




































1/19/2017 SWCA Mail - power lines

1

David Reinhart <comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us>

power lines 
2 messages

Kevin Campbell   Tue, Nov 22, 2016 at 1:26 PM
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us

I am opposed to the power lines going through the driftless area of south west Wisconsin.   making a power line along the highway 18/151 corridor is much more
acceptable. 
K. Campbell.  Madison Wi

Comments <comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us> Thu, Jan 19, 2017 at 2:39 PM
To: Adrian Hogel <AHogel@swca.com>

[Quoted text hidden]



From:
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Cardinal Creek Project
Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 2:48:54 PM

To whom it may concern,

We purchased land on Sweeney Rd, with the intention to build our dream home.  To date we
have the garage/workshop built and are using it, next step is building our home which is in
process this year.  We selected this lot/area because of it's beauty and the very limited power
lines, etc.  The area is clean and natural, we believe it's a benefit to the community to keep it
that way.  Our home design is one that will fit in to the surroundings with minimal impact to
the environment.

It just doesn't make sense to tear up such beautiful terrain to put power lines when then can
be put up in existing locations.  The ecological impact is significantly less using existing routes.

Syd Campbell

  



From: Steve Carpenter
To: dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov; comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Comment on Cardinal-Hickory Creek project
Date: Monday, December 12, 2016 12:38:32 PM
Attachments: Cardinal-HickoryCreekComment 2016-12-12.pdf

12 December 2016

Dennis Rankin  (dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov)

Environmental Protection Specialist

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service

1400 Independence Avenue SW.

Room 2244, Stop 1571

Washington, DC 20250-1571

Dear Mr. Rankin:

This letter is a comment on the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line project, URL

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/10/18/2016-25132/dairyland-power-
cooperative-notice-of-intent-to-prepare-an-environmental-impact-statement-and-hold?
&tc=eml

Two corridors are proposed:

The North corridor goes NE from Cassville to Montfort and continues NE to a spot west of
Highland. From there it goes more or less E to Middleton.

The South corridor goes E from Cassville to a point between Platteville and Belmont, then N
to Monfort, then W near or along the Hwy 18 corridor to a point E of Mount Horeb, where it
goes NNE to Middleton.

I strongly favor the South corridor. The South option will cause less harm to unique





12 December 2016 

 

Dennis Rankin  (dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov) 
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Dear Mr. Rankin: 

 

This letter is a comment on the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line project, URL 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/10/18/2016-25132/dairyland-power-

cooperative-notice-of-intent-to-prepare-an-environmental-impact-statement-and-hold?&tc=eml 

 

Two corridors are proposed:  

 

The North corridor goes NE from Cassville to Montfort and continues NE to a spot west of 

Highland. From there it goes more or less E to Middleton. 

 

The South corridor goes E from Cassville to a point between Platteville and Belmont, then N to 

Monfort, then W near or along the Hwy 18 corridor to a point E of Mount Horeb, where it goes 

NNE to Middleton. 

 

I strongly favor the South corridor. The South option will cause less harm to unique 

geological, hydrological, and ecological features of the region. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 
Stephen R. Carpenter 

 

 

 

 











































From:
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal Hickory Creek EIS
Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 10:50:20 AM

Hello
Please include this letter in the Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
My friends-Gary and Nancy Cox- bought their family's property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Their 40 acres -
which includes the only upland nesting cover for the wetland below them- lie within the Driftless Area. They have been
stewarding it very carefully; establishing native prairie, using organic methods as they garden, doing all they can - as they
respect and honor this unique area. Nancy is a visual artist and she has done countless paintings celebrating the beauty there.

Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that  property owners there have this gorgeous and
environmentally sensitive land threatened by ATC's proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines. 

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use their roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an
increasingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks
will negatively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination.

I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small
tributaries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these
streams in recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and
browns depend on these sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a
variety of birds like wood ducks, mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver,
muskrats, fox and weasels are frequently seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could
easily cause excessive runoff to these streams and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creek
that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the
Midwest,  Montanta, California, Pennsylvannia and New York. 

While fishing these creeks Gary often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endangered species.  

Reptiles like endangered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher,
Red-tailed Hawk, turkey,  pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker,
Loggerhead Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerelean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary
Warbler, indigo bunting.

Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the
construction phase and subsequent maintenance work.

I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind
and solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost
both economically and environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives  such as upgrading existing low-
voltage transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the
WI electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WI Siting Standards..  I see these lines as nothing but negative and
am firmly opposed.

Thank you.

