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N 200 West 22nd Street, Suite 220
Lombard, llincis 60148
Tel 630.705.1762

WV, 5WEQ.COm
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

2136 Sound Science. Creative Solutions.”

October 14, 2016

Seth Moore

Environmental Review Coordinator
lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Subject: Notification of Rural Utilities Service Agency Scoping Meetings for the Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV
Transmission Line Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Seth Moore,

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (RUS) will host agency scoping meetings on October
31 and November 3, 2016 to solicit comments for the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV electric
transmission line that would extend approximately 125 miles, connecting Dane County, Wisconsin, and
Dubuque County, lowa (see enclosed map). More specifically, the line would originate in the Hickory Creek
Substation in lowa and terminate at the Cardinal Substation in Wisconsin. In addition, a new intermediate
345/138 kV substation would be constructed near the Village of Montfort, in either Grant or lowa County.
The RUS is hosting the meetings to obtain feedback as part of the federal review process required by the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), to be used to prepare the draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the proposed project. You are invited to attend one of two meetings to provide input. The meeting
details are listed below. The content covered at each meeting will be the same, so your attendance is only
requested at one location. Those unable to attend in person are encouraged to attend via conference call on
Thursday, November 3.

Date Time Venue Conference Call Access
October 31, 2016 10:00am - noon Peosta Community Center No call is available

7896 Burds Road
Peosta, IA 53068
November 3, 2016 10:00am - noon Madison Marriott West Dial: 866-740-1260
Greenway Room Access code: 6030811
1313 John Q Hammons Crive
Middleton, WI 53562
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Sound Science. Creative Solutions.”

If you are not able to attend the agency scoping meetings, or if you are also interested in participating in the
public scoping process, RUS also will be holding public scoping meetings at the times and locations listed
below.

Date Location Time Venue
October 31, 2016 Peosta, lowa 3:00-6:00 p.m. Peosta Community Center

7896 Burds Road

Peosta, |A 53068

November 1, 2016 Cassville, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m. Cassville Middle School Cafeteria
715 E. Amelia Street

Cassville, WI 53806

November 2, 2016 Dodgeville, Wisconsin | 4:00-7:00 p.m. Dodgeville Middle School Cafeteria
951 Chapel Street

Dodgeville, W1 53533

November 3, 2016 Middleton, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m. Madison Marriott West

1313 John Q Hammons Drive
Middletan, WI 53562

The Utilities have tentatively identified two potential transmission line corridors, the “West” and the “South”
corridors, as well as several subroutes, as part of their siting studies. These siting studies have been
summarized in reports prepared by the Utilities and will be posted to the RUS project website for your review:

e Macro-Corridor Study (MCS)
¢ Alternative River Crossings Analysis (ACA)
e Alternative Evaluation Study (AES)

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Dennis Rankin at 202-720-1953 or at

dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov. Additional information about the project, including project reports, can be found at
the following websites:

http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/environmental-studies/impact-statements
http://wwmw.cardinal-hickorycreek.comy.

Sincerely,

Greg Poremba
Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS Project Manager
SWCA Environmental Consultants

Enclosure: Draft agenda for agency meeting
Map of proposed transmission line corridors
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Draft Agenda
Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project
Environmental Impact Statement
Rural Utilities Service

Agency Scoping Meetings

Welcome — Dennis Rankin (RUS)

Introductions — Dennis Rankin (RUS)

Overview of project progress since previous meetings with agencies — Utilities
Agency coordination and Schedule — Dennis Rankin (RUS)

Potential issues of concern — SWCA Environmental Consultants

Summary of meeting and action items — SWCA Environmental Consultants
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Kathy Gourley

State Historical Preservation Office
Historical Society of lowa

300 E. Locust Street

Des Moines, |IA 50319

Kelly Stone
Floodplain

lowa Department of Natural Resources

502 East Sth Street
Des Moines, IA 50319

Joe Griffin

Stormwater

lowa Department of Natural Resources

502 East Sth Street
Des Moines, IA 50319

Bryan Bradley

Traffic and Safety

lowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way

Ames, IA 50010

Pamela Schuler

Ice Age National Scenic Trail
National Park Service

700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 100
Madison, Wl 53711

Seth Moore

Conservation and Recreation Division
lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Kelly Poole

Sovereign Lands

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Christine Schwake

Water Quality

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Jim Sundermeyer
Utilities Division

lowa Utilities Board
1375 E. Court Avenue
Des Moines, |IA 50319

Adam Ingwell

Division of Energy Regulation

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
PO Box 7854

Madison, WI 53707
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Jim Lepinski

Division of Energy Regulation

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
PO Box 7854

Madison, Wl 53707

Wendy Frohlich

Rock Island District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Joseph Lundh

Mississippi River Project Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 534

Pleasant Valley, IA 52767

Donna Hardy

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Paul St. Louis

Rock Island District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Kevin Zidarich

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
810 Main Street

Muscatine, IA 52761

Jeff Nelson

Rock Island District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Donna Jones

Rock Island District, Regulatory Branch
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Todd Vesperman

St. Paul District, Regulatory Branch
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
20711 Watertown Road, Suite F
Waukesha, WI 53186

Nathan Wallerstedt

St. Paul District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700
St. Paul, MN 55101
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Kerrie Hauser

St. Paul District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1114 South Oak Street

La Crescent, MN 55947

Wendy Woyczik

Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

470 Cliff Haven Road

Prairie du Chien, WI 53821

Tom Melius

Midwest Region

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

5600 American Blvd West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437

Sabrina Chandler

Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

51 East 4th Street - Rm 106A

Winona, MN 55987

David R Siebert

Bureau of Environmental Analysis and Sustainability

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
101 S. Webster Street, PO Box 7921
Madison, WI 53707

Tim Yager

Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

51 East 4th Street - Rm 106A

Winona, MN 55987

Andrew Horton

Twin Cities Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4101 American Boulevard East

Bloomington, MN 55425

Kraig McPeek

Rock Island Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1511 47th Avenue

Moline, IL 61265

Charlie Blair

Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

5600 American Blvd West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437

Joshua A Brown

Bureau of Environmental Analysis and Sustainability

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
101 S. Webster Street, PO Box 7921
Madison, WI 53707
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Joey Shoemaker

Rock Island District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, WI 61204

Officer-in-Charge

USCGC Wyaconda (WLR-75403)
U.S. Coast Guard

60 E. First Street

Dubuque, IA 52001

Bob Fasick

Bureau of Highway Maintenance
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
PO Box 7986, Room 501

Madison, Wl 53705

Marilyn Weiss
Agricultural Impact Statements

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection

2811 Agriculture Drive
Madison, WI 53718

Kristen Lundh

Rock Island Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1511 47th Avenue

Moline, IL 61265

Jim Keefer

Chicago Airports District Office, CHI-ADO-600
Federal Aviation Administration

2300 E. Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

Mike Finkenbinder

Emergency Relief

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
PO Box 7910

Madison, Wl 53707

Alice Halpin
Agricultural Impact Statements

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection

2811 Agriculture Drive
Madison, Wi 53718
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Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project

Agency Scoping Meeting
October 31, 2016 - Peosta, lowa
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Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project
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Rural Development
Rural Utilities Service

1400 Independence
Ave SW, Room 2242
Stop 1571
Washington, DC
20250

Voice 202 720 1649
Fax 202.690.0649

USDA

=
_ United States Department of Agriculture

November 17, 2016

Kathy Gourley

Historical Society of lowa
300 E. Locust Street
Des Moines, I1A 50319

Subject: Notification of Additional Rural Utilities Service Public Scoping Meetings for the
Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Kathy Gourley,

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (RUS) will host public scoping
meetings, in an open house format, on December 6 and 7, 2016 to solicit comments for the
proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV electric transmission line that would extend
approximately 125 miles, connecting Dane County, Wisconsin, and Dubuque County, lowa (see
enclosed map). More specifically, the line would originate in the Cardinal Substation in
Wisconsin and terminate at the Hickory Creek Substation in lowa. In addition, a new
intermediate 345/138 kV substation would be constructed near the Village of Montfort, in either
Grant or lowa County.

The RUS is hosting the public meetings to obtain feedback on the scope of the environmental
review for the project as part of the federal environmental review process required by the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), to be used to prepare the draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the proposed project. The meeting details are listed below.

Date Location Time Address

December 6, 2016 Peosta, lowa 4:00-7:00 p.m. 7896 Burds Road
Peosta Community Center Peosta, IA 53068

December 7, 2016 Barneveld, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m. 401 West Industrial Drive
Deer Valley Lodge Barneveld, WI 53507

Public scoping meetings were previously held in lowa and Wisconsin on October 31-November
3, 2016. An additional meeting was added in lowa to meet notification requirements. Based on
public input, an additional meeting also was added in Wisconsin in order to give the public more
opportunities to review the project.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Dennis Rankin at 202-720-1953 or at
dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov. Additional information about the project, including project reports,
can be found at the following websites:

http://www.rd .usda.gov/publications/environmental-studiesfimpact-statements

http:#fwww.cardinal-hickorycreek.com/.

Sincerely,
; o )
/, \)\477&?_ AOremlra

Greg Poremba, Signatory on behalf of RUS
Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS Project Manager
SWCA Environmental Consultants

Enclosure
USDA is an equal opportunity pravider and employer

If you wish tofile a Civil Rights program complaint of discrmination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Corrplaint Form, found
online a http /s ascr usda.govicomplaint_filing_cust himl, or at any USDA office, or call (B66) 632-3382 to request the form. You may
also wwrite a letter containing all of the inforration requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or lester to us by mail at

U S, Depatment of Agrculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW. Washington, D C. 20250-94 10, by fax
(202) B90-7442 or email at program intake@usda gov
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Kathy Gourley

Archaeologist and Review Coordinator
Historical Society of lowa

300 E. Locust Street

Des Moines, |IA 50319

Kelly Stone

Floodplain Coordinator

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Joe Griffin

Stormwater Coordinator

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Bryan Bradley

State Utility Engineer

lowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way

Ames, IA 50010

Mary Tano

Outdoor Recreation Planner
National Park Service

700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 100
Madison, Wl 53711

Seth Moore

Environmental Review Coordinator
lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Kelly Poole

Endangered Species Coordinator

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Christine Schwake

Environmental Specialist

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Jim Sundermeyer
Utilities Engineer
lowa Utilities Board
1375 E. Court Avenue
Des Moines, |IA 50319

John Madden
Superintendent

National Park Service

700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 100
Madison, WI 53711

C-2



Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report — Volume IlI

Adam Ingwell

Environmental Issues

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
PO Box 7854

Madison, Wl 53707

Kevin Zidarich

Natural Resource Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
810 Main Street

Muscatine, IA 52761

Jeff Nelson

Real Estate Specialist

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Joseph Lundh

Environmental Review

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 534

Pleasant Valley, IA 52767

Donna Hardy

Project Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Jim Lepinski

Transmission Service Planning

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
PO Box 7854

Madison, Wl 53707

Wendy Frohlich

Biologist

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Annette Carter

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Donna Jones

Chief, Enforcement Section
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204

Todd Vesperman

Southeast Section Chief

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
250 N. Sunnyslope Rd., Suite 296
Brookfield, Wl 53005
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Paul St. Louis

Section 408 Coordinator/Section 10 Review

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004
Rock Island, IL 61204

Kerrie Hauser

Natural Resources Specialist
Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1114 South Oak Street

La Crescent, MN 55947

Wendy Woyczik

McGregor District Assistant Manager
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

470 Cliff Haven Road

Prairie du Chien, WI 53821

Tom Melius

Midwest Regional Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

5600 American Blvd West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437

Sabrina Chandler

Complex Manager

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
51 East 4th Street - Rm 106A
Winona, MN 55987

Nathan Wallerstedt

Section 408 Coordinator/Section 10 Review

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700
St. Paul, MN 55101

Tim Yager

Deputy Refuge Manager

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
51 East 4th Street - Rm 106A
Winona, MN 55987

Andrew Horton

Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4101 American Boulevard East

Bloomington, MN 55425

Kraig McPeek

Field Office Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1511 47th Avenue

Moline, IL 61265

Charlie Blair

Midwest Region Chief of Refuges
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

5600 American Blvd West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437

C-4



Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report — Volume IlI

Ellen Loechner

Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1511 47th Avenue

Moline, IL 61265

Joshua A Brown

Wetland and Waterway Permits

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

101 S. Webster Street, PO Box 7921
Madison, WI 53707

Kristen Lundh

Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1511 47th Avenue

Moline, IL 61265

Jack Gilbertsen

Federal Aviation Administration
2300 E. Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

Mike Finkenbinder

Program Manager

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
PO Box 7910

Madison, WI 53707

David R Siebert

Director

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
101 S. Webster Street, PO Box 7921
Madison, Wl 53707

Joey Shoemaker

Section 404 Review/lowa
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, Wl 61204

Officer-in-Charge
Officer-in-Charge
U.S. Coast Guard
60 E. First Street
Dubuque, IA 52001

Bob Fasick

Statewide Utility Accommodation Policy and Permits
Wisconsin Department of Transportation

PO Box 7986, Room 501

Madison, Wl 53705

Adam Schleicher

Utility Engineer

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
3550 Mormon Coulee Road

La Crosse, Wl 54601
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Marilyn Weiss Sara Walling

Agriculture Impact Analyst Agriculture Impact Analyst

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection Protection

2811 Agriculture Drive 2811 Agriculture Drive

Madison, W| 53718 Madison, WI 53718

Don Tormey Kathy Kowal

Communications Manager U.S. EPA, Region 5

lowa Utilities Board 77 W. Jackson Blvd, Mail Code: E-19)

1375 E. Court Avenue, Room 69 Chicago, IL 60604

Des Moines, IA O

Chip Brown

Wisconsin Historical Society
816 State Street

Madison, W1 53706
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Appendix D:
Tribal Scoping Letters and Mailing List
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USDA

= ——
— United States Department of Agriculture

October 17, 2016

Tribal Administrator Stephanie Crowder
Bah Kho-je - lowas of Oklahoma
335588 E 750 Road

Perkins, OK 74059

RE: Scoping Meeting Invitation for the Proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line
Project, from Dubuque, lowa to Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Tribal Administrator Stephanie Crowder:

The Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an agency within the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),
intends to prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Cardinal-Hickory Creek
Transmission Line Project. The proposed project is a new, approximately 90- to 125-mile, 345-
kilovolt (kV) transmission line between Dubuque County, lowa, and Dane County, Wisconsin
(please see the enclosed map). The proposed project is a joint initiative of three transmission
utilities in lowa and Wisconsin: Dairyland Power Cooperative, American Transmission
Company; and ITC Midwest LLC. Additional information about the project, including available

project reports, can be found here: hitp:/Avww .rd.usda.gov/publications/environmental-
studies/impact-statements and http://www.cardinal-hickorycreek.com/.

Dairyland Power Cooperative intends to request financial assistance from the RUS to fund its
anticipated ownership interest in the transmission line portion of the project, which will represent
9% of the total project investment. Federal funding from the RUS is the federal nexus, which
requires the proposed project to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) prior
to right-of-way acquisition and construction. RUS is the designated lead Federal agency for the
NEPA review process.

If RUS elects to fund this application, it will become an undertaking subject to review under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its implementing
regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. Pursuantto 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations,
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket
delegation to its borrowers to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review. In accordance
with this blanket delegation, [Dairyland and its environmental consultant-SWCA Environmental
Consultants] is initiating Section 106 review on behalf of RUS. In delegating this authority, RUS
is advocating for the direct interaction between its Electric Program borrowers and Indian tribes.
RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct agency involvement, will support and encourage the
consideration of impacts to historic properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project
planning. In accordance with 36 CFR §800.2{a)2), the regulations implementing Section 106 of
the NHPA, the RUS will serve as the Lead Agency for purposes of Section 106 review.

USOA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you wish tofile a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Corrplaint Form, found
onling a http: /i ascr usda govicomplaint_filing_cust himl, or at any USDA office, or call (B66) 632-9382 to request the form. You may
also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S
Department of Agricutture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW. Washington, D.C. 20250-8410, by fax (202)
B690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov
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The RUS is initiating the public scoping process for the draft EIS, and invites you to attend the
open house meetings at the following locations and times.

Date Location Time Venue

October 31, 2016 Peosta, lowa 3:00-6:00 p.m. Peosta Community Center

7896 Burds Road

Peosta, |A 53068

November 1, 2016 | Cassville, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m. Cassville Middle School Cafeteria
715 E. Amelia Street

Cassville, WI| 53806

November 2, 2016 | Dodgeville, Wisconsin | 4:00-7:00 p.m. Dodgeville Middle School Cafeteria
951 Chapel Street

Dodgeville, WI 53533

November 3, 2016 | Middleton, Wisconsin 4:00—-7:00 p.m. Madison Marriott West

1313 John Q Hammons Drive
Middleton, W| 53562

At this time, we are respectfully requesting that you review the enclosed information and provide
your input regarding general locations of cultural properties or other resources important to you
in the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Study Area. The RUS will be sending additional future mailings to
initiate further discussions regarding the proposed project. Cultural resources are among the
important resources that will be addressed during preparation of the EIS for the proposed
transmission line project. The RUS wants to ensure that any important cultural and natural
resources and that are located within the project area are considered in any decision-making
regarding the project.

We look forward to discussing the project with the Bah Kho-je - lowas of Oklahoma, should you
wish to engage. If you have any questions regarding the project, or require any additional
information, please contact the RUS Project Manager, Dennis Rankin, Environmental Protection
Specialist, at 202-720-1953 or dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov or myself, Greg Poremba, at 206-
781-1909 or gporemba@swca.com.

Sincerely,

Greg Poremba, Signatory on behalf of RUS
Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS Project Manager
SWCA Environmental Consultants

Enclosure:  Map of proposed transmission line corridors
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Rural Development
Rural Utilities Service

1400 Independence
Ave SW, Room 2242
Stop 1571
Washington, DC
20250

Voice 202 720 1649
Fax 202.690.0649

USDA

=
_ United States Department of Agriculture

November 17, 2016

Tribal Administrator Stephanie Crowder
Bah Kho-je - lowas of Oklahoma
335588 E 750 Road

Perkins, OK 74059

RE: Second Scoping Meeting Invitation for the Proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission
Line Project, from Dubuque, lowa to Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Tribal Administrator Stephanie Crowder:

The Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an agency within the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),
intends to prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Cardinal-Hickory Creek
Transmission Line Project. The proposed project is a new, approximately 90- to 125-mile, 345-
kilovolt (kKV) transmission line between Dubuque County, lowa, and Dane County, Wisconsin
(please see the enclosed map). The proposed project is a joint initiative of three transmission
utilities in lowa and Wisconsin: Dairyland Power Cooperative, American Transmission Company;
and ITC Midwest LLC. Additional information about the project, including available project
reports, can be found here: http //www.rd.usda.qov/publications/environmental-studiesfimpact-
statements and http/Awww.cardinal-hickorvereek.com/.

Dairyland Power Cooperative intends to request financial assistance from the RUS to fund its
anticipated ownership interest in the transmission line portion of the project, which will represent
9% of the total project investment. Federal funding from the RUS is the federal nexus, which
requires the proposed project to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) prior
to construction. RUS is the designated lead Federal agency for the NEPA review process.

If RUS elects to fund this application, it will become an undertaking subject to review under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its implementing
regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. Pursuantto 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations,
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970). In accordance with 36 CFR
§800.2(a)(2), the regulations implementing Section 106 of the NHPA, the RUS will serve as the
Lead Agency for purposes of Section 106 review.

The RUS has initiated the public scoping process for the draft EIS, and invites you to attend the
second set of public scoping meetings at the following locations and times.

Date
December 6, 2016

Location
Peosta, lowa

Venue
Peosta Community Center
7896 Burds Road
Peosta, IA 53068
Deer Valley Lodge
401 West Industrial Drive
Barneveld, Wl 53507

Time
4:00-7:00 p.m.

December 7, 2016 | Barneveld, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m.

USDOA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you wish tofile a Civil Rights program complaint of discnmination, cormplete the USDA Program Discrimination Corrplaint Form, found
online a hitp /vy ascr.usda.govicomplaint_filing_cust himl, or at any USDA office, or call (B66) 632-9382 to request the form. You rray
also vrite a letter containing 2l of the informabion requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at

U S, Departrnent of Agnculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, D.C. 20250-84 10, by fax
(202) B30-7442 or email at program intake@usda goy
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Hickory Creek Study Area. The RUS will be sending additional future mailings to initiate further
discussions regarding the proposed project.

Cultural resources are among the important resources that will be addressed during the preparation of the
EIS for the proposed transmission line project. The RUS wants to ensure that any important cultural and
natural resources that are located within the project area are considered in any decision-making
regarding the project.

In accordance with 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, “Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7
CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket delegation to its borrowers, (Dairyland and its environmental
consultant-SWCA Environmental Consultants), to initiate and proceed through NEPA and Section 106
review. In doing so in accordance with 36 CFR 800.8(a)(1) of the regulations, RUS is streamlining NEPA
and Section 106 responsibilities to engage tribes as early as possible in the process through our
borrowers and their consultant. RUS believes this engagement will support and encourage the
consideration of impacts to cultural resources under NEPA and historic properties under Section 106
early in the project planning process.

We look forward to discussing the project with the Bah Kho-je - lowas of Oklahoma. If you have any
questions regarding the project, or require any additional information, please contact the RUS Project
Manager, Dennis Rankin, Environmental Protection Specialist, at 202-720-1953 or

dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.qgov or me, Greg Poremba, at 206-781-1909 or gporemba@swca.com.

Sincerely,

Pd 5/\7«? /@Wé“

Greg Poremba, Signatory on behalf of RUS
Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS Project Manager
SWCA Environmental Consultants

Enclosure: Map of proposed transmission line corridors
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Tribal Administrator Stephanie Crowder
Bah Kho-je - lowas of Oklahoma
335588 E 750 Road

Perkins, OK 74059

Chairperson Harold "Gus" Frank
Forest County Potawatomi
5416 Everybody's Road
Crandon, WI 54520

Chairperson James William Jr.

Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
N4698 US 45

Watersmeet, M| 49969

THPO William Quackenbush

Ho-Chunk / Winnebago Nation of Wisconsin
W9814 Airport Road, Tribal Office Building
Black River Falls, Wl 54615

Chairperson Gary Besaw

Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
PO Box 910

Keshena, Wi 54135

Chairperson Wally Dupuis

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
1720 Big Lake Road

Cloguet, MN 55720

Chairperson Michael Isham

Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
13394 N. Round Lake School Road

Hayward, WI 54843

President Joni Greendeer

Ho-Chunk / Winnebago Nation of Wisconsin
W9814 Airport Road, Tribal Office Building
Black River Falls, W| 54615

Chairperson John Blackhawk
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
100 Bluff Street, PO Box 687
Winnebago, NE 68071

Chairperson Judith Bender

Meskwaki Nation - Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in
lowa

349 Meskwaki Road
Tama, IA 52339

D-7
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Chairperson Brigette Robidoux

Ne ma ha ha ki - Sac and Fox Nation in Missouri
305 North Main Street

Reserve, KS 66434

Chairperson Liana Onnen
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
16281 Q Road

Mayetta, KS 66509

Tribal Chair Bryan Bainbridge

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
88385 Pike Road

Bayfield, WI 54814

THPO Sandra Massey

Sa ki wa ki - Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma
920883 S. Hwy 99 Bldg. A

Stroud, OK 74079

Chairperson Lewis Taylor

St. Croix Band Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin
24663 Angeline Avenue

Webster, WI 54893

Chairperson Wes Martin Jr.
Oneida Nation of Wisconsin
N7210 Seminary Road
Oneida, WI 54155

President Shelley Buck

Prairie Island Indian Community Minnesota
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road

Welch, MN 55089

Principal Chief George Thurman

Sa ki wa ki - Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma
920883 S. Hwy 99 Bldg. A

Stroud, OK 74079

Chairperson Chris McGeshick

Sokaogon Chippewa Community Mole Lake Board
3051 Sand Lake Road

Crandon, WI 54520

President Shannon Holsey

Stockbridge Munsee Community of Wisconsin
N8476 MoHeConNuck Rd.

Bowler, Wl 54416
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Chairperson Robert Blanchard

Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribe
PO Box 39

Odanah, Wl 54861

Chairperson Henry Butch St. Germaine

Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians
PO Box 67

Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538

THPO George Strack
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
PO Box 1326

Miami, OK 74355

THPO Michael Blackwolf

Fort Belknap Indian Community
656 Agency Main Street
Harlem, MT 59526

Chairperson Tim Rhodd

lowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska
3345 B. Thrasher Rd.

White Cloud, KS 66094

Chairperson David Pacheco
Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma
PO Box 70

Mcloud, OK 74851

THPO Wesley Andrews

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
7500 Odawa Circle

Harbor Springs, MI 49740

Chairperson Lyman Guy
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma
PO Box 1330

Anadarko, OK 73005

D-9
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Appendix E:
Local Government Scoping Letters and Mailing List
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Rural Development
Rural Utilities Service

1400 Independence
Ave SW, Room 2242
Stop 1571
Washington, DC
20250

Voice 202 720 1649
Fax 202.690.0649

USDA

=
_ United States Department of Agriculture

November 17, 2016

Dave Considine
Wisconsin State Assembly
PO Box 8952

Madison, WI 53708

Dear Representative Considine,

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (RUS) will host public scoping
meetings, in an open house format, on December 6 and 7, 2016 to solicit comments for the
proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV electric transmission line that would extend
approximately 125 miles, connecting Dane County, Wisconsin, and Dubuque County, lowa (see
enclosed map). More specifically, the line would originate in the Cardinal Substation in
Wisconsin and terminate at the Hickory Creek Substation in lowa. In addition, a new
intermediate 345/138 kV substation would be constructed near the Village of Montfort, in either
Grant or lowa County.

The RUS is hosting the public meetings to obtain feedback on the scope of the environmental
review for the project as part of the federal environmental review process required by the
National Environmental Palicy Act (NEPA), to be used to prepare the draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the proposed project. The meeting details are listed below.

Date Location Time Address

December 6, 2016 Peosta, lowa 4:00-7:00 p.m. 7896 Burds Road
Peosta Community Center Peosta, IA 53068

December 7, 2016 Barneveld, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m. 401 West Industrial Drive
Deer Valley Lodge Barneveld, WI 53507

Scoping meetings were previously held in lowa and Wisconsin on October 31-November 3,
2016. An additional meeting was added in lowa to meet notification requirements. Based on
public input, an additional meeting also was added in Wisconsin in order to give the public more
opportunities to review the project.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Dennis Rankin at 202-720-1953 or at
dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov. Additional information about the project, including project reports,
can be found at the following websites:

http:/fwww.rd usda.qov/publications/environmental-studies/impact- statement:
http://www.cardinal-hickorycreek.com/.

Sincerely,

f | & g
P df\l(?o? ,'@m,ﬁ,ém

Greg Poremba, Signatory on behalf of RUS
Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS Project Manager
SWCA Environmental Consultants

Enclosure

USDA is an equal opportunity pravider and employer

If you wish tofile a Civil Rights program complaint of discimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Corrplaint Form, found
online a http /A ascr usda.govicomplaint_filing_cust himl, or at any USDA office, or call (B66) 632-3382 to request the form. You may
also write a letter containing all of the inforration requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or lester to us by mail at
U5, Depatment of Agrculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW. Washington, D C. 20250-94 10, by fax
(202) B90-7442 or email at program intake@usda gov
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Dave Considine
Wisconsin State Assembly
PO Box 8952

Madison, W| 53708

Sondy Pope

Wisconsin State Assembly
PO Box 8953

Madison, Wl 53708

Travis Tranel

Wisconsin State Assembly
PO Box 8953

Madison, W1 53708

Jon Erpenbach
Wisconsin State Senate
PO Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707

Audra Anderson

Blue Mounds Village President
3019 Jones St

Blue Mounds, WI 53517

Dianne Hesselbein
Wisconsin State Assembly
PO Box 8952

Madison, W| 53708

Todd Novak

Wisconsin State Assembly
PO Box 8953

Madison, WI 53708

Howard Marklein
Wisconsin State Senate
PO Box 7882
Madison, Wi 53707

Scott McDonell

Dane County Clerk

210 Ml King Jr Blvd Rm 106A
Madison, W1 53703

Dennis Jelle

Blue Mounds Town Chairperson

2000 Highway 78
Mount Horeb, WI 53572
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Pat Andreoni

Cross Plains Village President
3041 Creek Side Way

Cross Plains, Wl 53528

David Shaw

Middleton Town Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer
7555 W Old Sauk Rd

Verona, Wl 53593

David Becker

Mount Horeb Village President
303 Golfview Dr

Mount Horeb, WI 53572

Barbara Grenlie

Vermont Town Chairperson
9973 Greenwald Rd

Mount Horeb, WI 53572

Thomas Cartwright
Beetown Town Chairperson
9446 Old Beetown Rd
Cassville, Wi 53806

Greg Hyer

Cross Plains Town Chairperson
4296 County Road P

Cross Plains, Wl 53528

Sara Ludtke

Middleton Town Deputy Clerk
7555 W Old Sauk Rd

Verona, Wl 53593

Vicki Anderson
Springdale Town Clerk
2379 Town Hall Rd
Mount Horeb, WI 53572

Robert Keeney

Grant County Chairperson
320 N Aarlocker St

Mount Hope, WI 53816

Keevin Williams

Cassville Village President
502 E Amelia St

Cassville, WI 53806
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Douglas Schauff

Cassville Town Chairperson
9973 Rattlesnake Rd
Cassville, Wl 53806

Jim Broihahn

Ellenboro Town Chairperson
4641 Kingsford Rd
Lancaster, W1 53813

Jerry Wehrle

Mayor, City of Lancaster
206 S Madison St
Lancaster, W1 53813

Pat Ostendorf

Lima Town Chairperson
1188 Rawson Ln
Platteville, W1 53818

James Schmitz

Montfort Village President
304 Dale Dr

Montfort, Wl 53569

Steve Barth

Clifton Town Chairperson
827 Rock Church Rd
Livingston, Wl 53554

Nathan Niehaus

Harrison Town Chairperson
3190 Baker Rd

Platteville, WI 53818

Patrick Schroeder

Liberty Town Chairperson/Grant County Supervisor
3945 Hypoint Rd

Lancaster, Wl 53813

Tom Brown

Livingston Village President
140 S Franklin St
Livingston, WI 53554

Karen Kurt

Platteville City Manager
75 N Bonson St
Platteville, Wi 53818
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Tom Weigel

Platteville Town Chairperson
570 College Farm Rd
Platteville, W| 53818

Gary Schneider

South Lancaster Town Chairperson
8690 Rusty Ln

Lancaster, W1 53813

Kevin Bickford

Wingville Town Chairperson
13818 County Road G
Montfort, Wl 53569

Curt Kephart

lowa County Administrator
222 N lowa St

Dodgeville, Wl 53533

Scott Leahy

Barneveld Village President
10 Kent Dr

Barneveld, WI 53507

Curtis Fetzek

Potosi Town Chairperson
5230 County Road O
Potosi, Wl 53820

John Patcle

Waterloo Town Chairperson
6049 Dutch Hollow Rd
Lancaster, Wl 53813

John Meyers

lowa County Chairperson
3110 County Road K
Barneveld, W! 53507

David Lucey

Arena Town Chairperson
6780 Baker Rd

Arena, WI 53503

Jason Carden

Brigham Town Chairperson
7701 Lone Pine Rd
Barneveld, Wi 53507
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Bob Roelli

Cobb Village President
103 Clifton St

Cobb, WI 53526

Curtis Peterson

Dodgeville Town Chairperson

4966 STH 23
Dodgeville, Wl 53533

Allan Kosharek

Highland Town Chairperson
5029 Lagoon Rd

Highland, W1 53543

Mark Pinch

Mifflin Town Chairperson
250 Rundell Rd
Livingston, WI 53554

Jon Steen

Ridgeway Village President
199 Kirby St

Ridgeway, WI 53582

Todd Novak

Mayor, City of Dodgeville
100 E Fountain St
Dodgeville, Wl 53533

Larry Stenner

Eden Town Chairperson
3654 Cave Hollow Rd
Dodgeville, Wl 53533

Dean Liddicoat

Linden Town Chairperson
1948 Avenell Rd

Mineral Point, Wl 53565

Paul Simon

Rewey Village President
PO Box 44

Rewey, WI 53580

Joe Thomas

Ridgeway Town Chairperson

2751 County Road BB
Dodgeville, Wl 53533
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John Hess

Wyoming Town Chairperson
5851 County Road Z

Spring Green, W| 53588

Bradley Kettler

Elk Grove Town Chairperson
30826 Center Drive Rd
Platteville, Wl 53818

Mike VanMilligen

City Manager - City of Dubuque
50 West 13th St

Dubuque, IA 52001

Geoff Barkalow

City Manager - City of East Dubuque
185 Wisconsin Ave

East Dubuque, IL 61025

Gary Bowden

Clayton County Supervisor
600 Gunder Rd

Elkader, 1A 52043

Brad Schobert

Belmont Town Chairperson
25626 Schultz Ln

Belmont, W| 53510

Roy D. Buol

Mayor - City of Dubuque
50 West 13th St
Dubuque, IA 52001

Mary Willett

City Manager - City of Guttenberg
PO Box 580

Guttenberg, IA 52052

Wayne Demmer

Dubuque County Supervisor
9018 Lone Pine Rd

Epworth, IA 52045

Pam Jochum

lowa State Senator
2368 Jackson Street
Dubugque, IA 52001

E-9



Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report — Volume IlI

Michael Breitbach

lowa State Senator

301 W. Mission Street
Strawberry Point, IA 52076

Kristi Hager

lowa State Representative
578 Lonning Drive
Dorchester, IA 52140

Charles Isenhart

lowa State Representative
PO Box 3353

Dubuque, IA 52004-3353

Ed Eloranta

Springdale Town Chairman
2520 Lunde Lane

Mount Horeb, WI 53572

Tod Bowman

lowa State Senator
812 Grant Street
Maquoketa, IA 52060

Abby Finkenauer

lowa State Representative
1040 Rush Street
Dubuque, IA 52003

Randy Littel

Mt. Horeb Village President
704 E. Main Street

Mount Horeb, WI 53572
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Appendix F:
Comment Coding Structure
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Code Resource Issue/Topic Code Resource Issue/Topic
101 Code TBD/Pending 233 Air Quality
102 No Further Response Required 233.01 Air - Dust
102.01 Beyond Scope 233.02 Air - Equipment Emissions
102.02 Position, No Rationale 233.03 Climate Change
102.03 Already Addressed 234 Soils
Procedural, already decided by law/
102.0401 regulation/policy/direction 234.01 Disturbance, Erosion, etc.
Procedural, addressed through No Action
102.0403 Alternative 234.02 Compaction from Project
110 Decision Process 234.03 Soil Health/Organic Matter
110.01 Cooperating Agency Involvement 234.04 Sub-Sail/Tilling/De-compaction
110.04 Laws, Policies, Courts 234.05 Sensitive Soils
110.0401 Case Law 235 Geology
110.0402 Court decisions 241 Vegetation
110.0403 Violates Law/Regulation/Policy 241.01 General Vegetation
110.0404 Federal Laws 241.02 Threatened/Endangered Plant Species
110.0405 Endangered Species Act 241.03 Noxious Weeds
110.0406 Other Fed. Agency Policies 243 Wildlife
110.0407 State Laws, Policies 243.01 WL - General Animal Species
110.0408 County, Municipal Policies 243.02 Migratory Birds
110.07 Objections -General 243.03 Habitat Fragmentation
111 Public Involvement 243.04 Threatened/Endangered Wildlife
111.01 Collaboration, Meetings 244 Land Use
111.02 Government-to-government consultation 244.01 Agriculture
111.03 Comment Period 244.02 Livestock/Range
120 NEPA Process 244.03 Commercial
120.01 Proposed Action 244.04 Residential
120.02 Purpose and Need 244.05 Mining
121.03 Alternatives 244.06 Conservation Easement
121.0301 Range of Alternatives 244 .07 Special Designations
121.0304 New Alternative Proposed 245 Recreation and Natural Areas
121.04 Connected Action 245.01 Upper Mississippi National Wildlife Refuge
122 Impact Analysis 245.02 Historic Trails
122.01 Cumulative Impacts Analysis 245.03 State Natural Areas/State Trails
122.02 Disclosure of Impacts 245.04 Recreation - General
122.03 Technical, Editorial 245.05 Hunting/Fishing
122.4 Mitigation 246 Paleontology
232 Water, Watershed Management 250 Transportation System
232.01 Surface Water/Groundwater 250.01 Public Access
232.03 Riparian Areas/Wetlands 250.02 User-Created Roads/Unauthorized Routes
232.04 Water Quantity/quality 250.03 Road Closure
232.05 Mississippi River 250.04 Decommissioning
232.06 Watershed Condition 250.05 Road Reconstruction
232.07 Floodplain/Meadow 250.06 Road Density
250.07 Railroads
250.08 Aviation
260 Visual Resources
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Code Resource Issue/Topic Code Resource Issue/Topic
280 Socioeconomics 507 Requests for Information/Map
280.01 Jobs 507.01 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
280.02 Local Economics 507.02 Requests Documents or Info
280.04 Environmental Justice 507.03 Mailing list or nothing to code
280.05 Social - Other 507.04 Remove from mailing list
281.01 Resource Value 507.05 Confirm receipt of letter
281.0101 Market values 508 Comment Period Extension
Literature Cited, not provided, need to
281.0102 Nonmarket values 509 find
Literature cited, provided, requires
281.02 Cost/Benefit Outcome 510 review
281 Communications Infrastructure 511 References other project
281.1 Communications Infrastructure-General
282 Cultural Resources/106
282.01 Historical Site (non-native American)
282.02 Native American
282.03 Site/TCP/Traditional Cultural Property
283 Public Health and Safety
284 Noise
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Appendix G:
List of Commenters




Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report — Volume IlI

This page intentionally left blank

G-2



Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report — Volume IlI

Governments, Agencies, and Organizations

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma

U.S. Senator

U.S. House of Representatives (Wisconsin 2nd Congressional District)

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

National Park Service

lowa State Historic Preservation Office

lowa Department of Cultural Affairs

lowa Department of Natural Resources

City of Dubuque, 1A

City of Platteville, WI

Town of Stark, WI Energy Planning Information Committee

Platteville Township, WI

Town of Arena, WI Planning Commission

Town of Belmont, WI

Town of Springdale, WI

Town of Vermont, WI

Village of Mt. Horeb, WI

Black Earth Creek Watershed Association (BECWA)

Center for Rural Affairs

Driftless Area Land Conservancy

Environmental Law & Policy Center

Ice Age Trail Alliance

lowa Chapter of the Sierra Club

lowa Environmental Council

Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy

The Prairie Enthusiasts

Trout Unlimited

Vermont Citizens Powerline Action Committee

Wisconsin COUNTS (Citizens Opposed to Unnecessary Transmission Lines)

Wisconsin Nature Conservancy
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General Public

Matthew Aheam Chris Kelley
Joanna Ahearn Debra Kelly
Amy Ahrens Todd King
William and Janet Aide Mary Knight
Tamlyn Akins Dale Koehler
Amy Alstad Gerald Koerner

Barbara Anderson

Claudia Koprowski

David Anderson Binky Krahn
Anonymous Sierra Krall
Anonymous Jim and Susan Krause
Anonymous Mary Kritz
Anonymous Todd Kummer

Peter Antonie Joel Kurth

Steve Arneson

Tamar Kusmin

Jim Bach

William Ladewig

Anne Bachner

Lewis Lama

Marilee Backstrand

Emily Larsen

Brenda Baker

Jack Lenehan

Marie Baker

Mike Lenehan

Mary Kay Baum Sally Leong
Thomas Baumberger Jon Lewis
Caroline Beckett Carol Lind
Ronald Behnke Matt and Joyce Link
Karen Bell Linda Lisse
Nicholas Bellios Douglas Lloyd
Jim Berned Patty Lucas
Marianne Berned Margo Lyonhart
Victorie Bindl Nick Maerz
Debbie Binger Paul Manley
Brian Boland Dorothy Martin

Jim and Diane Boland

Sally and John Mather

Peter Boland

Roderick Matthews

Chad Bollenbach

Lawrence Mayhew

Stephen Born John McFee
Barbara Borns Aaron McGee
Anne Bosch Nancy McGill

Guy Breternitz

Michael McGowan

Linda Breternitz

Renee McGowan

Debra Brown

Katie McGrath

Jeff Brown

Sheila McGuirk

Joanne Brown

Shawn McSherry

Jim and Nancy Bruins

David Meylor

Naomi Burnay

Susan Michmerhuizen

Robert Butler

Mark Mittelstadt

Katherine Cabhill

Jack Momchilovich

Sam Cahill

Debora Morton
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Pamela Callahan and John Walte

Dietrich and Renate Muller

Donald Campbell Dona Muller
James and Jamie Campbell Patricia Murphy
Kevin Campbell Ellen Myers
Syd Campbell June Nagel
Stephen Carpenter Carol Nelson

Kiley and Eric Cates

Rebecca Nelson

Kim Cates

Stacey Novak

Richard Cates

Maureen Nugent

Keith Caulfield

Justin O'Brien

Joseph Ceniti

Karen O'Brien

Michelle Citron

Joe O'Connell

Mary Clay

Gary Olsen

Kathleen Clougherty

Robert and Julie Olson

Kevin Clougherty

Daniel Orman

Keri Conway Lisa Orman

David Cook Carol Overland

Gary Cox Carol Parrell

Matthew Cox Darla and John Patterson
Nancy Cox John Peck

Jeffrey Crossfield Danielle Pellitteri
James Curtis Joan Peterson

Kate D Tom and Julie Phillips
Betsy D'Angelo Allen Pincus

Mary Jane Daugherty Tom Porter

A.J. Daughtry Kiill Joseph Prescott
Carolyn Daughtry Kiill Donna Prieo

Lucey David Jean Public

Molly Day Amanda Purcell

Michael Dearing

Joseph Radtke

Andrea Debbink

Douglas Randall

Kathryn Dejak

Sherrill Randall

Laurie Derse

Mark Rauls

Duane Deutmeyer

Joel Reinders

Jim Doherty Dana Renor
Michael Dolan Karen Reppen
Lea Dolan-Stroncek Kim Reynolds

John Donaldson

Scott Ringgenberg

John Duffey

Nancy Rodriguez

Bernard Easterday

Olivia Ruckstuhl

Amy Edge Katrina Rudolph
Duane Eide Frank Sandner
Debra Eide Taemie Saucerman

David Elderbrock

Jack Sayre

Sandy Ellarson

George Schafer

Scott Ellarson

John Schoenemann

Louise Erpenbach

George Schultz

G-5



Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report — Volume IlI

Leslie Evans

Mary Schultz

Linda Evans

Kenneth Schuster

William Fannucchi

Peter Schwei

Matthew Ford

Monica Sella

Dave Forseth

Carolyn Shaffer

Albert Friedman

Clarissa Sheldon

Sean Gallagher

Brian Simmert

Jon Garner

Charlotte Smith

Nancy Garner

Tom and Gretchen Spicer

Sharon Gaskill

David Stanfield

Warren Gaskill

Kim Starr

Claudia Gehlhaart

Diane Sterba

Linda Gerke Gayl Stewart

John Gerl Elizabeth Strand
Sharon Gerl Frank Stroncek

Zach Gerl Gregory Stroncek

Boyd Gibbons Steve Stroncek

David Giffey Joan Stuessy

Nancy Giffey Mark Sturnick

John Gilbert Denise Sullivan

Muriel Gilbert Philip and Joan Sullivan

Michael Goodfriend

Juniper Sundance

Joel Goodman

Connie Swanson

Michael Goodman

Dean Swensen

Richard Graney

Jan Swensen

Charles Greco

Paul Swenson

Patricia Greene

Judith Symon Hanson

Barbara Grenlie

Cynthia Taylor

Sharon Gundersen

Charlene Taymor

Aaron Gundlach

Denise Thornton

Douglas Gurak

Darren Tremelling

Kathy Haig

John Troy

John Hallick

Christine Tsubokura

Evelyn Halverson

Carl Tunestam

Traci Halverson

Eric Udelhofen

Vern Halverson

Ruth Uppena

Doug Hansmann

Mike Van Sichlen

Andrew Harrah

Ben Vondra

Rick Harris Anna Voytovich
Kristi Hart Nick Vreeland
Larry Hartzke LaNell Wagner
Caitlin Hatch Rob Wagner
Eric Haugen Robert Wagner
Herb Helkwertto Dolores Walz
John Hess M. Faith Welling
Jacob Hills Halee Wepking

John Himmelfarb

Steve Wernikoff
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Gary Holberg Gerald White

Claire Holland John Wiest

Monte Hottmann Alan Williams

David Hughes Don Winch

Emily Isabella Charles Winterwood
Steve Jacobson Danny Wirts

Bradd Jenkin Edward Wohl

Leslie Jensen Myron Wojtowycz
Rick Jensen Ann Wolfe

Edward Judge Steve Woodman
Cathryn Kaiser John and Marian Wright
Joan Kaiser Glaser Xenia Wright

Betsy Katten Martha York

Paul and Nancy Kaufman

Michelle and Bernard Zander

Jane Kavaloski

Lila Zastrow and Dave Hendrickson

Linda Kelen

Ann Zimrin

David Zimrin

Late comments received

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Senator

Susan Beebe

Rick Hansen

Julie Hummel

Marcia Jablonski

David Stanfield

Ron (no last name provided)
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Appendix H:
Comment Summary Table
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Letter/ Comment
Form Code #1 Code #2 Code #3 Code #4 Comment Text
No. Number

1 1 260/260 None None None We ask that it be left unfettered by visual and environmental pollution.
This land, part Zoned Village of Cobb and part of Eden Township, in lowa

1 2 102/102.02 None None None County is all that we have. It holds our past (history and memories) and our
future. This little piece of the world is dear to us. Please don't spoil it.
Transmission lines may go through some of the best farm land in the State. Will

2 1 244/244.01 None None None take some of that land out of production and make it more difficult to till some of
the rest.

