
From:
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Commentary
Date: Wednesday, November 23, 2016 2:53:10 PM

I am not particularly well-versed on this issue, but I did attend the open house in Dodgeville, and I do read a fairly
constant stream of letters opposing the line in the Dodgeville Chronicle.  That opposition seems based on need (or
the lack thereof) and environmental degradation.

I am willing to let the Wisconsin Public Service Commission rule on the need.  I will also assume that the line will
follow Wisconsin Highway 18 from Montfort to Mount Horeb - as that route is the established transportation
corridor preferred in WPSC guidelines and would not harm the environment any more than the highway does.

My advice is eliminate the alternate northern route.

Regards,
Jim Bach

Sent from my iPad



Rankin, Dennis - RD, Washington, DC 

From: Jensen, Robyn - RD, Prescott, WI 

Sent: Monday, October 31, 2016 10:48 AM 

To: Rankin, Dennis - RD, Washington, DC 

Subject: FW: RUS Public scoping meetings for ATC Cardinal Hickory Creek Transmission LIne 

Passing along an e-mail regarding the meetings this week, 

Robyn Jensen, GFR 

Rural Utilities Service 

From: Boening, Andre - RD, De Forest, WI 

Sent: Monday, October 31, 2016 9:42 AM 

To: Jensen, Robyn - RD, Prescott, WI <robyn.jensen@wdc.usda.gov> 

Subject: FW: RUS Public scoping meetings for ATC Cardinal Hickory Creek Transmission Line 

Hello Robyn, 

I received the email below. Don't know if it is relevant to you or not, but here it is. Because I am ignorant of this 

situation (other than what I read in news articles), I will let you respond as you see fit. 

Best Regards, 

Andre M. Boening 

General Field Representative, RUS Telecom in Wisconsin (Tomah) 

Rural Development 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Office: 608-372-2135  

From: Anne D. Bachner ]  

Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2016 5:59 PM 

To: Boening, Andre - RD, De Forest, WI <Andre.Boening@wdc.usda.gov> 

Subject: RUS Public scoping meetings for ATC Cardinal Hickory Creek Transmission Line 

Hello Mr. Boening; 

I am a concerned member of Citizens' Climate Lobby, and Driftless Defenders of Iowa County. In order to 

continue with a democratic scoping process prior to submission to the PSC, we are asking you to cancel the 

scheduled sessions immediately and restart the process with proper public notification including a minimum 

30 day (better 60 day) advance public notice that includes paper mailings to all community newspapers in 

Southwest Wisconsin and North east Iowa describing the reason for the EIS, what the EIS will address, and all 

public input opportunities. 

Federally, the meetings to collect public input for the EIS were not announced on the federal register until 

October 18 with the first meetings only 13 days following. Our town government is subscribed to all 

notifications from the transmission builders and the PSC to be notified of all relevant news. We received no 

notice whatsoever. Oddly, the closest meeting location for the majority of affected landowners in on 
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stakeholders meeting across state in Pewaukee, WI. 

Our community newspapers have received no press releases. There is no announcement on Dairyland Power's 

homepage nor is there a press release in their press section. The only notice we can find is small 

announcement on the sidebar of the ATC CHC website that just appeared. 

It is wholly unacceptable in a federally-required process requiring public input, that such short and limited 

notice be given. 

I would appreciate it if you could remedy this issue as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, Anne D. Bachner 

2 

















From: Anne D. Bachner
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal Hickory Creek Comment
Date: Friday, December 09, 2016 5:39:05 PM

Dear Environmental Scoping staff person:

Thank you for your unheralded but important work of collecting my input for inclusion in the Environmental Impact
Statement for a proposed high capacity transmission line that would span 125 miles across the driftless region of
southwest Wisconsin from Madison to Dubuque IA.

I examined the letter to EIS staff at Rural Utility Service  < http://bit.ly/Ltr-Debt >  from local governments and
environmental groups requesting that non-transmission alternatives be thoroughly studied. 

I take this opportunity to reinforce this request, personally, because I am concerned about rising energy costs. 

