, Doug Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

) r

- Please tell us how t6 reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Name: _ROGER LACHER. , H ¢V LACHER. TRYST

Represan;‘.-ing (Optional): _\W 1SCoY HEADWATERS

Mailing Address: 20960 HEADWATERS DRWVFE—

City: _ RusHFORD ' __ State: _A@J_ 55971 zipcCode:
Daytime Phone (Optional):

Fublic participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pro will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. if you sign up for the malling list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your Involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-273 Lacher, Roger

Appendix |
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

FL Agriculture B3 Residential ﬁ Conservation Easement

[] Commercial E|. Industrial M Other: FoResTRY/

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that-should be J
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

1-273-001

Lot 2” M;@L@ﬁ/,

L ToP. sec .39, Wiscoy TP, sec.3 ,4,9,10

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

= 7 —

(f,&WS%oé’ o m?/f\ W jﬂq/a»(h
L gl EastWest lonlal N /SWA)(M t2p -

/)‘3?&2/ —z?ff MM@W_@%_@QB;

1-273 Lacher, Roger
Appendix |

[-273-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to vegetation,
wetlands, and agricultural resources will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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We need your Input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form

today or  mail by July 25, 2008,

Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you. &

Completing this form will automaticaily add you to our maliing list. If you prefer to not be on the
malling lIst, please check the box befow.

D 1 do not wish to be on the projJect mailing list

Which meetmg did you attend? _WINONA MN FORUM G/é_?-‘? /o9

Please check the following issues that are important to you for lransmisslor_l line siting.
@ M ijéct Purpose and Need
@ A Vvisual/ Aestheti:c resources
Proximity to residences
El Land use (agﬂmlture‘ resndennal recreation)
@ & Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)

[E Biological resources (v\._rlldlrfe habitat, raptors)
. ﬂ Historic and cultural sites _

[Z] Radio or television interference

[E] Noise .

[E] Health and safety
[£I Other:

What additional ey issues shculd be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project? 2

I1-273-002

Ciasel, 22 RS ¥ .
IW Mqﬂmﬂm 0 _

CCM lochr

Hampton = Rochestbr La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project
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[-273-002

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
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I1-274-001

Mary Lazaretti
P.0. Box 23
¢ Kepyon, MN 55946

July 8, 2009
To Whom It May Concern,

1 am writing to voice my opposition for the proposed high-voltage
transmission lines being routed through Holden Township. After my youngest child
moved out a few years ago, my husband and [ couldn’t wait to leave city life behind
and retire to the peaceful and serene countryside of southern Minnesota where he
had grown up. After nearly 15 years of searching, we came across the property for
sale. We immediately knew that this was the place where we would want to live.
The 200+ acres of quiet, pristine woodland combined with the character of the late
19t century farmhouse created the perfect environment to lay down our roots for
this new era of our lives, an era that we both envisioned being our happiest. The
property has a valley that harbors a stream and a wide variety of wildlife that
comforts both of us, particularly in this age of environmental decline. Knowing that
we are doing something to help with preservation and to save the world that we
leave to our children is very important to us.

When we first moved down to the area, we began our work restoring the
1890's farmhouse, paying meticulous attention to keeping the historic character of
the building. The farmhouse is almost complete and we are planning to move into
the home later this year. Needless to say when we heard CapX 2020 was planning to
run high-voltage transmission lines directly over the top of our home, our hearts
and spirits were crushed. The anguish that we feel stems not only from the undoing
of the past 2% years spent restoring the farmhouse, it runs far deeper than that.
Moving to the countryside, finding this quiet, unspoiled sanctuary and transforming
itinto a home has truly been the realization of our lifelong dreams. So to say that the
proposed transmission lines undo several years of hard work is a vast
understatement. It undoes the fulfillment of years of aspirations. Unfortunately, at
our age we don’t have another 15 years in us to spend looking for another dream
spot and refurbishing it.

When there is already an existing corridor available along Highway 52 for a
utility such as this, we cannot understand why CapX2020 has chosen a route that
adds nearly 17 miles to the proposed route, encumbers small farms for those
farmers already struggling to maintain their way of life, and razes sensitive forest
and wetland areas in a part of the state where these natural resources would be best
preserved.

Sincerely,
Mary Lazaretti

7Y

I-274 Lazaretti, Mary
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[-274-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the prolect
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION
/A,
Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: /2@, box 232
City: )QE M so

Daytime Phone (Optional):

e AY

Name:

State: /%/l/ Zip cgf?éfé

507~ 789 — 5e0F

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pr will be ing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are befng planned.

tinue your invol it in the process and provide your comments, We appreciate your

Please plan to
input.

1-275 Lenway, Mark

Appendix |
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of your property below:
ﬂ Agriculture

If you.own property in-one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

e QUL Qi)

@' Residential Conservation Easement

Commercial Industrial Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.
OVE CF TheE (0ER)FVLES ML PEns FDast) Spty P

52 gy ( Ggyose ) GoiL Rigstr g vEL
VLR  jlret 5L

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

1-275 Lenway, Mark
Appendix |
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We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you. ) '

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below. |

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? Cartow FRecs ‘é LeCresens

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
;ﬂ' Project Purpose and Need
[R Visual / Aesthelic resources
F'roximily to residences
ﬂ Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
m Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
@ Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
JX Historic and cultural sites
Il Radio or television interference

@' Moise

Health and safety

O oter PLEARE DonlT gricor THIS 72 frriens

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project? )

.
Hampton » Rochester =~ La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

1-275 Lenway, Mark Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



1-275-001 I

I1-275-002

1-275-003

1-275-004

1-275-005

Mark Lenway
_ P.O.Box 23
Kenyon, MN 55946

July 3, 2009 :
To Whom It May Concem: “S7EF£ A 4777 £ 4 SIRENETH

It is my wish that those who have the power to do so, act on my request to
oppose the proposed plan to bring CapX 2020 transmission lines through Holden
Township and throughout the state. | believe that there is no need this for
project.
* Need should be based on what OUR state needs; not what is needed in
LaCrosse or points east of.
= (Coal is considered to be an environmentally unsatisfactory energy source
because of gaseous (ie: CO2 SO; NOy and volatile metals} and solid
waste products (ie: fly ash, bottorn ash, FGD sludge).
= Combined with the +20% compounded loss that occurs when transporting
over lines that stretch hundreds of miles it makes this proposed project
unsavory at best.