2 2 280/280.05 None None None It will disrupt our homes, our land, and our life.

Concern about stray voltage and its effect on animals (especially dairy cows)

2 3 283/283 None None None and people near the lines. - Result in increased health risks - especially an
increased incidence of cancer. Possible loss of life.

2 4 280/280.05 None None None lli?ne(;ssults in a decrease in the quality of life for persons near the transmission
There is no need for this project. The need for power provided by transmission
lines has not increased over the last 10 years or so. Wind and solar power are
on the increase and are the sources for increased power for the future. The only

2 5 120/120.02 None None None ones benefiting from this project are the Transmission Line Companies. They
will receive $500 million for this project. They are more interested in the
revenues from these projects than the need for them. Their existence depends
on getting these projects approved - even when there is no need for them.

2 6 280/280.02 283/283 None None Places an economic and health burden on persons near the transmission lines.

3 1 102/102.02 None None None | appose [sic] this transmission line going through lowa County.

Simple - We the people don't want your garbage on our properties!! You have

4 1 2441244.04 None None None NO right to invade private property! Put it in YOUR yard if you think its ok.

5 1 280/ 281.0101 None None None The value of our life sa\(ings will decrease or may never be ave}ilable because
no one would ever buy it when we have to sell and move to retirement.

5 5 235/235 None None None This land is unique and there are unique geological features including several
caves under where the poles will be located.

5 120/121.03 None None None Please reconsider this option for the corridor.

5 4 244/244.04 None None None | believe the corriglor runs along our property and though there may not be any
endangered species involved, it will impact us and other land owners for life.
| left the Driftless Area for college, lived abroad for two years, and now I've come

6 1 280/280.05 None None None back, and part of my reason for coming back (besides family of course) was my
memories of road bike rides around the ridges and valleys of north Dodgeville.
It's a landscape that's unique in the Midwest. lowa, Minnesota, and the rest of
Wisconsin are glaciated, flat, and if you're a bicyclist (or a biker, or a looky-lou,
or a leaf-peeper) boring. The valleys are pretty and they have their trout streams
and dairy farms, but the real reward for a cyclist (and | imagine anyone else) is
the views from the ridgetops. There's Highland and Pleasant Ridge, and

6 2 260/260 245/245.04 None None Montfort, and the top of County M, and each has their view north to the

Wisconsin River and south over the cropland towards Platteville and Sinsinawa
Mound. These views, and the release they provide from the green closeness of
the valleys, are the great charm of this part of the state, and no matter the route
this proposed powerline takes, they will suffer from it. | don't think I'm alone in
loving this place for its landscape.
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Letter/
Form
No.

Comment
Number

Code #1

Code #2

Code #3

Code #4

Comment Text

280/280.02

None

None

None

Every weekend in the summer, Governor Dodge is packed with tourists from
Illinois, and though they frequent the hotels, restaurants, and stores in
Dodgeville, I'm certain it's not the burgers at the Red Room that they come for.
They come for the landscape, and | fear if we mar it with the industrial
infrastructure that anyone who visits lllinois will recognize, they won't come. Why
would they?

283/283

None

None

None

We are very concerned about stray voltage. We have a dairy farm in projected
area, And Also have a 12 yr old daughter, who we feel will be harmed by the
high voltage.

250/250.08

None

None

None

We also have an airport landing strip on our farm for ag. use to check crops and
feel this may interfer [sic]

102/102.02

None

None

None

We are opposed to the transmission line.

280/280.02

None

None

None

There is nothing to be gained for this area with its construction; other negative
environmental negative effects.

120/120.02

None

None

None

Our friends live in Vermont Valley Township. In their neighborhood several are
using solar + wind as their local alternative power generation. Studies show
declining energy use in their area.

280/280

None

None

None

It also greatly concerns me that in the construction of these transmission towers
an increased rate will show up in my electric bill.

102/102.02

None

None

None

| am emphatically opposed.

10

280/280.05

None

None

None

Friends of ours - who | have known my entire life moved to Vermont Valley
Township, WI 21 years ago. | have visited them quite frequently + so am quite
familiar with their property + the beautiful Driftless Area. So when they informed
me of the proposed transmission lines which would run through such a sensitive
environmental area - quite frankly | couldn't believe what they were telling me. |
stand with them in being totally opposed to the project.

11

244/244.01

280/280.02

None

None

The transmission line would be bad for business at Seven Seeds Farm. This
farm has been located in this land for seven generations - it would be wrong to
run a line through it. The farm produces high quality organic meat which has
been enjoyed by my family for years.

12

244/244.01

280/280.02

None

None

The Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project cannot be anywhere
near Seven Seeds Farm in Spring Green, WI. It would cause irreparable harm to
the farm, which prides itself on being organic, natural, and restorative. Seven
Seeds Farm provides healthy, organic food and grass-fed beef to the
community, and it also provides tours to school children and adults who want to
learn more about organic farming. We need to protect and support businesses
like Seven Seeds Farm, not destroy them with high voltage power lines. This
cannot be allowed to happen.

13

244/244.01

280/280.02

None

None

| feel very strongly that the high voltage power lines would be devastating to
Seven Seeds Farm in Spring Green, WI. Seven Seeds Farm is an organic,
seven-generation farm. They believe in restorative and regenerative agriculture,
and having high voltage power lines on or near the farm would be detrimental
and cause permanent damage to the farm. We need more organic, sustainable
farms in our country, and allowing the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line
project anywhere near the farm would be terrible for the farm and the
community. Please do not allow this to happen.
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Letter/ Comment
Form Code #1 Code #2 Code #3 Code #4 Comment Text

No Number

14 244/244.01 None None None ::ealrrnmopposed to the transmission line that is being proposed at Seven Seeds

14 2 280/280.05 None None None The line is not necessary for the local community and would only harm the area.
We enjoy the meat and other products from Seven Seeds Farm and it has been

14 3 244/244.01 280/280.02 None None in the same family for decades and this transmission line would be a great
travesty. Thank you.

— - m -

15 1 280/280.05 None None None This is something we do not _nee_d... for the environment, for the people, etc., etc.
Put your (our) money where it will help.

16 1 245/245.03 None None None Please no transmission lines near the parks -- Thanks, Anne Gov. Dodge Shot
Tower Blue Mounds
We recently purchased our home and land. Had we known of this situation we

17 1 280/ 281.0101 None None None would not have purchased it.

17 5 244/244.02 None None None In this area you need 10 acres to have hooved animals. If you put a pole on our
land we can no longer have them.

We are concerned in the placing of transmission lines along our winding rural

17 3 280/ 281.0101 None None None route. A more direct route (say the middle of 18/151) should be used to avoid
destroying property value in our Driftless Area.

17 4 280/280.05 None None None The integrity of our pristine area should be preserved for the enjoyment of future
generations.

18 1 280/280.05 None None None | don't see what these constructions will add to lowa County.

19 1 280/280.02 None None None tCr:](;;ls too high for the folks to pay in their electric bills while it serves no help to

19 2 280/ 281.0101 None None None Real estate value will be lost due to the ugliness of the posts + lines.

19 3 260/260 None None None Scenic appeal will be lost.

19 4 280/280.01 None None None which in turn will affect tourists and business.

The 150' easement that this line requires would essentially gut the MFL

(managed forest law) timber parcel | own at the corner of Blue Ridge Rd. and

Roberts Rd. in Arena Township. | rely on this wood lot (producing high quality
280/ red oak lumber) for a substantial part of my yearly income. It is my retirement

20 1 2441244 281.0101 None None account having been carefully managed by me (according to DNR foresters
guidance) to produce highly valued red oak logs for lumber. The steep hilly
terrain of the area is suited mainly for timber production which would be
eliminated by the line.

20 2 250/250.01 None None None | also see a conflict with access to a divided parcel of timber.

20 3 234/234.01 None None None The erosion potential for a line of this nature would be huge.

20 4 280/ 281.0101 260/260 None None The land value of the area would drop like a rock from such an invasive eyesore.
From the data | have seen and the experience | have had with Alliant Energy,
the electrical power supply is reliable and entirely adequate. If the money that

20 5 120/120.02 280/280.01 None None would be spent on this line was instead spent on conservation and local energy

production (solar power, gas fired plants, etc.), there would be many jobs
available with much less total expenditure.
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Letter/ Comment
Form Code #1 Code #2 Code #3 Code #4 Comment Text
No. Number

I have lived all over the United States and | find the Driftless area of southwest
Wisconsin to be some of the most beautiful countryside anywhere. Have you
ever visited Taliesin near Spring Green? You will not see any high voltage, or
hardly any electrical wires as you look over Frank Lloyd's Wright Estate. This
part of the state has kept its charm and the natural landscape is superior to

21 1 260/260 280/280.05 None None anywhere in the USA. Please lets [sic] not spoil this spectacular setting by
erecting transmission lines that will not enhance the beauty of this area. Frank
Lloyd Wright, our famous son said it best. "When you put up any type of
structure on the land, the structure (or tower) must enhance the landscape and
look as though it belongs there. Transmission tower will take way [sic] the
beauty of the Driftless area.

22 1 120/120.02 None None None 1. Why is this transmission line needed? 2. What does Wisconsin get from it?

- - > - —
2 5 120/120.01 None None None 3. Does this make _electrlcal sense? How much power is lost transmitting power
over such a long distance?

23 1 233/233.03 None None None 1. Human generated climate change is real.

2. We need to transition to renewable energy sources as completely and quickly
as possible. 3. Renewable energy production needs to be done locally. Each
local ecosystem has a unique mix of renewable energy resources that can be
sustainably developed. This must also include energy conservation even to the
point of individual life-style changes to preserve the functioning of the local

23 2 120/121.03 None None None ecosystem. 4. Mega power generating stations and the mega transmission lines
they require must be phased out. We need to be locally responsible for our own
renewable energy generation and usage in order to preserve local ecosystems;
such generation must be a sustainably functioning part of each local ecosystem.
Massive energy importation is disruptive; one cannot increase the energy level
of a system without changing the system.

We cannot solve global climate disruption by shifting the disruption to local

23 3 233/233.03 None None None levels
The non-wealthy and the non-human must be considered. 5. We need to do this

23 4 280/280.05 None None None NOW. The proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek transmission line would be a big
step in the wrong direction - one we can no longer afford.

o 1 120/120.02 None None None In attending the meeting of‘12/_7/_16 I am unconw_nced that the proposed line is
necessary locally or for maintaining the larger grid.

o 5 235/235 None None None My main concern is that the proposed line will run through some of Wisconsin's

most pristine geological areas in the Southwest.

While | understand the economy of a straight line approach to fulfilling the
24 3 120/121.03 None None None demand of energy transmission, | believe that there are other routes here in
Wisconsin or in other states, such as lllinois that already exist.

My wife and | live just north of Dodgeville, off Hwy 23 and the beauty of the area
is what drew us here. While there may be some economic gain for the state of

24 4 280/280.05 None None None Wisconsin, | don't find that income or the financial boon for the power company
justifies cutting through Southwest Wisconsin's beautiful heartland.

24 5 120/120.02 None None None | don t feel the minimum standards for the power line is met. 1. Real need 2.
Location 3. Ecology

o 6 120/121.03 None None None P.S. if this does go through the northern route is preferable to the southern - less

eyes on!
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Letter/
Form
No.

Comment
Number

Code #1

Code #2

Code #3

Code #4

Comment Text

25

120/120.02

None

None

None

1. It does not appear that this power line is necessary. My understanding is that
the power will not be used anywhere in the Midwest. It also appears that the
type of coal created electricity is not going to be necessary as technologies
develop using alternative sources to generate power. So, the need for the
electricity will be reduced even in the East where the lines will deliver the power
to.

25

280/281.02

None

None

None

2. However, the cost of the power lines is very high, and the developers are not
taking the risk on the investment of building and maintaining them. So rate
payers will be paying higher fees to cover the cost. This arrangement is not fare
[sic].

25

110/110.07

None

None

None

3. Many of the boards involved in the decisions are subject to pressure from
homeowners who may be paid a fee for the lines that cross their land. Some
Board members may have direct conflicts of interest because the line may run
across their or their families land.

25

280/280.02

None

None

None

4. The entire are that these lines are being run through are precious ecological
and economic resources. The project may cause a loss of tourism and hunting
(and even agricultural) income for the entire region.

26

283/283

None

None

None

| am opposed to the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission line expansion
project, since high voltage power lines have negative health effects causing an
increased risk of cancer and leukemia, as cited in the November 17, 2016 Mt
Horeb Mail.

26

260/260

None

None

None

Also, they are hideous to look at.

26

120/121.03

None

None

None

We should focus on renewable energy instead, which is better for our health and
the environment.

26

280/280.05

None

None

None

These lines should never be placed near our schools, towns, or any populated
area and more specifically, should not be placed near the village of Mt. Horeb.

27

120/120.02

None

None

None

Who is benefiting from this project? Not the consumer as there is no need for
this. Perhaps investors or billionaires?

27

283/283

None

None

None

Who will be harmed? All of us eventually.

27

280/281.01

None

None

None

The day is coming and sooner than many think, when the natural environment
and resources will be valuable beyond price.

27

280/280.05

None

None

None

This a greedy and retrograde way of thinking - short term and about immediate
profit. Truly in wilderness is the preservation of the world.

28

120/121.03

None

None

None

Concerning the proposed routing of the Cardinal-Hickory Creek transmission
line it appears to me that following a corridor along highway 18-151 toward
Dubuque would make much sense. This routing would provide for less inland
costs, less maintenance costs, fewer land owned issues, and a much more
construction friendly land territory. These are certainly important considerations
to take into account. Thank you for your attention

29

120/121.03

None

None

None

As an electric customer, | much prefer investments in targeted energy efficiency,
load management and distributed generation such as solar-support at
substations instead of high voltage transmission. Therefore, | adamantly request
that the Rural Utility Service EIS conducted for the Cardinal Hickory Creek
proposal include comprehensive cost-benefit analysis of these non-transmission
alternatives.
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Letter/ Comment
Form Code #1 Code #2 Code #3 Code #4 Comment Text
No. Number

Following a high-voltage transmission line open house meeting in Dodgeville, WI
30 1 120/120.02 None None None and after reviewing the literature presented, | did not see proof of necessity nor
benefit for gigantic transmission lines to cut through the beautiful Driftless area.

1. the negative environmental impact on both wildlife and plant life flourishing in

30 2 243/243 241/241.01 None None
the area

2. the aesthetic rape of the unique beauty of the Driftless region which currently
attracts new homeowners and tourists supporting our state park (Governor
Dodge), Blackhawk Lake, Taliesin, American Players Theater, Wisconsin and
30 3 280/280.02 None None None Mississippi rivers, Folklore Village, and House on the Rock. 3. the destruction of
the character of our unique landscape and its effect on future and existing
businesses such as aware winning Uplands cheese, Pleasant Ridge General
Store, and Bethel Horizons.

4. real estate devaluation resulting from the sight and noise caused by these

30 4 280/ 281.0101 260/260 284/284 None )
monstrous lines.
view the unnecessary transmission lines as a hugely expensive project paid for
30 5 280/281.02 None None None by the driftless area utility customers with investors receiving a 10.2%
guaranteed annual rate of investment. Huge profits on the backs of tax payers
with no proof of electrical need. | am appalled!
31 1 232/232.04 None None None How will this affect our wells. We have had 3 collapse in the neighborhood

already and you are going right over us again.

in a time of declining electricity use | find building this line to be a huge waste of
32 1 120/120.02 None None None infrastructure dollars. This is especially important when we need those dollars
for a conversion to renewable power.

My final objection to this project is on aesthetic grounds the reason I live in the

32 2 260/260 None None None . :
Driftless region.

Why don't the routes follow the 4 lane highway (18-151) from Madison/Middleton

33 1 120/ 121.0304 None None None to Dodgeville, then follow Hwy 18 to Montfort?

The Driftless area of Wisconsin is unique geographically, devoid of glacial
33 2 235/235 None None None scarring, resulting in areas that should not be disturbed for supposed
improvement of delivering electricity.

Is there really a need for more electrical lines? If this is merely upgrading the
33 3 120/120.02 None None None capacity and delivery system, why not use existing routes? How will this project
benefit Wisconsin in dollars and availability of electricity?

Why couldn't the lines go up 18/151 the path of least resistance? No houses and

34 1 120/ 121.0304 None None None
no personal wooded acreage would be affected
The proposed pipeline is unnecessary, expensive and will be destructive to the
environment. wind energy is the future and, in fact, there are numerous

35 1 120/120.02 None None None "Win_dr_nills" in the neighb_orhood, e.g. _Montfort. Energy consumption is flat and
declining due to alternatives to electric power lines. It has not been
demonstrated that the proposed beneficiaries of this power line need it. The only
real beneficiaries will be the investors in the power company.

35 2 280/281.02 None None None It will raise energy rates for those of us who will never benefit.

35 3 260/260 None None None Dodgeville residents and our neighbors do not want our beautiful countryside

look like Madison's West Beltline!
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Letter/ Comment
Form Code #1 Code #2 Code #3 Code #4 Comment Text

No. Number
Wouldn't it be cheaper and more efficient to install solar farm or wind farm

36 1 120/121.03 None None None instead of this project? | would personally like to see solar or wind farms instead
of this project.

36 5 243/243.01 None None None How_would this project affect wildlife? ie eagles, wolves, deer, endangered
species, turkey vultures

36 3 234/234.01 None None None Erosion - would this increase erosion on our hillsides

36 4 232/232.01 None None None and would this affect our trout streams? and our wells?
1. energy use has flattened or decreased recently. Are we sure this project,

37 1 120/120.02 None None None estlr_nated to cost_nearly 1 Billion dollars is really needed? Can the energy
carried by these lines be generated nearer to the proposed end users which are
concentrated on the east coast of the US?
The rate payers of SW Wisconsin will pay for this project through their energy

37 2 280/281.02 None None None bill both now and for YEARS to come. Not only the construction costs, but
2?7?77, repair and maintenance costs.

37 3 232/232.07 243/243.01 None None 2. There will be great negative effects on prairie lands, wetlands and wildlife.

37 4 244/244.01 244/244.02 None None ﬁ\.l‘;rsflg(r:i may well be negative consequences for farmers, their crops, and

37 5 260/260 None None None 4. These towers are enormous and very ugly to look at.

37 6 283/283 None None None ﬁ\};—sﬁgzli may be significant health consequences to humans, wildlife, and

37 7 280/281.02 None None None 6. The main beneficiaries of this project will be ATC and east coast energy
consumers.

38 1 120/120.02 None None None | am concerned overall with whether the project is necessary.
| think the needs of the public would be better served with investment in

38 2 120/121.03 None None None conservation, efficiency improvement of grid, and alternative power source like
solar.

38 3 241/241.01 244/244.01 None None If the project goes ahead the Northern Route thru Arena Twp. would destroy
large area of forest, and other farmland.

38 4 260/260 None None None The loss of the rural asthetic [sic] would be devastating.

38 5 243/243.03 241/241 244/244 None The disruption of wildlife corridors, vegetation would change the land use.

38 6 284/284 None None None gqvl\j?;::eﬁsult in increase in noise from construction and later maintenance

38 7 232/232.01 None None None The maintenance of clearcut would add herbicide residue to surface water.
As a resident of Arena Twp | have estimated they would end up clear cutting

38 8 241/241 None None None 120 acres of forest in Arena Twp for a 150" right of way.
| feel the need for the project is dubious it would benefit ATC and utilities profit

38 9 120/120.02 280/281.02 None None while costing rate payers.

38 10 120/121.03 None None None The process has not_lo_oked _|nto competlng alternqnves such as increased
energy efficiency, efficiency improvement in the grid.

39 1 280/281.02 None None None The rate payers - us - will pay for the construction of the Transmission line (we

don't know yet How much our electricity rate will rise - could be a lot)
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No. Number
BUT WE Won't/Don't NEED this electricity. | am a solar producer on my farm
and everyone is looking for more efficient appliances - WE DONT NEED This.

39 2 120/120.02 None None None SOLAR is cost efficient now WE Don't need it and it isn't FOR us anyway. -
Moving electricity with voltage drops IS WASTEFUL and its old inefficient
Technology. WHY ARE YOU INVESTING in the Past?

39 3 280/281.02 None None None | _Don't know Who_all will be making money from this but I'm sure there must be
big money changing hands.

40 1 102/102.02 None None None | do not b_eli(?ve thz?\t federal money should be used to support Dairyland Power
Cooperative's portion of the project.