I prefer investments in end-user improvements like energy efficiency over investments that increased dependency
on utilities and create long-term debt.

I realize that my comments can be included in the federal level  Environmental Impact Statement and that I can
submit additional requests up to January 6, 2017.

You may not   /  You may use my email address to notify me when the draft statement is available.

Signed:

Name: Anne D. Bachner



From: Anne D. Bachner
To: Lila/Dave Zastrow/Hendrickson; comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Re: Proposed Cardinal Hickory Creek transmission line
Date: Monday, December 12, 2016 7:02:22 PM

What a well written letter!! How can we utilize it to help us? Anne

-----Original Message-----
From: 'Lila/Dave Zastrow/Hendrickson' via Driftlessdefenders
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2016 5:44 PM
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Proposed Cardinal Hickory Creek transmission line

     We live north of Appleton WI on the route of the new Bay Lakes
transmission line and were interveners at the technical hearings before the
PSC. Our impression having been through the process is that only lip service
was payed to alternative solutions which could have eliminated the need for
the project or at least scaled it back to a less damaging size. While being
a blight on the landscape and an insult to the environment these large
transmission projects also serve as a means to get the utilities hands
deeper into the pockets of rate payers across the state. Imagine investing
all these millions in local solutions which would strengthen the grid from
the distribution side and keep our energy dollars in the state.
     We are still fighting to limit the damage ATC has planned for our
property and hope that the PSC denies the Cardinal Hickory Creek line if for
no other reason than to preserve the timeless beauty and biodiversity of an
area that even the last ice age did not touch. Considering the rapid changes
in the way energy is produced and consumed today the very idea of taking out
a 30 year mortgage to shore up 100 year old technology is like building the
bigger dinosaur, even as the meteor of their demise is on the horizon.
Moving wind energy hundreds or thousands of miles only discourages local
energy development and opens the grid to potential sabotage or bankruptcy.
     This is a complex problem to which few people give any thought. Our
state government has washed it's hands of any responsibility in energy
planning leaving everything up to the deals worked out between industry and
the PSC. While
the ranks of the PSC are full of hard working, thoughtful people,  we found
in our excursion through the system that the political winds blow stronger
the closer you get to the top near the revolving door between government and
industry. It appears that industry has taken control of the regulatory
process.

 David Hendrickson and Lila Zastrow
.

Sent from my iPad

--
www.driftlessdefenders.com
---
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups
"Driftlessdefenders" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an



email to driftlessdefenders+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To post to this group, send email to driftlessdefenders@googlegroups.com.
Visit this group at https://groups.google.com/group/driftlessdefenders.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/driftlessdefenders/EDDE5BDC-99FE-4A22-94F5-
3168864A5DC7%40yahoo.com.
For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/d/optout.







From: Dean Gore
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Cc: Brenda Baker
Subject: PLEASE drop your plans for a power line in Iowa and Dane Counties!
Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 6:48:01 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing as a property owner in both Iowa and Dane Counties to encourage you to drop your plans for a new
power line in the Midwest’s most bio-diverse region. They are not wanted or needed. Instead, they
threaten the very essence of the most important natural features and cultural elements that make the Driftless Area
so important.

I specifically purchased land in Iowa County because of its natural beauty, the biological diversity of the flora, fauna
and animals who dwell there, in addition to the rich cultural heritage of the area. Your power lines are not wanted by
those of us whom
it would most impact, and we beg of you to reconsider. As you are fully aware, there is not a demonstrated need for
what you propose, there are much better alternatives for energy sources should we need them, and simply put,
there is little interest in having ATC transmission lines wreck the land we are all trying to protect.

