
N-001 Mississippi River Revival

Appendix I

Hampton–Rochester–La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

February 2010



N-001 Mississippi River Revival

Appendix I

Hampton–Rochester–La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

February 2010



N-001-001

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

N-001-002

Your comment has been noted.  Cumulative Impacts will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-001-003

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-001-004

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-001-005

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-001-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and

livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.
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N-001-007

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to the aesthetic

quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-001-008

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property

values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-002-001Your comment has been noted.  Dairyland Power Cooperative, one ofthe CapX2020 utilities, has requested financial assistance from USDARural Utilities Service (RUS), for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percentownership interest in the proposed Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kilovolt transmission line project. RUS has determined that its funding ofDairyland’s ownership interest is a federal action and therefore subject tothe National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of theNational Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency forboth NEPA and Section 106 review.

 Once published the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will beavailable at http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.   Comments onthe Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after itspublication.

 

N-002-002

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

 

N-002-003

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-002-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic

resources as well as wildlife and vegetation will be addressed in the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-002-005

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

Please refer to comment response N-002-001 regarding the RUS

involvement process.

 

N-002-006

Your comment has been noted.  Please refer to comment response N-

002-001 regarding the RUS involvement process.

 

N-002 CETF

Appendix I

Hampton–Rochester–La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Improvement Project Scoping Report

February 2010



N-002-007

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

Please refer to comment response N-002-001 regarding the RUS

involvement process.

 

 

N-002-008

Please refer to comment response N-002-001 regarding the RUS

involvement process. 
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N-002-009

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
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N-002-010

Please refer to comment response N-002-001 regarding the RUS

involvement process.

 

N-002-011

Please refer to comment response N-002-001 regarding the RUS

involvement process.

 

N-002-012

Please refer to comment response N-002-001 regarding the RUS

involvement process.

 

N-002-013

Please refer to comment response N-002-001 regarding the RUS

involvement process.

 

N-002-014

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-002-015

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-002-016

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-002-017

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife and any

necessary state or federal permits will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-002-018Your comment has been noted. RUS is the federal lead agency for thecompletion of and EIS to determined if it will fund Dairyland’s ownershipinterest in the proposed project. In addition to the information collectedfor the AES and MCS, RUS is gatheing information from the scopingprocess and other stakeholders to include in the EIS analysis.  

 

N-002-019

Your comment was recieved and has been noted.  The Draft

Environmental Impact Statement will describe, in detail, components and

facilities associated with the proposed project.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement  will be available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.
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N-002-020

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife, vegetation,

water and air quality, social and economic resources, and historic and

archeological resources affected by the transmission line will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-002-021

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to air quality as well

as cumulative impacts will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.

 

N-002-022

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to the aesthetic

quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line as well as

recreational resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.  Potential impacts to social and economic resources

will also be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-002-023

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife including

rare and/or regulated species, wetlands, and vegetation will all be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-002-024

Your comment has been noted.  Cumulative Impacts will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-002-025

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts from noise will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-002-026

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to agricultural

resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.

 

N-002-027

Your comment has been noted.  Interference with electrical equipment

caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual

landowners if the problem arises.

 

N-002-028

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property

values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-002-029

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and

livestock health and safety with regard to stray voltage will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-002-030

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human health and

safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-002-031

Your comment has been noted.  Dairyland Power Cooperative, one of

the CapX2020 utilities, has requested financial assistance from USDA

Rural Utilities Service (RUS), for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percent

ownership interest in the proposed Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345

kilovolt transmission line project. RUS has determined that its funding of

Dairyland’s ownership interest is a federal action and therefore subject to

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of the

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency for

both NEPA and Section 106 review.
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N-003-001Your comment has been noted.  Dairyland Power Cooperative, one ofthe CapX2020 utilities, has requested financial assistance from USDARural Utilities Service (RUS), for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percentownership interest in the proposed Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kilovolt transmission line project. RUS has determined that its funding ofDairyland’s ownership interest is a federal action and therefore subject tothe National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of theNational Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency, andwill coordinate with the appropriate federal, state, and local agencies, forboth NEPA and Section 106 review. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available at:http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on the DraftEnvironmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

 

N-003-002

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-003-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic

resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.

 

N-003-004

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wetlands will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-003-005

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to land use will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

 

N-003-006

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a timely

manner.  Project information is updated regularly on the project website,

www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

N-003-007

Your comment has been noted.  Dairyland Power Cooperative, one of

the CapX2020 utilities, has requested financial assistance from USDA

Rural Utilities Service (RUS), for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percent

ownership interest in the proposed Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345

kilovolt transmission line project. RUS has determined that its funding of

Dairyland’s ownership interest is a federal action and therefore subject to

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of the

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency for

both NEPA and Section 106 review.

 

N-003-008

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  These criteria and routing
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process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

 

N-003-009

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to the aesthetic

quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-003-010

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-003-011Your comment has been noted.  Dairyland Power Cooperative, one ofthe CapX2020 utilities, has requested financial assistance from USDARural Utilities Service (RUS), for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percentownership interest in the proposed Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kilovolt transmission line project. RUS has determined that its funding ofDairyland’s ownership interest is a federal action and therefore subject tothe National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of theNational Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency forboth NEPA and Section 106 review, and coordination with numerousfederal and state agencies including the Department of NaturalResources in both Minnesota and Wisconsin continues.

 

 

N-003-012

Your comment has been noted.  Impacts to historic and archeological

resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-004-001

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
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N-004-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and

livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-004-003

Your comment has been noted.  Cumulative Impacts will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-004-004

Your comment has been noted. Smart grid technologies are in their

development stage and are too new to offset the need for transmission

line development to meet customer electric needs.  The technologies

appear promising but have not been tested to a degree that would allow

development of an electric grid that depends on them.  Therefore, smart

grid technologies cannot offset the need for the CapX2020 transmission

lines or any other lines currently proposed.   

 

N-004-005

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-004-006

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property

values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-004-007

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to the aesthetic

quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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N-005-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will be available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.
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N-006-001

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  Alternatives

to the project will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.The justification document which has been accepted by the

RUS is the Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Alternatives to the project

will also be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement nd will be available on the

RUS website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments

on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

N-006-002

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property

values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

 

N-006-003

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife, vegetation,

and wetlands will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.

 

N-006-004

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
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