41 1 280/280.05 None None None Please keep the well-being of farm families and their businesses in mind.

41 2 120/120.02 None None None Is this really needed?

I think it is a terrible idea to put a horrible scar across the driftless area of
Wisconsin.

42 1 280/280.05 None None None We have a treasure here that should be preserved for the future generations
along with the many tourists it brings in that enjoy it now. Some things should
never be destroyed for progress.

42 5 120/121.03 None None None If we have to have this is should at least go along the highway corridor where
there has already been a necessary scar on our land.

43 1 120/121.03 None None None It's a waste to go thru good beautiful land. follow the Hwy

43 2 243/243.01 244/244.01 232/232.07 None and leave the land and wildlife, farmers and wetlands.

43 3 280/280.05 None None None | don.‘t like these big monster lines! There has to be a be_tter way. Please
consider we need to keep our land. Thank you for your information
EIS should look at economics of project, whether with reduced rate of return on
investment it makes sense. MVP projects were "approved" at a 12.38% ROI,

a4 1 280/281.02 None None None which was challenged and 12.38% was rejected by court. In negotiation, will be
~ 9% or less, and project may no longer make sense as revenue stream, it'll
certainly be less lucrative.

EIS should examine - this project based on market desire for transfer capacity,
but grid, existing, is underutilized. *Technical issue of overcapacity should be

44 2 120/120.02 120/120.01 None None reviewed in EIS. Grid is now significantly overbuilt. EIS should also look at
impact of project and balance with excess capacity.

Timing of RUS review should be addressed in EIS. EIS will likely be complete,

or at least DEIS will be out, before application filed with WI PSC. UNUSUAL!
a4 3 111/111 None None None Corridors will be narrowed down before public process on route selection

begins. Affected landowners will not have had adequate opportunity to address

selection of routes.

*RUS is essentially narrowing route alternatives and options - but this is a

44 4 120/121.03 None None None FINANCING exercise. EIS should address procedure and appropriateness of
narrowing route options in a hon-routing proceeding.

*RUS financing process should not go forward until after ATC commits to a

44 5 120/120.01 None None None timeline - this is in "pause" mode, may not go forward.

a4 6 111/111.01 None None None *there was a round of RUS meetings in October. EIS should explain why an

additional couple of meetings NOW!
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45

120/121.03

None

None

None

| don't know why you would ever consider and am personally opposed to the
Northern route. Especially considering there are already power lines on the
southern route in the Mt. Horeb area to Hwy 14.

45

243/243.01

120/121.03

None

None

You would be disturbing much more natural area and potentially wildlife during
construction along the Northern route.

46

507/507

None

None

None

| would appreciate specific answers to these questions, if possible

46

120/120.01

120/121.03

None

None

1. Purpose of transmission lines is to transfer power between old generation
sites (coal plants) and new generation sites (solar + wind). But this is only
needed at night or windless days. What is cost difference (and environmental)
between this plan and adding a small (biodiesel?) local generating plants where
needed? Small plants generate more long-term jobs as well. Which plan
generates more green-house gas, both in construction phase and long-term.

46

120/ 121.0304

None

None

None

2. Why rush? Why not replace existing poles with larger (and new lines) slowly,
over the years, as the old ones show wear and tear. Concentrate on more
efficient use of existing power, especially where outtages [sic] are more
frequent. Create more incentives for efficiency increases and alternative
generation (solar, wind, etc.).

46

120/121.03

None

None

None

3. It seems a real key to solving our problems is electrical storage. We will find
better batteries down the road, so why not use less-than-perfect storage now
where needed? Why not invest in innovative energy storage like heat storage in
ice banks? We did this back in the sixties and seventies! 4. What other solutions
have been proposed, analyzed, and shown to be clearly worse than the
proposed construction? Let's take another look a [sic] each of them because
conditions are changing!

47

120/120.02

None

None

None

Today, the demand for electricity in Wisconsin and most of the Midwest is flat or
declining. RUS should use current demand data and look at new electricity
generating sources that are being built and planned.

47

120/121.03

122/122.02

None

None

It's extremely important that the USDA/RUSS [sic] include a comprehensive,
cost-benefit analysis of non-transmission alternatives, including more spending
in energy efficiency, load management, and development of local renewable
energy.

47

280/280.05

None

None

None

For many years I've been involved in Sierra Club, Sustain lowa County, and
Citizens Climate Lobby.

We and the majority of our neighbors moved here because of the natural
beauty, peace, and quiet of the area. We drive a Prius, and grow and preserve
much of our own food. Our home is extremely well insulated. In winter we heat
and cook with wood, and enjoy passive solar hear from many south windows
and skylights. If there were more sustainable energy incentives, we would gladly
install solar panels for electricity

47

245/245.03

243/243.01

241/241.02

None

My husband and I live one mile from a proposed transmission route, Highway
ZZ along the north edge of Governor Dodge State Park, which is a sanctuary for
wildlife and threatened plant species.

47

245/245.04

None

None

None

Weaver Road where we live, is regularly enjoyed by bicyclists, motorcyclists,
and antigue car groups.

43

102/102.02

None

None

None

Save expense and don't install.
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No Number
Sensitive ecological area would be ruined. A. Wide variety of prairies. On my
property we have dry mesic prairie, wet sedge meadows, shady slopes with
49 1 241/241.01 232/232.07 None None spring ephemerals and plants, oak savannas, numerous water springs, rare
ferns, flowers, grasses.
49 > 243/243.04 None None None B. Reptiles and Amphibians - on our property we have several endangered

species - Blanchard's Cricket frogs, ornate box turtles.

2. Tourist economy - many bike tours, art tours (Fall Art Tour) occur in the
49 3 280/280.02 None None None Driftless area. These economies DEPEND on a physically beautiful
environment.

Giant, ugly towers do not belong in this area which people visit because of its

49 4 260/260 None None None
beauty.

3. People would have to vacate land under these towers. | have visited a friend
in Long Beach, CA and she has a horse that is boarded at a stable that is built
under giant electrical towers like the ones proposed here. She explained to me
that CA law prohibits people from having horses under these towers, but horses
49 5 283/283 None None None can live under them. So for several days we rode horses around this stable area
with crackling, sizzling electrical wires overhead. It was a very unnerving
experience that had me wondering what adverse health effects | was subjecting
my body to be spending time in an area not approved for human habitation. No
one in SW Wisconsin wants this going across their property!

4. From all sources | have read, this line is not needed. That above all should

49 6 120/120.02 None None None ) )
stop this project.
We do not want the Transmission lines to be built in the Driftless area - It is
50 1 280/280.05 None None None important to protect the environment from destruction that the initial build and
future maintenance will cause.
50 2 283/283 None None None There needs to be a Health impact study for humans and animals
The "NEED" for these power transmission lines has NOT been established in
50 3 120/120.02 None None None our area - | don't want to pay to build lines taking power to people in the East. *|
would appreciate an independent analysis of the NEED for these lines
I would also like the results of an independent study to disclose the impact on
50 4 280/281.02 None None None rates for local people who will pay for construction, maintenance and moving
power we won't use.
51 1 243/243.03 None None None fragmentation brings biodiversity down
51 2 244244 232/232 None None serious impact on protected lands and waters
the line is not needed or wanted by WI citizens - electric usage is flat or
51 3 120/120.02 None None None declining - how unjust - we would just be a transmission highway -
51 4 280/281.02 None None None increased rate
51 5 280/ 281.0101 None None None decrease in land value
51 6 280/280.02 None None None negative impact on tourism
52 1 280/281.02 None None None I do not believe the project has been subjected to a thorough cost benefit

analysis.
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52

120/120.02

None

None

None

The project has been predicated on the projection that the demand for electricity
will continue to grow, and that these transmission lines are the only solution to
meet future needs. This assumption overlooks the fact that demand for
electricity overall is dropping, or has remained steady, because of local green
power initiatives and energy saving technologies. Monies would be better spent
promoting these alternatives rather than investing in a very costly, and perhaps
redundant infrastructure project that has the potential to disrupt farms and
families, and degrade a fragile environment.

53

244/244.01

None

None

None

Family Farm Defenders is strongly opposed to the ATC project, mostly due to its
adverse impact on family farmers including the Amish which are members of our
organization.

54

280/280.02

280/281.01

None

None

I AM CONFIDENT THAT YOU WILL DISCOVER THAT THE INSTALLATION
OF THIS LINE WILL SIGNIFICANTLY DEGRADE OUR NATURAL HABITAT
AND LOWER OUR INCOME.

54

280/280.02

None

None

None

THE BASIC INSTALLATION OF 125 MILES OF TRANSMISSION LINES
THROUGH THIS POPULAR TOURIST AREA WILL SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT
THE ECONOMY OF OUR CITIZENS WHO DEPEND ON TOURISM FOR
THEIR INCOME. VISITORS COME HERE FOR NATURAL BEAUTY, AND
ATC'S LINES WILL DEFACE THAT VALUABLE ASSET OF OUR AREA.
ALMOST ALL OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES BENEFIT FROM THE TOURIST
DOLLAR. LAST YEAR TOURISTS CONTRIBUTED $19.3 BILLION TO
WISCONSI N'S ECONOMY. GOING FORWARD, NO "ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT" PAYMENT FROM ATC CAN PAY FOR WHAT WE GET FROM
VISITORS TODAY AND IN THE FUTURE.

54

120/120.02

None

None

None

ATC HAS NOT DEMONSTRATED ANY REAL NEED FOR THE LINE, NOR
HAS IT SHOWN THAT A CLEAN ENERGY ALTERNATIVE WOULD NOT BE A
LESS COSTLY ALTERNATIVE.

54

241/241

None

None

None

PLEASE CONSIDER OUR PRARIES, OUR OAK SAVANAS,

54

235/235

None

None

None

OUR ROCK OUTCROPPINGS

54

282/282.02

None

None

None

AND INDIAN MOUNDS

54

243/243.02

None

None

None

AS WELL AS BIRDS INCLUDING HENSLOW'S SPARROW, THE UPLAND
SANDPIPER, SHARP TAILED GROUSE, BOBOLINK, BLACKBIRD, AND
DICKEISSEL.

54

243/243.01

None

None

None

THEN CHECK FOR FOX, COYOTE, WOLF, BOBCAT, BEAR, AND WHITE
TAILED DEER.

55

280/281.02

None

None

None

| am a business person but also a consumer of electricity. | fully understand how
business works and profits must be attained by the business. Your plans to do
this are the easy way out for any company to make profit. These plans do not
benefit the consumer. | already know that Alliant does not own the lines, but ITC
does and ITC gets an annual increase every year faithfully from the lowa utilizes
board and we as the consumer have no recourse about the annual increases for
ITC.

55

110/110.07

None

None

None

| also think that people who used to be employed by utility companies should
NEVER serve on the lowa utilities board. This is a conflict of interest and should
be stopped immediately.
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No Number
These new transmission lines will carry electricity across the wires from long
distances. | have heard as far away from Beloit WI, and Marshalltown lowa.

55 3 120/120.01 280/281.02 None None Folks the real economics of this, the fur_ther_ away the power is transmitted the
more cost to the consumer. Example | live in Dubuque lowa and for the power to
be transmitted, means the electricity must travel further, which means a higher
cost from ITC for me to get electricity.

55 4 234/234.01 None None None ;Aoljvzrtgere is an environmental impact of destroying the land around these new

55 5 232/232.01 None None None Egta:(t))ymentlon the fact of possibly destroying the water aquifers that may lie

55 6 280/ 281.0101 None None None Besides that who in their right mind wants to build a house near these towers

and lines. Not me!

First of all keep the Dubuque Alliant power plant open. No | do not work there.
55 7 280/280.01 None None None Losing the power plant will cause job loss, even though Alliant says no jobs will
be loss. Jobs will be lost. | guarantee that.

Have Alliant partner with City of Dubuque, EPA, TCI, and any other paltners to
keep the power plant open. Now with the partners | mentioned, get grants or
loans and rebuild or modernize the plant. It should have been done years ago.
Now if that is done like it should be, here will be the outcome. Power from the
Dubuque Power plant can be transmitted to Dubuque residents at a fair

55 8 120/ 121.0304 None None None electricity rate. People will be hired for fulltime, good paying jobs at this plant,
causing those new employees to buy products, buy houses and other items in
Dubuque. Along with this, it will cause a new partnership for solar power to be
used in Dubuque to our power plant. The power plant can also supply electricity
and can be transmitted to other towns close buy but they will not be paying such
a high cost as you have planned.

This will eventually cause TCI and Alliant to layoff-fire employees. | do not think
you want this outcome. Folks | ook at all views in a full circle. | do not rely on
55 9 280/280.05 None None None one issue. | am not against business, but small business is the way to grow and
keep everyone happy. Remember every action has a reaction. Stand up and do
the right things will you. A concerned citizen of Dubuque.

The Town of Springdale Land Use Plan establishes a set of requirements and
goals for development. Page 5 of the Land Use Plan states among other goals
56 1 110/ 110.0408 None None None to "preserve the agricultural land, open spaces, and other natural resources of a
rural town". Springdale Township has many natural resources, some of which
are Federally protected.

Springdale Township has acres of protected wetlands. Just up the road from me

56 2 232/232.01 None None None is the headwaters to the Sugar River.

We have open spaces with nesting Bald Eagles the next valley over. There are
several pairs of nesting Sandhill cranes. We have Red Tailed Hawks and other
large predatory birds as well as large numbers of songbirds migrating through
Springdale Township.

56 3 243/243.02 None None None

We have Federally protected Blandings Turtle in Springdale Township and
56 4 243/243.04 None None None Henslow's Sparrows, which are a Species Of Concern Federally and a
threatened species according to the State.

56 5 241/241.02 None None None We also have two plant species that are of Special Concern status.
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56

243/243.01

None

None

None

Native pollinators like bees and hummingbirds both of which live in Springdale
Township need a certain amount of undeveloped land. | believe that building a
high voltage transmission line through farms and agricultural fields will bring
more development.

56

260/260

None

None

None

The beauty of the hills and valleys is spectacular and could never be replaced.

56

244/244.01

None

None

None

We are home to some of the most fertile farmland in the country and it needs
protecting.

56

110/ 110.0408

None

None

None

The Town of Springdale Land Use Plan does not include having transmission
lines and towers traversing the land in my opinion.

56

10

232/232.01

280/280.02

None

None

Extremely close to the proposed line is Black Earth Creek, once rated one of the
ten best trout streams in America. The presence of very large transmission lines
crisscrossing the landscape would seriously detract from the health and beauty
of our trout streams. Tens of millions of dollars come into the local economies
annually directly from the trout fisheries. This income source would be adversely
effected by the project.

56

11

235/235

None

None

None

The county land inside the proposed corridor of the transmission line sits in the
Driftless Area, one of the Nation’s most unique Geologic treasures, found only in
Wisconsin, parts of lowa and Minnesota. The Driftless Area land is called the
Paleozoic Plateau. It is characterized by caves, cave systems, disappearing
streams, sinkholes and springs. Disappearing streams occur where surface
water sinks down into the earth through fractured bedrock or a sinkhole, either
joining an aquifer or becoming an underground stream. Disappearing streams
can reemerge as large cold springs.

56

12

243/243.01

None

None

None

This is superb trout habitat.

56

13

232/232.01

None

None

None

There are springs all throughout the area. Ground water throughout Dane
county helps supply the drinking water for the City of Madison as well keeping
well water clean for the rural residents.

56

14

2441244

None

None

None

| believe a certain amount of land must remain undeveloped to preserve these
assets in Dane County Wisconsin and all the other counties affected throughout
the corridor.

56

15

245/245.03

None

None

None

There are State Parks in close proximity of the corridors and lands that are
designated State Natural Areas.

56

16

120/121.03

None

None

None

| do not believe the current two proposed routes would fulfill the obligation to use
existing corridors or roadways.

57

2441244

None

None

None

The property backs up to beautiful ridges and has natural fresh water springs.
The Springdale Land Use plan has some pretty distinct rules regarding land use
and overall preservation of the rural atmosphere, beautiful landscape and
business types that are allowed on the land.

57

110/ 110.0408

None

None

None

As with most zoning legalities, all land use in Springdale must be approved by
the local township. Springdale Township has very few businesses, most of them
agriculturally related.

57

250/250.09

None

None

None

The roads in Springdale are well maintained and are used for the rural residents,
and for travel purposes, but are not prepared for the amount of traffic that would
take place if the Cardinal Hickory Transmission Line Project went through the
land.
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57

4

232/232.03

None

None

None

The wetlands are home to animals, plant species and also are vital to the health
of the land in Springdale.

57

232/232.04

232/232.01

None

None

The wetlands as well as the streams and creeks in the area are also essential to
our water quality in Dane County. The effects of this project could significantly
affect the water table, which would be more than a local problem. The City of
Madison utilizes the ground water in this part of the State.

57

2447244

None

None

None

The roadways, the farm land, and lands surrounding wetlands to ensure their
health all need protecting from this project. Please consider the environmental
as well as zoning ramifications of this project.

57

280/280.05

None

None

None

| am writing to you in regards to the Cardinal Hickory Transmission Line Project.
| am a former resident of Springdale Township in Dane County, Wisconsin. My
mother owns land in the Town of Springdale, and | used to live there.

58

244/244

None

None

None

To erect a high-voltage line in ATC's proposed corridor would be to desecrate a
very unique stretch of land of stunning beauty. The driftless area of Southwest
Wisconsin is really a quite small region of closely-spaced, densely-wooded
steep hills and narrow valleys. The amount of land suitable for agricultural use is
limited, so the wild ecosystem is largely untouched, and there is a rich variety of
wildlife and native plants. To those of us who live or visit here, it is extremely
special for its peace and beauty and lack of major human intrusion.

58

243/243.02

None

None

None

It is a testament to the delicate balance of the ecosystem that a pair of bald
eagles has chosen to nest year-round along Trout Creek, north of Barneveld, for
the past decade or so. Bald eagles need thousands of acres of hunting ground,
and it is extremely important that their nest area remain undisturbed, especially
during the breeding and nesting season. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has
determined that December through June are times of sensitivity for bald eagles
in the Upper Midwest. It is well-known that bald eagles spend mid-winters along
the Wisconsin River during mating season, but it is much more rare for them to
nest here year-round, especially along such a small creek. We feel it is an honor
to have them here, and it is always a thrill to see them perched in the trees as
we drive by. Admittedly, the bald eagles' nest is not located directly in the path of
the power line, but the birds have been seen hunting at least three miles away,
and County Road T, which runs right north of the nest, will be one of the main
roadways used to transport equipment and materials. It would be a shame if
these amazing creatures would decide they were no longer safe where they are,
and abandon their nest.

58

243/243.01

None

None

None

Many residents of the driftless area go to lengths to enhance and protect the
deer habitat as well, such as planting heirloom prairie grasses, and maintaining
the health of the woodlands. Scarring the land with clear-cut right-of-ways would
scoff at their efforts.

58

250/250.05

None

None

None

Another concern is the effect on our infrastructure. The roads in this area are in
terrible shape. They are heaved- up and crowned, cracked and full of potholes.
A re the transmission companies going to have them rebuilt to withstand the
weight of their machinery? Because the farmers have a hard time with them as
they are now.
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58

120/120.01

None

None

None

It just seems that, it does not take a genius to take a good look at the area, and
at the fact that no one has ever built an east-west passageway through it, to
realize that it would be unusually difficult, disruptive, expensive, and foolish to do
So.

59

260/260

None

None

None

While being a blight on the landscape

59

120/120.02

120/121.03

None

None

My hope is that there is more than lip service being paid to the Environmental
Impact Survey and to alternative solutions which could have eliminated the need
for the project or at least scaled it back to a less damaging size.

59

280/281.02

None

None

None

These large transmission projects also serve as a means to get the utilities'
hands deeper into the pockets of rate payers across the state. Imagine investing
all these millions in local solutions which would strengthen the grid from the
distribution side and keep energy dollars in the state-

59

280/280.05

None

None

None

| hope that the PSC denies the Cardinal Hickory Creek line if for no other reason
than to preserve the timeless beauty and biodiversity of an area that even the
last ice age did not touch. Considering the rapid changes in the way energy is
produced and consumed today, the very idea of taking out a 30 year mortgage
to shore up 100 year old technology is like building the bigger dinosaur, even as
the meteor of their demise is on the horizon.

59

120/120.01

None

None

None

Moving wind energy hundreds or thousands of miles only discourages local
energy development and opens the grid to potential sabotage or bankruptcy.

59

280/281.02

None

None

None

It appears that industry has taken control of the regulatory process leaving rate
payers to finance a 125 mile transmission line that is both unnecessary and
destructive to Wisconsin environment and to our tourism economy. Please just
do a cost benefit analysis and proceed accordingly.

60

244/244.04

None

None

None

My property lies on the "northern corridor"” for the proposed transmission lines,
which would be built on the east side of my house.

60

241/241.01

None

None

None

Here is a photo of a pine relict that grows on the west side of my house. Nearby
at Governor Dodge State Park, which is also on the northern corridor, there are
more relicts. They are also found on the "southern corridor," the most notable
and largest one in my area being the Ridgeway Pine Relict State Natural Area.
Pine relicts go back 12,000 years to the time of the last glacier. Remnants exist
today only on "islands" of steep slopes and rocky cliffs in the Driftless Area of
Southwestern Wisconsin. The plants at ground level are an unusual mixture of
both northern species - from their origins in a colder and wetter climate, - and
southern species. The existence of rare pine relicts is just one of many reasons
why transmission lines should not be constructed anywhere in the Driftless Area.
There is no energy need that justifies ruining a unique landscape.

61

244/244.04

None

None

None

We invested our savings, and our lives, to buy a few acres of wooded south
facing hillside in the Township of Arena in 1982. The house we built and have
lived in since 1983 makes use of active and passive solar energy, geo-thermal
heating and cooling, and super insulation. But most importantly, it provides
access to the unigue beauty of the rural Driftless Area for us, and for two
younger generations of our family.
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| am a visual artist, photographer and journalist. My work locally includes editing
the Home News weekly in Spring Green (2005-2012), and painting large
permanently-installed murals based on Southwestern Wisconsin history and
61 5 280/280.05 None None None culture at Bethel Horizons Retreat and Nature Center (lowa County) and the

Black Earth Bank (Dane County). As a resident of rural lowa County, and a
longtime participant in local events, | am convinced for many reasons that the
proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek (CHC) high voltage transmission line would
despoil areas reverently treasured by current residents and visitors alike

and held sacred by Native inhabitants of earlier centuries. | have recently
61 3 282/282.02 None None None become aware of two possible Native American effigy mound locations in rural
Arena. These will be officially examined for verification.

and Taliesin, a national historic location and former home of Frank Lloyd Wright.
61 4 282/282.01 None None None These sites were chosen by their founders because of the pristine and unique
nature of the landscape.