I am an avid cyclist who spends hours riding the roads in arguably the country’s best landscape. There is not better
place to hike, ride or explore nature than right here in the unspoiled beauty of the Driftless Region. Aside from the
many reasons your
proposal is unsound at best environmentally, I am very much interested in preserving the natural beauty and
character of the area, which believe it or not, is what helps make the region attractive to tourists!  Yes, your proposal
will definitely damage
the economy in ways you haven’t even predicted.  There is a thriving cultural community of artists, woodworkers
and craftspeople, who work in this area BECAUSE of the natural beauty. There is a very strong cultural scene which
is known throughout
the midwest, but which would be permanently damaged because of your proposed project, which will be UGLY and
uninviting, and will permanently mar the landscape that we need for our work.

I am also an avid gardner, farmer and beekeeper, and I have major concerns about the way your proposals will
permanently change the dynamic bioregion that fuels the local economy, and upset the natural balance
 of diversity we’re fortunate enough to have in Iowa County. There have been recent marten sightings on our land,
and black bear sightings just down the street, not to mention the vast array of plants and animals that
call our land home. For those of us who have chosen to settle in Iowa County, it is because of its strong
environmental legacy, just a stone’s throw from Aldo Leopold’s Shack, and the amazing microclimates within the
midwest.

Please don’t wreck something that can’t be undone.  Please consider dropping your plans or considering alternative
energy sources besides transmission lines.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

My beset,
Brenda Baker
Ridgeway and Madison resident



From:
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekEIS.us
Subject: PLEASE NO POWER LINES IN IOWA COUNTY!
Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 7:01:50 PM

Dear SWCA consultants,

I am writing to encourage you to drop your plans for a new power line in the Midwest’s most bio-diverse region.
They are not wanted or needed. Rather, they threaten the most important and sacred cultural and natural features
of the unique Driftless area.

I purchased land in Iowa County many years ago specifically because of its natural beauty, as well as the biological
diversity of the flora, fauna, and animals who dwell there. The power lines you propose are not wanted by those of
us whom it would most impact. We ask that you please reconsider. There is no demonstrated need for what you
propose and there are far better alternatives for energy sources should we need them. Simply put, there is little
interest in having ATC transmission lines wreck the land we are all trying to protect. 

I spend countless hours riding the roads by bicycle in arguably the country’s best landscape. There is no better place
to hike, ride or explore nature than right here in the unspoiled beauty of the Driftless Region. Aside from the many
reasons your proposal is unsound at best environmentally, I am very much interested in preserving the natural
beauty and character of the area, which believe it or not, is what helps make the region attractive to tourists!  Yes,
your proposal will definitely damage the
economy in ways you haven’t even predicted.  There is a thriving cultural community of artists, woodworkers, nd
craftspeople, who work in this area BECAUSE of the natural beauty. There is a very strong cultural scene which is
known throughout 
the midwest, but which would be permanently damaged because of your proposed project, which will be UGLY and
uninviting, and will permanently mar the landscape that we need for our work.

As an avid gardener, farmer and beekeeper, and I have major concerns about the way your proposals will
permanently change the dynamic bioregion that fuels the local economy, and upset the natural balance of diversity
we’re fortunate enough to have in Iowa County. There have been recent marten sightings on our land, and black
bear sightings just down the street, not to mention the vast array of plants and animals that call our land home. For
those of us who have chosen to settle in Iowa County, it is because of its strong environmental legacy, just a stone’s
throw from Aldo Leopold’s shack, and because of the amazing microclimates within the Driftless region, that are the
envy of the entire midwest.

Please stop what you are doing, reconsider your plans and consider the lives of every species who will be forever
impacted by this horrendous option.
Thank you very much for your consideration.

Thank you for your consideration,

Ridgeway 

























From: Caroline Beckett
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal Hickory Creek Comment
Date: Friday, December 09, 2016 11:20:05 AM

Dear Environmental Scoping staff person:

Thank you for your unheralded but important work of collecting my input for inclusion in the 
Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed high capacity transmission line that would 
span 125 miles across the driftless region of southwest Wisconsin from Madison to Dubuque 
IA.

I examined the letter to EIS staff at Rural Utility Service  < http://bit.ly/Ltr-Debt >  from local 
governments and environmental groups requesting that non-transmission alternatives be 
thoroughly studied. 

