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Washinglon, DC 20250, Telephone:
(202) 401-0142. Email:
maureen.hiessel@wde.usda.gov.

VII. Other Information
A. Paperwork Reduction Act

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, the information
callection requirements associated with
renewable energy system and energy
efficiency improvements grants and
guaranteed loans, as covered in this
Notice, have been approved by the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) under OMB Contrel Number
0570-0030. The information collection
requirements asscciated with energy
audit and renewable energy
development assistance grants have also
been approved by OMB under OMB
Control Number 0570-0059.

B. Nondiscrimination Statement

The 1.S. Department of Agriculture
(1ISDA) prohibits discrimination against
its customers, employees, and
applicants for employment on the basis
of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, sex, gender identity, reprisal
and where applicable, political beliefs,
marital status, familial or parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, or all
or part of an individual’s income is
derived from any public assistance
program, or protected genetic
information in employment or in any
program aor activity conducted or funded
by the Department. (Not all prohibited
bases will apply to all programs and/or
employment activities.)

1t you wish to file a Civil Rights
program complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF),
found online at www.ascr.usda.gov/

complaint_filing_cust.htind, or complete
the form al any USDA ollice, or call
(866) 632-0802 to request the form. You
may also write a letter containing all of
the information requested in the form.
Send your completed complaint [orm or
letter to us by mail at U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Director, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue SW., Washinglon, DC 20250—
4410, by fax (202) 680-7442 or email at
program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of
hearing or have speech disabilities and
wish to file either an EEO or program
complaint, please contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in
Spanish).

Persons with disabilities, who wish to
file a program complaint, please see
information above on how ta contact us
directly by mail or by email. If you
require alternative means of
communication for program information
(e.g.. Braille. large print, audiotape, etc.)
please contact USDA’s TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

Dated: October 12, 2016.

Justin Hatmaker,

Acting Administrator, Rural Business-
Cooperalive Service.

|FR Doc. 2016-25163 Filed 10-17-16; B:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3410-XY-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Dairyland Power Cooperative: Notice
of Intent To Prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement and Hold Public
Scoping Meetings

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of Intenl to Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement and
Hold Public Scoping Meetings.

suMMARY: The Rural Ulilities Service
(RUS) inlends o prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and hold public scoping meetings in
connection with possible impacts
related to the Cardinal-ITickory Creek
Transmission Line Project proposed by
Dairyland Power Cooperative (DPC).
Other utilities participating in the
Projoct are American Transmission
Company LLC, by its corporate manager
ATC Management Inc. and 1TC Midwest
LLC:

The proposal consists of the
construction of a 345-kilovalt (kV)
transmission line and associated
infrastructure connecting the Hickory
Creek Substation in Dubuque County,
Iowa, with the Cardinal Substation in
the Town of Middleton, Wisconsin (near
Madison, Wisconsin). The Project also
includes a new intermediate 345/138-kV
substation near the Village of Montfort
in either Grant County or lowa County,
Wisconsin. The total length of the 345-
kV transmission lines associated with
the proposed project will be
approximately 125 miles. DPC and the
other project participants have
identified proposed and alternate
segments and locations for transmission
lines and associaled facilities and lor
the intermediate subslalion. Dairyland
Power Cooperalive is requesting RUS to
pravide financing for its portion of the
proposed project.

DATES: RUS will conduct four public
scoping meetings in an open-house
format at the following locations:

Date Location Time Yenue

October 31, 2016 ................ Peosta, lowa .................. [ 3:00-6:00 p.m .............. | Psosta Community Center, 7896 Burds Road, Psosta,
1A 53068,

November 1, 2016 ............... Cassville, Wisconsin .......... | 4:00-7:00 pm .............. | Cassville Middle School Cafeteria, 715 E. Amelia
Street, Cassville, W1 53806.

November 2, 2016 ............... | Dodgevills, Wisconsin ....... | 4:00=7:00 pm ................... | Dodgeville Middle School Cafsteria, 951 Chapsl St.,
Dodgeville, WI 53533.

November 3, 2016 ............... Middleton, Wisconsin ........ | 4:00-7:00 pm ... IMadison Mariott West, 1313 John Q Hammons Dr.,
Middleton, W1 53562,

ADDRESSES: To send comments ar for
further information, contact Dennis
Rankin, Environmental Protection
Specialist, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Rural Ulilities Service,
1400 Independence Avenue SW., Room
2244, Stop 1571, Washington, DC
20250-1371 Email: dennis.rankin@
wde.usda.gov Washington, DC 20250—
1571.

An Alternative Evaluation Study
(AES) and Macro Carridor Study (MCS).
prepared by Dairyland Power
Cooperative, will be presented at the
public scoping meetings. The reports are
available for public review at the RUS
address provided in this naotice and at
Dairyland Power Cooperative, 3251 Fast
Avenue, South, La Crosse, WI 54602. In
addition, the reports will be available at
RUS" Web site, Attp://www.rd usda.gov/

publications/environmental-studies/
impact-statements and at local libraries
in the project area.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Preliminary propesed transmission line
corridors, the siling area for the
intermediate substation, and the two
existing end-point substations have
been identified. The TIS will address
the construction, operation, and
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managemenlt ol the propused project,
which includes Lhe following: A new
345-kV terminal within the existing
Hickory Creek Substation in Dubuque
Counly, Towa; a new intermediate 345/
138-kV subslalion near Lthe Village ol
Montfort in either Grant or lowa County,
Wisconsin; a new 345-kV terminal
within the existing Cardinal Substation
in the Town of Middleton in Dane
County, Wisconsin; a new 45- to 63-mile
(depending on the final route) 345-kV
transmission line between the Hickory
Creek Subslation and the intermediate
substation; a new 45- to 60-mile
(depending on the final route) 345-kV
Lransmission line between the
intermediate substation and Lhe exisling
Cardinal Substation; a short, less than
one-mile, 69-kV line in lowa: facility
reinforcement needed in Towa and
Wisconsin; conslruction and
maintenance of access roads for all
proposed transmission lines and rebuild
of the Turkey River Substation in
Dubuque Counly, Towa with two 161/69
kV transformers, four 161-kV circuit
breakers, and three 68-kV circuit
breakers.

Total length of the transmission lines
for the proposed project will be
approximately 125 miles. The project
study area includes part or all of the
following counties in Towa: Clayton and
Dubuque. In Wisconsin, the project area
includes parts of the following counties:
Dane, Grant, lowa, and Lafayette.

Among the alternatives RUS will
address in the EIS is the No Action
alternative, under which the project
would nat be undertaken. In the EIS, the
effects of the proposed project will be
compared to the existing conditions in
the area affected. Alternative
transmission line corridors and the
intermediate substation location will be
refined as part of the EIS scoping
process and will be addressed in the
Draft EIS. RUS will carefully study
public health and safety. environmental
impacts, and engineering aspects of the
proposed project and all related
facilities.