Likewise thousands of bicyclists, canoers, kayakers, hikers, nature lovers,
61 5 245/245.04 280/280.02 None None tourists in general, visit the Driftless Area. Construction of CHC would
discourage visitors who are important cultural and economic assets.

Attached to this letter is an incomplete listing of endangered species in Arena
Township alone. As residents, we are treated daily to unequaled sights and
sounds in nature. For example, sandhill cranes space their nesting sites across
61 6 243/243.04 None None None lowa County beginning in early spring, and congregate by the thousands in
fields along northern Arena Township before migrating out-of-state in the fall.
The annual crane count is conducted by the International Crane Foundation, of
Baraboo.

61 7 243/243.02 None None None High voltage towers are menacing for large migrating birds.

We are especially conscious of the loss of wild honey-bee populations in our
area and fear that further encroachment would do more damage. We observe

61 8 243/243.01 None None None - . . :
numerous insects in general, butterflies, large moths, reptiles, snakes...so many
species in a natural setting that we love.

61 9 243/243.01 None None None I've observed arare pine marten and snow-white ermines near our house. Small
animals, rabbits, squirrels, chipmunks, gophers, foxes, are abundant.

61 10 243/243.02 None None None :]'ZSVLeSare bird species so numerous they overcome listing, raptors, eagles,

61 11 245/245.05 None None None Deer are thrilling to observe outside our house, and extremely sought after by

bow and gun hunters.

We know that land values and development choices currently being made will
61 12 244/244 None None None suffer if CHC is built. Some rural developers and landowners have already
reduced their efforts since the transmission line was proposed.

| view lowa County and the Driftless Area holistically. That means my concerns
include everything: the environment, culture, businesses, farms, economy, and
61 13 283/283 None None None certainly health concerns. The health of farms, livestock, and crops, to say
nothing about all other residents, visitors, fauna and flora, would doubtlessly be
directly affected by electromagnetic fields.

An added impact would be the stress and emotional damage caused by the
61 14 280/280.05 None None None disruption of our hills and valleys with a high voltage transmission line, with
immense footings and webs of towers and cable.
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61

15

280/281.02

None

None

None

Please consider the costs and act accordingly. | urge SWCA Environmental
Consultants to consider all the important aspects implied and required of an
Environmental Impact Statement as you consider our concerns and input
regarding the proposed Cardinal Hickory Creek project. | further ask that the EIS
you prepare will include comprehensive, cost-benefit analysis of non-
transmission alternatives using the same budget that all electric customers
would assume over 40 years to pay for the construction, financing, operation,
maintenance, and depreciation of the high voltage transmission option.

61

16

243/243.04

None

None

None

Threatened and Endangered Species and Species of Concern: The ATC/CHC
proposed corridors through lowa and Dane counties traverse many high-quality
habitats for threatened, endangered and Federal Species of Concern (SOC).
The area's characteristic Southern Sedge Meadows, Oak Openings and
Barrens, Pine Relicts, Dry Prairies, Mesic and D1y-mesic Forests, fast, cold
Streams, Dry and Moist Cliffs and Forested Seeps shelter and nurture diverse
populations of birds, insects, amphibians, reptiles and plants. A quick review of
Wisconsin's Natural Heritage Inventoly for the township/ranges under active
CHC corridors reveals the following species would be at risk from the project:
Birds Henslow Sparrow (found in 12 of the 16 township/ranges under CHC
corridors in lowa and Dane Counties) Loggerhead Shrike (found in 2 of the 16
township/ranges in both counties) Threatened species found here are: Acadian
Flycatcher, Bell's Vireo, Cerulean Warbler, Hooded Warbler and upland
Sandpiper. A Western Meadowlark population has been identified only in
Brigham Township, Dane County. Bees The rare Rusty-Patched Bumble Bee
has been identified in 8 of the 11 township/ranges (all in lowa County) traversed
by the CHC line. Butterflies Regal Fritillary populations are located in 2
township/ranges in lowa County and 2 in Dane County. Frogs and Turtles
Blanchard's Cricket Frog populations have been identified in 8 of the 11 lowa
County township/ranges traversed by CHC corridors. Pickerel Frog populations
have been recorded in 8 of the 16 township/ranges (in both counties). Blanding's
Turtle populations have been found in 6 of the 16 township/ranges (in both
counties). Ornate Box Turtle populations have been recorded in 6 of the 16
township/ranges (in both counties). Fish and Snakes The Lake Sturgeon has
been identified in one township/range under the CHC line in lowa County. Lake
Chubsucker and the threatened Pugnose Shiner have both been identified in
one township/range located in Middleton township, Dane. County.
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We have lived in the home my husband built in the Township of Arena since
1983. During this time we have invested savings and earned income in
superinsulation, passive solar power and geo-thermal heating and cooling. Our
choices reflect a lifelong commitment to alternative energy that serves to protect
both our immediate environment and our fragile planet. Our life in Wisconsin's
unique Driftless Area provides access to environmental assets of beauty, clean
water (we have a "heritage well"), rare plants, endangered habitats, animals and
unique cultural assets such as Frank Lloyd Wrights' Taliesin and American

62 1 280/280.05 None None None Players Theater, a nationally respected classical theater venue. | have served
as an art educator in local public schools, founder and director of Rural
Musicians Forum, which provides a summer concert series and music
scholarships for graduating high school students, and summer tour guide for
hundreds of visitors to Taliesin and the Frank Lloyd Wright School of
Architecture. My visual art is displayed in local galleries and has been
purchased by University Hospitals and Clinics, countless individuals, and
includes commissions in public buildings. The subject matter of most of my work
is related to and inspired by the landscape and ecosystems that surround us.

As a resident of lowa County and longtime active participant in my community, |
am convinced that the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek (CHC) high voltage
transmission line would have a severe impact not only on an already rare and

62 2 280/280.02 245/245.04 None None ; . f %
unique environment, but also upon our economy. Thousands of tourists visit the
Driftless Area to hike, canoe, kayak, visit Taliesin and American Players
Theater, enjoy our parks and recreation areas.

62 3 243/243.04 None None None Attached to this letter is an incomplete listing of endangered species in Arena

Township alone.

We are aware of the disappearance of our once plentiful monarch butterflies and
62 4 243/243 244/244.01 None None of depletion in wild honey bee swarms needed to pollinate agricultural
enterprises and our own organic vegetable and flower gardens.

Nearby, nesting sandhill cranes, migrating birds, raptors would be threatened by

62 5 243/243.02 None None None high voltage towers.

There have been no adequate studies of the impact of high voltage
electromagnetic fields or stray voltage upon livestock and human beings.
However, we have heard stories from farmers in Middleton, near the Badger
Coulee line, whose GPS on tractors no longer work.

62 6 283/283 None None None

At recent "scoping" sessions none of my questions were answered in depth. A
common response was, "That's not my area of expertise." We heard the
argument that high voltage transmission lines are "like highways. You pay for a
highway that goes all the way to Boston because we all use the highways." In
the case of roads, this may be applicable, but we, the people of Wisconsin, are
not going to be using transmitted energy. All studies show a decline in our
energy use and many of us are committed to developing alternative energies
such as solar power, photo-voltaic, etc., that have worked well in Europe and
are unattractive to American privately owned power companies. Their
importation is prohibited by law.

62 7 120/120.02 None None None
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62

122/122

None

None

None

It is unclear to me whether SWCA Environmental Consultants are an entity
completely separate from interests of the transmission companies. Impartial
environmental studies that are safeguards and embody protective regulations
are the only realistic balance in a scenario stacked in favor of the clear profit
motives of private corporations proposing transmission of energy that will cost
millions of dollars added to our utility bills for decades to come.

62

280/281.02

None

None

None

We ask for, at very least, a cost benefit analysis of the proposed high voltage
transmission lines.

62

10

122/122

None

None

None

We ask for environmental impact studies and information provided by educated,
impartial scientists who can provide honest data.

62

11

243/243.04

None

None

None

Threatened and Endangered Species and Species of Concern. The ATC/CHC
proposed corridors through lowa and Dane counties traverse many high-quality
habitats for threatened, endangered and Federal Species of Concern (SOC).
The area's characteristic Southern Sedge Meadows, Oak Openings and
Barrens, Pine Relicts, Dry Prairies, Mesic and Dry-mesic Forests, fast, cold
Streams, Dry and Moist Cliffs and Forested Seeps shelter and nurture diverse
populations of birds, insects, amphibians, reptiles and plants. A quick review of
Wisconsin's Natural Heritage Inventoly for the township/ranges under active
CHC corridors reveals the following species would be at risk from the project:
Birds Henslow Sparrow (found in 12 of the 16 township/ranges under CHC
corridors in lowa and Dane Counties) Loggerhead Shrike (found in 2 of the 16
township/ranges in both counties) Threatened species found here are: Acadian
Flycatcher, Bell's Vireo, Cerulean Warbler, Hooded Warbler and upland
Sandpiper. A Western Meadowlark population has been identified only in
Brigham Township, Dane County. Bees The rare Rusty-Patched Bumble Bee
has been identified in 8 of the 11 township/ranges (all in lowa County) traversed
by the CHC line. Butterflies Regal Fritillary populations are located in 2
township/ranges in lowa County and 2 in Dane County. Frogs and Turtles
Blanchard's Cricket Frog populations have been identified in 8 of the 11 lowa
County township/ranges traversed by CHC corridors. Pickerel Frog populations
have been recorded in 8 of the 16 township/ranges (in both counties). Blanding's
Turtle populations have been found in 6 of the 16 township/ranges (in both
counties). Ornate Box Turtle populations have been recorded in 6 of the 16
township/ranges (in both counties). Fish and Snakes

63

120/120

None

None

None

Please be sure that the process used to develop the Environmental Impact
Statement is VERY robust.

63

235/235

None

None

None

First and foremost, the proposed track will take it through the heart of the
Driftless Area. 85% of which is in SW Wisconsin. As you know, this is an area
unique in the US in that the glaciers did not cover it or retreat over it. As a result
the geography, geology and ecosystems are unique.

63

260/260

None

None

None

17-story towers and power lines over 125 miles will scar the area irreparably.

63

280/280.02

None

None

None

Tourism, recreation, property values and the attractive draw to the culture of the
outdoors, all of which are foundational to the economic health of cities and
towns in the Driftless Area, all stand to lose in terms of economics and vigor.
These losses will not be recoverable.
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63

243/243.02

None

None

None

Additionally the flyways through the open areas and over the river will be less
safe for the large populations of migratory birds.

63

243/243.01

None

None

None

And fish and wildlife populations will be negatively impacted as well.

63

120/120.02

None

None

None

And finally, this degradation and deterioration of unique lands will be
accomplished for unnecessary reasons. The extra power is not needed: electric
usage has been flat or decreasing throughout the upper Midwest due to
improved efficiencies and conservation. And needs can be met with a combined,
coordinated program of continued conservation and clean energy generation.
Renewable resources are being increased as we speak and projected without
significant negative impact on the lands and area.

64

280/280.05

None

None

None

My name is Dorothy Martin. | grew up in lllinois at the edge of the southern tip of
the Driftless Area. My husband (deceased) was a veteran. His military career
took me to all parts of the world and | ended up in California. My heart belongs
in the Midwest. My sister lives in rural Southwest Wisconsin. | have been
searching for a home in this beautiful native countryside, the Driftless Area.
Recently | have heard about the ATC Cardinal-Hickory Creek transmission line
project.

64

260/260

None

None

None

One of the suggested routes of this transmission line runs through the property
of the family home of my sister. This horrific monstrosity would destroy the
aesthetics of this natural landscape of pristine prairies, woodlands, and rugged
bluffs, never disturbed by glacial activity.

64

243/243.01

None

None

None

Habitats for thousands of wild animals would be obliterated.

64

280/ 281.0101

None

None

None

| feel it is an abomination to scathe the natural beauty of Wisconsin. | have
delayed my home search until | hear exactly where this line will ravage the land
as any real estate would be devalued immediately.

64

120/121.03

None

None

None

Please do your best to alter your plans of crossing the Driftless Area and
develop a source of power nearest the areas that need it.

65

280/280.05

None

None

None

As concerned citizens of Platteville Township, we are compiling a listing of
several environmental reasons why we oppose the Cardinal-Hickory Creek
transmission line coming through our township. We take great pride in our
historical beautiful countryside. We are a part of the DRIFTLESS AREA LAND
CONSERVANCY. The Driftless Area is recognized internationally and by the
Departments of Natural Resources in four states as a region of critical
conservation opportunity and concern.

65

243/243.01

None

None

None

The Driftless Area contains multiple rare habitats and is the largest contiguous
area of fish and wildlife in the Upper Mississippi River basin area.
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65

120/120.02

None

None

None

1. Lack of "need". The current supply of electricity exceeds demand and does
not meet the need standard under Wisconsin law. 2. The proposed line is not
likely to be needed in the foreseeable future. There is no evidence that this
transformational energy trend across both residential and business sectors will
reverse.

* End-users - refrigerators, AC units, HVAC systems and the like continue to
become more energy efficient.

* Further energy developments of solar and hydro thermal.

» Lighting - LED lighting Is a game-changing technology that's 90 - 95% more
efficient than incandescent lighting

» American Transmission Company has not shown documentation that the
proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek transmission line is needed now or for the
reasonable foreseeable future In Platteville Township.

65

232/232.01

None

None

None

Degradation of clean streams and ground water.

65

243/243.01

None

None

None

Degradation of wildlife habitat.

65

260/260

None

None

None

Degradation of unique and beautiful landscapes.

65

~N[(o|o|b~

244/244

None

None

None

Impairment of conservation projects and easements.

65

235/235

None

None

None

1. "Geology of Upper Mississippi Valley - Zinc/Lead District", by Allen V. Heyl Jr.,
1959 copyright. (Due to the size of the lead mining map obtained from this book,
which shows the broadness of the Southwest Wisconsin lead mining region, an
attachment has been added to this report. Please see it labeled as
"Attachment".)

65

244/244.03

None

None

None

2. Bell Investment Trust BJB - Section 18.

65

10

244/244.05

243/243.04

None

None

3. Mine Shaft - Dave Brylski - Comes out on Dale Hood Farm - Section 18 and
19. 4. Fred Domann land, Section 19, has a bat hibernacula, which is actually a
tunnel of an old lead mine. This hibernacula is currently housing the Indiana Bat,
which has been tested free of white-nose disease by the Department of Natural
Resources. 5. Richard Sellmeyer farm has old mine diggings, Section 21. 6.
Three mines are located on the Hammes farm, Section 32. There are three old
mine shafts. One of these shafts is a bat hibernacula. The DNR is aware of the
hibernacula, and has checked the bats to be free of white-nose disease. DNR
Warden Jennifer A. Redell was the investigating contact.

65

11

282/282.01

None

None

None

7. A very historical 1800's stone house is on the Klinge Farm, Section 21, which
is still inhabited today. There is a "badger hut", which is a miner's temporary
home, on this property. Artifacts have been found at this location.
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8. The following farms have had diggings and testing for lead and zinc ore:
* Klinge Family LLC - Section 21
+ Judi Sellmeyer Farm - Section 21
» Owen Bennett Farm - Section 21
« Virginia Dimick Farm - Section 20
» Michael & Joy Oliverio Farm - Section 20
* Merv Wehnke Farm - Section 20

65 12 244/244.05 None None None « Stan Quincy Farm - Section 20
+ Phyllis and Stan Quincy Farm - Section 29
» James Hammes Farm - Section 32
+ David and Margaret Klar Farm - Section 33
» James Klinger Farm (Klinger Trust) Section 33
« Patrick and Julia Clare - Section 33"
* Several more farms in Platteville Township have the same soil types that are
conducive to lead mining.
The Indiana Bat has been located and tested by the Department of Natural
Resources in Platteville Township. Heather and Paul White are the DNR people
who gave us this fact. A very large hibernaculum has also been located in the
Cassville, Wisconsin area. The Swiss Valley area in Dubuque County, lowa also
has the Indiana Bat.

65 13 243/243.04 None None None » The Long-Eared Myotis Bat has been sighted in the Platteville area, and it is on
the endangered species list.
* Bob-0-Link birds are coming back to set aside lands. (Very endangered.)
* Platteville Township offers protection for prairie remnants and area sensitive
species, such as grassland birds, to include pheasant, quail, grouse, mourning
doves and turkeys.
« Platteville Township offers prime locations for nesting birds. These birds

65 14 243/243.02 None None None include Baltimore Orioles, Grosbeaks, Red-headed Woodpeckers, Hairy

Woodpeckers, Downy Woodpeckers, Cooper's Hawks, Indigo Buntings,
Bluebirds, and many other species.

H-24




Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report — Volume IlI

Letter/
Form
No.

Comment
Number

Code #1

Code #2

Code #3

Code #4

Comment Text

65

15

243/243.04

None

None

None

« Bald Eagles reside year-round in different locations where food and water are
available. There are Bald Eagles that nest in Section 18, Section 19 and Section
20. This is likely due to the habitat of the Platte River. Studies show that the bald
eagle population is in decline.

» The Eagle Valley Nature Preserve In the Cassville area has been a mecca for
the Bald Eagle. The open water by the power plants was an attraction for
eagles. The Eagle Valley Nature Preserve was founded in the early 1970's near
Cassville to protect the nesting area of eagles.

» The Cardinal-Hickory Creek project would severely impact this area. The
preferred Cardinal-Hickory Creek route would be to build a new 34Skv
transmission line across the Mississippi River near the now closed Nelson
Dewey Power Plant. This would be a new corridor on both sides of the river and
would go through at least one wildlife refuge. The alternate route would be
double circuiting the 345 kv Cardinal-Hickory Creek line with the existing 161kv
line that crosses at the (closed) Stoneman Power Plant. This would add 8 new
wires across the migratory flyway, and would also pass over an elementary
school. Terry Ingram, perhaps the most knowledgeable living bald eagle
authority, is at odds with the wide-spread perception that the bald eagle
population is robust. His data on reproduction is quite disturbing and does not
substantiate the Fish and Wildlife figures.

* Dr. Dan Frenzel of the University of Minnesota has done research on bald
eagles and suggests that human activity within a quarter of a mile of an eagle's
nest during the first 6 to 8 weeks of the nesting period is quite harmful. - Bald
eagles were removed from the federal list of threatened and endangered
species on August 9, 2007, and are no longer protected under the Endangered
Species Act. However, bald eagles remain protected under the Bald and Golden
Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

» The Bald and Golden Eagle Act prohibits anyone from taking, possessing, or
transporting a bald eagle (Hallaeetus [sic] leucocephalus) or golden eagle
(Aquila chrysaetos), or the parts, nests, or eggs of such birds without prior
authorization. This Includes Inactive nests as well as active nests. Take means
to pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, destroy,
molest, or disturb. Activities that directly or indirectly lead to take are prohibited
without a permit.

65

16

243/243.02

None

None

None

» The Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge is a part of the
central United States waterfowl migration flyway that's recognized as a "Ramsar
Convention Globally Important Bird Area". Multiple studies have demonstrated
the significant danger that transmission lines present to migrating waterfowl.

65

17

243/243.01

None

None

None

* Platteville Township has southern sedge meadows, oak openings and barrens,
pine relicts, dry prairies, mesic and dry-mesic forests and Karst topography.
These areas shelter and nurture diverse populations of birds, insects,
amphibians, reptiles, and plants.

65

18

243/243.04

None

None

None

* Blanchard Cricket Frogs are on the endangered species list. These
endangered frogs have been found in the wetlands, streams and near rivers in
Platteville Township.
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65

19

245/245.05

None

None

None

* Platteville Township offers prime hunting opportunities with bow and gun for
the white-tail deer. The rare white-tail albino deer have been documented and
photographed in Platteville Township.

* Platteville Township offers prime hunting for small game, such as: Rabbit,
squirrel, raccoon, coyotes, fox and mourning doves.

» Platteville Township offers trapping for raccoon, muskrat, mink, fox and beaver.

