A Cah

] I // /A]) \ 7()\’\< ) Reguired

])/Ddc/f‘ wlle WAL
53 f) 33

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Dr.

Suite 207

Bridgevilie, PA 15017

TO MAIL BACK, FOLD HERE AND TAPE BELOW (NO STAPLES PLEASE)

To help us keep our mailing list accurate and up-to-date, please check the boxes below that apply to your wishes.
Thank you for your assistance.

[_] Please add my name to the mailing list.

[] Please withhold my name and/or address from the public record {see disclaimer below).
E I prefer to be updated by email.

Name: }<(1" T}\()(I"\’@’ (:}4" )’1]\ ” B

Organization (if any): {,’.{)Y\(VO/}A’\.Z&Q /[M"//{ Ay }\”\ '-’]:L)Wz‘( (,(“W'{‘/

Address:

City/Stat

Email ad

Please note: Before including your address, tefephone number, clectronic mail address, or other personal idemtifying information in your
comments, you should be aware that your entire comment (including your personal identifying information) may he made publicly available at
any time. Although you can ask us in your comments to withhold your personal identifying intormation from public review, we cannot guarantee
that we will be able to do so.




Public Scoping Period Comment Card
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project

U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service Ty e
Nov. 2 Zp/,

You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel free to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit comments via email to:
comments(@CardinalHickoryCreckEIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017.
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Public Scoping Period Comment Card NOV'1 7 2018

Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service Sz

You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinai-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmenta) Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel fiee to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit comments via email to:
comments@CardinalHickoryCreek EIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017.
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EIS Scoping Input
Cardinal Hickory Creek
PSCW Docket 05CE146
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Additional information supptied for USDA/RUS
Environmental and Economic Impact
Statement Scoping Input.
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EIS Scoping Input - Cardinal Hickory Creek - PSCW Docket 05CE146
Submitted by Callahan/Waité, Highland, W on November 2, 2016

Dear Rural Utilities Service Committee Members,

Our property on County Road Q in Highland is like many other properties along the proposed
routes for the C.H.C Transmission Project: a very special convergence of plant, animal, water
and land communities, unique to the Driftless Region. To have our efforts in stream restoration
and habitat improvement, not to mention our working forestry MFL land, thwarted by a power
easement seems almost a punishment for doing the right thing at our end.

This sense of loss is punctuated by the fact that we believe a comprehensive cost-benefit
analysis would show that the need for this project is non-existent. Alternatives are already
approved and under construction.

The most obvious energy efficiency can already be seen in that energy sales for MGE and WPL
have declined over the last ten years despite increases in population and economic growth. In
2007, ATC assumed a 20% growth in electrical need. That has not happened.

ATC is operating on a 20th century business model for energy resourcing and transmission.
The state of New York and the United States Army are adapting "micro-grids" as the modern
model for locally produced energy in the 21st century.

Long before we were aware of CHC, we had an energy mitigation plan. One of our three
buildings is already heated and cooled by a geothermal system with on-demand propane water
heating. We plan to convert the other buildings to geothermal when finances allow. We wouid
like the opportunity to be a part of a local energy system.

When, if not now, wili we embark on non-transmission alternatives here in our communities?

When will we put our resources into models of energy efficiency, load management and
development of local, renewable energy?

Singerely, A/éa
5 g

John F. Walté and Pamela Callahan
Highland, WI

*See pp. 2-3 for itemized concerns about the high voltage transmission proposal.
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EIS Scoping Input - Cardinal Hickory Creek - PSCW Docket 05CE146
Submitted by Callahan/Walté, Highland, WI on November 2, 2016

Environmental Impacts

Due to the steep hilisides of the Driftless area, we fear erosion issues from transmission
line easements that will also accelerate flooding. Since 20086, we have experienced three
100-year and two 500-year floods.

Many properties in the Union Valley and along the Otter Creek watershed have
beautifully restored streams and wetlands. Our land includes approximately one mile of
Otter Creek and two spring-fed creeks that are tributaries to Otter Creek. In addition,
within the surrounds of these streams, we have dry mesic, wet mesic and wet wetlands,
forming a complex animal and plant habitat. With ongoing restoration projects in our
forest land (MFL) and stream (EQIP), we have been encouraged by the support offered
by both state and federal agencies, in the form of cost share grants, but also in the
shared knowledge, enthusiasm and love for the land. The impact of a transmission line
easement would be devastating. [See attached map and list of at-risk species below.]

Raptors, including eagles overwinter in our stream area. Cranes, herons, wood ducks
and more, nest in our wetlands every spring.

List of endangered, threatened and special concern species from our DNR "Endangered
Resource Review" compiled for our EQIP (USDA/NRCS) stream restoration project:

END - Endangered SC - Special Concern

Highland Dancer, Dragonfly, SC

Silver Chub (Spawning Restrictions), Fish, SC
Blanchard's Cricket Frog, Frog, END

Pickerel Frog, (Spawning Restrictions), Frog, SC
Blanding's Turlle, (Spawning Restrictions), Turtle, SC

kWM =

These species are among many others listed in the DNR's Natural Heritage Inventory.
[See attached two pages from our surrounding township area.]
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EIS Scoping Input - Cardinal Hickory Creek - PSCW Docket 05CE146
Submitted by Callahan/Walté, Highland, Wi on November 2, 2016

Business/Residential Impacts

* This area around and downstream of Blackhawk Lake is renowned for its mix of
retirement homes as well as smali family farms. The reasons for choosing this guiet,
beautiful place to live of course are based on the absence of an industrial presence.

* We are one of three "open studios” in our vailey that join the near 50 artists on the
annual Fall Art Tour. Established in 1993 and a highly publicized event, many area
businesses, beyond the individual artists, benefit from the Fall Art Tour each autumn.
Driving the scenic back roads with falfl colors blazing is as much a part of the Tour as the
art. We fear, as do many others on the Tour, that rows of giant metal towers will have a
significant impact on bringing our clients to our studios. [See attached brochure.]

* The lines would also impact other businesses that rely on tourism and the unique
landscape here. Fishing, biking, hiking, camping, hunting, snowmobiling, canoeing,
kayaking, the arts, music, theatre, dining and lodging. People visit this area to
experience the rural and wild environs of the land where the glacier didn't go.

* We have nearly completed the restoration of an 1850s settler's cabin with the goal of
establishing a rental retreat for artists or anyone who might wish to experience the
Driflless Area--its hills and valleys, woods and wetlands, prairies, farms and biuffs.

A high-wire highway would halt this endeavor and impact our future business plans.

* Property values to plummet.

Documents attached:

* 2016 Fail Art Tour brochure
*+  Map of 4568 County Road Q
* List of at-risk species in T7N R2E & T6N R2E (2 pages)

THANK YOU FOR CONSIDERING THESE CONCERNS FOR THE CHC - EIS.
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From: Don Campbell

To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
Date: Saturday, December 31, 2016 2:34:29 PM

| oppose the Cardinal-Hickory Creek power line on these grounds:
1. The need for it has not been established. Evidence indicates the absence of need.