The 1.S. Army Corps of Enginesrs
(USACE) and the [1.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) are participating in
the enviranmental review process as
cooperating agencies, with RUS as the
lead Federal agency.

RUS will use inpul provided by
governmenl agencies, private
organizations, and the public in the
preparation of the Draft EIS. The Draft
EIS will be available for review and
comment for 45 days. A Final FIS that
considers all comments received will
subsequently be prepared. The Final EIS
will be available for review and
comment for 30 days. 'ollowing the 30-

day comment period, RUS will prepare
a Record of Decision (ROD). Notices
announcing the availability of the Draft
FIS, the Final TIS, and the ROD will be
published in the Federal Register and in
local newspapers.

Any final action by RUS related to the
proposed project will be subject to, and
contingent upon, compliance with all
relevant federal, state, and local
environmenlal laws and regulations and
completion of the environmental review
requirements as prescribed in the RUS
Environmental Policies and Procedures
(7 CFR part 1970).

Dated: October 12, 2016.

Kellie Kubena,

Direclor. Engineering and Environmental
Staff, Rural Ulilities Service,

[I'R Doc. 2016-25132 liled 10-17-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Secutity

Discontinuance of Information
Collection 0694-0009: Triangular
Transactions “‘Stamp” Covered by a
U.S. Import Certificate

AGENCY: Burean of Industry and
Security, Commere,

ACTION: Nolice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continning
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, has disconlinued
Infarmation Collection 0694-0009,
“Triangular Transactions Covered by a
U.S. Import Certificate.” Although this
collection has been discontinued, the
Triangular Transactions “Stamp’ is still
valid and has been added to collection
0694—0017 as a supplemental
document.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to Mark Crace, BIS
ICB Liaison, (202)482—-8093 or
Mark.Crace@bis.doc.gov.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Lead, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2016-25125 Filed 10-17-16; 8:45 am)
BILLING CODE 3510-33-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-588-876, A-583-859, A-489-829]

Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar From
Japan, Taiwan and the Republic of
Turkey: Initiation of Less-Than-Fair-
Value Investigations

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

DATES: Effective October 11, 2016.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Emily Halle at (202) 482—0176 {Japan);
Jun Jack Zhao at (202) 482—-1396
(Taiwan); and Myrna Lobo at (202) 482—
2371 (Republic of Turkey), AD/CVD
Operations, Enforcement and
Compliance, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 14th Street and Conslilulion
Avenue NW., Washinglon, DC 20230.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The Petitions

On September 20, 2016, the
Department of Commerce (the
Department) received antidumping duty
(AD) petitions concerning imports of
steel concrete reinforcing bar (rebar)
from Japan, Taiwan, and the Republic of
Turkey (T'urkey), filed in proper form on
behalf of the Rebar Trade Acticn
Coalition and its individual members
(Petitioners).? The Petilions were
accompanied by a countervailing duty
(CVD) pelition on rebar from Turkey.?
Petitioners are domeslic producers of
rebar®

On September 23 and 30, 2016. the
Department requested additional
information and clarification of certain
areas of the Petitions.* Petitioners filed

* See Pelition for the Imposition of Antidumping
and Countervailing Duties: Steel Concrete
Reinforcing Bar from Japan, Taiwan, and the
Republic of Turkey, dated September 20, 2016 (the
Palitions). The individual members of the Rebar
Trade Action Coalition are Bayou Steel Group, Byer
Steel Group, Inc., Cornmercial Melal: Company,
Gerdau Ameristeel 11,5, Ine., Nucor Corporation,
and Steel Dynamics, Inc,

=ld.

&See Volume | of the Petitions, at 2 and Exhibits
-1

4 See Letter from the Department to Petitioners
entitled “Petitions for the Imposition of
Antichimping Duties on Tmports of Steel Concrete
Reinforcing Bar from Japan, Taiwan, and the
Republic of Turkey and Countervailing Duties on
Imports of Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar from the
Republic of Turkey: Supplemental Questions,”
daled Septeanber 22, 2016 (General Lisues
Supplemental Questionnaire); see aleo Letter from
the Department to Petitioners entitled *Patition for
the Imposition of Antidumping Dutics on Imports
of Stesl Concrete Reinforcing Bar from Japan:
Supplemental Questions,” dated September 23,
2016 (Japan Suppl tal Questi ire): z6e alco
Letter from the Department to Petitioners entitled

Continuac,
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Tuesday, November 22, 2016

This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
nilings, delegations of authonity, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utllities Service

Dairyland Power Cooperative: Notice
of Intent To Prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement and Hold Additional
Public Scoping Meetings

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
Environmental lmpact Statement and

hold additional public scoping
meetings.

SUMMARY: The Rural Ulilities Service
(RUS) intends Lo prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and hold additional public scoping
meetings in connection with possible
impacts related to the Cardinal-Hickory
Creek Transmission Line Project
proposed by Dairyland Power
Cooperative (DPC). Other utilities
participating in the Project are
American Transmission Company LLC,
by its corporate manager ATC
Management Inc. and ITC Midwest I.LC.
The proposal consists of the
construction of a 343-kilovolt (kV)
transmission line and associated
infrastructure connecting the Hickory
Creck Substation in Dubuque County,
Towa, with the Cardinal Substation in

the Town of Middleton, Wisconsin (near
Madison, Wisconsin). The Project also
includes a new intermediate 345/138-kV
substation near the Village of Montfort
in either Grant County or Towa County,
Wisconsin. The total length of the 345-
kV transmission lines associated with
the proposed project will be
approximately 125 miles. DPC and the
other project participants have
identilied proposed and alternate
segments and locations for transmission
lines and associated facilities and for
the intermediate substation. Dairyland
Power Cooperative is requesting RUS to
provide financing for its pertion of the
proposed project.

DATES: RUS will conduct two public
scoping meetings in an open-house
format al the following locations:

Date Location

Time

Yenue

December 6, 2016 ... Peosta, lowa ..

December 7, 2016

Bameveld, Wisconsin ........

4:00-7:00 pm ..

4:00-7:00 p.M oooooooeoee

Peosta Community Center, 7896 Burds Road, Peosta,
1A 53068,

Deer Valley Lodge, 401 West
Bameveld, W| 53507.

Industrial Drive,

The additional mestings are being
held to give the public mors
oppertunities to review the project and
provide comments.

ADDRESSES: Tu send comments or for
further information, conlact Dennis
Rankin. Environmental Protection
Specialist, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service.
1400 Independence Avenue SW., Room
2244, Stop 1571, Washington, DC
20250-157 1 Tmail: dennis.rankin@
wdc.usda.gov Washington, DC 20250-
1571. The public comment period for
the proposed project will extend
through January 6, 2017.