I take this opportunity to reinforce this request, personally, because I am concerned about 
rising energy costs. 

I prefer investments in end-user improvements like energy efficiency over investments that 
increased dependency on utilities and create long-term debt. Global warming is a fact, it's 
not going away, and it's getting worse. We must curb our energy use, not "keep the lights 
on" as ATC urges.

I realize that my comments can be included in the federal level  Environmental Impact 
Statement and that I can submit additional requests up to January 6, 2017.

You may use my email address to notify me when the draft statement is available.

Signed:

Name: Caroline Beckett















From:
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Electrical Line
Date: Saturday, November 05, 2016 9:23:21 AM

We live in the area that is being considered for running high power electrical lines through. 
This is a ridiculous, environmentally unsound idea.  The highway, 18-151 is the corridor that
should be used.  It already exists, is not a sensitive area, and no one will be disturbed.  This is
an outrageous proposal that should be dropped from consideration.  Indeed, it should never
have been considered in the first place.  
Sincerely, 
Ronald and Carolyn Behnke







From: Nicholas Bellios
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Fwd: Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
Date: Wednesday, December 07, 2016 6:40:24 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to comment on the scoping of the Environmental Impact Statement
that the Rural Utilities Service will be preparing with respect to the transmission
line referred to by its developers as the Cardinal-Hickory Creek line. I encourage
you to address a full range of questions with the EIS.

First, please consider the environmental impact in the broadest context, including
geology, soils, farm land & land use, vegetation, wildlife, special status species,
surface / groundwater, wetlands & floodplains, cultural, historic & paleontology
resources, air quality & noise, socioeconomic & environmental justice issues,
transportation, visual resources, and health & safety.

Second, consider the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and
recreation, farm and other business operations and property values.  My family
bikes, hikes, skis, and camps regularly in and around this region due to its
majestic beauty and unique topography.  Any compromise resulting in negative
environmental impact would be devastating. 

Finally, this is not a false choice between building this transmission line and
doing nothing at all. The EIS should analyze whether a combination of non-
transmission alternatives – new local wind and solar generation, energy
efficiency, storage, demand response – would meet actual electrical demand at a
lower cost both economically and environmentally.

Thank you for your consideration of my request,

Nicholas C. Bellios























From: Brian Boland
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Transmission line project
Date: Wednesday, January 04, 2017 8:36:59 PM

To Whom it may concern,

Hello, my name is Brian Boland.  My wife and I live at I.  I
have some concerns with the possible routing of this new 345kV line.  I have been doing some
research and there is evidence of these lines causing increased cases of cancer in children.  My
wife and I our expecting our first child and this raises a lot of concern for us.  I am not
convinced that this line is even necessary at this time. If this line is in fact needed, it
seems there would be ways to keep it from running so close to residential properties.

Sincerely,
Brian Boland

mailto:comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us


From: Jim Boland
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal Hickory Creek transmission line project
Date: Thursday, January 05, 2017 10:04:43 PM
Attachments: DSCN1825.JPG

DSCN1781.JPG

Hello,
We attended the public scoping meeting at Deer Valley Lodge in Barneveld, WI on December 7, 2016
and spoke with Greg Poremba.  We live at .  As you can see by the
attached pictures the existing power line which is 69KV is only 45 feet from our house.  The new line
345KV is larger and carries more voltage.  Therefore, our concern is for the safety and health of our
family.  We, including our children and grandchildren play in the yard. We want to be able to
continue to enjoy our yard without concern about the power lines overhead.  In cold weather there
is a possibility  of ice falling from the power lines and towers. Per our conversation with Jon Calloway
of ATC who informed us that the high power 345KV lines do “buzz”’.  Buzzing from power lines can
have a detrimental effect on a person’s health.  A friend of ours was diagnosed with cancer and one
of the very first questions the doctors asked  was “Do you live near high voltage power lines?”.  So,
the medical profession does recognize a link between cancer and high voltage power lines.  The
study area is quite wide and so the new line could be shifted to avoid being on our property and
close to our house.
 