On a local level, Holden Township has maintained a rural, agriculturally based
economy because the residents have worked hard fo insure that it is kept that
way. The township has adopted resolutions that specifically address the
preservation of its farmland. The community is active in preserving the heritage
of the area agriculturally, environmentally, historically, socially, and as much so
on the basis of esthetics.
* Agriculturally, there are many residents in our area who have struggled to
maintain small farms that have been in the family for more than 150 years.
They do so because they value this way of life. If the proposed
transmission line goes through Holden Township, these small farms lose a
greater percentage of their small fields to the inefficiencies of scale.
Historically it has been an uphill battle tor Minnesota’s small farmers and
the proposed transmission lines through Holden Township will only
perpetuate the decreasing viability of our areas’ small farms.
+ Swaths 150" wide running hundreds of miles across the state along the
path of these lines will be bulldozed and maintained cut free of trees as a
ROW for transmission lines thus removing woodland habitat from our
state’s precious natural resources. By running these transmission lines
down 56 through Holden Township rather than along the already
established Highway 52 corridor, yet more woodland is destroyed and
destroyed in a part of the state where woodland habitat is at a premium for
our local hunters.
= Historically, we live in a part of the state that acts as a living museum for
the small farming community much in the same way as re-enactments of

1-275 Lenway, Mark
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[-275-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-275-002
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-275-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-275-004
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to vegetation will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-275-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to recreational
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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I1-275-006

1-275-007

other historical events depict history. We live with such landmarks as the
stagecoach stop (which is currently being renovated), the local country
schoolhouse, century old churches with strong, active memberships, and
small rural towns where business can be conducted with a handshake
over a cup of coffee at the local coffee shop. This kind of historical
“landmark” may not be obvious as a tangible part of the argument against
transmission lines but can be easily vandalized by the sight of 150" towers
and lines slicing their way through the countryside. There are those who
may be forced to significantly alter or abandon a way of life that acts as
this living history for all of us.

Socially, our community acts and reacts to unsavory pressures that
destroy or encumber our hard earned assets under the guise of “eminent
domain”. Public utilities are unique in that they are exempt from many of
the eminent domain laws (chapter 117) restricting the taking of lands from
one to give to another. In our view, this does not make the PUC
answerable to the public for whom they serve.

Esthetically we live among rolling wooded hills, oak savannahs, beautiful
creek valleys, small farm fields, and pasture ground. We have chosen a
quality of life that is reflected in these quiet esthetics. Just as others value
a different life that reflects their particular needs, we have chosen the
simplicity and flerce independence that we feel comes with and is unique
to our area. Itis not right that lifestyle choices of others should be granted
preference over ours. We have listened to the representatives from CapX
and have concluded that since they have not been willing to discuss the
issue of need for points beyond Rochester and LaCrescent, we can only
conclude that the need is NOT within our own state but with points east of
us. Do we really want our state raped by a project that does nothing to
enhance our own quality of life?

Sincerely,
Mark Lenway

1-275 Lenway, Mark
Appendix |

[-275-006

Your comment has been noted. Impacts to historic and archeological
resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[-275-007

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
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[-277-001
— I Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
E Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
i justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
E

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

July 23, 2009 )
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

Department of Commerce
Scott Ek . . .
MN Office of Energy Security The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
85 7" Place East, Suite 500 website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
St Paul, MN 55101- 2198 . . - .

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

AAtt: Cap X 2020 transmission line publication.

Dear Mr. Ek,

1-227-001 II UESTION THE NEED FOR CAP X 2020

CAP X 2020 Would carry coal generated electricity, hundreds of miles with a 20%
compounded loss to an area that is producing electricity from wind projects and
proposing new wind projects to be built.

Coal is considered to be an environmentally unsatisfactory energy source because
of gaseous and solid waste products.

Minnesota Power and Xcel Energy which generates the majority of its electricity
from coal (which spews global warming gases into the atmosphere) could easily
be a big loser if a strong climate-change bill passes in Washington. A strong
climate-change law could dramatically decrease the value of hundreds of millions
of dollars of Minnesota Power’s and Xcel Energy’s investment in coal-burning
infrastructure.

Minnesota Power now reports that money invested in wind power produces
cheaper electricity than money invested in coal power and money invested in
energy-efficient buildings is more than paid for by energy savings.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED:
1-277-002 Why do we need additional transmission lines?
EXEL?’S has had a shrinking demand for electricity from the year 2006
DAIRYLAND POWER’S representative stated “there is already too much
lectricity being produced by the new wind projects in Southern Minnesota and
need to move it to other locations. We can’t use it all.”
—These new wind projects can supply additional electricity to Rochester, MN and
La Crosse, Wis. T E INE?

1-277-003 GEQ IC1 CT: Holden Township —a proposed line route --
s a fragile area with a large underground limestone cavern.
A governmental study was taken in Holden Township, Wheeling Township

and Richland Township Minnesota in 1986. — A witness post sign can be found
on 210" Street East, Wheeling Township verifying the study — The study was to
determine how big the cavern was, if it contained natural gas, and if the limestone
was solid or fractured. The study - project was abandon when the large cavern
was found to have large limestone faults. During the governmental study family
water wells were destroyed when the limestone faults shifted. Heavy equipment
and earth pounding was used during the study. Mineral Rights were purchased
from some land owners.

VISUAL/AESTETIC RESOURCES: we have a rolling country farming
1-277-004dommunity and the large poles would ruin the view, disrupting and destroying our
1-277-005 landscape. A swath 150" wide running hundreds of miles across the state

Il remove woodland habitat and farmland from our State’s precious natural
rgsources.

PROXIMITY TO RESIDENCES: No people should have a line build on their
1-277-006 jomestead, for their health and safety, Electric and Magnetic fields still have
nknown effects on all living creatures.

1-277 Monroe, Norma
Appendix |

[-277-002
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
277-001.

[-277-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to geology and soil
resources caused by the transmission lines will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[-277-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-277-005
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
277-004.

[-277-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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1-277-007

1-277-008

1-277-009

I1-277-010

1-277-011

LAND USE AGRICULTURE: I have worked for thirty years to build my
farmland. 1 have installed tile, build terraces, with the goal to stop erosion and run
off. Farmland is not a renewable resource we need to protect every field, every
acre. Holden township and Goodhue County are both dedicated to keep our
family farms and our agricultural base. We do not want the transmission lines, as
those proposed by the Cap X 2020 project. The proposed lines run directly down
the middle of the section, resulting in a greater disruption of the farming acreage.
Transmission lines will mar the beauty of the area and drive down property
values, and cause problems for farmers.

WATER RESQURCES: Most of the family water wells are shallow and will be
disturbed with the digging of large holes and limestone fracturing,

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES: RAPTORES: Hawks nest in my woods on my
farm, in Holden township. They thrill everyone who hears their call or sees them
fly. They are majestic and should not be disturbed.

TELEVISION INTERFERENCE: The large poles will interrupt the poor
television we now receive Also there will be interference with GPS systems..

NOISE: We enjoy the quite in the country. We can hear the birds, insects, and

1-277-012 | the trees rustle. We do not want to hear the mum of electricity lines.

DP TS: Three companies are proposing wind projects
for the Holden, Kenyon and Wheeling Township areas.

Farm Owner in Holden Township, Goodhue County, Minnesota,

Wm P ensox_

Norma Monroe
2162 HWY 246 BLVD
Kenyon MN 55946

Phowe 507 -789-5Y57

1-277 Monroe, Norma
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[-277-007

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-277-008

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line as well as potential impacts to
agricultural and visual resources will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[-277-009

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to geology and soil as
well as water resources caused by the transmission lines will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-277-010
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-277-011

Your comment has been noted. Interference with electrical equipment
caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual
landowners if the problem arises.

[-277-012
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts from noise will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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1-278-002

In your opinicn, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: #ZZC’_/ Mu‘j c?(;'_é?r_._gz_
Representing (Optional): v

Mailing Address: 47645 Coun by 14 B/vd

City: @ﬁsé‘gz = 7 state: Man . 55944 zip Code:
Daytime Phone (Oftional): _ J%27. 75 7- ._é Fod _

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We apprec;afe your
input.