An Alternative Evaluation Study
(AES) and Macro Corridor Study (MCS]),
prepared by Dairyland Power
Cooperative, will be presented at the
public scoping mestings. The reports are
available for public review at the RUS
address provided in this notice and at
Dairyland Power Cooperative, 3251 Hast
Avenue South, La Crosse, W1 54602. In
addition, the reports will he available at
RUS” Web site, http://www.rd.usda.gov/
publications/environmental-studies/
impact-statements and at local libraries
in the project area.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Preliminary propesed transmission line
corridors, the siting area for the
intermediate substation, and the two
existing end-point substations have
been identified. The EIS will address
the construction, operation, and
management of the proposed project,
which includes the following: A new
345-kV terminal within the existing
Hickory Creek Substation in Dubuque
County, lowa; a new intermediate 345/
138-kV suhstation near the Village of
Montfort in either Grant or lowa County,
Wisconsin; a new 345 kV terminal
within the existing Cardinal Substation
in the Town of Middleton in Dane
County, Wisconsin; a new 45- to 65-mile
(depending on the final route) 345-kV
transmission line between Lthe Hickory
Creek Substlalion and Lhe inlermediale
substation; a new 45- Lo 60-mile
{depending on the final route) 345-kV
transmission line between the
intermediate substation and the existing
Cardinal Substation; a short, less than
one-mile, 63-kV line in lawa: facility
reinforcement needed in lowa and
Wisconsin; construction and
maintenance of access roads for all
proposed transmission lines and rebuild

of the Turkey River Substation in
Dubnque County, lowa with two 161/69
kV transformers, four 161-kV circuit
breakers, and three 69-kV circuit
breakers.

‘Total length of the transmission lines
for the proposed project will be
approximately 125 miles. The project
study area includes part or all of the
[ollowing counlies in Towa: Clayton and
Dubuque. In Wisconsin, the project arca
includes parts of the following counties:
Dane, Crant, lowa, and Lafayette.

Among the alternatives RUS will
address in the IIS is the No Action
alternative, under which the project
would not be undertaken. In the EIS, the
effects of the proposed project will be
compared to the existing conditions in
the area affected. Alternative
transmission line corridors and the
intermediate substation location will be
relined as part of the TIS scoping
process and will be addressed in the
Dralt EIS. RUS will carefully study
public health and safety, environmental
impacts, and engineering aspects of the
propased project and all related
facilities.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) and the U.S. I'ish and Wildlife
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Service (USFWS) are participaling in
the environmental review process as
cooperaling agencies, with RUS as the
lead Federal agency.

RUS will use inpul provided by
governmenl agencies, private
organizations, and the public in the
preparation of the Draft EIS. The Draft
EIS will be available for review and
comment for 45 days. A Final EIS that
considers all comments received will
subsequently be prepared. The Final EIS
will be available [or review and
comment for 30 days. Following the 30-
day comment period, RUS will prepare
a Record of Decision (ROD). Notices
announcing the availahility of the Draft
FIS, the Final EIS, and the ROD will be
published in the Federal Register and in
local newspapers.

Any final action by RUS related to the
propased project will be subject to, and
cantingent upon, compliance with all
relevant federal, state, and local
environmental laws and regulations and
completion of the environmental review
requirements as prescribed in the RUS
Envircnmental Pclicies and Procedures
(7 CFR part 1870).

Dated: November 15, 2016.

Kellie Kubena,

Director, Engineering and Environmental
Staff, Rural Utilities Service.

FR Doc. 2016 27988 Filed 11 21 16; 8:45 am]
BILUNG CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board
[B-79-2016]

Forelgn-Trade Zone (FTZ) 38—
Spartanburg County, South Carolina;
Notification of Proposed Production
Activity; ZF Transmissions Gray Court,
LLC; (Automatic Transmission and
Powertrain Subassemblies and Parts,
Transmission Shafts and Cranks);
Gray Court, South Carolina

ZF Transmissions Gray Court, LLC
(ZF Transmissions) submitled a
nolilication of proposed produclion
activity to the 'I'Z Board for its
facilities in Gray Court, South Carolina
within FTZ 38. The notification
conforming to the requirements of the
regulatinns of the FTZ Board (15 CFR
400.22) was received on November 10,
2016.

ZF Transmissions already has
authority to praoduce automatic
transmissions for motar vehicles within
Sites 20 and 25 of FTZ 38. The current
request would add finished products
and foreign status materials/components
to the scope of authority. Pursuant to 15

CFR 400.14(b), additional FTZ authority
would be limited to the specilic oreign-
status materials/components and
specific finished products described in
the submitted notilication (as described
below) and subsequently authorized by
the F'I'Z Board.

Production under ["I'Z procedures
could exempt ZF Transmissions from
customs duty payments on the foreign-
status materials/components used in
export production. On its domestic
sales, ZF Transmissions would be able
to choose the duty rates during customs
entry procedures that apply to
automatic transmissions and powertrain
subassemblies and parts, transmission
shafts and cranks (duty rate ranges from
free to 2.5%) for the foreign-status
materials/components noted below and
in the existing scope of anthority.
Customs duties also could possibly he
deferred or reduced on foreign-status
praduction equipment.

The materials/components sourced
from abroad include: Adhesive labels;
stecl chains: steel torx screws; steel
hexagon screws; steel hexalobular
driving screws: steel hexalobular and
hexalobular screws; snap rings: studs:
split rings; wire rings; supporting rings;
retaining clamps; cylindrical pins;
retaining rings; USIT rings: stop rings;
pole rings; U-rings: crescent rings;
damper rings; slot pins; grooved pins;
splash rings; support rings; pressure
pins: differential shafts; plugs: retaining
clips: detent disks; cable terminals;
sockets; retaining rings; circlips: balls;
clips; closing caps; shackles; oil coolers;
tapered-toller bearings: roller bearings;
axial needle bearings; needle cages:
needle sleeves; combination bearings;
necdle bearings; axial bearings; axial
plain hearings; plain bearings: metal
gaskets; metal pressure seals; metal
gaskets; front axle shafts; axle drives;
stator shafts; input shafts; output shafts;
differential and bearing brackets;
differential covers; silencers; gear shift
systems; guide discs; rear axle outputs;
spur gears and differentials; spur gear
drives and differentials; differential
cases; holding fixtures; frames; frant
axle outputs; and. front axle
differentials (duty rate ranges from free
to 8.5%).

Public comment is invited [rom
interested partics. Submissions shall be
addressed to the Board’s Executive
Secretary at the address below. The
cloging period for their receipt is
January 3, 2017.