2. Future generation and consumption of electrical energy by the customary means for the
power line have been shown to be extremely damaging to our atmosphere.

3. Paying for this power line is an imposition on many consumers at a time when earnings
are less than adequate.

Donald H. Campbell




From: Don Campbell

To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
Date: Saturday, December 31, 2016 3:57:38 PM

| oppose the Cardinal-Hickory Creek power line for these reasons:

1. The power line has the potential to do irreparable damage to the flora, fauna, and human
residents along and adjacent to the corridors.

2. Property values are permanently reduced before and after construction.
3. Potential risks due to EMFs and Stray Voltage are unwanted.

Donald H. Campbell







EIS Scoping Input
Cardinal Hickory Creek
PSCW Docket 05CE146

Last Name 6 Oﬂ””";ﬂé//// First Name Zg%ﬂ//%

[V Individual

[ 1 Family [ ] Business Frequent Visitor

Additional information supplied for USDA/RUS
Environmental and Economic impact
Statement Scoping Input.

and/or responsibilities assumed in my community:

1. I have marked impacts of concern regarding the high voltage transmission option:

Vi i
l.oss of Property Value v Loss/diminished Environmental Assets | v{ Loss of Tourism Related Business ,
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Atfects of Electro- v Affects on Activities associated with ‘/’ fpacts on Religious, Personal /
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2. Itemized concerns | have about the high voltage transmission proposal:
Environmental Impacts | am concerned about (water bodies, animals, plants, habitats) Town located in
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I am concerned about rising energy costs.| prefer investment in local, end-user improvements like \/
energy efficiency over investments that increase dependency on utilities and create long term debt.

ignature %/,4/ /QZ OM‘}%‘M DateM







From:

q) comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject:

Keep the Cardinal Hickory Creek line out of the driftless area
Date: Saturday, November 05, 2016 5:18:22 PM

I urge you to protect the beauty and cohesiveness of the Wisconsin's Driftless Area by not installing a new
transmission line between Highway 18/151 and Highway 14. If a new line is absolutely necessary it should follow

the existing Highway 18-151 corridor.
Thank you,

James Campbell

Jamie Campbell



1/19/2017 SWCA Mail - power lines

Gmail

power lines
2 messages

Kevin Campoel
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us

I am opposed to the power lines going through the driftless area of south west Wisconsin.
acceptable.
K. Campbell. Madison Wi

Comments <comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us>
To: Adrian Hogel <AHogel@swca.com>

[Quoted text hidden]

David Reinhart <comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us>

Tue, Nov 22, 2016 at 1:26 PM

making a power line along the highway 18/151 corridor is much more

Thu, Jan 19, 2017 at 2:39 PM

| L



From: I
To: comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Cardinal Creek Project

Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 2:48:54 PM

To whom it may concern,

We purchased land on Sweeney Rd, with the intention to build our dream home. To date we
have the garage/workshop built and are using it, next step is building our home which is in
process this year. We selected this lot/area because of it's beauty and the very limited power
lines, etc. The area is clean and natural, we believe it's a benefit to the community to keep it
that way. Our home design is one that will fit in to the surroundings with minimal impact to

the environment.

It just doesn't make sense to tear up such beautiful terrain to put power lines when then can
be put up in existing locations. The ecological impact is significantly less using existing routes.

Syd Campbell




From: Steve Carpenter

To: dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov; comments@cardinalhickorycreekeis.us
Subject: Comment on Cardinal-Hickory Creek project

Date: Monday, December 12, 2016 12:38:32 PM

Attachments: Cardinal-HickoryCreekComment 2016-12-12.pdf

12 December 2016

Dennis Rankin (dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov)
Environmental Protection Specialist

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service
1400 Independence Avenue SW.
Room 2244, Stop 1571

Washington, DC 20250-1571

Dear Mr. Rankin:

This letter isacomment on the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line project, URL

https.//www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/10/18/2016-25132/dairyland-power-

cooperative-noti ce-of -i ntent-to-prepare-an-environmental -impact-statement-and-hol d?
& tc=eml

Two corridors are proposed:

The North corridor goes NE from Cassville to Montfort and continues NE to a spot west of
Highland. From there it goes more or less E to Middleton.

The South corridor goes E from Cassville to a point between Platteville and Belmont, then N
to Monfort, then W near or along the Hwy 18 corridor to a point E of Mount Horeb, where it
goes NNE to Middleton.

I strongly favor the South corridor. The South option will cause less harm to unique



geological, hydrological, and ecological features of the region.

Sincerely yours,

Stephen R. Carpenter



12 December 2016

Dennis Rankin (dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov)
Environmental Protection Specialist

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service
1400 Independence Avenue SW.

Room 2244, Stop 1571

Washington, DC 20250-1571

Dear Mr. Rankin:
This letter is a comment on the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line project, URL

https://www.federalreqister.qgov/documents/2016/10/18/2016-25132/dairyland-power-
cooperative-notice-of-intent-to-prepare-an-environmental-impact-statement-and-hold? &tc=eml

Two corridors are proposed:

The North corridor goes NE from Cassville to Montfort and continues NE to a spot west of
Highland. From there it goes more or less E to Middleton.

The South corridor goes E from Cassville to a point between Platteville and Belmont, then N to
Monfort, then W near or along the Hwy 18 corridor to a point E of Mount Horeb, where it goes
NNE to Middleton.

| strongly favor the South corridor. The South option will cause less harm to unique
geological, hydrological, and ecological features of the region.

Sincerely yours,

\ﬁwl( P\ Car ‘pz e -
Stephen R. Carpenter
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EIS Scoping Input
Cardinal Hickory Creek

PSCW Docket 05CE146
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2. Itemized concerns | have about the high voltage transmission proposal:
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1/2/2017 ( ECEIVE
From: Richard Cate JANO S 2017

Cates Family Farm

To: SWCA Environmental Consultants
Atin: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS

200 Bursca Dr. Suite 207

Bridgeville, PA 15017

My family has owned and operated a livestock grazing/farming business since 1967 in the Town of Wyoming,
lowa County, WI. Our son, Eric, and his wife, Kiley, are continuing the business. One of the proposed corridors
for the Cardinal- Hickory Creek {CHC) high voltage transmission line crosses the east/west extent of our
farmtand.

| have served my community for the past 23 years in various capacities: Town of Wyoming Plan Commission,
River Valley Community Foundation (past Vice President), Wi Dept. of Agric. Trade and Consumer Protection
Board {past Vice Chair}, SW WI Community Action Board, River Valley School District Board of Education (recent §
past President), and Spring Green Lions (President elect).

| strongly oppose the CHC line for a number of reasons:

-The Town of Wyoming is a region of critical oak woodlands/savanna opportunity and concern; a construction
project of this scale would be significantly larger and more invasive on the fandscape than any other in place or

ever considered.

- Energy usage in our state is not increasing, nor projected to increase. But this construction will increase our
costs as ratepayers, and at the same time:

- Property values across all impacted Townships will undoubtedly decline significantly.