1-278 Musgjerd, Hazel

Appendix |
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If you own property in one of the proposed corrldors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:
Agriculture {ﬁ/Residential Conservation Easement

Industrial Other:

Commercial

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing tha Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

T Can s Mot /V/}/(N/é ANY MR E

L A4 NP

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

1-278 Musgjerd, Hazel

Appendix |
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1-278-001

Hampton

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you. '

Compfeﬁng' this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend?

o >
-Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
Project Purpose and Need -
Visual / Aesthetic resources
Proximity to residences
Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biclogical resources {wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites
Radio or television interference
Noise

Health and safety

OEEEEEEEEE R

Other;

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

[FEesceyure ] v[ Elrectinnts snetie fvelds
V> ViCs sw'lz:/v o Sluc v/

L]

Rochesier La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Preoject

1-278 Musgjerd, Hazel
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[-278-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-278-002

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



1-279-001 |

Gary Peters P
Annette Peters }
2779 450" Street P
Kenyon, MN 55846 N

July 3, 2009

RE: CapX 2020
To Whom It May Concem:

This letter is being sent to you because we are concerned abeut the proposed
CapX 2020 project that may be corning through Minnesota. Our property Is in
the area for the Hampton-Rochester-Lacrosse 345 KV Transmission Project.
Qur home is located in Section 28 of Holden Township in Goodhue County,
Minnesota. Our property is residential and sits on approximately 3.50 acres. We
live in a rural agricultural community. Our home is surrounded by farm fields a
small woods that is home to deer, wild turkeys and a wide varisty of other
wildlife.

The various power companies involved in this project have been providing data
showing the increased demand for power through 2004 and thus the need for
this project. However, the data for the years after 2004 show that there isan
actual decrease in usage. Our hope is that all alternatives to this massive
project have been studied and fairly evaluated. This project will stretch from the
Dakotas through Minnesota and Wisconsin. The transmission lines are said to
lose 30% of the power they are carrying. They propose to use coal. We seem to
be making strides in conservation and in using renewable resources to produce
energy. Is a project of this magnitude really the best solution?

As we stated before, ours is an agricultural community and our township and
county are dedicated to keeping our family farms and our agricultural base. The
acres of land that will be taken for right of ways if this project is approved is
astounding. There are also small woods and stands of trees that will suffer if
these huge lines are allowed to come through our state. Transmission lines will
mar the beauty of the area, drive down property values, cause potential health
threats, and cause varicus problems that farms will need to “work around” for
years to come. Becoming a corridor for transmission lines (for which we see no
direct benefit) is not something we or anyone else | know wants. | was told that
height of the poles for these lines will be approximately the height of the Statue
of Liberty!

The proposed route though our township appears to be very close to many
homes. We know that these power lines can be harmful to both people and

1-279 Peters, Gary & Anette

Appendix |

[-279-001

Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.
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) | 1-279-002
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to land use will be

wildlife but still do not know the full effect of long term exposure. We know it addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
interferes with various electrical and GPS systems, etc. We were informed at

- one meeting we attended that farmers may need to ground their machinery when
working around these lines. We also understand that it can interfere with radio
and television transmission.

| have read many of the comments submitted by others regarding this project
and | have heard many others speak at previous meetings. The reasons for not
wanting these lines in our area are the same reasons others do not want them in
their areas; including the effect on our property vaiues. We don't want the view
from our homes to be massive transmission lines. There is no compensation for
those living near the lines and no amount of money would suffice for the loss we
would incur in so many ways.

We hope that another soiution can be found so none of us will have to have
these huge transmission lines near our homes. However, we know that the
power companies involved as well state and local governments will prosper from
this project and fear that it will be approved. If this project is approved we hope
that the least invasive route would be used. We appreciate attempts to stay
away from homes when possible, but these lines will still be very close to many

1-279-002 | homes. Also, is taking this valuable rural land really the best answer? If the
project goes forward we feel that the most logical route is not through Holden
Township and Highway 56 or Highway 60. The other route goes along Highway
52. Homes in this area would be further from the line. It would also seem to be
a shorter and thus less expensive route to use. This route is also more industrial
and commercial than the route along Highways 56 and 60.

Sincerely,

Gary & Anne‘ng’ Peters
e Q/?/m ai"dl%‘ﬁ_@gj'—w

1-279 Peters, Gary & Anette Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Hamptony

- In your opinion, was the project description, purpese, and neesd for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

rop
b )
Please tell us how to reach you.
'CONTACT INFORMATION :
Name: EZZ(;& ) ,eé‘;/,uomf i B
Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: Z / &9_‘ (Mﬁ& .ewd _
city: LA bt State: _ M. Zip Code: 537247

Daytime Phone (Optional):

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Pro)ecr J'f you sign up for the mailing list, you

will be notified when opportunities to participate are being |
Please plan to continue your mvo.'vsmenr in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-280 Reynolds, Dick
Appendix |
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[-280-001

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses The Draft Environmental |mpact Statement will be available on the RUS
of your property below: . .
. ) - ) website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
Bl Agriculture (&Bemdentlal Conservation Easement . . o .
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

Commercial industrial Other: publication.

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

1-280-001 -/"}’?M ) /ﬁs— ) L/;vg &.7 7, ngZaé_ —
THE FRyvtigh, _9LdE

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

WE __10pd'7 \h THe ZAE
_Blem  [v fHE AUESCEAS Ak
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" Public Scoping Meetings

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the |
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below. T

[E] Ido not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? m% VAl 2 !

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

I Project Purpose and Need
Visual f Aesthetic resources
R Proximity tb residences
ﬂ Land-use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
[l Water resources (floodplains, river crossings) .
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
[0] Hisloric and culiural sites
Radio or television interference
K Noise.
Health and safety -
[ Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing tﬁé potential impacts of
this project? : : :

Hampton » Rochester =« La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

1-280 Reynolds, Dick Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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I-281-001

I-281-002

I1-281-003

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Y7 72%4

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Name: rS
Representing (Optional): p_lmﬂme“/ .
Mailing Adressy 2373 P odtne’ Jant—
City: Mﬁﬂﬂf State: 772!/
Daytime Phone (Optional): __9- j:-/ ﬁj" /

Zip C%?ﬁf}

Public participation for the Federal, Mil ta, and Wis in permitting pr will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-281 Rochl, S.

Appendix |

A 1O

bt st ey isEpajinftashrainpdstes sitiviic afitntitsts o

[-281-002

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-281-003

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
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' [-281-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

[ Agriculture % Residential [ conservation Easement [-281-005

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[[] Commercial A Industrial [ Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that shouid be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.
1-281-004 |

1-281-005 Cles —
17 - /é _ [-281-006
:g i ' Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
~ Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
!
i
In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.} in the Project area and why?
acs/ — hémmc/ welf ot rege’,
o2 fhe o L Covaae
1-281-006 ArallZ Corcesro f /WW
Gene? C
L]
1-281 Rochl, S. Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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COMMENT‘ Form

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by July 25, 2002. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

[Z] 1do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend?