A copy of the notification will be
available for public inspection at the
Office of the Executive Secretary,
Foreign-Trade Zones Board, Room
21013, U.S, Department of Commerce,
1401 Constitution Avenue NW.,

Washington, DC 20230-0002, and in the
“Reading Room” section ol the Board’s
Web sile, which is accessible via
www.frade.gov/ftz.

For further information, contact
Christopher Kemp at
Christopher.Kemp@trade.gov or (202)
482-0862.

Dated: November 16, 2016.

Andrew McGilvray,

Executive Secrefary.

[FR Doc. 2016-28111 Filed 11-21-16; 8:45 arm]
BILLING GODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board
[S-162-2016]

Foreign-Trade Zone 163—Ponce,
Puerto Rico, Application for Subzone,
Best Petroleum Corporation, Toa Baja,
Puerto Rico

An application has been submitted to
the Foreign-Trade Zones Board (the
Board) by CODEZOL, C.D., grantee of
F'I'Z 163, requesting subzone status for
the facility of Best Petroleum
Corporation, located in I'oa Baja. Puerta
Rico. The application was submitted
pursuant to the provisions of the
Foreign-Trade Zones Act, as amended
(19 U.S.C. 81a—81u), and the regulations
of the Board (15 CFR part 400). It was
formally docketed on November 15,
2016.

The proposed subzane (5 acres) is
located at Road #2, KM. 20.5. BO.
Candelaria Arenas, Toa Baja. The
proposed subzone would be subject ta
the existing activation limit of FTZ 163.
No authorization for production activity
has been requested at this time.

In accordance with the Board's
regulations, Camille Fivans of the FTZ
Staff is designated examiner to review
the application and make
recommendations to the [xecutive
Secretary,

Public comment is invited from
interested parties. Submissions shall be
addressed to the Beard's Executive
Secretary at the address below. The
closing period lor their receipl is
January 3, 2017. Rebutlal comments in
response lo malerial submilted during
the foregoing period may be submitted
during the subsequent 15-day period to
January 17, 2017.

A copy of the application will be
available for public inspection at the
Office of the Executive Secretary,
Foreign-Trade Zones Board, Room
21013, U.S. Department of Commerce,
1401 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230-0002, and in the
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Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project

el

Cevelooment

USDA
Public Scoping Meetings =D

The Rural Utilities Service [RUS), an agency within the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), intends to
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. The
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project is a proposed 345-kilovolt transmission line from the existing
Cardinal Substation in Dane County, Wisconsin, to the Hickory Creek Substation in Dubugue County, lowa (see
attached magp), A new substation is also planned in the area of Montfort, Wisconsin, Depending on the route
alternative selected, the project will be 90 to 135 miles long,

American Transmission Company (ATC), ITC Midwest LLC (ITC), and Dairyland Power Cooperative (Dairyland)
{collectively referred to here as the "Utilities”) are jointly developing the project. Dairdand intends to ask the
RUS for financial assistance to fund its ownership interestin the transmission line portion of the project. Prior
to making a decision about whether to make loan funds available, guarantee a loan, or award a grant for a
proposed project, the RUS is required to conduct an environmental review under the National Environmental
Palicy Act {NEPA). The RUS NEPA process includes the development of an EIS that will consider and disclose a
broad range of potential environmental issues, Two federal agencies, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, have been invited to participate as cooperating agencies in the federal review
process.

The NEPA public scoping process serves multiple goals for the proposed project, including:
* Soliciting public comments

* Discovering alternatives to a proposed action (preferred route)

* |dentifying potential significant issues

¢ Eliminating insignificant issues

* Communicating information

* Consulting with agencies and arganizations

There are three ways to provide comments during the scoping period:
1. Complete a comment form (attached)
2. Email written comments to: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekElS.us
3. Mail comments to: SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Drive
Suite 207
Bridgeville, PA 15017

Public comments become part of the project’s official administrative record, The public will have more
oppaortunities to provide comments after the Draft IS is released for public review, and again after the Final FIS
is released for review. Track EIS development, download comment forms, and access all public documentation
at the RUS website: http//‘www.rd.usda.gov/publications/environmental-studies fimpact-statements/cardinal-

%E£22680%93 hickory greck-Wransmission-line and http://www.cardinal-hickorvereck.com/.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q Why is this transmission line needed?

A Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc., the regional electric transmission organization,
proposed and approved the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Project as part of a portfolio of 17 transmission line
projects that were identified as "Multi-Value Projects” for delivering multiple benefits to electric
consumers across the Midwest region. Specifically, the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Project will improve
alactric system reliability, provide economic benefits to utllities and electric consumers, and expand the
electric infrastructure to support public policy for greater use of renewable energy.

Q. What is the anticipated timeline for this project?
A
Public scoping period October 2016—January 6, 2017
NEPA compliance [development of EIS) 2016-2018
Plan to file applications with state regulators 2018-2018
Anticipated decision from state regulators on applications | 2019-2020
Planned project in service 2023

Q.  Which resource issues have been identified so far?

A The transmission line could potentially cross the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife Refuge. The
project may also have visual impacts to historic trails administered by the National Park Service. High value
habhitat for federally listed species protected under the Endangered Species Act may be affected. The
project may also have visual impacts to viewers from the Wisconsin Scenic Byway. Finally, there is strong
stakeholderinterest in areas where the transmission line would be in proximity to communities.

What will this project look like? How tall will the poles be?

Typically, transmission line structures for this voltage are 100 to 150 feet tall, but the final design of the
line will depend on many factors, In addition, the Utilities will consider opportunities to combine this line
with other transmission lines in the area, collocating existing lines and the new Cardinal-Hickory Creek
Project on new structures, which will also impact the final appearance of the line, Typical right-of-way
width requested in Wisconsin will be approximately 150 feet. In lowa, the typical width of the right-of-
way will be approximately 200 feet.

L

Q. What is the route for the news transmission line?

A, A route for the new transmission line has not been determined. Based on analysis and discussions with
stakeholder groups, the Utilities have identified twio preliminary major corridors with several potential
subroute variations (see attached map), These cornidors were developed based on analyses of a number
of factors, including the location identified for a Mississippi River crossing, In Wisconsin, routing criteria
under state law requires giving priority to using existing corridors, such as existing transmission lines,
highways, roads, railroads, etc. In lowa, state law requires new transmission lines to be routed along
roads, active rallroads, and along division lines of land where practical and reasonable. These corridors
will be reviewed through the state regulatory routing process and the federal NEPA process.
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Are these corridors final, or are they subject to change? What would cause them to change?

These are the corridors currently under study based on the analyses that have been completed so farand
input received through public outreach in Wisconsin and lowa. The final proposed routes {lowa considers
asingle proposed route, Wisconsin requires two proposed routes) will come through further analyses and
review through the state regulatory routing processes and the federal NEPA process.

Where wiill this project cross the Mississippi River?