65

20

282/282.01

None

None

None

« Platte Mound (Big M) is extremely historic, not only to the City of Platteville and
Platteville Township, but to the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, as well. The
following information was taken from the "History of Grant County" Holford 1900
edition: "In the summer of 1827 Mr. Rountree made an exploration of the county
which he has thus described in a talk to the Old Settlers' Club in 1876: A friend
and himself who were located on the headwaters of the Fever River, took a
prospecting tour to the northwest. As they saw the Platteville Mounds in the
early morning they thought they were one of the most beautiful sights in nature.
They climbed to the top of the mounds and viewed the country over. It was a
wide and lovely prospect, but an unbroken wilderness. It was the 4tn of July- the
51" birthday of our national independence. They inscribed their names upon the
rocks of the mound and also inscribed the statement that they were celebrating
the Fourth there. They did not stay there long, for it was a hot day and they
wanted water, so they set out to the north. There was no road - nothing but an
Indian trail. They had with them their blankets and provisions and were
prepared to prospect for mineral. “Another account of this story is taken from the
"Wisconsin Magazine of History, Volume 28, 1944-1945. History of Old
Platteville 1827 - 1835", by James A. Wilgus. "After traveling some distance on
foot with Alexander Gray, who was one of my traveling companions from
Montgomery County, lllinois, and occasionally digging what was then called a
sucker-hole in search for lead ore over the Country about New Diggings,
Gratiot's Grove, Shullsburg, and Elk Grove without finding any mineral for the
balance of the month of May and all of June and the first three days of July, on
the morning of the 4th of July, 1827, we concluded to visit the Mounds (called
the Platte Mounds), and as it was a beautiful, clear, bright day, we could have a
fine view of the surrounding country and spent our nation's 51'1 birthday on
the most commanding position that we had ever seen....From there we travelled
north along that beautiful prairie country to where Wingville was afterwards
settled and located." The following information was taken from the University of
Wisconsin-Platteville website in commemoration of its 1501 anniversary, which
was held this year: The "Big M", also known as the Platte Mound, Is an iconic
symbol of mining tradition and the history of the University of Wisconsin
Platteville marked its 75th anniversary this year. The world's largest "M" is
located on the Platte Mound, which is four miles northest [sic] of the city of
Platteville, and has served to help identify the university throughout the years.
At a December 1924 meeting of the Engineering Club, members voted to place
an "M" on the mound. A committee of five students was formed to investigate
the project. The investigation did not take place and there was no mention of an
"M" until 1936. As history tells it, Wisconsin Mining School students Raymond
"Pat" Medley '37 and Alvin Knoerr '37 stomped a large "M" in heavy snow on the
Platte Mound In 1936. "It took several trips in parallel to widen out the path so
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that it would show up at a distance," explaned [sic] Knoerr in Thomas B.
Lundeen's book, "Jubilee! A History of the College of Engineering, The
University of Wisconsin-Platteville, 1908- 1983." "Shortly before sundown we
walked back to Platteville and were happy to note that the "M" could be
discerned at a distance, said Knoerr in the book. The weather was particularly
cold and the image of the "M" was frozen in the hillside. "This freeze contributed
to the life of the snow "M" and to its visibility, because a noticeable amount of
dust or other material accumulated in the frozen pathway to make it more
visible", recalled Knoerr. The following spring, a classmate of Knoerr suggested
they construct a stone "M". Another student suggested they make it the largest
"M" in the country, even larger than the Colorado School of Mines "M", which
was 200 feet high. "When Pat and | had worked at Climax in Colorado during
the previous summer as student miners, we resented the way some of the
Colorado students would look down on Platteville miners as being inferior," said
Knoerr. "Maybe that had something to do with the decision to outclass Colorado
as "M" builders. The school obtained permission from landowner William Snow
to construct the "M", which is 241 feet high and 214 feet wide. Shortly after
beginning the project, H. B. Morrow, director of the Wisconsin Mining School,
approved a field day for students to help construct the "M". Students used picks,
crowbars and wheelbarrows to move an estimated 400 tons of limestone to form
the “M". The "M" was completed in the fall of 1937. Throughout the years, the
"M" has been cemented, limed and whitewashed. The outline of the "M" is fit
once each year in the fall and for special occasions, using coffee cans
containing kerosene. Wicks made from sound-deadening board are lit inside
more than 200 cans. The "M" was first lit on October 16, 1937 as a part of
Homecoming festivities. The torch traveled 4.6 miles, in an Olympic-style relay
between students from the university to the "M". After being lit, the "M" is visible
from parts of lllinois, lowa and Wisconsin. The original "M" design was based
on the monogram of the Wisconsin Mining School in 1936. The "M" garnered
national fame in the May 23, 1949 edition of Life magazine. The multi-page
spread highlighted the lighting of the "M" and compared it to others throughout
the country. MTV featured the "M" in November 1987 as 650 students gathered
to complete the music televisions logo on the mound. The "M" was also
instrumental in influencing the selection of Platteville as the site for Disney's
Mickey's Hometown Parade on July 4, 1998. The Disney committee selected
Platteville as one of their small towns to host the Disney parade and celebration
on July 4, 1998. To boost their chances at being selected, members of the
Platteville Jaycees recruited approximately 250 people who dressed in black
and made Mickey's ears on the "M". Following Snow's death, the 90 acres
became the property of L. R. Clausen. He later donated the property to the
Wisconsin State College and Institute of Technology. The Platteville Mining
School became the Wisconsin Institute of Technology in 1939 and later merged
with the School with the Platteville State Teachers College in 1959 to become
the Wisconsin State College and Institute of Technology at Platteville. In 1971,
the name changed to the University of Wisconsin-Platteville. The land remains
under the ownership of the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin
System, and the property was later named Clausen Park. Clausen Park is
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located at the base of the Platte Mound, "M". It is heavily used by hikers, bikers,
runners and people who want to picnic. The Platteville Mound is one mile long
and approximately one-half mile wide, 150 feet high and 450 feet above the city
at the summit of the hill. The "M" was built on the south side of the hill at a 45-
degree gradient. The "M" is maintained by VECTOR, a student organization on
campus consisting of representatives of organizations within the College of
Engineering, Mathematics and Sciences. Maintenance includes whitewashing
the "M" with lye at least once a year.

» Cemeteries: o Blockhouse/Robinson Cemetery o Adney Cemetery o Indian
Park Cemetery o Greenwood Cemetery o Hillside Cemetery

« It should be noted Revolutionary War Veteran Samuel Mitchell, and the
founder of the City of Platteville and Platteville Township, John Rountree, are
buried at Hillside Cemetery. Many other members of the Rountree and Mitchell
families are also buried at Hillside Cemetery. Calvary/St. Mary's Cemetery. A
small private cemetery is located along Highway 81 across the road from where
Tom Genthe lives (Section 5).

» Mitchell-Rountree Stone Cottage - The Grant County Historical Society
operates the Mitchell-Rountree Stone Cottage. Built in 1837 by Reverend
Samuel Mitchell, father-in-law of John Rountree, the cottage stands today as it
did for over 150 years ago, with original furnishings and restored interior and
exterior. The Stone Cottage is known as "an architectural gem like no other in
Wisconsin." The two foot thick walls of dolomite Galena limestone are examples
of some of the most perfect stone construction to be found in the United States.
* Rountree House - This is the home of Platteville's founder, John Rountree.

* Platteville Academy - This is where the University of Wisconsin Platteville
began, and it is still in existence today.

* Ullrich Hall - located on the UW-Platteville Campus. It was built in 1916, and is
the oldest building on the university campus. Ullrich Hall has been placed on the
State Historical Register.

* Rountree Hall- This building was built in 1866. It was the State of Wisconsin's
first Normal School. The structure is an apartment building today.

» Stone Cheese Factory - Built in 1920. This building is registered with the State
of Wisconsin Historical Society under historical #55767.

» Platteville's Downtown and Second Street Historic Districts - Most of these
buildings are historic.

« J. L. Pickard House (formerly the Trl-Cor Insurance building. Built in 1850.
Historical #46062.)

« Clifford Schuldt Farmhouse (Built in 1855. Historical #55778.)

+ David canny Home - Originally the Jacob Hoosier Homestead. Was built In the
1830's.

* Platteville Mining Museum - This building was originally built as a schoolhouse,
and was the former Rock School. Construction took from 1857-1863. The
Bevan's lead Mine opened at this location in 1845. A portion of this lead mine is
open for the public to view today.

* Rollo Jamison Museum - The Rollo Jamison Museum began in Beetown,
Wisconsin as a private collection of Rollo Jamison. Jamison collected artifacts of
Southwest Wisconsin history for over 70 years. No longer able to care for his
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collection due to his age, Jamison offered it to the City. In 1980, Platteville's City
Council accepted the collection. The Rollo Jamison Museum is located in
Platteville’s first high school built in 1905. The collections were studied,
interpretive exhibits developed, educational programs instituted and the Rollo
Jamison Museum opened to the public in 1981. Since then additional artifacts
have been donated by area citizens eager to see that local history is preserved
and that this story is available to area school children, residents, and visitors.
* Manx Museum - This museum is dedicated to showcasing the immigrants from
the Isle of Man and their descendants to North America. The Isle of Man is
located in the Irish Sea between England, Ireland and Scotland. This museum is
a place where people of all ages and backgrounds can explore the history of the
Manx culture for their learning enjoyment and also gain a heightened
understanding and appreciation of the Manx culture.
« Trinity Episcopal Church
« First Congregational Church
« First English Lutheran Church
* Church of Christ
* Free Methodist Church
* New Hope Assembly of God Church
* Platteville United Methodist Church
* Rolling Hills Church
« St. Augustine University Parish
» St. Mary's Catholic Church
+ St. Mary's Catholic School
» Westview Methodist Church
» Whig United Methodist Church
» Church of the Latter Day Saints
CENTURY FARMS
+ Aiken-Graney Family Farm/Richard and Laurie Graney - Section 2, 7231 State
Road 80 - On paper, this family homestead can be documented to 1837.
However, paper records only go back that far. Family lore has it that after being
mustered out of the Blackhawk War relatives were walking back to lllinois from
Spring Green when they spotted this piece of land and decided to make it their
family homestead. Therefore, this family farm is likely well over 176 years old.
(Continuous family ownership since 1839.)
+ Judi Sellmeyer Farm - Section 21, 6031 Highway 80 South - 150 years old.
65 21 244/244.01 282/282.01 None None (Continuous family ownership since 1866.)

* Fred and Arlene Bonin Farm - Sections 29 and 32, 5287 Major lane - 161
years old. (Continuous family ownership since 1855.)

* Fred Klinge Family/carol Edge and Fern Whitcher - Section 21, 5921 Old
Highway 151-122 years old. (Continuous family ownership since 1894)

« Jim and Judy Lory Farm - Section 20, 5865 Southwest Road - 166 years old.
(Continuous family ownership since 1850.)

+» Dale Sander/Sander Family Farm - Section 22 - 5958 Highway 151 South, 161
years old.

* Orlan and Carol Sander Farm - Section 22 - 906 College Farm Road, 162
years old. (Continuous family ownership since 1854.)
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65

22

244/244.02

None

None

None

Dairies Tom Weigel 400 Cows Section 26

Mike Weigel 100 Cows Section 29

Charlie Vesbach 100 Cows Section 25

Ryan Meisen 50 Cows Section 27

Dave Huehne 50 Cows Section 7

Duane Schuler 50 Cows Section 4 Matt Miller 100 Cows Section 27

Owen Bennett 200 Cows Section 20

Wayne and Jackie Dieter 150 Cows Section 12

Robert Voigts 100 Cows Section 13 Goat Farms

There are four goat farms in Platteville Township that are Amish owned. The
Farm Service Agency in Grant County (Lancaster} will not disclose owners of
these farms for privacy reasons. Many more of these goat farms are starting up.
» Sheep and Llamas Destiny Acres, LLC Wayne & Jackie Dieter 40 Sheep 8
Llamas Section 20 Section 12

* Horses Fourteen farms in Platteville Township currently have equine. There
are two stables that board horses, and their numbers change with different
situations. Approximately 80 horses are currently owned, and approximately 20
horses are boarded.

* Beef o Cletus and Janet Vondra - Section 36 o Roger and Elaine Wehnke -
Section 35 o Paras and Lori Reddy - Section 34 o Arnold Anderson - Section 34
David and Margaret Klar - Section 33 o Leroy and Connie Cardy- Section 31 o
Shinn Revocable Trust - Section 30 Richard and Patricia Lange - Section 30 o
Stan and Phyllis Quncy- Section 29 o Arie Dieter - Section 28 o Clare Land
Company LCC - Section 28 Richard and Patricia Lange - Section 27 o Scott
Farm Enterprises Inc. - Section 19 Michael and Joy Oliverio - Section 20 o
Dale and Carol Hood - Section 18 o BJB Cattle Company LLC-Section 17
James and Suzanne Weigel - Section 7 o Jeff and Ann Jenkins - Section 6 o
calvin Jr. and Barbara Gatch - Section 8 o Roger and Jane Pink - Section 5 o
Dorothy Fowler - Section 9 David Margan - Section 3 James and Patricia
Schaefer - Section 2 0 Wayne and Jackie Dieter - Section 12 Cattle numbers
could not be broken down to Platteville Township only, as the census shows
Grant County cattle numbers.

65

23

244/244

None

None

None

LAND USE Description % Area Urban/Developed 13.5% Agriculture 39.4%
Grassland 37.4% Forest 9.1% Wetland 0.1% Barren 0.2%

65

24

244/244.01

None

None

None

Farmland Preservation According to Lynda Schweikert, Administrator at the
Grant County Conservation, Sanitation, & Zoning Department, 150 Alona Lane,
Lancaster, Wisconsin 53813, 608-723-6377, extension 3, there are 4,294 acres
in Platteville Township that encompasses 22 participants. Names and locations
of these participants could not be disclosed, due to a privacy act.

65

25

250/250

None

None

None

TRANSPORTATION

* The east and south sides of Platteville Township are close to four-lane U. S.
Highway 151.

» The Cardinal-Hickory Creek transmission line would cross over Highway 80 on
the south side of Platteville Township.

» The Cardinal-Hickory Creek transmission line would cross over Highway 81 on
the north side of Platteville Township
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65

26

250/250.08

None

None

None

* The Platteville Municipal Airport Is on the south end of Platteville Township.

* There are helicopter pads at the Southwest Health Center and Grantland
Regional Hospital, which are used for emergencies on a daily basis, and
sometimes more often.

* The Platteville Municipal Airport has 56 flights flying out of the airport daily, and
it can house up to 32 planes. The University of Wisconsin-Platteville has an
aviation course where the instructor and student use the municipal airport for
lessons

65

27

250/250

None

None

None

* Platteville Township has the privilege of having the following major roads
passing through it: o U. S. Highway 151(four-lane) o State Highway 80 (north
and south) o State Highway 81 (south and northwest) o County D (north and
south) o West County B (connects to State Highway 61) o East County B (goes
out past the Platte and Belmont Mounds and connects to the Village of Belmont.

65

28

283/283

None

None

None

* Mennonite and Amish have complained about health issues that are connected
to high voltage transmission lines

65

29

280/ 281.0101

None

None

None

« Studies show that property values near high voltage transmission lines
decrease 20 to 30 percent in value.

65

30

283/283

None

None

None

» Both Amish and Mennonites cross roads with non-rubber wheels. These
vehicles often have steel wheels. What happens with stray voltage when they
are traveling and/or are using this type of machinery? Safety is a major concern
to these people

65

31

244/244.01

None

None

None

* The Amish and Mennonite communities are developing egg and chicken
hatcheries, as well as raising organic produce.
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Extremely high voltages lines cause electrostatic effects, whereas short circuit
currents and line loading currents are responsible for electromagnetic effects.
The effect of these electrostatic fields is seen prominent with living things like
humans, plants, animals, along with vehicles, fences and buried pipes under
and close to these lines.

ELECTROMAGNETIC EFFECTS ON HUMAN BEINGS

» The human body is composed of some biological materials like blood, bone,
brain, lungs, muscle, skin, etc. The permeability of the human body is equal to
permeability of air but within a human body has different electromagnetic values
at a certain frequency for different material.

» The human body contains free electric charges (largely in iron-rich fluids such
as blood and lymph) that move in response to forces exerted by charges on and
currents flowing in nearby power lines. The processes that produce these body
currents are called electric and magnetic induction.

+ According to research and publications put out by the World Health
Organization, electromagnetic fields, such as those from power lines can cause:
65 32 283/283 None None None » Short Term Health Problems « Headaches ¢ Fatigue ¢ Anxiety * Insomnia ¢
Prickling and/or burning skin * Rashes * Muscle pain « Hearing disabilities * Long
Term Health Problems « Risk of damaging ONA - Risk of cancer ¢ Risk of
leukemia * Risk of miscarriage

ELECTROMAGNETIC EFFECTS ON ANIMALS

The University of Wisconsin-Madison has completed many studies on the
effects of milk production, pregnancies, abortion rates, and breeding problems,
due to the closeness of current transmission lines and stray voltage. Goat and
sheep herds are greatly affected in their conception rates.
ELECTROMAGNETIC EFFECTS ON VEHICLES

When a vehicle is parked under high voltage transmission lines, an electrostatic
field is developed in the vehicle. If a person, who is grounded touches it, a
discharge current flows through the human being. Our concerns now turn to the
Southwest Health Center, Fox Ridge Estates, which is a multiple housing
complex, and the University of Wisconsin-Platteville. These facilities have many
parking areas for residents, visitors and employees; and all are relatively nearby
to Platteville Township.
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» Kayaking and canoeing are enjoyed on the rivers in Platteville Township.
* Platteville Township has approved DNR biking/walking trails. These trails are
well lit and paved.
» Snowmobile clubs mark and maintain trails through authorized land owner
properties with DNR funding.
» A non-motorized DNR biking/hiking trail is located between County 0, just off of
U. S. Highway 151, and County D.
» The Rountree Branch Trail is non-motorized. It begins at the University of

65 33 245/245.04 None None None Wisconsin-Platteville and It goes out the east side of Platteville behind Menard's.
» A DNR trail is currently under construction. This trail goes from Menard's to the
Village of Belmont.
*» The State of Wisconsin has approved a UTV trail that goes through the City of
Platteville on Main Street and will connect with County B. County B runs east
and west in Platteville Township.
* Platteville Township accommodates numerous hunters and fisherman.
» A camping facility is located on County B East.
» The Platte Mound, "M", is a huge attraction for tourists.
Parks
» City Park
*» Swiss Valley Dog Park
* Harrison Park
* Highland Park
* Indian Park
« Jenor Towers Park
* Knollwood Park

65 34 245/245.04 None None None . Legion Field Park
» Moundview Park
* Platteville Aquatic Center
» Sherman Park
* Skate Park
» Westview Park
+ Katie's Garden
* Clausen Park
World's Largest "M” The world's largest "M" Is constructed of limestone and
weighs 400 tons. Constructed in 1937, the giant "M" measures 214 feet by 241
feet. The letter represents the first mining school in the United States. Visitors
can climb the M using various existing paths and trails. The M is maintained by a

65 35 282/282.01 None None None University of Wisconsin-Platteville fraternity. The M is visible from 40 miles away
in all directions. There is an area near Blue Mounds where you can view the
Platte Mound, Belmont Mound and Blue Mounds all at the same time. Visitors
recognize the historic geographical importance, not only to the residents of
Southwest Wisconsin but to our State.
Platteville Township is very concerned about how the land will be maintained

65 36 241/241.03 None None None under and near the transmission lines. Will herbicides be used for control of

vegetation problems? What affects will these herbicides have on ground water,
exotic plants, and natural habitats for birds and small animals?
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65

37

241/241.01

None

None

None

Platteville Township's hardwood forests consist primarily of red oak, white oak,
hickory, sugar maple, cherry and walnut.

* Platteville Township's low areas consist of elm, cottonwood, birch, ash, silver
maple and willow.

« Platteville Township has savanna areas, which consist of bur oak, blue stem

grasses and other prairie grasses.

65

38

232/232.03

None

None

None

Platteville Township has wetlands that are located near rivers, streams,
tributaries and springs. These wetlands provide habitat for a variety of
mammals, birds and amphibians.

65

39

110/ 110.0407

None

None

None

The proposed transmission lines and corridors pass through environmentally
sensitive areas, those specifically designated to be avoided under Wisconsin
law. The proposed transmission lines and corridors pass through
environmentally sensitive areas, those specifically designated to be avoided
under Wisconsin law.

65

40

232/232.01

None

None

None

Platteville Township is concerned about ground water contamination. We would
like to see any studies that have been documented proving that ground waters
will be safe for consumption by individuals, farmers, businesses, and animals
now and in the future.

65

41

120/120.01

None

None

None

The diggings and testing for lead in various locations in Platteville Township
have proven that it is not conducive for towers of this size and magnitude

65

42

246/246

None

None

None

» Geologist maps of common Paleozoic fossils show Platteville Township is in a
prime location to find fossil bearing sedimentary rock. This sedimentary rock
covers much of Wisconsin, particularly the far southern part of the state.

» The most abundant and easily collected fossils come from roadcuts, natural
bluffs and quarries. The four-lane construction of U. S. Highway 151 proved this
information and progress was delayed.

» The most well preserved fossils came from the Platteville formation of the
Sinnipee Group. These fossils include barchiopods, bivalves (clams),
gastropods (snails), trilobites, hyolitids, cephalopods, ostracods, crinoid
columnals and corals.

65

43

282/282.02

None

None

None

» Current construction tests such as perk testing and permits for building new
residential, farms, businesses and roadways have brought up Indian artifacts in
Platteville Township

65

44

280/280.04

None

None

None

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions To Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations, states that "each federal
agency shall make achieving environmental justice part of its mission by
identifying and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse
human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies and activities on
minority populations and low-income populations.” The analysis pursuant to
this executive order follows guidelines from the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ), Environmental Justice Guidance under the National
Environmental Policy Act (CEQ 1997).
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65

45

280/280.05

None

None

None

As we look forward, it's clear that protecting the natural world is one of the most
important gifts that we can pass on to our families, friends and the generations
that follow. Platteville Township is a gateway to anyone entering our state from
lowa or lllinois. Our historical traditions have labeled our community as one of
the oldest mining towns in Wisconsin.

65

46

280/281.02

None

None

None

We would like an unbiased cost-benefit analysis conducted by a group selected
by the Wisconsin Public Service Commission. We would like to know if the
analysis asks for the inclusion of the effects of efficiency measured combined
with renewable (non-carbon) energy generation. Previously, in other power line
projects, such requests for comparative studies have been unanswered.

65

47

281/281.1

None

None

None

Audible Corona Radio and Television Interference Corona is the electrical
breakdown of the air near high voltage conductors into charged patrticles.
Corona consists of audible noise and radio and television interference from
electromagnetic interference, both of which are described below. Corona on
transmission line conductors can generate noise at the frequencies at which
radio and television signals are transmitted. This noise can interfere with
receiving signals and is called radio and television interference (RI/TVI). Radio
reception in the AM (amplitude modulated) broadcast band (535 to 1605
kilohertz) is most often affected with what is commonly referred to as static.
Frequency modulated reception, or FM (frequency modulated) radio reception is
rarely affected. Only radio receivers very near to transmission lines have the
potential to be affected by radio interference. Corona can affect the reception of
the video (picture) portion of a television signal. Television interference at the
edge of the ROW due to corona primarily occurs during rain or snow.