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
M Project Purpose and Need
Vlsual 1/ Aesthetic resources
Proximity to residences
Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wild!i'fe habitat, éptnrs)
Historic and cultural sites
Radio or television interference
Noise
Health and safety
Other:

oooDoDnnDB DX

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential irﬁpacis of

this project?

Hampton = Rochestdr + La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project
1-281 Rochl, S.
Appendix |

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



I1-282-001

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

m‘lﬂm,a?.“'

;zm% Do 2 Y

mj,&wcﬁcwu cven e
T@mﬁmﬂjm MW
. ﬂh?%;m%mﬁ I,Z«r

e VY n¥ i A A 2

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: T _STroNG—
Representing {Optional): S

Mailing Address: _____ A[Q; ¥t H—"Uq 53 e
City: Ueolwmen State: _ (4J (. o

Zip Code:
Daytime Phone (Optional):

S@3l

FPublie participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-282 Strong, Tim

Appendix |

[-282-001
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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I1-282-002

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:

Agriculture Conservation Easement

Residential

Commercial Industrial

Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

-gﬁnok«'flﬂ? X o line O“U—;{f’ﬂw&f]’

ugmj“ ot Move snatiod of Dieor.

1-282 Strong, Tim
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[-282-002
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to land use will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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: ~ 1-282-003
' : Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you. - '

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? &’*"QQ"O? [\M 4 L.

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

Project Purpose and Need
,@ Visual / Aesthetic resources
E’ Proximity to residences
Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
[] Historic and cultural sites
@’ Radio or television interference
g Noise
Health and safety
Other:

What additional key issues s‘hould be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

1-282-003 o __B - j:ﬂ 0 . 7 2 %
L]
Hampton - Rochester « La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project
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Hampion » Rochester + La Cr

I1-283-001

345 kV Transmission Project

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

The project is explained well in the information distributed. However, | question the conclusion that the
best alternative is the power line proposed. Per the study, since the primary need areas are Rochester
and La Crosse, why not build natural gas fired generating capability in those areas and eliminate ail
the cost and environmental issues associated with a coal fired power source from the Twin Cities
transmitting power to Rochester and La Crosse? The carbon emissions from a natural gas plant would
be less than half from the coal plant and our country has over a 100 year supply of natural gas. In
addition, all the environmental impact of the proposed power lines would be eliminated. A natural gas

plant could be built in much less calendar time than required for the power line.

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Duane Tiede
Representing (Optional): Impacted Landowner
Mailing Address: 6s521 Sussex Rd.

State: IL . __Zip Code:

(=
]
&d
‘3

City: Naperville
Daytime Phone (Optional): (630) 640 -8212

Public participation for the Federal, Mi ta, and Wi in permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

your invoh, in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your

Please plan fo
input.

1-283 Tiede, Doug

Appendix |

[-283-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

Alternatives to the project will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement will be available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
February 2010



1-283-002

1-283-003

1-283-004

I-283-005

1-283-006

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

A Agriculture X Residential ) Conservation Easement

i Commercial I Industrial L. Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

My farm is located at 46998 170" Ave. Zumbrota, MN 55992 which is a few miles southwest of
Zumbrota, MN. The proposed 345kva power line siting is directly across my farm with the power line

less than 200 ft from the house. It alsa runs parallel and directly adjacent to the famm drive and will be
less than 100 ft. from the garage and machine shed. The farmhouse and land are rented now but |

am very concemed that the proposed power line routing will make the house uninhabitable and un-
rentable.

The poles through the agricultural land will also create more obstacles for the land operator . The
proposed routing will_require easement on over 13 acres of tillable land on a fam that only has 130

acres of nd.

Throughout the entire_almost 150 miles of proposed power line routing there are two or more
altemative routes shown except for about 2.5 miles that includes my farm. Why is there nat an

altemative routing for this area? it is my understanding that State codes require alternate routes be
identified.

There is another residential site less than 1/2 mile west of my famm where the proposed line runs very
close to the house also. It seems that an alternative routing on my south property line or further south
would alleviate all of these problems

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

The most sensitive resources in the Project are the people living near the power line. The potential
danger from EMF radiation and the safety concemn with power lines subject to failure from ice
storms in Southem Minnesota’s climate make it very unsafe to locate a high voltage power line that
close to residential housing and cther buildings and driveways.

The second maijor issue is the carbon produced by the coal fired plant and the carbon generated
during the building of the power line.

1-283 Tiede, Doug
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[-283-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-283-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-283-004

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-283-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-283-006
Your comment has been noted. Cumulative Impacts will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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COMMENT FORM

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and retum your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of

the project. Thank you.
Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the

Public Scoping Meetings

[-283-007

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

mailing list, please chedk the box below.

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
[ tdonot wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? None

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
¥ Project Purpose and Need
X Visual / Aesthetic resources
M Proximity to residences
X

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)

Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)

®

| Historic and cultural sites
Radio or television interference
Noise

Health and safety

C X X X

Other: I

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

Location of other power lines on the property. There is an existing high power transmission line
crossing this property that will be crossed with this new proposed line.

1-283-007

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-284-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project

adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed? Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
/A http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
1-284-001| Criyptice siepe qwem A«d“nﬂ“@% hellovarndt spl A%é—u o Oy are
MMMLM /cw pange e8fecte Lor onges hsses, . The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
neeol jn NG g, weee in Greas - all a«fmj%a- Lve m«?‘e? ot website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
7 Ve breas: i re gjcteonca the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
28berectplnces . publication.

_ML&L#W/ hact o ‘0&44 didnd eave wh or ket [T
;Liev‘)“"/ '_?‘"{hr LBy gm;n? e J'f-, = m:&&e—._.ﬁéf_z_ﬂcaﬁlf_%wﬁ“.

[-284-002
Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
i http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

1-284-002

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Name: JA ol ’f‘rvs 7~

Representing {Optional):

Mailing Address: 2144 (o 30 B/fJ

City: N enyon state: /M A/ Zip Code: ER AL
Daytime Phone (Optional}:
Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pi will be ongoing for

the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing fist, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your invol in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-284 Trost, Jan Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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1-284-003

1-284-004

1-284-005

1-284 Trost, Jan
Appendix |

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:.

gricqlture sidential

0

Conservation Easement

Commercial Industrial Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

ﬂ'"/

2 Luui:n_ﬁdﬂ—_mqu.ié end o Laypn

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recréhtiur:a:,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

B Pl Hf_uﬂb full

T
aned _2rissimns ]gfméﬂgt E&ﬂ& baue b pod : Senpplent ce . Lide

MMM«&LCMWMM{L\'&mws)_-_._-._._____._.

&muuzfm.!ﬁ&m

[-284-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-284-004

Your comment has been noted. Interference with electrical equipment
caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual
landowners if the problem arises.

[-284-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Hampton

COMMENT Form

- Public Scoping-Meetings -

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federg!}uﬁn\g;onmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by }une-ﬂ*& 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? _/nfemetine/ Miq. - Conngs Fads , st/

Please check the following issues that are impaortant to you for transmission line siting.
g Project Purpose and Need
& Visual / Aesthetic resources
-Proximily to residences
[@-Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
8- water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
- Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
[E3- Historic and cultural sites

[ERadio or television interference

- Noise

[-Health and safety
Other: a

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of

this prcuect?
J ﬁ:u #e,:gf 5!9 a8 jﬁmggﬂ g“iig,é f& egﬁMM % gged‘ 1

_JLI?_ _hutos. wm;& !