The Utilities and the RUS are working with multiple agencies and jurisdictions, including the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, to determine the optimum location and obtain
the necessary approvals and permits for the Mississippi River crossing. Based on those conversations and
extensive analyses, the Utilities have identified locations near Cassville, Wisconsin, as the most suitable
locations for crossing the river. The Utilities have found these locations, which include existing
transmission corridors, to offer the least potential social, environmental, and engineering impacts.

What is the approval process for Wisconsin?

Once ATC, ITC, and Dairyland submit an application in Wisconsin, the Public Service Commission of
Wisconsin (PSCW) will review the project application to determine if there is enough information to begin
the regulatory review process and then, once the application is determined to be complete, notify the
publicabout the project and hold scoping meetings to provide the public an opportunity to talk with PSCW
staff and learn about the PSCW’s review process; createan EIS {i.e., a detailed analysis with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources of how the project might affect the human and natural environments);
and hold technical and public hearings for the project. Once the application is determined to be complete
by the PSCW, the agency will make its determination on whether to grant a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Need for the project within a year, as required by state statute.

What is the approval process in lowa?

After a public informational meeting is held in each county where the project is proposed, ITC and
Dairyland will file a petition(s) for a franchise with the lowa Utilities Board (IUB) for any portion of the
transmission line located outside municipal boundaries. A franchise petition must be submitted for each
county traversed by the proposed transmission line. Following receipt of the petition, the IUB will review
it for any errors or omissions. After the petition is deemed complete, there are two paths for the franchise
proceeding. If no objections are filed and the petition does not request the power of eminent domain,
then a notice will be published in a newspaper in each county and the |UB may grant a franchise without
holding a hearing. If objections to the petition are filed or if the applicants request eminent domain
authority, a hearing will be held before the IUB. Following the hearing, the IUB may grant or deny the
franchise in whole or in part.
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Public Scoping Period Comment Card
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service

You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel free to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer. you can submit comments via email to:

commentsi@Cardinall ickoryCreekEIS us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017,

Comments:
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Postage
Required

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Dr.

Suite 207

Bridgeville, PA 15017

TO MAIL BACK, FOLD HERE AND TAPE BELOW (NO STAPLES PLEASE)

To help us keep our mailing list accurate and up-to-date, please check the boxes below that apply to your wishes.
Thank you for your assistance.

[ Please add my name to the mailing list.
[[] Please withhold my name and/or address from the public record (see disclaimer below).
[ 1 prefer to be updated by email.

Name:

Organization (if any):

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Email address:

Please nore: Before including your address, telephone number. clectronic mail address, or other personal identifying information in your
comments, you should be aware that your entire comment (including your personal identifying information) may be made publicly available at
anytime. Although yon can ask us in your comments to withhald your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee
that we will be able to do so.




Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report - Volume |l

WELCOME
Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Public Meeting

USDA mania

— T

Development

Committed to the future of rural communities.

Sponsored by:

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Rural Utilities Service (RUS)
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Cardinal-Hickory Creek 354-kV Transmission Line Project
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
Public Scoping Meetings

Scoping Period: The scoping period
will close on January 6, 2017. A
series of public meetings is being
held throughout the project area to
provide you with information and
solicit your comments and input.

Draft EIS Public Comment Period:
After the Draft EIS is published, you
will have a 45-day opportunity to
provide comments and input again.

Final EIS Comment Period: After
the Final EIS is released, you have a
30-day opportunity to comment on
the selected alternative.

For more information contact:
Dennis Rankin, Project Manager
USDA, Rural Utilities Service
Phone: (202) 720-1953

Email: dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov

USDA -.&1_

a—

Development

Committed to the future of rural communities.

The NEPA Process

Notice of Intent Published
In the Federal Register

Public Scoping Period
(current step)

Formulation of Alternatives

«

&

Preparation of the
Draft EIS

&

Notice of Availability
of the Draft EIS (Fall 2017)

45-day Draft EIS
Public Comment Period

Preparation of the
Final EIS

e

&

-

Notice of Availability
of the Final EIS (Summer 2018)

30-day Final EIS
Public Comment Period

Record of Decision ’

Ll Fha

Published

&

RUS review of financial and engineering
processes can proceed.
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Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
How to Participate

Public involvement is an essential part of the process. With public
involvement and environmental analysis, the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) process will support the USDA RUS and other federal
agencies in making informed decisions.

Three Ways to Provide Comments
1. Submit written comments at the meeting, using comment forms

2. Email your comments to: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us

3. Mail your written comments to:

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Drive
Suite 207
Bridgeville, PA 15017

USDA maxle

— T

Development

Committed to the future of rural communities.
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Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
Preliminary Resource Issues

The RUS and other federal agencies will prepare an EIS to comply
with NEPA. The EIS will evaluate the project’s potential effects on
environmental resources, such as:

+ Geology and Soils « Air Quality

* Vegetation * Noise

» Wetlands * Land Use

+ Wildlife « Farmland

» Special Status Species * Transportation

+ Surface Water and Groundwater + Socioeconomics

» Cultural and Historic Resources » Environmental Justice
* Floodplains * Visual Resources

» Paleontology » Health and Safety

At this time, specific resource issues identified for the proposed
project include:

« Crossing the Upper Mississippi River National
Wildlife Refuge

* Diverse Land Uses

USDA manls

» Visual Resources — Rural —

Development

Committed to the future of rural communities.
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I Public Hearing

Once a franchise petition is filed, lowa law requires that
the public hearing be held on the proposed electric
transmission line if abjections to the franchise petition
are on file or if the party filing the franchise petition
requests the right of eminent domain. If the line length
exceeds one mile, the hearing must be held in the
county seat of the county located at the midpoint of the
proposed transmission line.

Any person whose interests may be affected by the
project may file an objection with the IUB using its
Electronic Filing System (EFS), efs.iowa.gov. Persons
without Internet access may mail objections addressed
to the lowa Utilities Board, 1375 E. Court Avenue,
Room 69, Des Moines, lowa 50319. A form that may
be used for filing an objection is available on the IUB
web site at iub.iowa.gov. Persons filing objections
should include their full name and mailing address,
e-mail address if available, and indicate the |UB docket
number in their correspondence. E-mail objections
other than filings in EFS cannot be accepted.

The franchise hearing is a formal, evidentiary process
governed by lowa law and IUB rules. Itis similar to a
trial held by a judge in district court, although there is no
jury. A franchise hearing may be conducted by a Board-
appointed administrative law judge or by the Board.

All testimony must be taken under oath, so witnesses
are sworn in prior to testifying. The Office of Consumer
Advocate (OCA) is a party that represents the public
interest in all IUB hearings. The OCA does not represent
any individual customer or member of the public.