66

243/243.02

None

None

None

Use existing transmission line crossing over Mississippi to avoid migratory bird
collision

66

245/245.03

None

None

None

Project appears to avoid public natural areas such as Bankston park to
Governor Dewey State Park

67

280/280.05

None

None

None

| have the good fortune to live in the beautiful, ecologically important Driftless
Area (a MOST unigue eco-region!) here in Arena Township. Our family has
lived, worked and farmed here since 1937 and we appreciate our beautiful
rolling hills, the farmlands, forests, waterways and the wildlife we see here every
day

67

244/244.01

None

None

None

For many reasons our area's economy now depends on both farming

67

280/280.02

None

None

None

and, now even more heavily on tourism

67

232/232.01

None

None

None

For both to continue to flourish we need: *Farmland with usable, clean water,
*Clean streams, rivers, lakes and wetlands

67

243/243.01

None

None

None

Plentiful wildlife habitat

67

241/241.01

None

None

None

Healthy forested areas

67

~N[o|jo| A |wN

260/260

245/245.04

None

None

Protection of the aesthetic and recreation values throughout the area

67

280/280.05

None

None

None

How can you possibly be considering building huge transmission towers for
miles right through the heart of this area? Just imagine how you would be
devastating the midwest's most unique eco-region and our special scenic
landscape

67

120/120.02

None

None

None

Personally. | do not feel that a new power line is warranted at this time as
demand for electricity in most of the midwest is either flat or declining.
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How about considering instead using some non-transmission alternatives like

67 10 120/121.03 None None None solar and wind generation which could be built and serviced in our local
communities?
| also fear that if the towers are built we will face increased energy rates,

67 11 280/281.02 None None None reduced Iand valyes, h_igher taxes and loss of local control o_f our energy
sources. Big business is in this to make money NOT to provide a service for our
area!l
Accepting the Cardinal Hickory Creek transmission line only rewards the
corporate stockholders, and coal burning, carbon spewing generating plants

68 1 280/281.02 None None None while we, the people, all wait for the resulting climate changing effects for the
whole world. Money and profits for a very few should NOT be able to mar the
environmental, economic, social and climatic problems for everyone else!

This new, proposed transmission line will slow the growth of sustainable energy
resources for years to come as electric companies will lower the cost per

68 2 280/281.02 None None None kilowatt hour but continually raise monthly fees. Instead, Dairyland Power should
use their federal loan to provide broadband internet for all of S. W. Wisconsin.
Then they would be doing something actually beneficial for everyone!

MHASD owns 25 acres along the proposed highway 18-151 corridor. There are

69 1 245/245.04 None None None glans to build recrea_tion field/foqtball fields on that land. How much acrea_g_e_will

e necessary as a right away [sic] into that field? Some children will be utilizing
that area, what are the precautions taken to determine the routes?
At the sub-station why not follow the higher volt line to Lancaster versus going

69 2 120/121.03 None None None down to Platteville following the highway? Seems to be a more straight line on
an already existing line?

69 283/283 None None None You need to provide a lot more information to the school regarding the electrical
concerns to people health to calm some fears!

69 4 120/120.01 None None None Are you tied into the current wind mills power station in Montfort?

Why not follow existing Northern power line routes. From Black Hawk Lake

70 1 120/121.03 None None None continue line to Spring Green then follow 69kv line east to Mazomanie and then
follow Rte 14 to Cardinal substation.

70 2 120/120.02 None None None Do we need high power lines when local solar options exist and are feasible?
| urge the RUS Scoping Team to educate themselves about the Driftless Area. It

71 1 235/235 None None None is the only part of North America that escaped glaciation, which makes it unique
- both geologically and environmentally.

I know of NO public benefit to be derived from these transmission lines that

71 2 280/280.05 None None None would justify putting the Driftless Area at risk. It deserves to be protected, not

exploited by big business.
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72

280/280.05

None

None

None

| am with a group named Driftless Defenders. In May myself and four friends in
Dodgeville Township set up a meeting to talk about the transmission lines with
our neighbors. Expecting perhaps thirty people to come from Pleasant Ridge we
were astounded when over 70 people showed up, from all over Dodgeville plus
three surrounding towns. Realizing how widespread the opposition was to these
lines, we formed Driftless Defenders. Our membership has grown to around 100
people. We have been spreading the word and informing the public about the
transmission lines by attending parades talking one-on-one with people at
various events, distributing our literature, and maintaining a FaceBook page.
Attached is our literature which includes our reasons for opposing these lines. |
urge you to consider the many many ways these lines will negatively affect our
landscape, ecosystem, businesses, and quality of life. | know of no greater
public good that would be derived from these lines that would justify ruining the
Driftless Area.

73

260/260

None

None

None

| am 69 years old and have lived between Spring Green and Dodgeville on Hwy
Z. Itis and has always been a beautiful area. | am opposed to large power lines
spoiling the scenery.

73

244/244.02

283/283

None

None

Our place is a 7 generation farm and in the driftless area, we have a large herd
of cattle grazing our pastures and do not want EMFs near our cattle or
ourselves.

74

120/120.02

None

None

None

1. There simply has been no demonstrated need for this additional power supply
line to be built. There is well-documented information that supply exceeds
demand in our area for well over the past decade. Sales of electrical power have
declined or remained flat. This is true in regions other than ours as well.

74

280/281.02

110/110.0407

None

None

2. The immense projected cost to build this line is estimated at nearly a billion
dollars, and this is a conservative guess. There are much better alternatives,
and more cost effective ways to provide power, than building this high-voltage
transmission line in Wisconsin. Wisconsin law requires that energy demands be
first met with the most cost effective options, including energy efficiencies, and
conservation. This line does not meet those criteria. The costs of building this
line will be passed on to the consumer, myself, and | am opposed to this across
the board, for something that is completely unneeded.

74

235/235

243/243.01

None

None

Environmental Damage. This is my number one concern. We live in one of the
most beautiful parts of the state, with unique geology, plant and animal life. |
choose to move here 30 years ago from Milwaukee for this very reason. |
believe this project would scar and destroy untold miles of habitat, beauty,
peace and rare areas of unspoiled land and geography.

74

280/280.02

245/245.04

232/232.03

None

| believe untold damage to tourism would be a result of this massive and
hideous power transmission line. It proposes to cut through park land, wetland,
and areas where tourism is a number one economic generating force.

74

110/ 110.0407

None

None

None

4. It is my understanding that the proposed routes are in conflict with Wisconsin
Siting Standards. State law clearly intends that transmission lines avoid
unnecessary impact to our environment. There are no proposed routes that
accommodate this law of our State. The law exists for reasons of protection.
This line is a violation, in every possible way.
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74

280/280.02

280/281.0101

None

None

5. Negative economic impact on all people living within its presence. Not only
the high impact on property values, but the above noted impact on tourism,
business, health concerns and beyond.

75

111/111

None

None

None

| am also aware that we were given less than 10 days formal notice to prepare
for these meetings to get additional information for input on environmental
impact.

75

120/120.02

None

None

None

There simply has been no demonstrated need for this additional power supply
line to be built. There is well documented information that supply exceeds
demand in our area for well over the past decade. Sales of electrical power have
declined or remained flat. This is true in regions other than ours as well.

75

120/121.03

None

None

None

The immense projected cost to build this line is estimated at nearly a billion
dollars, and this is a conservative guess. There are much better alternatives,
and more cost effective ways to provide power, than building this high-voltage
transmission line in Wisconsin.

75

110/ 110.0407

None

None

None

Wisconsin law requires that energy demands be first met with the most cost
effective options, including energy efficiencies, and conservation. This line does
not meet those criteria.

75

280/281.02

None

None

None

The costs of building this line will be passed on to the consumer, myself, and |
am opposed to this across the board, for something that is completely
unneeded.

75

280/280.05

None

None

None

3. Environmental Damage. This is my number one concern. We live in one of
the most beautiful parts of the state, with unique geology, plant and animal life. |
choose to move here 30 years ago from Milwaukee for this very reason.

75

260/260

None

None

None

| believe this project would scar and destroy untold miles of habitat, beauty,
peace and rare areas of unspoiled land and geography.

75

280/280.02

None

None

None

| believe untold damage to tourism would be a result of this massive and
hideous power transmission line. IT proposes to cut through park land, wetland,
and areas where tourism is a number one economic generating force.

75

110/ 110.0407

None

None

None

It is my understanding that the proposed routes are in conflict with Wisconsin
Sitting Standards. State law clearly intends that transmission lines avoid
unnecessary impact to our environment. There are no proposed routes that
accommodate this law of our State. The law exists for reasons of protection.
This line is a violation, in every possible way.

75

10

280/ 281.0101

280/280.02

None

None

Negative economic impact on all people living within its presence. Not only the
high impact on property values, but the above noted impact on tourism,
business,

75

11

283/283

None

None

None

Health concerns and beyond.

76

280/280.05

282/282

None

None

For over forty years, my family has been blessed to be the faithful stewards of
my home and 280 acres in the Driftless hills of Southwestern Wisconsin near
Beetown Wisconsin. Before us, this piece of land holds the memories and the
imprints of pioneering Wisconsin farmers, lead miners, and prehistoric mound
building Native Americans. It is part of the limestone bluff-lined meandering path
of the Grant River and one of its tributaries.

76

243/243.01

None

None

None

Through conservation efforts and much loving family labor, this land has seen
the return of nesting eagles, turkeys and woodlands filled with many uncommon
spring ephemerals.
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76

3

282/282.02

We have honored the spirits and artifacts of the Native people that rest in this

None None None
place.

76

280/ 281.0101

The loss of life long equity in the property due to devaluation of the resale value
None None None of my home and property as these high voltage poles and lines and the
easement will be within 30 yards of my home.

76

260/260

They will be both visible and audible from the house. The terrain and forest
284/284 None None surrounding my home will be changed and lost due to the width of the
easement.

76

244/244.01

The yearly loss of corn field rental income due to the loss of portions of the field

None None None to the easement needed for the lines.

76

250/250

Wear and tear on the existing driveway due to heavy equipment using it as an
None None None access road or, degradation and loss of existing forest land, if new access roads
are needed. Widening of the current access road,

76

282/282.02

None None None or the construction of a new road would traverse Native American burial areas.

76

244/244.01

The loss of income for the commercial beekeeper who keeps 40-50 hives on the
property. This loss would be due to both the loss of the ideal siting of the hives
due to the needed width of the easement and the potential loss of bees due to
the herbicide use needed to maintain the easements.

None None None

76

10

243/243.02

The height of the poles and the lines will be in the direct flight path of our nesting
eagles as they soar from nest to their food source in the Grant River. This will be
a deadly negotiation for adults and, especially, for the young eagles. These birds
have successfully nested in this spot for the past ten years.

None None None

76

11

232/232.04

The run off of herbicide from the easement into the Grant River potentially
poisoning fish, the eagles, and other plant and animal life dependent on the
243/243 None None river. This entire property and the proposed easement slope directly to the river
or its' tributary. -Potential herbicide contamination of the water supply to my
home due to the proximity of the well to the easement.

76

12

241/241.02

-Threat of extinction in the easement of several rare native spring ephemerals,
None None None such as lady slipper orchids, by either line construction, or herbicide use in
maintenance.

76

13

282/282.02

There is increasing evidence that this property was once the inhabitance of a
community of mound building native peoples. There are over 20 Indian mounds
within 50 yards of the proposed easement and line route. The presence of
charcoal fire pits are evident within 20 yards of the proposed easement.

None None None Artifacts are found throughout the entire 280 acres. My family has maintained
great respect for these ancient peoples and have protected this undocumented
sacred spot from disturbance and destruction. The undocumented mounds and
settlements of these prehistoric Native peoples are scattered all along the
proposed northern route from Cassville to Lancaster.

76

14

244/244.01

The 1st request at Platteville meeting 5/17/16 was for an easement of 150ft = 50
yds. 50 yds is 1/2 a football field. On our property, it would be difficult to find 50
yds of open space. Without disturbing farm buildings, Native American property,
Eagle's nest or vast amounts of oak and walnut timber.

282/282.02 243/243.02 None
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While these are the impacts to my home and property, these same impacts and
many others, will be repeated, on private lands and farms throughout this

76 15 280/280.05 None None None Driftless region of Southwestern Wisconsin, a region of our country with a
singularly unique geographic, geologic, and archeologic [sic] history. There is
no other like it.

| am very concerned about the proposed Cardinal Hickory Creek (CHC) high
voltage power line. | am a homeowner on Country Road ZZ in Dodgeville

77 1 280/280.05 None None None Township, lowa County. | retired here because of the beauty of the Driftless
Region. One of the proposed routes for CHC runs right past my house, 80 feet
from my front door.

Most importantly, this line is not needed. The demand for electricity in Wisconsin
and adjacent states has been flat or declining over the past decade due to the
77 2 120/120.02 None None None increased energy efficiency of appliances, HVAC systems, and lighting, as well
as more home solar power. This decrease in electricity demand is in spite of
thousands of new customers coming online.

ATC, a privately owned corporation, profits solely on the construction and
77 3 280/281.02 None None None maintenance of transmission lines whether they are needed or not. They have
every incentive to simply build new infrastructure regardless of need.

Much has changed with both energy use and the energy industry since this line
was first proposed in 2007. New technology is coming on line and there are
more climate friendly options. | believe strongly in the science of climate change.
Our home has PV Solar panels, providing half of our electricity. We need clean
local energy generation combined with sensible energy conservation - not
transmission lines that carry 70% fossil fuels.

77 4 120/121.03 None None None

I, the rate payer, will be forced to pay for this half a billion dollar project while
ATC will receive an annual return of 10.2% on their investment. Alliant already
77 5 280/281.02 None None None announced a rate hike that will increase my electric bill almost 20% over the
next 2 years. We all need electricity. | would like the EIS to include a cost-benefit
analysis of non-transmission alternatives.

Can a combination of local wind and solar, storage, energy efficiency, and
demand response meet our needs? It is my money being spent to build this line;

77 6 120/121.08 None None None | believe there are cheaper, less environmentally destructible ways to generate
electricity.
77 7 245/245.03 None None None (I;)::khome overlooks and abuts the northern border of Governor Dodge State

Not only will we have 170-foot industrial towers running through pristine land,
the entire 125-mile route will be clear cut and continually sprayed with

77 8 241/241 None None None herbicides. Four state Departments of Natural Resources have identified the
Driftless Area in Illinois, lowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin as the most important
ecological region in the Midwest.

The proposed corridors plow through environmentally sensitive areas,
specifically designated to be avoided under Wisconsin law: vital conservation
areas, eagle nesting areas, and Upper Mississippi National Wildlife and Fish
Refuge, among others.

77 9 243/243.01 245/245.01 None None
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78

232/232.04

244/244.05

None

None

| concerned that the 40'-60' bases that go into the ground could cause
disturbances that could contaminate ground water (drinking water). | am
especially concerned about this due to the numerous lead and zinc mines in this
areas from the 1820's - early 1900's. | am not an expert on this, but | would like
to see this issue studied. The abandoned mines are only an issue along the
southern corridor from Cassvile to Montfort. | have found maps online for
several communities that show these mines. | have blue highlighted
approximate corridors. Attachments: A-1 Potosi A-2 Platteville A-3 Dewey A-4
Livingston A-5 Montfort Also | found a detailed chronicle (including) depth profile
of one particular mine, namely Cokerville, labeled A-6. Almost all of these old
mines have been reclaimed as agriculture land with no tell-tale signs of
disturbance of soil.

79

244/244.01

280/280.05

None

None

My great grandparents, Ignatiu s and Mary Kritz, came to the Driftless Region of
WI from Bohemia (Czech Republic today) in 1864. They purchased farmland in
Wyoming (WY) Township, lowa County, WI. My grandfather, Paul Kritz, grew up
on that farm and purchased a neighboring farm in 1907 after he married his wife,
Elizabeth. My father, Reuben Kritz, was born on that farm and lived there with
his wife Aurelia until he died in 1984. That farm and a neighboring one
purchased in the 1950s remain in our family. | currently own and liv e on those
farms in Wyoming Township. Throughout the years that my family has owned
farmland in WY Township, we have tried to be good stewards of the land,
recognizing that this land is not only ours to use for agricultural production and
recreation al activities but also to share with other animals who live here and
future generations. When land has been in one's family for over a century, it
becomes an integral part of that family's history and culture.

79

244/244.06

None

None

None

To assure that my family's land can continue to remain environment ally
sustainable and be used for agricultural and recreational activities, | initiated
steps this past year toward set ting up a conservation easement.

79

244/244.04

None

None

None

| learned about six months ago that the towers for the transmission line
(Northern route) proposed by the American Transmission Co (ATC) are likely to
run directly across my property or be situated very close to it. My 234 acres are
located right at the elbow where the proposed line turns southward to run along
County Z to County ZZ (Dodgeville Township).

79

260/260

280/280.02

None

None

ATC likely chose my land as part of its Northern route because it spans several
hill tops that have crop fields or pastures. It is probably easier to situate
transmission towers on hilltops rather than running them up/ down steep valleys
that are heavily wooded. If ATC receives approval to use the proposed Northern
route, that will create a very visible scar on the pristine Driftless landscape and
have an adverse effect on tourism, which is a (perhaps " the") major source of
income for Wyoming Township. Given the height of the proposed ATC towers
(15-20 stories), they will be very visible from almost any location throughout WY
and Dodgeville Townships.
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79

280/280.02

None

None

None

When my ancestors settled in WY Township, they found a pristine region that
had been a summer home for Native American Indians and that had a tallgrass
prairie and bur oak savanna ecology. WY Township was never ideal farmland
because of the steep hills and river valleys found throughout the Driftless region.
This non-glaciated region has a very different ecology and landscape than the
rest of the Midwest does. In the 1960s, this scenic land started to appreciate in
value along with acreage prices in WY Township. In response, local farmers
started to sell their farms to cultural and touristic institutions (Taliesin, American
Player's Theater, Governor Dodge State Park, Bethel Horizons, and Tower Hill
State Park) that were interested in building or expanding their operations in the
Driftless region. The region also started to attract people interested in
purchasing land and restoring its native ecology (as the Aldo Leopold family and
Foundation did in Sauk County). The transformation of the land from agriculture
to environmental preservation and cultural activities is now well advanced in
lowa County and likely to continue in the years ahead as long as the pristine
landscape of the Driftless Region remains intact.

79

243/243.04

241/241.02

None

None

Because of the changing usage of land and increasing attention to prairie
restoration in the Driftless region, many endangered plants and animals can be
found in this area. | have seen Regal Fritillary butterflies, Blanchard's cricket
frogs, ornate box turtles, Henslow Sparrows, pale purple coneflower, and Wild
Hyacinths on my land

79

280/280.05

None

None

None

I am currently retired and spend a great deal of my time working on prairie and
forest restoration on my land. It is beautiful land and it breaks my heart to think
that the ATC towers may cross this landscape.

79

280/281.02

None

None

None

While | understand that stabilization of the national and regional electricity grid
remains an important Federal and State government priority, questions are
being raised by people in this community about whether that is best done by
building a transmission line of the scale that has been proposed or through
alternative approaches. At the least before the WI Public Service Commission
and the Federal Government approve the proposed project, further cost/benefit
analysis needs to be done that would tally up the environmental and economic
costs of siting the ATC towers in the Driftless region.

80

280/280.02

None

None

None

The economic impact on tourism will be significant.

80

245/245.04

None

None

None

We get thousands of bicyclists through the Route(s) every year. You know
bicyclists, what bicyclist wants to ride under humming towers, or look at them,
dropped into the scenery.

80

280/280.01

None

None

None

The number of jobs lost due to reduced tourism needs to be estimated for a 5,
10, 20, 40% reduction in tourist volume!

81

244/244.01

None

None

None

I live on Seven Seeds Farm located on Pleasant Ridge. As a 6th generation
farmer of Seven Seed Farm, | am strongly opposed to this project for the simple
reason that my family has spent all their lives as stewards of the beautiful
driftless farm. 10 years ago | was able to purchase this property from my mother
and transition it to a full functioning Organic Farm.
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81

232/232.06

None

None

None

We are also part of a watershed project aimed at preventing nutrient run off
which ends up in The Gulf of Mexico. We have planted 12,000 trees in alleys
with a keyline in place. We have Meudt Creek located on our farm which is only
active in the Spring or in a wet year. The Creek feeds into a larger spring fed
Creek and is surrounded by conventional farms that are contributing to the
problem in the Gulf.

81

280/280.01

None

None

None

This project threatens our certifications (MOSA Organic, Animal Welfare
Approved & USDA Organic) by spraying the 150 ft swath that maintains these
lines.

81

280/280.05

None

None

None

We are also a destination for Agritourism for Co-ops, school groups, among
others who care about our mission and healthy products we sell. My soul is in
this land as | follow in my Grandparents footsteps to live with the land, Not mine
it.

82

120/121.03

None

None

None

Electric systems are undergoing rapid and widespread technology
developments to de-carbonize and modernize the grids that include: distributed
generation (solar PV, wind, etc.), storage, micro-grids, green-hydrogen fuel
cells, etc.; and the many research and demonstration projects underway will
help to indicate the extent and specifications of future transmission and
substation requirements. There is urgent need to reduce climate disruption by
heat trapping gases from natural gas and coal pollution emissions. Comparative
studies of the alternatives, with generous time for public review, are needed first
before decisions are made about the proposed Cardinal Hickory Creek (CHC)
transmission line and substations. A suggestion is to offer support to the U. of
Wisconsin System for student projects to develop renewable energy planning
and grid studies (short term and long-term) for the area of the proposed Cardinal
Hickory Creek (CHC) transmission line and substations, open to public
participation and review. How could the Wisconsin Public Service Commission
intelligently approve specifications of the proposed Cardinal Hickory Creek
(CHC) transmission line and substations without considering these kinds of
studies?

83

280/280.05

None

None

None

| am Debra Eide. | grew up in Oregon, lllinois in northern lllinois, at the very
southern tip of the driftess [sic] region, on a very large wooded acreage for
which my father was forester. Nature has ALWAYS been a large part of my life,
ALWAYS. | was a public school art teacher for 37 years, the last 19 in Wisconsin
where | became more involved in Environmental Education, representing my
teachers through teachers' union positions and our negotiation team. You see |
also have a strong belief in FAIRNESS. My husband and | have been driving an
hour each way to our jobs just so we can live where we do, on the lip of the
beautiful and vast Wyoming Valley. When we bought our home with a few acres,
we purchased it WITHOUT huge towers and high voltage transmission lines. We
moved here to escape that type of crowded, cluttered environment in the city.
We moved to a unique and quite land, abundant with wildlife, forests, bluffs and
prairies. We very much want our area to remain as it is. For the 23 years we
have lived here we have cared for our forest habitat and the lives it supports.
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For 20 years we have been working on our prairie restoration, and most recently
we have created a hopping wetlands habitat. With many many species of frogs,
pickerel included. This summer a nest of hawks were hatched right at the edge
of our woods. A fledgling landed on our deck rail.