We request that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission
alternatives – new local wind and solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response –
would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both economically and environmentally.  Please
consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-voltage transmission lines or
routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.
 
Thank you.
 
Jim and Diane Boland



From: Jim Boland
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal Hickory Creek transmission line project
Date: Thursday, January 05, 2017 10:04:43 PM
Attachments: DSCN1825.JPG

DSCN1781.JPG

Hello,
We attended the public scoping meeting at Deer Valley Lodge in Barneveld, WI on December 7, 2016
and spoke with Greg Poremba.  We live at .  As you can see by the
attached pictures the existing power line which is 69KV is only 45 feet from our house.  The new line
345KV is larger and carries more voltage.  Therefore, our concern is for the safety and health of our
family.  We, including our children and grandchildren play in the yard. We want to be able to
continue to enjoy our yard without concern about the power lines overhead.  In cold weather there
is a possibility  of ice falling from the power lines and towers. Per our conversation with Jon Calloway
of ATC who informed us that the high power 345KV lines do “buzz”’.  Buzzing from power lines can
have a detrimental effect on a person’s health.  A friend of ours was diagnosed with cancer and one
of the very first questions the doctors asked  was “Do you live near high voltage power lines?”.  So,
the medical profession does recognize a link between cancer and high voltage power lines.  The
study area is quite wide and so the new line could be shifted to avoid being on our property and
close to our house.
 
We request that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission
alternatives – new local wind and solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response –
would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both economically and environmentally.  Please
consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-voltage transmission lines or
routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.
 
Thank you.
 
Jim and Diane Boland



From:
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: FW: Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
Date: Friday, January 06, 2017 6:03:55 PM
Attachments: IMAG0029.jpg

IMAG0031.jpg
IMAG0034.jpg

Hello,
 
I sent the below and attached to ATC and was suggested to send to you as well.
 
Thank you,
 
Peter Boland 

 
Hello,
 
As instructed, I sent in the comment cards I received at the local open house.  I also wanted to send
the information electronically to hopefully ensure it does arrive and is looked at by some one.  As
you can see the existing transmission line is very close to my residence, neighbor’s house, sheds and
other structures.  (There is less than 200’ between our houses.)  My understanding is the new line is
much larger and carries much more voltage and current.  Therefore, my concerns are for the safety
of my family and kids as they play in the yard with their dog and in the tree house.  My concern is for
my other animals that are housed around the silo area.  My concerns are for the metal structures
below these new and powerful lines.  These properties have been in the family for generations.  I
want my kids and future family to be able to use and enjoy the property for years to come without
worry and fear.  At the same open house, representatives there explained that the study area is
quite wide and that the new line can be shifted to avoid conflicts.  I hope that what I have presented
and explained here is realized as a conflict worthy of shifting the new line’s location.
 
If I could receive notification that my message has been received, that would be much appreciated.
 
Thank you,
 
Peter Boland 

 

mailto:comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us









From: Stephen Born
To:
Cc: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us;  

Subject: Re: Scoping comments from BECWA
Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2016 3:14:50 PM

Nice job, Bobbi, and all the others that interacted on how to represent the BECWA position.

Stephen Born

Stephen M. Born
Emeritus Professor of Planning and Environmental Studies
UW-Madison

On Dec 20, 2016, at 4:55 PM, Bobbi Peckarsky <bobbipeckarsky@gmail.com> 
wrote:

Please acknowledge by return email the receipt of these scoping comments for the 
Cardinal Hickory Creek EIS scoping process compiled by Board members of the 
Black Earth Creek Watershed Association (BECWA).

Thank you.