Decision Process

After a public hearing, all evidence presented in a case
is reviewed. If the case is assigned to an administrative
law judge (ALJ), the ALJ hearing the case will issue a
proposed decision order. If parties wish to appeal a
proposed decision to the Board, they must file a notice
of appeal with the IUB within a specified time after the
proposed decision is issued, typically 15 days.

The Board has the authority to review a proposed
decision even if no one appeals it. If there is no appeal
and the Board does not review it, a proposed decision
typically becomes the final decision of the Board 16
days after it was issued. If there is an appeal or the
Board decides to review a proposed decision, the
Board will issue a procedural order that tells the parties
how the appeal will be handled. The Board itself would
issue a final decision and order in such a case.

When the Board has decided the case, any party to the
proceeding may file for rehearing within 20 days. Upon
issuance of a final decision on rehearing, any party may
appeal to lowa District Court within 30 days.

lowa Ultilities Board
515.725.7321
Toll-free: 877.565.4450
Email: customer@iub.iowa.gov
Website: iub.iowa.gov
1375 East Court Avenue, Room 69
Des Moines, lowa 50319-0069
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lowa Ultilities Board

[EA Transmission Line Franchises

lowa law provides the lowa Utilities Board (IUB) the
authority to grant or deny the franchise requests of
parties seeking to construct, maintain, and operate
electric transmission lines outside of cities in lowa. The
IUB must consider granting a franchise in each county
where a party proposes transmission lines. The IUB
does not have siting authority regarding transmission
lines that run inside of city limits. A transmission line

is defined as an electric line capable of operating at
69,000 volts or more.

lowa law states that the IUB may grant franchises in
whole or in part upon such terms, conditions, and
restrictions as are just and proper, and with such
modifications as to line location and route as are just
and proper.

To obtain a franchise, the applicant must show that
the proposed transmission line is necessary to serve
a public use. The applicant must also show that the
proposed line is reasonably related to an overall plan
of transmitting electricity in the public interest and
will conform to established construction and safety
requirements. lowa Code chapter 478 and |UB rules
at 199 lowa Administrative Code chapters 11 and 25
govern electric transmission line cases in lowa. Links
to the lowa Code and the IUB rules are available on the
IUB Web site, iub.iowa.gov.

Informational Meetings

The party proposing to petition for a franchise is required
to hold a public informational meeting not less than 30
days before a franchise petition can be filed with the IUB.
A meeting must be held in each lowa county through
which a proposed line would be constructed. Notice of
a public informational meeting must be provided at least
30 days in advance to each landowner with property
that may be affected by the project. Affected landowner
determinations are based on county real estate
assessment records.

Representatives of the party proposing to petition for a
franchise and the IUB, will be present at the informational
meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to explain

to landowners the franchise process, rights of the
landowners, the scope of the proposed project, and to
provide an opportunity for landowners to ask questions.
No formal record is made of informational meetings

and no formal public comments are received at these
meetings.

The party that proposes a project may not begin
contacting landowners to secure easements until an
informational meeting has been held in the county.

An informational meeting is not required for short
transmission lines that would affect less than one mile
of private property rights. When a petition for franchise
is filed with the |UB, and deemed to be substantially
complete, a notice of filing will be published two times
in a newspaper of general circulation in each affected
county. The deadline for filing objections is 20 days after
the second notice-of-filing publication.

= Right-of-Way Acquisition

A party must obtain the necessary rights, called
easements, from the landowner(s) to locate an electric
line on private property. An easement is the legal
document for providing such rights. It may be voluntary
or it may be obtained through the use of eminent domain.
Generally speaking, an easement provides an acquired
privilege for use of the property. The landowner retains
ownership, and use of the easement area is restricted by
conditions set forth in the easement or by law.

Right-of-way negotiations are strictly between
landowners and the party seeking the electric franchise.
Landowners should carefully read the sasement
agreement provided to be fully aware of the rights the
proposing party seeks from them.

The landowner has the right to negotiate terms of the
easement. If a landowner signs a voluntary easement, the
landowner has a limited time to cancel the agreement.
This is a one-time cancellation right that must be sent by
certified mail to the party’s principal place of business
and be recelved within seven business days of the date
the agreement was signed.

Typically, the party will secure as many voluntary
easements as possible before filing a formal franchise
petition with the IUB. if the party proposing a project has
been unable to secure all voluntary easements, it may
petition the IUB for the right of eminent domain.

The |UB has the authority to grant eminent domain to
the extent it is necessary for the public use, which the
applicant party has the burden to prove.

A county compensation commission in each affected
county, not the IUB, determines the matter of just
compensation for property rights taken by eminent

domain.
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PI.!BLIc_SERVICE (EOMMISSION
Application Review Process

ERVICE Coy
5 %

O,

Applicant’s Public Information Meetings
Public information meetings organized and

sponsored by the applicant to obtain public input prior

to submitting a project application.

Application Submission

An application is submitted to the PSCW
and reviewed for completeness, Copies of
the application are distributed to all city,
town, and village clerks in the project area,
and to the public libraries in the affected
counties.

Get Involved

g

PSCW Public Notification Letter
Letter notifies property owners, government officials,

libraries, media, and other interested individuals that the

review process is beginning.

¢ Read the Notification
¢ Aitend Meetings

PSCW Scoping Sessions in the Project Area
Attend any PSCW sessions held to obtain public input

regarding the project and its environmental impacts.

¢ Verify That You Are
On the PSCW and the
Applicant’s Mailing Lists
¢ Review the Application
® Ask Questions of the

Draft Envir tal Impact
Statement (EIS) Prepared

Request a copy of the draft EIS or
review it at local clerks' offices, public
libraries, or from the PSCW website.

PSCW,
the Applicant,
and the DNR

Draft EIS Comment Period

Comment on the draft EIS during the 45-day
comment period.

® Submit Comments

® Testify at the Hearin

Final EIS Prepared

The PSCW completes a final EIS
considering public comments and
additional analyses. Request a copy
or examine it at local clerks' offices.
public libraries, or from the
PSCW website.

Public Hearings

A public hearing s held in the project area.

Participate and give on-line, oral, or written testimony.

The testimony presented becomes part of the record
used by the Commission in making its decision.

Cardirmal-1lhickory Creel Dockel Number:
5-CE-146

Find Information

® Onthe PSCW
web site
hitp://psc wigov

® |n PSCW Letters

® At Applicant and
PSCW Public
Meetings

® At Local Libraries

® At Local Govemment
and Clerks’ Offices

® Within the

Environmental Impact
Statement

Technical Hearings
PSCW staff and other parties provide testimony and
exhibits. The final EIS is submitted. The testimony
presented becomes part of the record used by the
Commission in making its decision.

Public Service Commission
Decision
The Commission makes a final
decision to approve, modify, or deny
the project. Commission meetings are
open to the public for observation.

Public Service Commission
Issues an Order*
The Commission’s decision is described
in awritten order to the applicant.