N .
Rochester La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

1-284 Trost, Jan
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Scott

31489 Co. 30 Blvd.
Kenyon, MN 55946
Tel. 507-789-6826
July 20, 2009

Ek, Dept. of Commerce

MN Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place E., Suite # 500

5t. Pai

Atten

ul, MN 55101-2198
tion Scott Ek,

| am writing to you to let you know that | do not want the CapX 2020 transmission lines running across Holden

Township In Minnesota.

I1-285-001

We do not need extra energy here or nearby, there is a decline in energy use in this area Including Holden

Town}hip due to new technology. We do not need energy carried a long way and losing a large percentage of that

I-285-0028

ust by sending it that distance - that is poor use of energy money. There are new, better and more efficient

ways td produce energy (including nuclear) and probably new discoveries in the making. This would be foolish if this is
suppospd to be a line that travels all the way to the east coast, for so much energy would be lost along the way and so

much

I3nd and natural resources would be wasted. There could be less obtrusive sources closer to the users with less

expensgjve transport; and | don't want to be part of this frivolous waste when there are other options.and answers.

1-285-003

It is a shame to even think of having transmission lines here in prime farming land. That is a waste of natural

resoufces and a penalty imposed on small farmers in this area that have a difficult time anyway to make a living in
farmigg. There is a delicate balance with cost of seed , chemicals, fuel, and time; mixed with weather and growing
1-285-5@0#onE; and the health and production of animals; and market values. To have another obstacle such as land taken

away

of sick animals or infertile animals, or animals that miscarry or contaminated animals and crops because of

transmyssion leaks is a burden these farmers do not need. It would mean their demise.

I1-285-005

reseaf
make

1-285-006

I am concerned about my own health and that of my family and grandchildren. There has not been enough
ch into the long range effects of the magnetic fields and emissions. Devastating effects have been noted on pace
's and implants, and more. Life and health are too precious to put into jecpardy.

Electrical appliances and TV will experience interference. Emissions will affect the life of machinery and vehicles

{and ¢

Feate another burden for farmers).

There is a natural beauty in this county and it is the envy of other areas and it is a desirable place where many

1-285fFwplp would say they would like to live. There are trees, waterways, vital wetlands, patchwork of cropped fields,
streaths, wildlife, nice natural skylines with beautiful sunrise and sunset scenes. Wouldn't it be a shame to destroy this

unne

sarilyl!!! - just on some company’s greed and thoughtless whim!

1-285-008 | If for some reason the lines have to go through, pick an existing corridor like highway 52.

Sincerely,
Jan Trost

A land & animal farmer, nature & health
lover, and common sense citizen

1-285 Trost, Jan - 2
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[-285-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-285-002
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-285-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-285-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-285-005
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
285-004.

[-285-006
Your comment has been noted. Interference with electrical equipment

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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I1-285-009

I1-285-010

1-285-011

1-285-012

1-285-013

Mark Lenway
P.O. Box 23
/ Kenyon, MN 55946

July 3, 2009

Lo
To Whom It May Concern: 6(’—07,?"

It is my wish that those who have the power to do so, act on my request to
oppose the proposed plan to bring CapX 2020 transmission lines through Holden
Township and throughout the state. | belisve that there is no need this for
project.

* Need should be based on what OUR state needs; not what is needed in
LaCrosse or points east of.

* Coal is considered to be an environmentally unsatisfactory energy source
because of gaseous (ie: COz SOz NOx and volatile metals) and solid
waste products (ie: fly ash, bottom ash, FGD sludge).

* Combined with the +20% compounded loss that occurs when transporting
over lines that stretch hundreds of miles it makes this proposed project
unsavory at best.

On a local level, Holden Township has maintained a rural, agriculturally based
economy because the residents have worked hard to insure that it is kept that
way. The township has adopted resolutions that specifically address the
preservation of its farmland. The community is active in preserving the heritage
of the area agriculturally, environmentally, historically, socially, and as much so
on the basis of esthetics.
= Agriculturally, there are many residents in our area who have struggled to
maintain small farms that have been in the family for more than 150 years.
They do so because they value this way of life. If the proposed
transmission line goes through Holden Township, these small farms lose a
greater percentage of their small fields to the inefficiencies of scale.
Historically it has been an uphill batile for Minnesota’s small farmers and
the proposed transmission lines through Holden Township will only
perpetuate the decreasing viability of our areas’ small farms.
+ Swaths 150’ wide running hundreds of miles across the state along the
path of these lines will be bulldozed and maintained cut free of trees as a
ROW for transmission lines thus removing woodland habitat from our
state’s precious natural resources. By running these transmission lines
down 56 through Holden Township rather than along the already
established Highway 52 corridor, yet more woodland is destroyed and
destroyed in a part of the state where woodland habitat is at a premium for
our local hunters.
+ Historically, we live in a part of the state that acts as a living museum for
the small farming community much in the same way as re-enactments of

1-285 Trost, Jan - 2

Appendix |

caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual
landowners if the problem arises.

[-285-007

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural and
water resources, wetlands, vegetation, wildlife, and aesthetics will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-285-008

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-285-009

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

[-285-010

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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1-285-014 other historical events depict history. We live with such landmarks as the
stagecoach stop (which is currently being renovated), the local country
schoolhouse, century old churches with strong, active memberships, and
small rural towns where business can be conducted with a handshake
over a cup of coffee at the local coffee shop. This kind of historical
“landmark” may not be obvious as a tangible part of the argument against
transmission lines but can be easily vandalized by the sight of 150’ towers
and lines slicing their way through the countryside. There are those who
may be forced to significantly alter or abandon a way of life that acts as
this living history for all of us.

* Socially, our community acts and reacts to unsavory pressures that
destroy or encumber our hard earned assets under the guise of “eminent

1-285-015 domain”. Public utilities are unique in that they are exempt from many of
the eminent domain laws (chapter 117) restricting the taking of lands from
one to give to another. In our view, this does not make the PUC
answerable to the public for whom they serve.

* Esthetically we live among rolling wooded hills, oak savannahs, beautiful
creek valleys, small farm fields, and pasture ground. We have chosen a
quality of life that is reflected in these quiet esthetics. Just as others value
a different life that reflects their particular needs, we have chosen the
simplicity and fierce independence that we feel comes with and is unique
to our area. Mt is not right that lifestyle choices of others should be granted

1-285-016 preference over ours. We have listened to the representatives from CapX
and have concluded that since they have not been willing to discuss the
issue of need for points beyond Rochester and LaCrescent, we can only
conclude that the need is NOT within our own state but with points east of
us. Do we really want our state raped by a project that does nothing to
enhance our own quality of life?

Sincerely,
Mark Lenway

Htoccy 70 ous S7TE

1-285 Trost, Jan - 2
Appendix |
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[-285-011

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-285-012

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts resulting from
construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be
addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-285-013

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process along with potential impacts to recreation will be addressed in
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The project is still in the
development and planning stages and the utilities have not yet permitted
a route for the transmission line.