Bobbi Peckarsky (Vice President)

-- 
Bobbi Peckarsky
**************************************************
Departments of Zoology & Entomology
University of Wisconsin
Madison, WI 53706

*************************************
Summers:
Rocky Mountain Biological Lab
PO Box 519
Crested Butte, CO 81224
<BECWA scoping comments ATC.pdf>

mailto:comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
mailto:bobbipeckarsky@gmail.com




From: Barbara Borns
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Proposed Cardinal Hickory Creek power line
Date: Monday, December 19, 2016 2:12:48 PM

MEMO:

RE: PROPOSED CARDINAL HICKORY CREEK TRANSMISSION LINE

FROM: BARBARA L. BORNS, RESIDENT OF THE TOWN OF VERMONT

I write to you today to express my opposition to the proposal made by ATC/ITC/Dairyland
Power Coop to locate a high voltage electric power line between Dubuque, Iowa and
Middleton, Wisconsin.  The southwestern region of Wisconsin is also known as the driftless
area—a fragile and important landscape.  The proposed line would traverse the entire driftless
area to the eastern terminus in Middleton.  

We live in the Town of Vermont—an area of rolling hills and wetland areas.  The entire town
is in the Black Earth Creek Watershed—a valuable resource for the entire area, state and
beyond.  No matter which route the proposed power line would take, it will adversely affect
the watershed.  Black Earth Creek Watershed is 103 square miles named for the Class 1 trout
stream so important to the vitality of the entire area and beyond.  Why is this watershed
important??

    BEC is an important asset to the area—bringing visitors to fish, bird watch, walk, hike, bike
along the creek, 
        these visitors enhance the economic vitality of the communities, and come here to enjoy
the beauty of the area 

    BEC is already recognized as an important environmental asset:  State of Wisconsin
selected BEC as a “Priority Watershed” in the 1990’s investing over  a million dollars in
stream improvements

    One of the reasons visitors come here is because of the aesthetics—the beauty of the place
—the connection to open spaces, clean waters  and freedom from excessive noise pollution

    Individual homeowners are concerned about effects of intrusion on their properties, loss of
privacy and diminished land values.  Real estate values and potential home sales have already
taken a nose-dive since the path designated by the dreaded BLUE LINE has been published. 

    Good arguments can be made about whether there is a necessity for this line—lower power
usage, emphasis on local, small scale power  production.  Indeed we are now gathering
estimates to install solar panels this spring.

I urge this project be abandoned.

Thank you 

Barbara L. Borns
Town of Vermont, Wisconsin

























From:
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekEIS.us
Subject: Public Scoping Period Comment Card
Date: Tuesday, December 27, 2016 9:30:22 AM
Attachments: Public Scoping Period Comment Card.pdf

Untitled attachment 00561.sql

Thank you for the opportunity.




Please consider that the EIS include a cost-benefit analysis of non-transmission alternatives 
(NTA's). These being:
 1.Energy efficiency 
 2.Load management
 3.Developing local power.
We feel that comparable dollar investment in local power generation, combined with the growing  
efficiency of energy use in our society and local load management could result in a substantial 
dollar savings for individuals served.  Add to this the lack of negative environmental impact on 
the communities through which this line is proposed to travel, and the companies and 
individuals involved might well see huge savings, as compared to the projected income 
received.
It is worth the study to determine this, as it could very well result in profits higher than proposed 
to the companies involved.  One example alone would be that the involved companies, in 
addition to their prorated dollar investment in the line, would not be paying out damages to local 
communities for their loss of tourism dollars, because of the unsightly, unhealthy power towers.


We understand that the utility, ATC, has already commissioned, and possibly received the 
results from, a company (Burns and McDonnell) which was hired to do the fieldwork for this EIS. 
(Statement made by Greg Poremba (SWCA) to an attendee at the Middleton meeting on 
11/04/2016.)  Would this in any way be considered self-regulation with no oversight ?  


To avoid the appearance of collusion, we would like the EIS fieldwork to be conducted by a 
qualified environmental firm with no ties to the power industry.


Also, we in this area, live in the Black Earth Creek Watershed.  Since the Cardinal substation is 
located in a position from which it would be impossible to avoid impacting this watershed, we 
feel it is of the utmost importance that the following points be considered when conducting this 
non-partisan EIS:
1. The Black Earth Creek Watershed is an important ecological feature, promoting and helping 


to ensure the clarity of potable water in area wells as well as in the creek itself for aquatic 
life.