The applicant must obtain federal and state permits prior to beginning construction of any
project approved by the Commission.

PITRT T

T EFRVICE CORMISRTON of

CNSTN - May 12,2013
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Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
Public Scoping Meeting
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STATE OF IOWA {SS:
DUBUQUE COUNTY

CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION

i illi icati ., an fowa corporation, publisher
I, Suzanne Pike, a Billing Clerk for Woodward Commumcatlons_, Inc , an ‘
of the Telegraph Herald,a newspaper of general circulation published in the Cl?y of I?ubu_que, County
of Dubuque and State of Iowa; hereby certify that the attached notice was pL.lbhshed in salc! newspaper
on the following dates: November 17, 24 & December 01, 2016, and for which the charge is $28.73.

Sop 0

Subscribed to before me, a Notary Public in and for Dubuque County, lowa,

this &%y  dayof ﬂum:uﬁ-tﬁ 220 g .

Notary Public in and for Dubuque County, lowa.

Notice

#-7%7' Utilities
Service to Host

Additional Public

Meetings for
Proposed Cardinal-
Hickory Creek
Transmission Line

The.

ent.

of Agriculture  Rural
Utilities Service (RUS)
will host open house
meetings from 4-7pm
on December 6, 2016 in
Peosta, lowa and on
December 7, 2016 in
Barneveld, Wisconsin
to solicit public com-
ments for the proposed
Cardinal-Hickory Creek
345-kV electric trans-
mission line that would
extend about 125
miles, connecting Dane
County, Wisconsin, and
Dubugue County, lowa.
The RUS Is hasting the
meeting as part of the
federal review process
required by the
National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA),

The open house will
Introduce  the NEPA
process and solicit
feedback from the
public that will be used
to prepare the Environ-
mental Impact State-
ment to be written for
the proposed project.
The meeting will be
held at the Community
Center in Peosta, IA at
7896 Burds Road and
the Deer Valley Lodge
in Barneveld, W at 401
West Industrial Drive.
RUS will be taking
public scoping com-
ments for the project
through January 6,
2017. More information
is available at: http://
www.rd.usda.gov/publ
ications/environmental-
studias/impact-state

ments.
2t11/17, 12/1
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STATE OF IOWA {SS:
DUBUQUE COUNTY T g

CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION

I, Suzanne Pike, a Billing Clerk for Woodward Communications, Inc., an lowa corporation, publisher
of the Telegraph Herald,a newspaper of general circulation published in the City of Dubuque, County
of Dubuque and State of Iowa; hereby certify that the attached notice was published in said newspaper
on the following dates: October 12, 2016, and for which the charge is $18.92.

S P

Subscribed to before me, a Notary Public in and for Dubuque County, lowa,
this /47 dayof@ﬁz“Q o/ Vi S

otary Public in and for Dubuque County, lowa.

Notice
T

Cardinal-
" ckon Ceel”

g%agﬁ

Act (NEPA).
The open houses will
introduce the NEPA
sl Teeinack
715 E. Amelia Street.
from the public that Nov. 2 at 4-7pm -
will be used to inform  Middle
the Environmental Dog‘evme, Wisconsin
I 10 at9s) Chapel
popoedptoect - wanit® “hea™ n
public ing Wi
will m at 1313 mmc')"

ings will
in the following loca-  Hammons Drive.
X contact Dennis

Middle  School
Cassville, Wisconsin at

Please
z&nkﬂnitm-mlm
dennis.rankin@wdc.
usda.gov, to request
at the wﬂlé

110/12

B-51



Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report — Volume |

STATE OF IOWA {SS:
DUBUQUE COUNTY

CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION

I, Suzanne Pike, a Billing Clerk for Woodward Communications, Inc., an lowa corporation, publisher

of the Telegraph Herald,a newspaper of general circulation published in the City of Dubuque, County

of Dubuque and State of lowa; hereby certify that the attached notice was published in said newspaper
on the following dates: October 19, 2016, and for which the charge is $18.92.

z :)_ E/Y

Pubile Meetings
Hickory Creek
Transmission Line
. e The U.S. Department of
Subscribed to before me, a Notary Public in and for Dubuque County, lowa, Agriculture Rural Utill:

) wil
this #5544 day of @,ﬂ“g w20 L. E:i’:p’z'n“.fa"‘fu%;m

oubs
otary Public in and for Dubuque County, lowa. g g e

Act (NEPA).
The open housai wilAI

8
B

~ o . y Impact Statement to

52 Fiad = S | be wrigen $ eg the

- proposed project..
The public’ scom\ﬁ

meeﬂnogu will bé held

in the following loca-

tions:

Oct. 31 at 3-6pm-
Community Center in
Peosta, lowa at 7896
Burds Road.

Nov. 1 at A-Tpm—
Middle  School In
Cassville, Wisconsin at
TISE An;elin S:r‘.e,et.

Nov. 2 at 4-Tpm -

School  in

18 10/1
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PUBLIC NOTICE Lss

RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE TO HOST ADDITIONAL PUBLIC MEETINGS
FOR PROPOSED CARDINAL-HICKORY CREEK TRANSMISSION LINE

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Sarvice The purpose of the public scoping mestings is to

{AUS) will hest public scoping mestings on December introduce the NEPA process and sohat foodback
Band 7 to salicit public commente for the propesed from the pubilic that will be used to prepars the
Cardinal-Hickory Crask 345-kV eleciric ission line Ly Inpact Lo b werillen for
thiat would extend abeut 126 miles, cennecting Dane Thes propiosed propecl, Preuons meshings viers:

County, Wisconsin, and Dubuque County, lowa. Counties held on Ot 31 Nov. & RUS will be taking public
nthe proposed project ares are Dane, Grant, lowa, and comment on the proposed project through
Lafayette Counties in Wisconsin and Clayton and Dubuque  January 6, 2017,

Counties in lowa.