Sincerely,



Mary Clay











From: Conway, Keri L
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Driftless region power lines
Date: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 4:40:53 PM

I am writing to you oppose the idea of running the high voltage power lines through our
beautiful countryside of the Driftless region near Wyoming Valley.  I have lived in my home
for 30 years and would be very disturbed to look out my window and see these enormous
metal structures.  We have a beautiful rural community, having these massive structures
lining our roadsides,  would completely ruin our homesteads that we have worked very
hard to make into what we call home.  Please consider less damaging alternatives such
as upgrading existing low-voltage transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless
Area. I appreciate you doing whatever you can to keep the power lines from going
through our countryside.   Thank you for your time.      



From: Cook, David
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal-Hickory Creek line EIS
Date: Thursday, December 01, 2016 12:00:17 PM

I am writing to comment on the scoping of the Environmental Impact Statement that the Rural
Utilities Service will be preparing with respect to the transmission line referred by its
developers as the I encourage you to address the following questions as part of the EIS.

Please consider the environmental impact in the broadest context, including geology, soils,
farm land & land use, vegetation, wildlife, special status species, surface / groundwater,
wetlands & floodplains, cultural, historic & paleontology resources, air quality & noise,
socioeconomic & environmental justice issues, transportation, visual resources, and health &
safety.

 Please consider the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and recreation,
farm and other business operations and property values.

The EIS should analyze whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives – new local
wind and solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response – would meet actual
electrical demand at a lower cost both economically and environmentally.

Thank you for your careful consideration.

 
David Cook
Principal Architect
Structural & Architectural Evaluation
 

 

 P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
 
 

....................................................................................................................................
NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY: This e-mail and any attachments is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C.
2510-2521 and may contain privileged, confidential, copyrighted, or other legally protected information. If you are not the intended
recipient, you may not use, copy, or retransmit this e-mail. If you have received this by mistake please notify us by return e-mail, then
delete.









From: David Reinhart
To: Adrian Hogel
Subject: FW: Input regarding the ATC powerline
Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2017 4:54:29 PM

From: Matthew Cox 
Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2017 at 5:15 AM
To: David Reinhart <comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us>
Subject: Input regarding the ATC powerline

Hello
Please include this letter in the Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
My parents- Gary and Nancy Cox- bought our family's property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Our 40 acres - 
which includes the only upland nesting cover for the wetland below us- lie within the Driftless Area. We have been stewarding 
it very carefully; establishing native prairie, using organic methods as we garden, doing all we can - as we respect and honor 
this unique area. My mother is a visual artist and she has done countless paintings celebrating the beauty there.

Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that we property owners have this gorgeous and 
environmentally sensitive land threatened by ATC's proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines. 

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use our roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an 
increasingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks 
will negatively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination.

I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and 
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small 
tributaries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these 
streams in recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and 
browns depend on these sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a 
variety of birds like wood ducks, mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver, 
muskrats, fox and weasels are frequently seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could 
easily cause excessive runoff to these streams and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creek 
that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the 
Midwest,  Montanta, California, Pennsylvannia and New York. 

While fishing these creeks my father often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endangered species.  

Reptiles like endangered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher, 
Red-tailed Hawk, turkey,  pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker, 
Loggerhead Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerelean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary 
Warbler, indigo bunting.

Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the 
construction phase and subsequent maintenance work.

I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind and 
solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both 
economically and environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives  such as upgrading existing low-voltage 



transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the 
WI electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WI Siting Standards..  I see these lines as nothing but negative and 
am firmly opposed

Sincerely,
Matthew Cox
-- 
Matthew







From:
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: comment letter from property owner in Vermont Township, WI
Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 11:53:45 AM

Hello
Please include this letter in the Cardinal -Hickory Creek EIS

My husband and I bought our property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Our 40 acres - which includes the only
upland nesting cover for the wetland below us- lie within the Driftless Area. We have been stewarding it very carefully;
establishing native prairie, using organic methods as we garden, doing all we can - as we respect and honor this unique area. I
am a visual artist and have done countless paintings celebrating the beauty here.

Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that we property owners have this gorgeous and
environmentally sensitive land threatened by ATC's proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines. 

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use our roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an
increasingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks
will negatively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination.

I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small
tributaries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these
streams in recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and
browns depend on these sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a
variety of birds like wood ducks, mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver,
muskrats, fox and weasels are frequently seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could
easily cause excessive runoff to these streams and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creek
that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the
Midwest,  Montanta, California, Pennsylvannia and New York. 

While fishing these creeks my husband often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endagered species.  

Reptiles like endagered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher,
Red-tailed Hawk, turkey,  pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker,
Loggerhead Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerelean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary
Warbler, indigo bunting.

Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the
construction phase and subsequent maintenance work.

I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind and
solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both
economically and environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-voltage
transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the
WI electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WI Siting Standards..  I see these lines as nothing but negative and
am FIRMLY OPPOSED.

Nancy Cox



Nancy Cox Artwork
Nancycoxartwork.com




