- From a family perspective, operating our livestock grazing business with a high voltage transmission line acros
our valley {there is no road running east/west where the proposed corridor is drawn) is not fathomable.

| support the resolutions passed by the Towns of Wyoming and Arena (immediately to the east of our
residence/farmland) Board of Supervisors that request an Environmental Impact Statement be conducted to
answer significant questions like these:

- What is the cost-benefit of this proposal as compared to other approaches to secure our energy future, such a
a local distributed renewable energy approach?

- What might be the impact on our livestock grazing under/next to the line?
- What are the carbon emission itnpacts of this project?
-What are the potential cumulative negative environmental and economic impacts of this project?

My family sincerely hopes that our request for an environmental impact statement of the proposed CHC High
Voltage Transmission line will be respected.
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Public Scoping Period Comment Card

Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service

You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel free to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit comments via email to:
comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017.
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You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel free to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit comments via email to:

comments@CardinalHickoryCreekBIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017.
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Last Name CITRON First Name Michelle

[ 1 Individual [ ] Frequent Visitor

[ ] Family [ ] Business

Str

Cit

EIS Scoping input

Cardinal Hickory Creek

PSCW Docket 05CE146

Additional information supplied for USDA/RUS
Environmental and Economic impact
Statement Scoping Input.

Years of residence in area: 10 Positions held and/or responsibitities assumed in my community:

1. | have marked impacts of concern regarding the high voltage transmission option:

l-oss of Property Value X | Loss/diminished Environmental Assets |X | l.oss of Tourism Related Business [X
l.oss of Business Income X | Affects on Rare & Endangered Habitats |x | impacts on Rising Energy Costs X
Affects on Personal Health X | Affects on Rare & Endangered Animals |x | limpacts on Energy Self-Reliance [X
Affects on Others Health Affects on Rare & Endangered Plants  |x | Compromises on Local Economy |X
Affects on my Livestock Affects on Raptors & Waterfowl x | Loss/diminished Cultural Assets |X
Affects of Electro- X Affects on Activities associated with X Impacts on Religious, Personal X
magnetic Fields & Noise Surface and Ground Water Values or Cultural Assets

2. Itemized concerns | have about the high voltage transmission proposal:

Environmental Impacts | am concerned about (water bodies, animals, plants, habitats)

Town located in

rare Rusly-Paiched Bumble Bee has been identified in 8 of the 11 lownship/ranges (all in lowa .County) iraversed by the CHC line

Henslow Sparrow (found in 12 of the 16 township/ranges under CHC corridors in lowa and Dane Counties

Threatened birds found here are: Acadian Flycatcher, Bell's Vireo, Cerulean Watbler, Hooded Warbler and upland Sandpiper.

Businesses negatively impacted by loss of tourism and arrested residentiat/business growth.

Town located in

7 Seeds Farm - Organic, will loose certification with herbicides sprayed on CHC route| Dodgeville
Uplands Cheese Company, home of award winning Pleasant Ridge Cheese, on CHC route| Dodgeville
Pleasant Ridge Store, comer of Z & ZZ, CHC route. 100 year old bar, central to tourism in area] Dodgeville
Governor Dodge State Park, 1000s of people visit annually. Critical to area tourism. CHC route along northern edge Dodgevilie
Dairyland Dare bike race through lowa county. 1500 bicyclists race along path of proposed CHC. Critical for tourism. Dodgevil[e

Military Ridge State Trail. Along proposed CHC route. Critical for tourism.

Dodgeville, Barneveld

Culturat and health impacts of concern (religion, historical assets, age, health conditions)

Town located in

Old homesteads in Governor Dodge State Park, CHC route along northern edge.

Dodgeville

Concerned about electric magnetic fields and noise

Dodgeville

3. Energy Investment Priorities

Agree Disagree

| am concerned about rising energy costs.l prefer investment in local, end-user improvements like X
energy efficiency over investments that increase dependency on utilities and create long term debt,

("f) 74
ignature _ /(///(////W pate _/, /. /o




Endangered. Threatened, and Special Concern Species Documented in the lowa and Dane County
Townships Crossed by the Proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line

The following is a list of species and natural features on thc Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resource’s Natural Heritage Working List that have been documented for cach Public Land Survey
System (PLSS) township in lowa and Dane Counties that is erossed by the proposed Cardinal-Hickory
.Creck Transmission Line

Bald eagles and sensitive species (such as rattlesnakes and bats) are not included in this data, where
applicable. Each specics or community on the list has been documented in at least one location (but
possibly many locations) within the township. These data were last updated on May 13, 2016, so there
may be more recent eounty records not reflected here. Status definitions are loeated at the end of this
.document

Please note that absence of data does NOT necessarily indicate absence of a species. Basically, we find
species where we look for them, and many of these arcas have not been thoroughly inventoried. This

.data was copied from http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/NHI/data.asp?tool=township on September 29, 2016

(TTN R2E (includes parts of Clvde, Hichland, and Dodgeville Townships

Federal E Wi

Group  Status Status - Common Name Scientific Name
- ~Frog END Blanchard's Cricket Frog Acris blanchardi
Bird - SOC - THR Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus hens]ow.ii |
.Plant o END Purple Miik{\féed Asclepias purpufascens |
 Plant SOC  THR  HillsThiste * Cirsium hilli
Connnuniry. 0 ' NA Dry Prairic | Dry prairie
~Turtle - .SC/P Blanding's Turtle Emydoidea blandingii
~Fish SC/N Lake Chubsucker Erimyzon sucetta
: Commﬁnity | " NA - Pine Relict Pine relict

(T7N R3L (includes parts of Clvde, Wyoming, and Dodgeville Townships

Federal wi

| Group  Status Status Common Name Scientific Name
_. ~Frog | END Bléncliard's Cricket Frog Acris blanchardi
Bird SOC THR Henslow's Sparrow Ammodrﬁmus henslowii
Plant END Purplé.Milk.weed Asclepias purpurascens