MEETING LOCATIONS AND TIMES
Date: Dacember 8, 2016 Time: 4-7 p.m.
Leocation: Pecsta Community Center

The RUS is hosting the mesting as part of the faderal
erwiran-mental review process reguired by the Naticnal
Envirenmental Pelicy Act INEPA). The project propanants
are Dairyland Power Cooperative, American Transmission I;BQ;'BJ::I: Hoac_l i It =
Gompany. and ITC Micwsst LLC, Additional information LD ard s
shout the project, induding available project reports and Date: December 7, 2016 Time: 4-7 p.m.

mmarmrr i

reedat

maps, can be found here: Lecatlon: Deer Valley Lodge
tp rd.usd: 1 401 West Industrial Drive
studiesimpact-statements Bameveld, Wisconsin 53507
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Newspaper

Publication Date (all dates 2016)

Legal Notices for Public Scoping Meetings

Dodgeville Chronicle

October 13, October 20, November 17, December 1

Grant County Herald Independent

October 13, October 20, November 17, December 1

Dubuque Telegraph-Herald

October 12, October 19, November 17, December 1

Platteville Journal

October 12, October 19, November 16, November 30

Wisconsin State Journal

October 13, October 19, November 17, December 1

Middleton Times

October 13, October 20, November 17, December 1

Mt. Horeb Mail

October 13, October 20, November 24, December 1

Display Advertisements for Public Scoping Meetings

Dodgeville Chronicle

November 24

Grant County Herald Independent

November 24

Dubuque Telegraph-Herald

November 23

Platteville Journal

November 23

Wisconsin State Journal

November 23
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Press Release

Open House Public Meetings Scheduled for the Proposed
Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line

Dated: 10/14/16
For Immediate Release

Media contact: Anne Mayberry, RUS Public Affairs Advisor
202-690-1756
anne.mayberry@wdc.usda.gov

MADISON, WI. — The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (RUS) will host open house
meetings from October 31 through November 3, 2016 to solicit public comments for the proposed
Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV electric transmission line that would extend about 125 miles, connecting
Dane County, Wisconsin, and Dubuque County, lowa. The RUS is hosting the meeting as part of the
federal review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The Cardinal-Hickory Creek Project would connect the Cardinal Substation in the Town of Middleton,
Wisconsin, with the Hickory Creek Substation in Dubuque County, lowa. The project proponents include
Dairyland Power Cooperative, American Transmission Company, and ITC Midwest LLC. Dairyland Power
Cooperative intends to request financial assistance from the RUS to fund its anticipated ownership
interest in the transmission line portion of the project, which will represent 9% of the total project
investment.

The purpose of the open houses is to introduce the Federal NEPA process to the public and solicit
feedback from the public that will be used to prepare the Environmental Impact Statement to be written
for the proposed project.

The public scoping meetings will be held in the following locations:

Date Location Time Venue
October 31, 2016 Peosta, lowa 3:00-6:00 p.m. Peosta Community Center

7896 Burds Road

Peosta, IA 53068

November 1, 2016 Cassville, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m. Cassville Middle School Cafeteria
715 E. Amelia Street

Cassville, WI 53806

November 2, 2016 Dodgeville, Wisconsin | 4:00-7:00 p.m. Dodgeville Middle School Cafeteria
951 Chapel Street

Dodgeville, W1 53533

November 3, 2016 Middleton, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m. Madison Marriott West

1313 John Q Hammons Drive
Middleton, W| 53562

In addition to the NEPA compliance project, the project will also require state regulatory approvals from
Wisconsin and lowa agencies as well as federal approvals from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
are also serving as cooperating agencies in the Federal review process. The utilities anticipate filing
applications with state regulatory agencies in 2018 and 2019. Based on the regulatory process and
involvement of multiple local, state and federal regulatory agencies, the companies are anticipating that
the project, once approved, would be in service in 2023. Additional information about the project,
including available project reports and maps, can be found here:
http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/environmental-studies/impact-statements

http://www.cardinal-hickorycreek.com/.

As the environmental review process progresses, the libraries listed below will be used as document
repositories.

Location Address
Dubuque County Library, Asbury Branch 2@335?: d5r\2ngggow Dres
107 W. Orbison Street
Barneveld, W| 53507

139 S. lowa Street
Dodgeville, W 53533
1034 E. Dewey Street
Cassville, WI 53806

7425 Hubbard Avenue
Middleton, WI 53562

102 E. Park

Montfort, WI 53569

105 Perimeter Road

Mount Horeb, W| 53572
65 S. Elm Street
Platteville, WI 53818

103 N. Main Street

Potosi, WI 53820

113 W. Elm Street
Lancaster, W 53813

Barneveld Public Library

Dodgeville Public Library

Eckstein Memorial Library

Middleton Public Library

Montfort Public Library

Mount Horeb Public Library

Platteville Public Library

Potosi Branch Library

Schreiner Memorial Library
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Press Release

Additional Open House Public Meetings Scheduled for the
Proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line

Dated: 11/10/16
For Immediate Release

Media contact: Anne Mayberry, RUS Public Affairs Advisor
202-690-1756
anne.mayberry@wdc.usda.gov

DUBUQUE, IOWA. —The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (RUS) will host open
house meetings on December 6 and 7, 2016 to solicit public comments for the proposed Cardinal-
Hickory Creek 345-kV electric transmission line that would extend about 125 miles, connecting Dane
County, Wisconsin, and Dubuque County, lowa. The RUS is hosting the meeting as part of the federal
review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The Cardinal-Hickory Creek Project would connect the Cardinal Substation in the Town of Middleton,
Wisconsin, with the Hickory Creek Substation in Dubuque County, lowa. The project proponents include
Dairyland Power Cooperative, American Transmission Company, and ITC Midwest LLC. Dairyland Power
Cooperative intends to request financial assistance from the RUS to fund its anticipated ownership
interest in the transmission line portion of the project, which will represent 9% of the total project
investment.

The purpose of the open houses is to introduce the Federal NEPA process to the public and solicit
feedback from the public that will be used to prepare the Environmental Impact Statement to be written
for the proposed project. RUS will be taking public comment on the proposed project through January 6,
2017.

Scoping meetings were previously held in lowa and Wisconsin (October 31-November 3, 2016). An
additional meeting was added in lowa to meet RUS notification requirements. Based on publicinput, an
additional meeting also was added in Wisconsin in order to give the public more opportunities to review
the project.

The public scoping meetings will be held in the following locations:
Date Location Time Venue
December 6, 2016 Peosta, lowa 4:00~7:00 p.m. Peosta Community Center
7896 Burds Road
Peosta, IA 53068

December 7, 2016 Barneveld, W| 4:00~7:00 p.m. Deer Valley Lodge
401 West Industrial Drive
Barneveld, W1 53507
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In addition to the NEPA compliance project, the project will also require state regulatory approvals from
Wisconsin and lowa agencies as well as federal approvals from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
are also serving as cooperating agencies in the Federal review process. The utilities anticipate filing
applications with state regulatory agencies in 2018 and 2019. Based on the regulatory process and
involvement of multiple local, state and federal regulatory agencies, the companies are anticipating that
the project, once approved, would be in service in 2023, Additional information about the project,
including available project reports and maps, can be found here:
http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/environmental-studies/impact-statements

http://www.cardinal-hickorycreek.com/.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

1400 Independence Avenue SW,
Mail Stop 1671, Room 2244
Washington, D.C. 20250-1571

SWCA

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

Sound Science. Creative Solutions.®

200 West 22nd Street, Suite 200
Lombard, Illinois 60148
Telephone: (630) 705-1762



	Appendix A:  Notices of Intent
	Appendix B:  Scoping Materials