[-285-014

Your comment has been noted. Impacts to historic and archeological
resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[-285-015

Your comment has been noted. RUS anticipates that the CapX2020
Utilities would pay for land rights based on an independent appraisal and
will work with property owners to negotiate easement payments after the
permitting process. If an agreement cannot be reached between a utility
and the landowner, a utility may pursue a state-governed process called

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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condemnation, under which a judge and a panel of impartial individuals
decide whether the easement is needed and its value. The
condemnation process varies from state to state. In general, states
establish strict procedures for determining the amount a landowner
should be paid by a utility for acquiring a right for construction and
maintenance of a transmission line. A government’s right to acquire — or
authorize the acquisition of private property for public use, with just
compensation being given to the owner, is called eminent domain. In
some states when a transmission line crosses a rural property, a
landowner, under certain conditions, may request that the utility
purchase the entire property.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-285-016

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

1-285 Trost, Jan - 2 Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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I1-286-001

I1-286-002

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project -
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

T obended an infemeti : in { (e
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: 'f“ w(em

FPlease tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Name: Jefe Trashk
Representing {Optional):
Mailing Address: __ 311%  Ca. 30 Bhed
City: !{ c“}“““ ___ State: NN S594¢ Zip Code:
Daytime Phone (Optional):

Public participation for the Federal, Mi) ta, and Wi in permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments, We appreciate your
input.

1-286 Trost, Jeff
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[-286-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detall, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-286-002
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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' : " Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human health and
safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

If you own property in one of the proposedcorridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:
B Agriculture A Residential Conservation Easement
g . _ =, [-286-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to livestock health and

safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be Impact Statement
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property. P S ’

Commercial Industrial ) Other:

:“T}.. FN)I'?&P‘#'?- 15 o 163 acee co«ww-l. 'f'LQ.’r*e id M'f"t\\-lg]. (!x?e;—!'cll_l

excepl it iy Py hamme v owe of fhe most fecukilul arey an

M,

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?
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: [-286-005
COMME' T FORM A Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts,
: including potential impacts to property values affected by the
transmission line will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

| We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Emr]zr?nmental impact Statement process and return your completed form Statement.

| today or mail by , 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
| the project. Thank you.

| Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list

| Which meeting did you attend? Ton Cor mvaits naes /[ Hf} w_ Comnan F;..lj:., M

| Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

| B Project Purpose and Need

Visual / Aesthetic resources

Proximity to residences

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

Water resources (floodplains, river crossings) |

Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)

DFEEERK

Historic and cultural sites

]

Radio or television interference
Noise

Health and safety

[ .

Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

1-286-005 Witk att the ~ green”  why ace we. e&,iemnd'q
WO wreil ot Prhr f.\t&.i f'&K.!. Cprd nﬂr Qe 3 P
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In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained” f not, what additional information is needed?

¢ e ‘.

i e‘l
1207001 Mum Mwuhﬂ&%amzmﬂ.. J e
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1-287-003
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e D QgD
1-287-004 |

Mxﬁ_@mi_;mgM—Om‘\_&@m
1-287- ooslm_‘ru_ﬂ\ oot U.hw\l bp.hmdt KL{,\.Q_QQ UMS

Please tell us how to reach you.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: JeSSica T rose
Representing (Optional):

Mailing Address: D_Iﬂq ﬁcmh'_ﬁa ?) \.ud
Kenyen

City: state: MW Zip‘%?d?rw

Daytime Phone (Optional): ___ .

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pr will be for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notifiecd when opportunities to participate are heing planned.

Please pian to
input.

your invol tin the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your

1-287 Trost, Jessica
Appendix |

>

[-287-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-287-002

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-287-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-287-004
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-287-005
Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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I1-287-006

I1-287-007

1-287-008

I1-287-009

1-287-010

I-287-011

1-287-012

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your propert_y below:
Eﬁ Agriculture Residential

Commercial

Conservation Easement

Industrial Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property

vm is losatsd s  Holelin Township.

o Qma
oo ld Y2084 (ﬂwx%xxj fo Y UuesSiped dul

prodint  Siod  ound raise  Lvesroed . Yens Lm.s_
M&M@Wﬁwﬁ

ol

lnyour opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (blolog ical, cultural, recreational,
ecﬂ} in the Project area and why?

was LR wu mk_t-ﬂmimd_is Q&ao_a_
wedopures Urad 40

W con ol %m& Yo dor 9‘.: i Waxmwa{m‘

T UGS aasa ales \13&4{ fd‘ TV ALa MiISH'ON

1-287 Trost, Jessica

Appendix |

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

[-287-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-287-007

Your comment card has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-287-008

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to recreational
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-287-009

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-287-010
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to vegetation will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the

USDA RUS Federal E[n ironmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by fife. +2009. Your commenis help in the planning and implementation of

the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? - HHS'

MN

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
ﬂPrﬂjectPurpose and Need TL!. need l%r entrgy ban deenaned i MY
i~n Y loor Hh yeerS.
E Visual / Aesthetic resources - Hope You $een “anns LA ?: m{:m hu%&
m Proximity to residences and ay cut “H’WOUE%V‘ oot sl |GJ"O§SC¢’{NI‘.
: . v, h
“ﬁ Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation) - Theae Lines are ¢oins AL L))
. oy Minveseta fovrms.

Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)

& Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors) #any Vs wi il lm?euwwu{? in
alat of Hw U /
\@ Historic and cultural sites v SM orb\')cu,! S

n Radio or television interference ,and GVS on-fay m @ '1) wpmant

g Noise
1-267-013 [} Hoalth and safety, EMF, danqr of elatiric Sthedes  unde- e bing

44 Other: ‘E(ng[f;l_r valtuen

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project? :

1-207-014 . L procluchon. ~ {_ets malke
MO Grauin i hat ¢ - -~
Cure gjfzﬂv i I waed .

y e CI.A._!.,__ﬂ_:
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[-287-011

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-287-012

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-287-013

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-287-014
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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[-288-001

Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft

In your opinion, was the project description, puroose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

. 5 4 ! | Envi tal | t Stat t will be solicited after its publication.
f\m“‘, Ths Py\ - /‘&n,lﬂ Im | nvironmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication

ﬂ-ﬁ—’ﬁ%‘;—%ﬂf fe
Roshon V5 7 ég//m Core e fmn‘ 1-288-002

/m@mﬁg Otfen 1rothereds ,g“ @fgwlam ,zjsﬁm Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
1-288- oogﬂruw ) ngzpmﬂi /v@aa(. vf -féj?‘[ffjﬁ LR /)mg_ i Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The

m““ ;,,/._ DerBetdssu 0o T 16, aye! Anows justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
%_HMIWMW -éma CRe z% om’tf Oﬂi&m ! Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
hawe _Uhey o ux et ﬁaf.’z@? azﬂr_f_ : http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

_ " : _h( B} O«ﬁ/? Arbes,
1-288-002 | 3 7( s J .

Y j:@m + fqﬁ,ccze Who KRS

| Selling }T) Do tfou Lo %v leouted Sz{ff);" UR,
ot el th Lusp TP n B Aneoro o

é«i‘»@f g h&ﬂ?; ZJ& e L runa Fatmop _»é:%ﬂ:‘ ‘,'fou Jg
Pt petl. ik rreel B Liskn B Son Lokbos ¥
Please teil us—f:ow to reach you. Hon b ket Az éﬂ'ﬁ"f_f/

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: rj_/}ﬁ?ﬁ’s wﬁ’u‘éc/_ .