- Community NA Dry-mesic Prairic ¢ Dry-mesic prairie




Federal
Status

Group
Bird
Snail
Snail
~Frog
Community
. Snake

' Bird
.Butter.ﬂy
Turtle
Bird

Wi
Status

THR
SC/N

TIIR

SC/H
NA

SC/P
THR
END
END
THR

. Conunon Name

: Acadian Flycatcher

~ Brilliant Grantﬂc |
Cherrystone Drop
Pickerel Frog
Pinc Relict
Goﬁhersnéke

| Céfulean Warbler
Regal Fritillary
Ornatc Box Turtle

Bell's Vireo

- Scientific Name

Empidonax vircscens
Guppya sterkii

- Hendersonia occulta
. Lithobates palustris
Pine relict

Pituophis catenifer

. Sctophaga cerulea

. Speycria idalia
Terrapene ornata

 Vireo bellii

(TN R4E (includes parts of Wyoming, Arena, Dodgeville, and Ridgeway Townships

. Federal
© Status

- Group
~Frog
- Bird SOC
e
Plant

Plant

~Community
~Turtle

~Frog

Plant

Bird

~Community
~Community

- Plant

~Snake

Wi
Status

END
THR
END
END
THR

NA
SC/P
SC/H
SC
- THR
NA
NA
sC
- SC/I

¢ Conmmon Name

Blanchard's Cricket Frog
Henslow's Sparrow
Purple Milkweed

. Wild Hyacinth

Palc Purple Coneflower
"El.ne.rgent. Marsh |
Blénding'é Turtle
Pickerel Frog

Prairie Tui‘nip

Cerulean Warbler
Shrub-carr

Southern Sedge Meadow
October Lady's-tresscs

Plains Gartersnake

- Scienfific Name

: .Acris bl.anchardi

Ammeodramus henslowii

Asclepias purpurasecns

Camassia scilloides

' Echinacca pallida

: Emergen.t.mm.‘sh
.}.Emydoidea Elandingii
Lithobates palustris
Pediomelum esculentum
Sctophaga cerulea
Shrub-carr
Southern sedge meadow
Spiranthes ovalis \.far. erostella.ta

Thamnophis radix




{I'IN RSE (includes parts of Arena and Brighsun Townships

: Group

~Frog

- Snail

Plant

- Plant
Communi'ry
Community
- Bird

~Frog

| .Co.mmun.i‘ry
Coinmunit.y
Bird
Community

Community

Federal
Status

. ~Community .

. ~Community

: Turtle

Wi
- Status

END
SCN
_END
THR
NA
NA
THR
scH
NA
NA
 THR
NA
N
NA
- NA
END

(17N R6E (Vermont Township

Group

. Plant

Bee

~Plant
~Plant
Community
~Community

- Mammal

Federal

© Status

14}
Status

END
SCN
END
e
NA
NA

SC/N

Common Name

Blanchard's Cricket Frog

. Broad-banded Forestsnail
Purple Milkweed
Pinnatifid Spleenwort
Dry C.kiff

Dry Prairic

| Aéadian Flycatcher
Pickerel Frog

Oak Barrens

Pine Relict

Hooded Warbler

. Southern Dry-mesie Forest
Sbuﬂlern Mesic Forest
Sbuthern Sedge Meadow
Stream--Fast, Hard, Cold

Ormate Box Turtle

Commnion Name

: Purple Milkweed

- Rusty-patched Bumble Bece
Smooth-sheathed Sedge

- Drooping Sedge

Dry Prairie .
Forested Scep

'~ Prairic Vole

Scientific Name

- Acris blanchardi
Allogona profunda

- Asclepias purpurascens

A.splt.:h.imﬁ pinllatiﬁdtlnl

: Dry cliff |

| Dry prairic

Empidoﬁﬁx virescens

Lithobates palustris

: Qak barrens

- Pine relict
Scto.phaga .Citrina. |

_ Southern dry-mesic forest

E Southern mesic fbrcst
Southern scdge meadow
Streamn--fast, hard, cold

Terrapene ornata

© Scientific Name

Asclepias purpurascens

Bombus affinis

Carcx la.évivagin.ata
Carex prasina

Dry prairie
Forested seep

Microtus ochrogaster




Group

Mamimal
Plant
Community
Plant

Plant
Snake
.~Plant

* Plant

: Plant

(T7N R7L (Cross Plains Township

" Federal
Status

wi

Status

SC/N
SC
NA
SC

e
- SC/p
END
sc
sC

- Nodding Rattlesnake-root
. Heart-leaved Skullcap

Group

Bird
~Dragonfly
Plant

Bee

Moth

~ Snake
Cdmmunity
Butterfly

. Butterfly
~F1‘0g
Mzﬁmﬁai |
Mammal
Planf

: Plant
Moth

Plant

- Federal
Status

SOC

W
. Status

THR
- SCN
THR
SN
- SC/N
sc/p
NA

SO
END
Scm
SON
SN
0

THR

- SC/N

sc

Common Name

Woodland Vole

Prairic False-dandelion
Oak Opening

Broad Beech Fern
Prairie Fame-flower

Gophersnake

October Lady's-tresses

Common Name

Henslow's Sparrow

Springwater Dancer

Woolly Milkweed

5 Rusty-patched Bumble Bee
Abbreviated Underwing Moth
5. Nor.th Amcrican Racer

: Dry Prairie -

- Columbine Duéky .Wing

' Ottoc Skipper

- Pickerel Frog

~ Prairie Vole

- Woodland Vole

Prairi¢c Falsc-dandelion

: .Pra.iric l.)arslcy

- Leadplant Flower Moth

Heart-leaved Skulleap

- Scientific Name

Microtus pinctorum
Nothocalais cuspidata
Oak opening

Phegopteris hexagonoptera

Phemeranthus rugospermus
-~ Pituophis catenifer
Prenanthes crepidinea

* Scutellaria ovata ssp. ovata

: Spiranthes ovalis var. erostellata

- Scientific Name

- Ammodramus henslowii
Ai‘gia plana
Asclepias lanuginosa
Bombus afﬁms -
Catocala abbreviatella

. Coluber constrictor

Dry prairie

Erynnis ueilius

Hesperia ottoe

Lithobates. palustris
Microtus ochrogaster
Microtus pinetorum
Nothocalais cuspidata
Polytaenia nuttallii
Schinia lucens

Scutellaria ovata ssp. ovata




Group

Bird
Bird
Commﬁnity
Community

~Snake

Federal
- Status

wi
Status

- THR
THR
NA
NA
som

(T7N R8E (Middleton Township

Group

~Fish
Plant
Plant
Bee
~Plant

i ~Plant

Federal
Status

- ~Community

: ~Turtle
- ~Dragonfly
. Plant

- Mammal ;

- ~Fish
i ~Moth
¢ Plant

~Community

Community

~Community |

~Community

~Community

Turtle

Wi
- Status

e
THR
END
SON
e
sC
NA
serp
SON
sc
SO
 THR
END
END
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
. END

- Common Name

Ccrulean Warblér

I-Iobded Warbler

Southdﬁ Dry Forest
Southern Dry-mcsic Forest

. Plains Gartersnake

© Common Name

' Lake Sturgcon |
Rblindstean Foxglove
Purple Milkweed

- Rusty-patched Burmble Bee
: Ropc Dodder

Knotweed Dodder
Emergent Marsh

- Blanding's Turtle

Swamp Darner

Azurc Bluets

Prairie Vole

- Pugnose Shiner

: Silphium Borer Moth
* Hairy Wild Petunia

Shrub-carr

. Southern Dry-mesic Forest

Southern Sedge Meadow

- Springs and Spring Runs, Hard
- Stream--Fast, Hard, Warm

. Ornate Box Turtle

Scientific Name

Setophaga cerulea
Sctophaga citrina
Southern dry forcsf
Southern dry-inesic forest