2. The Black Earth Creek is a nationally, possibly world-known, trout stream.  This is an 
economic  feature which brings in fisher people who promote the success of local 
restaurants, lodgings and campgrounds.


3. The Black Earth Creek Watershed is also an important educational tool for the local 
classrooms, who with their teachers (from kindergarten through high school) come to learn 
about sustainability, the water cycle, aquatic creatures.  Beyond that, it is also a classroom 
for water researchers from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, which is well-known 
internationally as one of the top water research institutions.


Any disruptions caused by the earthmoving and stray voltage involved in this CHC project,  will 
without doubt, bring serious disruptions to the ecology of the Black Earth Creek as well as to 
those who depend upon its  value as an educational, recreational and financial source of 
benefit.


Above all, we would emphasize that the need for this project is the biggest question to answer.  
That answer could be easily determined by a non-partial EIS, which we feel would reveal that 
the development of less invasive local sources of energy could well fulfill the decreasing need 
for energy provided by vulnerable high cost structures marring the landscape.







Sincerely,
Jim and Nancy Bruins
9391 Union Valley Rd
Black Earth, WI 53515
608-767-2214


December 27, 2016









Sent from my iPad



Please consider that the EIS include a cost-benefit analysis of non-transmission alternatives 
(NTA's). These being:
 1.Energy efficiency 
 2.Load management
 3.Developing local power.
We feel that comparable dollar investment in local power generation, combined with the growing  
efficiency of energy use in our society and local load management could result in a substantial 
dollar savings for individuals served.  Add to this the lack of negative environmental impact on 
the communities through which this line is proposed to travel, and the companies and 
individuals involved might well see huge savings, as compared to the projected income 
received.
It is worth the study to determine this, as it could very well result in profits higher than proposed 
to the companies involved.  One example alone would be that the involved companies, in 
addition to their prorated dollar investment in the line, would not be paying out damages to local 
communities for their loss of tourism dollars, because of the unsightly, unhealthy power towers.

We understand that the utility, ATC, has already commissioned, and possibly received the 
results from, a company (Burns and McDonnell) which was hired to do the fieldwork for this EIS. 
(Statement made by Greg Poremba (SWCA) to an attendee at the Middleton meeting on 
11/04/2016.)  Would this in any way be considered self-regulation with no oversight ?  

To avoid the appearance of collusion, we would like the EIS fieldwork to be conducted by a 
qualified environmental firm with no ties to the power industry.

Also, we in this area, live in the Black Earth Creek Watershed.  Since the Cardinal substation is 
located in a position from which it would be impossible to avoid impacting this watershed, we 
feel it is of the utmost importance that the following points be considered when conducting this 
non-partisan EIS:
1. The Black Earth Creek Watershed is an important ecological feature, promoting and helping 

to ensure the clarity of potable water in area wells as well as in the creek itself for aquatic 
life.

2. The Black Earth Creek is a nationally, possibly world-known, trout stream.  This is an 
economic  feature which brings in fisher people who promote the success of local 
restaurants, lodgings and campgrounds.

3. The Black Earth Creek Watershed is also an important educational tool for the local 
classrooms, who with their teachers (from kindergarten through high school) come to learn 
about sustainability, the water cycle, aquatic creatures.  Beyond that, it is also a classroom 
for water researchers from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, which is well-known 
internationally as one of the top water research institutions.

Any disruptions caused by the earthmoving and stray voltage involved in this CHC project,  will 
without doubt, bring serious disruptions to the ecology of the Black Earth Creek as well as to 
those who depend upon its  value as an educational, recreational and financial source of 
benefit.

Above all, we would emphasize that the need for this project is the biggest question to answer.  
That answer could be easily determined by a non-partial EIS, which we feel would reveal that 
the development of less invasive local sources of energy could well fulfill the decreasing need 
for energy provided by vulnerable high cost structures marring the landscape.



Sincerely,
Jim and Nancy Bruins

December 27, 2016
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