" Representing {Optional): __ e

Mailing Address: =0, B0X 75/

City: df/?aé’eécwz‘f State: /70 Zip Code: 5574y
Daytime Phone (Optional): [775) ‘5/59‘ /O/éé .

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you s.l’gn up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities lo participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.
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1-288-003

1-288-004

1-288-005

- @’ Agriculture -

if you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below:

Residential

E1 Commercial

Conservation Easement

Other:

Industrial

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.
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In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources-{bi
ect.) in the Project area and why?
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[-288-003

Your comment has been noted. Access and terrain issues will be
assessed at a route level and with individual landowners. Alternatives to
the project as well as potential impacts resulting from construction,
operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be addressed in
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-288-004

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-288-005

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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COMMENT FORM

Public Scoping Meetings

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2002. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list, If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the profect malling list

Which meeting did you attend? Ay ot ﬁ?M

Z STl Mrew et Any pokilings - Argh T Kesp vymﬁj
Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting. ,O
wfsg'?p 2

F’f Project Purpose and Need

E, Visual / Aesthetic resources

IE/ Proximity to residences

[M Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings) i
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors) i
[2] Historic and cultura! sites

f;ﬂ/ Radio or television interference
Noise

Health and safety

Other: __

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project? -

L] |
Hampton « Rechester = La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project i
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In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?
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Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATIO
Name: k \f;’e’ \TT?)\SJ(‘G

Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: Ag_‘_sl} Ll“gDiL ?t

City: & nyon __ state: M
Daytime Phone (Optional):

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when apportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

1-289 Wrolstad, Elise
Appendix |

Zip Code:2 5L

[-289-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://lwww.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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1-289-002

1-289-003

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the exlslmg uses
of your property below: .

gl Agriculture R Residential Conservation Easement

Industrial Other:

Commercial

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.
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[-289-002
Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

[-289-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources, wildlife, and the aesthetic quality of the areas surrounding the
transmission line will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.
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: ~ 1-289-004
"ORM. Your comment has been noted. Impacts to historic and archeological
resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the praject. Thank you. N )

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? N L{JV,

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
ﬂ?roiecl Purpose and Need
/‘EQVisual 1 Aesthetic rescurces
Proximity to residences
ﬁ\Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
ﬂWater resources (floodplains, river crossings)
ﬂ Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites
Radic or television interference
K.Noise
Health and safety
. B Other:

What.additiona[ key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

2o FY&%%QMLE o ni'a_ O o
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Hampion - Rochester - La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project
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) _ I [-290-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project . . L. . . .
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed? Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: \Dg.u i_‘{ j;/f: 74—‘""'

Representing (Optional): F
Mailing Address: /ég; LAJZ..& IZ zﬂ? e 1

city: _AR nescpirts state: W] J 854/ zip Code:

Daytime Phone (Optional): N 5 Q Z il gﬂ%fﬁ-_ggj{{_ _________

Public participation for the Federal, Mi ta, and Wi in permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to conti, your invol tin the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your

input.

1-290 Yeiter, David Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

Agriculture E\Besidential Conservation Easement

Commercial Industrial Other: _

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biologica
ect.) in the Project area and why?

1-290 Yeiter, David

Appendix |
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We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you. ' '

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list
Which meeting did you attend? (,%/\‘,7 XA 62“1"56-4’ J {‘

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
EiProjeci Purpose and Need
ﬁ Visual / Aesthetic resources

) Proximity to residences

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites

Radio or television interference

O 7=

Moise

Health and safety

OO

Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project?

Hampton « Rochester = La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project

1-290 Yeiter, David
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1-291-001 I

1-291-002

1-291 Yeitev,

Appendix |

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

The  Peed |5 pof X%A g‘fé; Tl ool .
The Cotupd A at Puts L hen

n Y 7 r ol
/MC/J.?H%ZM s ﬂ/‘d}fﬁ()[@f"—“

" Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION .
Touwis %irev
Representing (Optional):

Name:

State: A Zip Cod€5S 9 D
S02-528- 2834

City: o6 oy T
Daytime Phone (Optional): _

Public participation for the Federal, Mint , and Wi in pe ing pro will be ongoeing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the malling list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.

Dennis

[-291-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detall, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-291-002
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
291-001.
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If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

@ Agriculture E Residential Conservation Easement

Commercial Industrial Other: M&?&“f

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources {biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

1-291 Yeitev, Dennis
Appendix |
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) [-291-003
COM MENT FORM ; Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife and the
. Public Scoping Meetings. aesthetic quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
malling list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the project mailing list
(
Which meeting did you attend? _ ft/,y 02 Ar\ &Jyﬁdé

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

Project Purpose and Need

Visuél [ Aesthetic resources
El Proaumlty to remdences
Ef Land use (agncullure residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildiife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites
Radio o televi_sir;nn interference
Noise . .
Health and safety
OMEr:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of

1-291-003 v proled;’ﬂj < w/// s/ ZE:’:é_ jf?éi gz%&% /TZ; wx./j }:106
lm _ﬂir_ _4;414 wZ;L F Dea 2Ly :

f%ﬁ’m@’éflr /515:#3 )4!{:“:{ Buv ham”’l@fv;f

____41—’?
Aeaxly
wo Lor That 2<, —
»
Hampton « Rochester « La Cresse 345 kV Transmission Project
I-291 Yeitev, Dennis Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

Appendix | February 2010



1-292-001

In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

e Lo vonlls Yo D 5‘4{& e go rrw:?_f}"'vm-_

A Pavsr. Lo Jusr asK vhot comersbr why Bog

Yot s RU9 .

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: __ Em.) b Moyy Z. a Za sy
Representing (Optional): 4 -

Mailing Address: 4o ( 19 7% Hve AL -

" City: R o dQ,Ls P st ' State: _ 7.¢~ Zip Code: 55wy e
Daytime Phone (Optional):
Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting pre will be ongoing far

the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notiffed when opportunities to participate are being planned.

Please plan to conti)
input.

Yyour invol it in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your

1-292 Zahasky, Emil & Mary

Appendix |

[-292-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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1-292-002

1-292-003

1-292-004 |

If you own property in one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses
of your property below:

B Agriculture

Residential Conservation Easement

Commercial Industrial Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please ind_icgte the location of_ your property.

W‘{Lrohr:m Gprem BI)] Curs deractly wcriss S

74\-...‘}[? 74:7’&-»\ ;—AJ‘ wo  heis cwmed Aoy S‘O/VWS

M&MM_@%MLM__
MMLM@LLJ—

— /c-«»._«ao_._ Y r et

7 G  Hoces A'C“lu Carh‘dw A Cbess Y c.;,‘/f J"-vagunz J-‘s‘

e ~s vadie as cs208 rplhs_p don't ren vl
lina across ownd Fatun less, Cobye kot 7 Coms o,
P’du.f‘g Ic A .«'n\‘!-'-q,ao.

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.) in the Project area and why?