Thamnophis radix

. Scientific Name

Acipenscr fulvescens
Agalinis gattingeri
Asclcpias purpurascens
Bombus affinis

. Cuscuta glomerata
Cusecuta polygonorum
Emergent marsh

. Emydoidea blandingii
Epiacschna heros
Houstonia cacrulca

| Microtus ochrogaster
Notropis anogenus

' Papaipema silphii
Ruellia humilis

- Shrub-carr

- Southern dry-mesic forest
- Southern sedge meadow
Springs and spring runs, hard
Stream--fast, hard, warm

Terrapene ornata




Grou :
P - Status

~8nake

Federal W/
Status -

- Common Name

- SC/H Plains Gartersnake

(T6N RIE (includes parts of Highland and Eden Townships

e ol Federal
: P Status
- Conununity

- Plant

Wi

Status Common Name
NA Dry Prairie
S5C Nodding Pogonia

 Scientific Numne

- Thammnophis radix

. Scientific Name

Dry prairie

Triphora trianthophora

{ToN IR2L (includes pares of Highland, Kden, Linden and Dodgeville Townships

Federal
Status

Group
~Frog
~Dragonfly
Plant

' Bird
~Turtle |
o
Community
' Plant
Community

- Community

Turtle

W

END

- Status Common Name
- END Blaﬁchard's Crickc.t Frog.
. SC/N Springwater Dancer
. SC Prairie Indian-plantain
: THR Acadian Flycatcher
SC/P Blanding's Turtle
. SC/H. Pickerel Frog
NA . Moist Cliff
SC. Pr.aii‘ic F am.c-ﬂowc.r
NA Southern Dry-mesic Forest
- NA Southern Mesic Forest
Ornate Box Turtle

(T6N R3E (includes part of Dodeeville Township

Grou  Federal
P - Status
~Frog '

Plant

7]

Status Commion Name
END . Blanchard's Cricket Frog

. THR Roundstem Foxglove

¢ Scientific Newne

- Acris .blanchardi

Argia plana

Arnoglossum plantagiﬁcum
Empidonax vircscens
Emydoidea blandingiir
Lithobates palustris
 Moist cliff

Pﬁemerénthus rugospenﬁus
- Southern dry-mesic forest
So.uthcru mesic forest

- Terrapene ornata

Scientific Name

Acris blanchardi

. Agalinis gattingeri




Group
Bird
QDragonﬂy

Plant

- Community

Bird

Plant
~Frog
Community
~Fish

Plant

. Community
- Bird
Commﬁnity
Butterfly
Turtle |

' Bird

(ToN RA4E (includes parts of Dodgeville and Rideeway Townshins

Federal
- Status

SOC

i
- Status

THR
- SC/N
s
NA
THR
e
- SC/H
NA
END
NA
' THR
NA
END
END
- THR

- Common Name

* Henslow's Sparrow

Springwater Dancer
Prairie Indian-plantain
Dry Prairie |
Acadian Flycétcher

Violet Bush-clover

_ Pickcerel Frog
 Moist Cliff
Slender Madtom
Prairie Turnip

f Pine Relict

Cerulcan Warbler
Southern Mcsic Forest

Regal Fritillary

Ornatc Box Turtle

Bell's Vireo

- Group

- ~Frog
Bird
~Plant
Plant
Connnﬁﬁity
Bird

~Frog
Community

Bird

Federal
. Status

- soc

- 50C

Wi
Status

END

THR
END
- THR
NA

THR
SC/H
NA

THR

: Common Nante

| Blanchard's Cricket Frog

Henslow's Sparrow
Schweinitz's Sedge

Hill's Thistle

- Dry Cliff
Acadian Flycatcher
Pickerel Frog

* Pine Relict

Cerulean Warbler

Scientific Nawme

Ammodramus hcns;lowii
- Argia plana
- Arnoglossum plantagineum
Dry prairie
Empidonax virescens

- Lespedeza violacca

Lithobates palustris
Maist cliff

Noturus exilis

- Pediomelum esculentum
Ping relict

. Setophaga ccrulca
Southern mesic forest

Speyeria idalia

Tetrapenc ornata

Vireo bellii

Scientific Name

- Acris blanchardi
- Ammodramus henslowii
Carex schweinitzii
 Cirsium hillii
Dry cliff
Empidonax virescens
Lithobates palustris
- Pine relict

Setophaga cerulea




Group Fecfeml
: Status
Bird

Community

Mammal

- Turtle

- Wi

Status

THR
- NA

SC/N

;END

Common Nanie

Hooded Warbler
. Southern Dry-mesic Forcst
Franklin's Ground Squirrel

Ornate Box Turtle

(TGN R5E {includes part of Brigham Township

Federal
Status

Graup

| Leafhopper ‘
Bird SOC
Plant :
Plant

Plant

. Bird

Bee :
Plant
~Plant |
 Plant s0C
~Plant |
Community
Community

Plant

- Bird

Snail

Snail :
Leéﬂmppcr

Bird S0C
* Plant LT

- ~Frog

wi
Status

END

THR

SC

~ THR
END
" THR
- SC/N
END
 END
" THR
" THR

NA
NA
THR
THR
THR
THR

SCN
- END
END
- SC/H

Common Name

. Red-tailed Prairie Leafthopper
I—lcnsl.ow'.s Spar.row | -
- Prairic Indian-plantain
Woolly Milkweed

| Purple Milkweed

~ Upland Sandpiper

Rusty-patched Bumble Bee
Prairic Duncwort
Smooth-sheathed Sedge
Flill's Thistle

White Lady's-slipper

Dry Prairie

~ Dry-mesic Prairie

: Paie Pumple Coneflower
* Acadian Flycatcher
Wing Snagglctooth
Cherrystone Drop

A Leathopper |
Loggerhead Shrike

- Prairie Bush Clover

Pickerel Frog

Scientific Nane

Setophaga citrina
Southern dry-mesic forest
Spermophilus franklinii

Terrapene ornata

Scientific Name

Aflexia rubranura

_ Aﬁunodranms hcnslowii

- Armoglossum plantagincum
Asclepias lanuginosa

© Asclepias purpurascens
Bartramia longicauda

. Bombus affinis

: Botrychium campestre

Carex laevivaginata

Cirsium hillit
Cypripedium candidum

Dry prairie

Dry-mesic prairie

Echinacca pallida

Empidonax virescens

_ Gastrocopta procera

* Hendersonia occulta

-~ Kansendria kansiensis

* Lanius ludovicianus

- Lespedeza leptostachya

- Lithobates palustris




Federal
. Status

Group

~ Community
Plant

Plant

Plant
~Plant
Moth

Bird .

- Bird
Community
Butterfly
Bird

Bird

(T6N R6E (Blue Mounds ‘Fownship

W
- Status

NA
' sC

SC
END
END
SC/N
THR
THR
NA

END
- SC/M
- THR

Federal
- Status

Group
Leathopper :
 Bird - soc
Plant :
Plant
Plant
Bird
Bird

- Plant
.~Plant :
Plant - soc
éCommunity :

' Bird

~Turtle

7

Status
END
THR
SC
THR
END

soM
" THR
CEND
-

" THR

NA
THR
SC/p

Common Name

Mesic Prairie

Prairie Turnip

- Prairie Fame-flower

* Rough Rattlesnake-root

; Noddillg Rattlesnake-root |
| Leadplant Flower Moth
Cemlean Warbler.

Hooded Warbler

Southern Dry-mesic Forest
Regal Fritillary

~ Western Meadowlark

| Bell's Virco

Conmion Name

Red-tailed Prairie L(.:afhopp.cr )
- Henslow's Sparrow

- Prairie Indian-plantain
Woolly Milkweed
Purple Milkweed

| Long-carcd Owl

Upland Sandpiper
Pl‘aﬁic D[mc.\\.rort
Drooping Sedge
Hill's Thistle
Dry Prairie

Acadian Flycatcher

~ Blanding's Turtle

. Scientific Name

. Mesic prairie

Pediomelum esculentum
Phemeranthus rugospermus

Prenanthes aspera

* Prenanthes crepidinea
Schinia lucens

. | .Setéphaga cerulea

. Setophaga citrina

- Southcrn dry-mesic forest

Speyeria idalia

Sthrnella néglecfa |

: Vireo bellii

Scientific Name

Aflexia rubranura

Ammodramus henslowii

- Amoglossum plantagineum
: Asclepias lanuginosa
Asclepias purpuraseens

- Asio otus

- Bartramia longicauda

* Botrychium campestre

Carex prasina
Cirsium hillii

Dhy prairie
Empidonax virescens

Emydoidea blandingii
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- Bird
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' Snake
Leafhopper
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- Community
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Buttei‘ﬂy
;Sllake
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(T6N R7E (Springdale Township

. Federal
. Status

- S0C
LT

- Wr
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e
SC/N
SCN

END
END
SC/N
SC
SC

SC/p

SC/N
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THR

NA

NA
 END
s
THR

Group
Bird
Plant
- ~Turtle

Plant

Federal
Status

SOC

Wi
- Status

- THR

' SC

sop
SC

Common Name

Twinleaf

A Leathopper

A Leafthopper
Loggerhcad Shrike
Prairie Bush Clover

A Planthopper

~ Prairie Turnip

Broad Bcech Fern
Gophersnake

A Leathopper
Heart—lea\‘fed Skulleap
Cernlean Warbler

. Southern Dry-mesic Forest

Southern Mesic Forest
Regal Eritillary

Plains Gartersnake

Bell's Virco

Conmmon Name

. Henslow's Sparrow
. Wilcox's Panic Grass
Blanding's Turtle

. Prairie Turnip

. Scientific Name

Jeffersonia diphylla

Kansendria kansiensis

: Lacvicephalus vannus

. Lanius ludovicianus
Lespedeza leptostachya
Myndus ovatus
Pediomeclum csculentum
Phegopteris hexagonoptera

: Pituophis catenifer

Prairiana cinerea

Scutcliaria ovata ssp. ovata

Setophaga ccrulca

Southern dry-mesic forest

- Southern mesic forest
Speyeria idalia
Thanmnophis radix

Vireo bellit

_ Scientific Name

Ammeodramus henslowii
Dichanthelivm wilcoxianum
Emydoidea blandingii

Pediomelum esculentum




(TSN R2E (includes parts of Linden and Mineral Point Townshins

Federal Wi

Group . Status Status Common Name 5 Scientific Name

~Frog END Blanchard's Cricket Frog Acris b.iz.mchardi |

Bir.d sS0C THR Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii
‘ ;F.ish THR (.)zark. Minnow Notropis nubilus |
. ~Fish ~ END Slendé.r Madtdm  Noturus exilis

{T5N R3LE (includes parts of Dodeeville and Mincral Point Townships

Federal Wi

Group Status - Status Common Name Scientific Name
Bird - S0OC : THR Henslow's Sparrow . o Anﬁnodramus henslowii
-~ Bird § THR Upland Sandpiper | Bartramia longicauda
‘ Piant : THR Pale Purple Coneflower Echinacea pallida |
~Fish END Slender Madtom Noturus cxilis
Plant | SC - Pale Beardtongue Penstemon pall.i.dus | |

.WI Status: Protection category designated by the DNR

;END = endangered

:THR = threatened

.SC = special concern®

;SC/P = fully protected

;SC/N = no laws regulating use, possession, or harvesting

;SC/H = take regulated by cstablishment of open closed seasons

SC/M = fully protected by federal and state laws under the Migratory Bird Act

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and federal regulations regarding special concern species®

range from full protection to no protection. Special concern species are those spceics about which some

problem of abundance or distribution is suspceted but not yet proved. The main purposc of this category
s to focus attention on certain specics before they become threatencd or cndangered

Federal Status: Fcderal protection status designated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviec's Endangercd
.Species Program indicating the biological status of a species in Wisconsin

;LT = listed threatened

SOC = species of concern™®

Federal specics of concern atre those specics that may be in need of concentrated conservation actions, *
which vary depending on the hcalth of the populations and degrec and types of threats. They receive no
legal protection and are not necessarily specics that will eventually be proposed for listing as threatened
©or endangered




From: ]
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal Hickory Creek EIS

Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 10:50:20 AM
Hello

Please include this letter in the Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS

My friends-Gary and Nancy Cox- bought their family's property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Their 40 acres -
which includes the only upland nesting cover for the wetland below them- lie within the Driftless Area. They have been
stewarding it very carefully; establishing native prairie, using organic methods as they garden, doing all they can - as they
respect and honor this unique area. Nancy is a visual artist and she has done countless paintings celebrating the beauty there.

Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that property owners there have this gorgeous and
environmentally sensitive land threatened by ATC's proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines.

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use their roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an
increasingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks
will negatively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination.

I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small
tributaries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these
streams in recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and
browns depend on these sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a
variety of birds like wood ducks, mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver,
muskrats, fox and weasels are frequently seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could
easily cause excessive runoff to these streams and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creek
that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the
Midwest, Montanta, California, Pennsylvannia and New York.

While fishing these creeks Gary often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endangered species.

Reptiles like endangered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher,
Red-tailed Hawk, turkey, pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker,
Loggerhead Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerelean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary
Warbler, indigo bunting.

Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the
construction phase and subsequent maintenance work.

I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind
and solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost
both economically and environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-
voltage transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the
WI electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WI Siting Standards.. I see these lines as nothing but negative and
am firmly opposed.

Thank you.

Sincerely,



Mary Clay
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SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Dr.

Suite 207

Bridgevilie, PA 15017

TO MAIL BACK, FOLD HERE AND TAPE BELOW (NO STAPLES PLEASE)

To help us keep our mailing list accurate and up-to-date, please check the boxes below that apply to your wishes.
Thank you for your assistance.

[} Please add my name to the mailing list.
[ Please withhold my name and/or address from the public record (see disclaimer below).
[ ] 1 prefer to be updated by email.