. 7'{::. a fOr,‘M Kok Lol a—-«pc« ém.umﬂ Mh—.%.
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[-292-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-292-003

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[-292-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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We need your input, Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or guestions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form

today or mail by

e ﬁ 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Th

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

I do not wish to be on the praoject mailing list
Which meeting did you attend? //g\-\j,__ ) _ifﬂ_(.&n.f"{fy Z—‘—C{M Sl e ‘7‘—&.7“

Al s Foetee, wor fd cat wcross aniu ﬁiaasﬁ:&_o-w\.
Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

Project Purpose and Need

Visual / Aesthetic resources

IE Proximity to residences _

B Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Bioclogical resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and cultural sites

B4, Radio or television interference

Noise o

Heailth and safety

Other:

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
thls project?

. ﬁﬁgﬂ“ K:. - 1274 ﬁg! ‘540“/4_ é hs.ﬂj‘b&é I
A ap dig . 7@4‘5& lonscd) (m-W

Famacne ['nes  AcyosS
_f?a‘as;élt 1 v

1-292-005

L]
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[-292-005

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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[-293-001

Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.
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[-293-002
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to land use will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-293-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife and
vegetation will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-293-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to geology and soil
resources caused by the transmission lines will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[-293-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-293-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife, vegetation,
and the aesthetic quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line
will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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[-293-007

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

1-293 Hofschulte, Laverne
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1-294 Karl, Lisa
Appendix |

[-294-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-294-002
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
294-001.
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[-294-003

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-294-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-294-005

Your comment has been noted. Interference with electrical equipment
caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual
landowners if the problem arises.

[-294-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to stray voltage will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-294-007

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a timely
manner. Project information is updated regularly on the project website,
www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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1-295 Karl, Tim
Appendix |

[-295-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-295-002
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response I-
295-001.
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[-295-003

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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1-295 Karl, Tim
Appendix |

[-295-004

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a timely
manner. Project information is updated regularly on the project website,
www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-295-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to stray voltage will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-295-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.
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[-296-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments will
be solicited after its publication.

[-296-002

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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[-296-003
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.
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[-297-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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[-298-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

1-298 Lystrom, Wayne Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

Appendix | February 2010



1-299 Suther, Tom
Appendix |

[-299-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria
and routing process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The project is still in the development and planning stages
and the utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in
a timely manner. Project information is updated regularly on the project
website, www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-299-002

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-299-003

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria
and routing process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The project is still in the development and planning stages
and the utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in
a timely manner. Project information is updated regularly on the project
website, www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement nd will be available on the

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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RUS website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments
on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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B-001 Legalectric, Inc.
Appendix |

B-001-001

Your comment has been noted. While the CapX2020 projects involve
four independent projects being developed in a similar time frame with
some of the same of utilities participating, the Purpose and Need for the
CapX2020 Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345-kV Project was
developed and proven independently of the other CapX2020 projects.
The Alternative Evaluation Study addresses project Purpose and Need.

It is available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm, which has
been approved by the RUS. Purpose and Need will also be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
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B-001-002
Your comment has been noted.

While the CapX2020 projects involve four independent projects being
developed in a similar time frame with some of the same of utilities
participating, the Purpose and Need for the CapX2020 Hampton-
Rochester-La Crosse 345-kV Project was developed and proven
independently of the other CapX2020 projects. The Alternative
Evaluation Study addresses project Purpose and Need and is available
at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm, which has been approved
by the RUS. Purpose and Need will also be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.
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B-001-003

Your comment has been noted. The RUS does not have jurisdiction
over the State of Minnesota Certificate of Need evaluations or content of
those proceedings.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.
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B-001-004

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

B-001-005
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

B-001-006
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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B-001-007
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wetlands will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

B-001-008

Your comment has been noted. The RUS does not have jurisdiction
over the State of Minnesota Certificate of Need evaluations or content of
those proceedings.
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B-002-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-002-002

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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B-002 Rohlfing Tree Farm
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B-002-003

Your comment has been noted. While RUS does not have jurisdiction
over the State of Minnesota Certificate of Need evaluations or those
proceedings, however, potential impacts to human settlement and
recreation will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

B-002-004

Your comment has been noted. The RUS does not have jurisdiction
over the State of Minnesota Certificate of Need evaluations or content of
those proceedings. Potential impacts to the aestethic quality of the area
surrounding the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

B-002-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.
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B-002-006

Your comment has been noted. Impacts to historic and archeological
resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

B-002-007
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to wildlife, vegetation,
water and air quality will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

B-002-008

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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Appendix |

B-002-009

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts resulting from
construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be
addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.

B-002-010

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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B-003-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to recreational
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
webite at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Impacts to land
use in areas such as the Woodland Camp will be considered in the
Environmental Impact Statement. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

B-003 Woodland Camp Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



B-003 Woodland Camp Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



B-004 Wiese, Bruce Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



B-004-001

Your comment has been noted. Interference with electrical equipment
caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual
landowners if the problem arises.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-004-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to agricultural
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The criteria used to route the transmission line is described
in the Macro Corridor Study which is available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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B-005-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will be available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

B-005 Niederkorn Farms Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



B-005 Niederkorn Farms Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



B-006 Carleton College Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



B-006-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-006 Carleton College Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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Appendix | February 2010



B-007-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-007 Czech Country Farms Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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B-008-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-008 Ott, Kathryn Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

Appendix | February 2010



B-009-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-009 Czech Country Farms Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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B-010 Flom Family Farm
Appendix |

B-010-001

Your comment has been noted. RUS anticipates that the CapX2020
Utilities would provide compensation in the form of a one-time easement
payment to property owners who host transmission lines. Property
owners would retain ownership of the land and may continue to use the
land around transmission structures. RUS anticipates that the
CapX2020 Utilities would work with property owners to negotiate
easement payments after the permitting process.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-010-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts resulting from
construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be
addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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B-011-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-011 Czech Country Farms Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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B-013 Camp Victory Ministries Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



B-013-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to the aesthetic
quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-013-002

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

B-013-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to recreational
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

B-013 Camp Victory Ministries Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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B-014-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

B-014 Blue Horizon Dairy Farm Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
Appendix | February 2010



B-014-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

B-014-003

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to business
owners affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

B-014-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

B-014 Blue Horizon Dairy Farm Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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B-015-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to residential land use
and agricultural resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments will
be solicited after its publication.

B-015 Johnson Farm Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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B-015 Johnson Farm
Appendix |

B-015-002

Your comment has been noted. Due to the transmission grid's
interconnected nature as well as to electricity's nature - it's generally
difficult to identify a specific source of electricity on the grid.

The proposed CapX2020 transmission lines will serve the region's

expected growth and help begin to meet Minnesota's Renewable Energy
Standard (RES), which requires utilities to deliver 25 percent of their
electricity from renewable sources by 2025 (Xcel Energy is mandated to
deliver 30 percent by 2020, with 25 percent from wind). Most of that
energy comes from wind turbines.

B-015-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and

livestock health and safety with regard to stray voltage will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

B-015-004
Your comment has been noted. Please refer to comment response B-
015-002.

Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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B-016-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
livestock health and safety with regard to stray voltage will be addressed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

B-016 Bombay Dairy Company Hampton—Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report
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B-017-001

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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B-018-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse 345-kV project. As such, we have forwarded you comments
to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised
concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.
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