Name: \( ab&l\»e.c\fp G(lc.ug\f% 'S \>

Organization (if any):

Address:

City/Stat

Email address:

Please note: Before including your address, tetephone number, clectronic mail address, or other personal identifving information in your
comments, you should be aware that your entire conunent (including your personal identifying information) may be made publicly availabte at
any time. Although you can ask us in your comments to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee
that we wit] be able to do so.




Public Scoping Period Comment Card
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service

You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS} is developed. Feel fiee to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you ean submit comments via email to:
commentsi@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017.
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Public Scoping Period Comment Card
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transm155|9 Line Project
U.S. Department of Agrichlture Rural Utilities Service

You are invited to participate in the. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal- Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel free to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit comments via email to:
comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017.
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From: Conway. Keri L

To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Driftless region power lines
Date: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 4:40:53 PM

| am writing to you oppose the idea of running the high voltage power lines through our
beautiful countryside of the Driftless region near Wyoming Valley. | have lived in my home
for 30 years and would be very disturbed to look out my window and see these enormous
metal structures. We have a beautiful rural community, having these massive structures
lining our roadsides, would completely ruin our homesteads that we have worked very

hard to make into what we call home. Please consider less damaging alternatives such
as upgrading existing low-voltage transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless
Area. | appreciate you doing whatever you can to keep the power lines from going
through our countryside. Thank you for your time.



From: Cook, David

To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
Subject: Cardinal-Hickory Creek line EIS
Date: Thursday, December 01, 2016 12:00:17 PM

| am writing to comment on the scoping of the Environmental Impact Statement that the Rural
Utilities Service will be preparing with respect to the transmission line referred by its
developers asthe | encourage you to address the following questions as part of the EIS.

Please consider the environmental impact in the broadest context, including geology, soils,
farm land & land use, vegetation, wildlife, special status species, surface/ groundwater,
wetlands & floodplains, cultural, historic & paleontology resources, air quality & noise,
socioeconomic & environmental justice issues, transportation, visual resources, and health &
safety.

Please consider the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and recreation,
farm and other business operations and property values.

The EIS should analyze whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives — new local
wind and solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response — would meet actual
electrical demand at alower cost both economically and environmentally.

Thank you for your careful consideration.

David Cook
Principal Architect
Structural & Architectural Evaluation

% Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY: This e-mail and any attachments is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C.
2510-2521 and may contain privileged, confidential, copyrighted, or other legally protected information. If you are not the intended
recipient, you may not use, copy, or retransmit this e-mail. If you have received this by mistake please notify us by return e-mail, then
delete.



My wife and 1 bought our property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Our 40 acres - which includes the only upland
nesting cover for the wetland below us — lie within the Driftless Area. We have been stewarding it very carefully; establishing native
prairie, using organic methods as we garden, doing all we can — as we respect and honor this unique area. She is a visuaj artist and
has done countless paintings celebrating the beauty here.

'Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that we property owners have this gorgeous and environmentally
sensitive land threatened by ATC’s proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines.

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use our roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it'’s becoming an increas-
ingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks will nega-
tively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination,

I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small tribu-
taries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these streams in
recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbosws and browns depend on these
sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a variety of birds like wood ducks,
mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver, muskrats, fox and weasels are frequent-
ly seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could easily cause excessive runoff to these streams
and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Farth Creek that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth
Creck is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the Midwest, Montanta, California, Pennsylvania and New York.

While fishing these creeks 1 often see insects like Karner Blue and Regat Fritillary that are an endangered species.

Reptiles like endangered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. 'The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher, Red-
tailed Hawk, turkey, pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks,

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker, Loggerhead
Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerulean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary Warbler,
indigo bunting.

Another arca of concern to these (ragile ecosystems is the possibitity of introduction of invasive species during the construction
phase and subsequent maintenance work.

I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind and solar
generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both economically and
environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading cxisting low-voltage transmission Jines or routing
lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the W1
electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WI Siting Standards.. Isee these lines as nothing but negative and am firmly

opposed.

Gary and Nancy Cox




My husband and I bought our property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Qur 40 acres - which includes the onty upland
nesting cover for the wetland below us- lie within the Driftless Area. We have been stewarding it very carefully; establishing native
prairie, using organic methods as we garden, doing all we can - as we respect and honor this unique area. I am a visual artist and
have done countless paintings celebrating the beauty here.

'Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that we property owners have this gorgeous and environmentally
sensitive land threatened by ATC’s proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines.

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use our roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an increas-
ingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks will nega-
tively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination,

1 am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small tribu-
taries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these streams in
recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and browns depend on these
sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a variety of birds like wood ducks,
mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver, muskrats, fox and weasels are frequent-
ly seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could casily cause excessive runoff to these streams
and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creck that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth
Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the Midwest, Montanta, California, Pennsylvania and New York.

While fishing these creeks my husband often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endangered species.

Reptiles like endangered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher, Red-
tailed Hawk, turkey, pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker, Loggerhead
Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerulean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonatary Warbler,
indigo bunting,

Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the construction
phase and subsequent maintenance work.

[ ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind and solar
generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both economically and
environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-voltage transmission lines or routing
lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the W1 elec-

trical power market, proposed routes conflict with W1 Siting Standards.. Isce these lines as nothing but negative and am FIRMLY
OPPOSED.
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Mail to: SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Dr. Suite 207, Bridgevitle, PA
15017

lLast Name Cw\ First Name é/’ﬂ"7
[1 Individualj{FamilyﬂBusiness[ ] Frequent

Visitor ,
email to:
ardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us

Years of residernce in area: or responsibilities assumed in my community:

1. | have marked impacts of concern regarding the high voltage transmission option:

Nass of Property Value L7 Losa/dieinishiod Environmental Loss of Tourism Related
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2. ltemized concerns | have about the high voltage transmission proposal:

Environmental Impacts | am concerned about (e.g. water bodies, animals, plants, Town/Municipalit
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Cultural and health impacts of concern (religion, historical assets, age, health Town/Municipalit
3. Energy Investment Priorities Agree | Disagree
a. | prefer investment in local, end-user improvements in energy efficiency and local
renewable energy over investments that create long term debt. 4
b. Investments intargeted energy efficiency, load management and distributed generation
such as solar-support at substations may be superior to investments in high voltage
transmission. The Rural Utility Service (RUS) EIS conducted for the Cardinal Hickory Creek P
proposal shouldinclude comprehensive cost-benefit analysis of these non-transmission line
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From: David Reinhart

To: Adrian Hogel
Subject: FW: Input regarding the ATC powerline
Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2017 4:54:29 PM

From: Matthew Co« I

Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2017 at 5:15 AM
To: David Reinhart <comments@-cardinalhickorycreekeis.us>
Subject: Input regarding the ATC powerline

Hello

Please include this letter in the Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS

My parents- Gary and Nancy Cox- bought our family's property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Our 40 acres -
which includes the only upland nesting cover for the wetland below us- lie within the Driftless Area. We have been stewarding
it very carefully; establishing native prairie, using organic methods as we garden, doing all we can - as we respect and honor
this unique area. My mother is a visual artist and she has done countless paintings celebrating the beauty there.

Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that we property owners have this gorgeous and
environmentally sensitive land threatened by ATC's proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines.

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use our roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an
increasingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks
will negatively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination.

I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small
tributaries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these
streams in recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and
browns depend on these sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a
variety of birds like wood ducks, mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver,
muskrats, fox and weasels are frequently seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could
easily cause excessive runoff to these streams and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creek
that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the
Midwest, Montanta, California, Pennsylvannia and New York.

While fishing these creeks my father often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endangered species.

Reptiles like endangered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher,
Red-tailed Hawk, turkey, pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker,
Loggerhead Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerelean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary
Warbler, indigo bunting.

Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the
construction phase and subsequent maintenance work.

I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind and
solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both
economically and environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-voltage



transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the
WI electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WT Siting Standards.. I see these lines as nothing but negative and
am firmly opposed

Sincerely,
Matthew Cox

Matthew
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2. ltemized concerns | have about the high voltage transmission proposal:

Environmental Impacts | am concerned about (e.g. water bodies, animals, plants,
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3. Energy Investment Priorities ~

Agree Disagree

a. 1prefer investment in local, end-user improvements in energy efficiency and local
renewable energy over investments that create long term debt.

b. Investments intargeted energy efficiency, load management and distributed generation
such as solar-support at substations may be superior to investments in high voltage
transmission. The Rural Utility Service (RUS) EIS conducted for the Cardinal Hickory Creek

proposal shouldinclude comprehensive cost-benefit analysis of these non-transmission line
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am aware that my comments and contact information may be included in the EIS report and confirm that only RUS may

end me email updates on Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project.







From: -
To: comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us

Subject: comment letter from property owner in Vermont Township, WI
Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 11:53:45 AM

Hello

Please include this letter in the Cardinal -Hickory Creek EIS

My husband and I bought our property in rural Vermont Township WI 21 years ago. Our 40 acres - which includes the only
upland nesting cover for the wetland below us- lie within the Driftless Area. We have been stewarding it very carefully;
establishing native prairie, using organic methods as we garden, doing all we can - as we respect and honor this unique area. I
am a visual artist and have done countless paintings celebrating the beauty here.

Three ice ages have not threatened the Driftless Area. It is ironic that we property owners have this gorgeous and
environmentally sensitive land threatened by ATC's proposal of huge ugly electric transmission powerlines.

But many besides property owners are concerned. Bikers use our roads as their routes. Tourism is growing, it's becoming an
increasingly important driver of economic growth. Transmission towers and lines that disrupt the scenic landscapes and parks
will negatively impact the desirability of this area as a tourist destination.

I am concerned about the impact the construction and maintenance of the power line will have on the cold water fisheries and
surrounding wetlands of the proposed route. East Branch of Blue Mounds, Elvers Creek and Vermont Creek and other small
tributaries would be affected. Wisconsin DNR has put in a considerable amount of time and taxpayer money improving these
streams in recent years which shows the state’s valuation of this resource. Native brook trout and planted rainbows and
browns depend on these sensitive cold water streams for survival. The surrounding wetlands are extensive and home to a
variety of birds like wood ducks, mallards, sandhill cranes, shorebirds, kingfisher, yellow warbler. Mammals like mink, beaver,
muskrats, fox and weasels are frequently seen here. Clearing a path for the powerline through the nearby upland woods could
easily cause excessive runoff to these streams and be detrimental to the fish that live there and the fish in Black Earth Creek
that are fed by these smaller tributaries. Black Earth Creek is a major tourist draw for the area bringing in anglers from the
Midwest, Montanta, California, Pennsylvannia and New York.

While fishing these creeks my husband often sees insects like Karner Blue and Regal Fritillary that are an endagered species.

Reptiles like endagered frogs and turtles are likely present here also. The surrounding open meadows host Least Flycatcher,
Red-tailed Hawk, turkey, pheasant, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Surrounding woods are home to Great Horned Owl, grey owls, pileated woodpecker, grouse Red-headed Woodpecker,
Loggerhead Shrike and American Woodcock.

Migrating birds that use this area on their way through: scarlet tanager, cerelean warbler, orioles, grossbeak, Prothonotary
Warbler, indigo bunting.

Another area of concern to these fragile ecosystems is the possibility of introduction of invasive species during the
construction phase and subsequent maintenance work.

I ask that an analysis be completed to determine whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives- new local wind and
solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response- would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both
economically and environmentally. Please consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-voltage
transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any genuine energy demand.

Decreased property value, higher monthly bills for rate payers for years to come, lack of need-supply exceeds demand in the
WI electrical power market, proposed routes conflict with WI Siting Standards.. I see these lines as nothing but negative and
am FIRMLY OPPOSED.

Nancy Cox
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Nancy Cox Artwork
Nancycoxartwork.com






Public Scoping Period Comment Card
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
U.S. Department of Agric_ultur,e'R:ural U;ti.lit_ies Service

You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed., Feel free to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit comments via emait to:

comments@CardimalHickoryCreekFIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017.
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- Public Scopmg Period Comment Card =0 Ja 09 217 &
Gardinal-Hickory Greek Transmission Line Project
~U.S. Department of Agricuiture Rural Utilities Service e

“You are mvued to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These
comments will be con51dered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel free to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit comments via email to:

cormnents@CardmalekoryCreekEIS us, The pubhc scoping period ends on Japuary 6, 2017.
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Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project

U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service \\

You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by veicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns related to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project. These -
comments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel fiee to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit commenits via email to:

comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017.
Letter 2.
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SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
200 Bursca Dr.

Suite 207

Bridgeville, PA 15017

Postage
Required

TO MAIL BACK, FOLD HERE AND TAPE BELOW (NO STAPLES PLEASE)

To help us keep our mailing list accurate and up-to-date, please check the boxes below that apply to your wishes,

Thank you for your assistance.

[[] Please add my name to the mailing list.
[ Please withhold my name and/or address from the public record (see disclaimer betow).
[11 prefer to be updated by email.

p—— g v

Name: < /] .
(\Iﬂ‘[/]/'/(p < \ ?\/\I {7’ <

Organization (if any):

Address:

City/State/Zi

Email addres®:

Please note: Before including your address, telephone number, eltectronic mail address, or other personal identifying information in your
comments, you should be aware that your entire comment (including your persenal identifying information) may be made publicly available at
any time. Although you can ask us in your comments to withhold your personal idemtifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee

that we will be able to do so.




Public Scoping Period Comment Card

Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service

You are invited to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by voicing your ideas,
suggestions, or concerns refated to the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transinission Line Project. These
comiments will be considered as the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is developed. Feel free to attach
additional sheets as needed. If you prefer, you can submit conments via email to:
comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us. The public scoping period ends on January 6, 2017.
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