83 2 243/243.01 None None None

You can see that we have a strong relationship with our land. Our property is
long and narrow along County Road Z on the proposed northern ATC route. We
83 3 244/244.04 None None None are on the blue line. If a transmission line went through our land, it is so narrow
that there would barely be anything left of the forest or prairie. And our home
would be unhealthily close to the line.

But it's not just our own property we are concerned for, this pristine driftless area
has already been ravaged and stripped by drought, and then storms and
tornadoes. It should not suffer further for the sake of private exploitation through
the transmission line project.

83 4 280/280.05 None None None

83 120/120.02 None None None Is the need that great? Is there really a need at all?

83 120/121.03 None None None Alternatives to this line have not been adequately explored.

83 120/120.02 280/281.02 None None Is it needed, except for making excessive and unfair profit?

The environmental impact is enormous. Wildlife already struggling to hold on to
83 243/243.01 None None None the habitat will lose even more at the hands of man. But man can prevent this.

©f 0 [N|o|;

83 260/260 None None None It certainly is not aesthetically appealing.

83 10 280/280.02 None None None gr\évgl harm our tourism industry which is largely based on the beauty of this

83 11 280/ 281.0101 None None None Property values will suffer more than they already have.

83 12 283/283 None None None These lines are unhealthy. Who would want to live near one?

Our people owning land and homes here will have to pay more in rate hikes and
83 13 280/281.02 None None None receive no advantage from this line, just a nasty scar on the land.

84 1 120/120.02 None None None don't need electricity

Instead of spending the money on another, and unneeded transmission line,
spend it on grid security, both with respect to vulnerability to terrorism, and with
respect to resiliency in the face of unexpected load/supply changes due to
natural causes, accidents, and equipment failures. Vulnerability should be
addressed with tower and substation security, both physical and cybersecurity.
Resiliency should be addressed through implementation of a smart grid. The
level of smartness of the grid in Germany, for instance, has benefited from two
decades of development, and a Federal goal of 50% renewables is presenting
no grid stability issues with 20% current implementation. In summary consider:
*Grid security, physical and cyber, of all nodes, including towers *Grid
‘'smartness' or intelligent resiliency in the face of changing power supply, load,
and environmental conditions.

85 1 120/120.02 120/121.03 None None

The Sept. 2016 proposal for the ATC High Voltage Corridor through Arena
86 1 120/120.01 None None None Wyoming and Vermont Townships or along Hwy 18&151 seems to be very
flawed
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There is an existing electrical corridor along Hwy 10 (old 18&151) from Blue
Mounds to Mt. Horeb - with links to the West and Dodgeville. Why with the

86 > 120/121.03 None None None presently ideal location, vyould you (U.S. Dept. of Ag. and Cardinal chkory
Creek Trans) now put a line through prime farmland, forests, land prime deer
country and biking trails? Why not use currently acquired electric line areas
instead of disturbing the land about seven miles north?

87 1 120/120.01 None None None Pl_acmg th(_e line across either of the proposed routes from Dodgeville to
Middleton is a terrible idea.

87 120/120.02 None None None The power isn't needed

87 3 260/260 None None None an_d the \_/lsual and gnwronmentgl impacts on the beautiful "driftless" area of SW
Wisconsin will be disasterous [sic].
Putting a 100-150" high power line down the military Ridge bike path or down

87 4 245/245.03 None None None County Z/Hwy 23 near Governor Dodge State P_ark will negat_lvely impact
tourism and the local social fabric of folks who live here to enjoy the use of the
Park and Trail(s).
| own >400 acres (in several parcels) near both alternative Routes. | am a 30+

87 5 280/280.05 None None None year litigation attorney and will fight this line with all possible vigor. It isn't
needed the location couldn't be more poorly chosen.
I own (with my wife) two agricultural property totaling 410 acres in lowa County.

88 1 244/244.02 None None None Our horse farm is near the Military Ridge proposed route; and our Drysen Rd
property is near the Cty Hwy Z alternative proposed route

88 2 282/282 None None None We have six (6) ancient rock art sites; two are extremely rare...>2,000 years old!

88 3 120/120.02 None None None We strongly opposed this power line. It is unnecessary

88 4 283/283 None None None | worry stray voltage will hurt our livestock.

88 5 260/260 None None None The value c_:f lowa County Driftless" area is drl\{e_n by its scenic beauty. M_yself
and area friends will be tempted to move away if its blighted with an ugly line.
We also invest in tourist/recreational businesses. We'll be likely to invest

88 6 280/280.02 None None None elsewhere if this line depresses tourism and recreation in this area.
The proposed route ignores the extraordinary nature of our driftless scenery,

88 7 280/280.05 None None None businesses and sense of community. Please draft an EIS that protects our
homes.
Thirty years ago - on this very date Nov. 2, 1986 my late wife Karen and | moved
to this area from lllinois. Over the years we owned a number of properties in
Mineral Point and rural Dodgeville. For 17 years we had a place right next to
Governor Dodge Park on 5 beautifully wooded acres. Over the years, any

89 1 280/280.05 None None None visitors we had marveled at this area around the park and the incredible beauty
of the majestic hills extending north to Spring Green. Today we are given the
opportunity to voice our opposition to a project which would severely violate this
area in which we live.

89 2 280/280.02 None None None Potential loss of tourism dollars

280/

89 3 281.0101 None None None property values
and also the burden of a guaranteed 10.2% annual profit for ATC which would

89 4 280/281.02 None None None be foisted on the local power customers are important to consider.

89 5 243/243.01 243/243.04 None None Most important to me is the loss and effects to important habitats of plants and

animals - many of which are endangered.
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This meeting today should have been delayed until a time when adequate public
89 6 111/111.01 None None None information had been distributed to all our citizens and interested, affected
parties in our area.

My family has lived at 5079/5077 County Road Z since the 1880's. Our family
farm has evolved to be a sustainable organic farm based on heavy agritourism.
Our on [sic] farm store is heavily visited as it is close to Frank Lloyd Wright's
20 1 244/244.01 280/280.02 None None Taliesin. Many tourists visit our farm throught [sic] the year. | am unable to
image [sic] the devastating impact the A+C power lines would have on our
business and us personally. We at Seven Seeds Farm are vigorously opposed
to this unneeded project.

Totally opposed to the A+C Line. It would desecrated [sic] the scenic Driftless

20 2 280/280.05 None None None
Area

My family has lived at 5079/5077 County Road Z since the 1880's. Our family
farm has evolved to be a sustainable organic farm based on heavy Agritourism.
Our on [sic] farm store is heavily visited as it is close to Frank Lloyd Wright's
91 1 244/244.01 280/280.02 None None Taliesin. Many tourists visit our farm throught [sic] the year. | am unable to
image [sic] the devastating impact the A+C power lines would have on our
business and us personally. We at Seven Seeds Farm are vigorously opposed
to this unneeded project.

Totally opposed to the A+C Line. It would desecrated [sic] the scenic Driftless

91 2 280/280.05 None None None Area

Our three generation family of five resides on my wife's family farm at 5079
/5071 County Road Z, Spring Green, Wi 53588. We have chosen the name;
Seven Seeds Farm, to represent our children's seven generation link to Ole
Mickelson who began this family farm in the 1880's. The farm was
conventionally managed until 2004 when my wife, Lea Dolan-Stroncek and |
began the transition using sustainable and organic farming practices. Seven
92 1 244/244.01 244/244.02 None None Seeds Farm began the pasture based journey with organic grass-fed beef,
organic pastured hogs and organic pastured poultry and egg layers. All of our
immediate family members and many other relatives have invested their time
and arduous labor in this difficult journey to establish a successful farm. In
addition, Lea and | have invested much of our life's savings to repair the farm's
infrastructure and provide the buildings and equipment to care for our animals
and to create an on farm store.

Over nine years the family team has painstakingly worked to establish Seven
Seeds Farm store with items that we raise, a direct market meat business, a
wholesale restaurant and grocery store component and agricultural-tourism for
individuals and groups (school and cooperative members). Most of our
customers who visit our farm wish to see our animals, our re established
silvopasture model with 12,000 nut and fruit trees (which is a research site for
the Savanna Institute), our 14 KV photovoltaic solar energy panels and two solar
hot water arrays to heat our water and farm store. Our farm is a jewel in the area
of sustainability and sound environmental practices. We are set up to sequester
CO2 and reduce the world excess!!

92 2 280/280.02 None None None
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92

260/260

None

None

None

The effect of the 17 story tall ATC transmission towers and power lines along
County Road Z corridor would: 1. irreparably damage the landscape in the
nationally treasured Driftless Area

92

280/ 281.0101

280/281.01

None

None

2. detrimentally effect our organic and Animal Welfare Approved status close to
the corridor as toxic prohibited spray would be used to kill vegetation 3.
decrease our land and farm values 4. irreparably damage Seven Seeds farm's
business

92

243/243.04

None

None

None

possibly detrimentally effect the Henslow's Sparrow on the Federal species
concern list as this is in the County Road Z corridor

92

280/280.05

None

None

None

be psychologically devastating for all our family members who choose this
beautiful Driftless Area to spend the rest of our lives!

92

233/233.02

None

None

None

Increase CO2 with transmission expansion

92

280/281.02

None

None

None

needlessly increase our energy bills

92

280/280.02

None

None

None

affect other agricultural tourism in this corridor at Uplands Cheese and Taliesin
(Frank Lloyd Wright's architectural school and home).

92

280/281.02

120/121.03

None

None

We ask that the USDA/RUS EIS include comprehensive, cost-benefit analysis of
non-transmission alternatives including accelerated spending in energy
efficiency, load management, and development of local renewable energy.

93

244/244.02

None

None

None

As a land owner on the Proposed County Road Z, | am totally against the power
line. We have an organically managed farm producing organic grass-fed beef,
organic pastured chicken and pork. We rotationally graze using our 100 plus
acres of pasture. Our business also has an on farm store. The passage of the
unnecessary, costly, environmentally damaging power line would devastate our
business and possibly cause us to move off our 135 plus year family farm.

94

244/244.01

None

None

None

Our family is totally opposed to this powerline. We run a sustainable organic
farm. Our organic certifier told us we would lose any organic land that would be
sprayed for weeds as the power line could pass right by us. It would be a
tragedy to lose our farm.

95

233/233.03

None

None

None

Human generated climate change is real.

95

120/121.03

None

None

None

We need to transition to renewable energy sources as completely and quickly as
possible. 3. Renewable energy production needs to be done locally. Each local
ecosystem has a unique mix of renewable energy resources that can be
sustainably developed. This must also include energy conservation even to the
point of individual life style changes in order to preserve the functioning of the
local ecosystem. 4. Mega power generating stations and the mega transmission
lines they require must be phased out. We need to be locally responsible for our
own renewable energy generation and usage in order to preserve our local
ecosystems. Power generation must function in a sustainable way as part of
each local ecosystem. Massive energy importation is disruptive. One cannot
increase the energy level of a system without changing the system.

95

233/233.03

None

None

None

We cannot solve a global climate disruption by shifting disruption to local levels.

96

260/260

None

None

None

| am vehemently opposed to any transmission line that goes thru the town of
Arena. The reason | built my dream home there 6 years ago was for the natural
beauty of the driftless area that we call home. A transmission line thru our
township (Arena Township) would destroy the intrinsic beauty of our county.

96

120/120.02

None

None

None

| believe the line is unnecessary in any location. Conservation is needed more.
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96

3

120/121.03

None

None

None

If the millions spent on the line were used to support alternatives (wind, solar,
geothermal) the impact would be significant.

97

260/260

None

None

None

The Town of Belmont is opposed to having this large line go through our
township. This line would run by the large "M" in our community and create a
significant visual impact and impact the quality of the land this would reside on.

97

283/283

280/280.02

None

None

This area of the township has very large dairies which are very worried about
stray electricity and the environment impact such a line brings to the
environment. The Town of Belmont is located in the corner of Lafayette County,
next to Grant and lowa County. This area of the township is also the highest
populated this this may impact health and financial values of the people in this
part of the township. As | started, the Town of Belmont is opposed to having this
line our community/township.

98

260/260

None

None

None

The Town of Belmont is very much opposed to having this line in our township.
The area it would do thru is a very scenic area surrounded by the natural made
mounds in which 1000's of people come annually to see.

98

280/280.02

None

None

None

This area is not only agriculture but also in our historical district which we have
limited to new buildings and other activities which are not conducive to the area.
The mounds have been a big part of the main tourism in our area and having
these lines in and around the area would affect the value of this area.

98

120/121.03

None

None

None

Please consider another route other than through the town of Belmont.

100

233/233

None

None

None

The number one environmental concern anybody within screaming distance of
this line should have is emissions from the lignite coal fired North Dakota power
plants that are going to generate the power going east in this thing. The CO2
from those plants will be in this closed jar we live in, causing a litany of climate
change problems that everybody should know by now. The $500 to $800 million
should go for solar and wind power on regional distributed grids. That way, all
living things-including the grandchildren of the power company executives get to
breathe clean air.

100

120/120.02

None

None

None

Because our appliances are more efficient, there is no increase in power use.
We don't need this power line-company executives need it to line their pockets.

100

280/281.02

None

None

None

This project will initially cost us $500 to $800 million. Ultimately utilities will bill us
for several times that amount. That's a lot of money for the power companies to
extract from ratepayers under the guise of "keeping the lights on" and getting a
10.2% guaranteed profit.

100

120/121.03

None

None

None

Rather than build these monstrosities to transfer money from our pockets to the
pockets of power company executives, we'd like our power to come from
renewable sources, distributed on local grids. We could do more good for
society using this money elsewhere.

102

120/120.02

None

None

None

| am attending this scoping meeting because it is doubtful that this project is
needed. The future energy model will not be supplied by fossil fuels piped on
high voltage lines. Communities will produce energy on homes using
renewables. These lines are already obsolete and burden ratepayers for 40
years, while the builders (ATC et. all) are guaranteed a 10% annual return.

102

244/244.04

None

None

None

We own 60 acres near the northern proposed route. The line would cut across
pristine land and fragment our parcel
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102

243/243.01

None

None

None

We have many species of birds, turtles, and frogs that we are concerned about.
We have a pond and a spring too. A powerline of this magnitude has no place
cutting across virgin land.

102

280/281.02

None

None

None

Why are we using taxpayer dollars to incentivize utilities to invest in projects that
will make our rates higher? We have the highest rates in the Midwest. Please do
your job for the environmental impact statement and make sure that includes a
comprehensive cost benefit analysis of non-transmission alternatives (as
required by NEPA code).

102

507/507.02

None

None

None

please include me by sending a copy of your draft environmental impact
statement.

103

120/121.03

None

None

None

As an electric customer, | much prefer investments in targeted energy efficiency,
load management and distributed generation such as solar-support at
substations instead of high voltage transmission.

103

280/281.02

None

None

None

Therefore, | adamantly request that the Rural Utility Service EIS conducted for
the Cardinal Hickory Creek proposal include comprehensive cost-benefit
analysis of these non-transmission alternatives.

104

280/281.02

None

None

None

Another negative impact | am concerned about is: This line would damage a
125 mile swath of the driftless area of southwest Wisconsin and commit rate-
payers to higher monthly bills for years. There are better more cost effective

alternatives such as local solar, wind and gas plants. There should be a cost
analysis done.

105

120/120.02

120/121.03

None

None

Conived [sic] 20 years ago, the guaranteed profit for investors is so good that
any new, affordable, sustainable energy technology is being ignored and this
now outdated, old, idea is being promoted as a "must have"/"must do" by those
wanting the guaranteed 40 years of 10+% interest, who are cleverly advertising
to all how vital the line is... when actually it is not needed. Technology has
advanced so much since this idea was conjured, that less expensive, local,
superior solutions which are sustainable now exist. Even the wind farms
technology has new, better, more efficient, verticle [sic] wind mills, which
respond to less wind, are more durable in high winds, & are safer for birds &
wildlife & much less expensive. These installed locally in communities could
eliminate again the need for towers... But since this would lessen the 40 years of
healthy profit to investors, those backing the whole grid idea will dismiss it.
There should be incentives for homeowners & businesses to have solar + wind
sources thruout [sic] the state which will support communities instead of sticking
to antiquated technology - invest in battery/storage research. Florida has
declared that solar energy is illegal. Why? Because of less profits for
corporations.
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We are at a point where moral courage should be exercised. We have only this
planet as our house. We all use the same air. We are watching our water be
destroyed in efforts to hang on to an energy source that can be replaced by wind
+ solar - corporations will still make their profit. Even if scaled down a zero or
two they will still be financial winners... But how wonderful if corporations could
turn to helping save our natural resources, making the effort and succeeding in
not poisoning planetary life - those within the corporations are humans also,
capable of also becoming poisoned, who need oxygen, clean air, & want to be
cancer + disease free. Moral courage would have them helping mankind, all of
us.

105 2 280/280.05 None None None

Please support incentives for us little people/homeowners to be able to have
solar + wind power. Third world countries are gaining access to more advanced
sustainable energy technology than what you are proposing. Florida has
outlawed solar energy & trying to get other states to do the same. Elon Musk
now has solar rooftops. Please consider widening your horizons & help this
state step into a new horizon of sustainable technology. It will be good on all
levels for all of us. Corporations & investors included. Without damaging this
world's unique Driftless Area.

105 3 120/121.03 None None None

106 1 102/102.02 None None None My opinion is these lines are ugly and totally unnecessary.

106 5 283/283 None None None Irfaliaprré)ven that EMFs are emitted by them and in my opinion that is a health

Would prefer new line to go with the existing line on our farm near Hickory Creek
107 1 120/121.03 None None None substation. Really do not want transmission line to go through middle of farm
with buildings and timber.

107 2 244/244.01 232/232.03 None None Have area of wetlands identified more central on farm.

Not enough naotice for this meeting! Please send a 1st Class mailing to town
108 1 111/111.01 None None None residents and town government officials about these meetings. Schedule
another properly notified meeting!

| understand the requirement to show two different corridors, but it would seem
109 1 120/121.03 None None None obvious that following an existing line + leveraging 18/151 would make the most
sense.

| have property in Arena Township + to have a power line go through my
property would be devastating + would have a huge financial impact on us. |
would ask that you strongly consider using an already established route down
the 18/151 corridor so that you impact the fewest number of landowners.

109 2 244/244.04 None None None

What precautions are planned to be taken for those areas of the corridor that are

110 1 235/235 None None None underlain by Karst (limestone)?? SW WI has many such areas

| oppose this line being built as proposed. There are better economic,

111 1 120/121.03 None None None b . - .
environmental and aesthetic options to insure an adequate energy supply.

Constructing a 125 mile, 345KV transmission line supported by 17-story tall
111 2 280/280.05 None None None towers through the heart of the Driftless Area, the Midwest's most unique eco-
region, is not sound public policy.
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111

120/120.02

None

None

None

Economically, there are serious questions If this line is even needed in the
future. Supply currently exceeds demand in Wisconsin's electrical power market
and demand looks to be flat or slightly declining recently. New wind and gas
plants have already been approved locally that question the need to import out-
of-state electrical supplies.

111

120/121.03

None

None

None

Furthermore, there are better, more cost efficient alternatives including
increased energy efficiencies, distributed energy demand response and solar
energy.

111

280/281.02

None

None

None

Wisconsin's electricity rates are the highest in the Midwest and will only get
higher if this line is constructed as proposed

111

280/280.02

245/245.04

None

None

In addition economically, tourism and recreation (fishing, hunting, biking, hiking,
etc.} are a large part of the Driftless economic base.

111

260/260

None

None

None

Constructing this line will create an aesthetic eyesore that would be devastating
to these vital sectors of the economy.

111

243/243.04

None

None

None

Environmentally, proposed corridors running through lowa and Dane counties'
many high-quality habitats for threatened, endangered and Federal species of
concern

111

243/243

241/241

None

None

This area provides shelter and nurtures diverse populations of birds, insects,
amphibians, reptiles and plants.

111

10

245/245.01

245/245.03

None

None

The line also runs through the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish
Refuge, part of the central United States waterfowl migration flyway that's
recognized as a "Ramsar Convention Globally Important Bird Area". This
proposed CHC transmission line will damage vital conservation areas and
natural resources - an unacceptable price when better alternatives are available.

111

11

120/120.02

None

None

None

This project does not serve the best interests of our communities, state and
nation. | seriously question the need for this line at all, and believe if it is
determined that it is needed, that a thorough analysis be completed to determine
whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives - new local wind and
solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand response - would meet
actual electrical demand at a lower cost both economically and environmentally.
If this analysis proves to require an additional line, which | think highly unlikely

111

120/121.03

None

None

None

| suggest that less damaging alternatives be seriously considered such as
upgrading existing low-voltage transmission lines along existing corridors.
Establishing a totally new corridor through pristine lands is the last possible
alternative.

112

280/280.05

None

None

None

This area is a unique sensitive environment that needs to be respected and
valued.

112

120/121.03

None

None

None

The only sensible answer is going down the highway

113

120/121.03

None

None

None

down 18-151 is the only good choice

114

(e [N] -

120/120.01

None

None

None

I AM IN FAVOR OF NO ACTION. | SEE NO REASON WHY THE US GOVT
SHOUDL BE INVOLVED IN THIS TRANSMISSION LINE.
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114

111/111.02

None

None

None

AS TO USACE GIVING APPROVAL, THEY APPROVE EVERYTHING. THEY
HAVE ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS THAT THEY OVERLOOK EVERY
SINGLE TIME. THEY LET UNION GOONS COME TO MEETINGS TO PUSH
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, UNION GOONS WHOI ARE PAID TO COME
TO TESTIFY AND USACE DOESNT QUESTION THAT AT ALL. USFWS IS
MANAGED BY A KNOWN WILDLIFE MRUDERER NAMED DAN ASHE AND
HE WILL APPROVE ANYTHIGN THAT HURTS OUR NATIONAL WILDIFE, SO
HIS APPROVAL HAS REAL CONSTRAINTS. WE NEED TO GIVE MORE
THORUGHT TO THIS SPENDING OF AMERICAN TAX DOLALRS SO THAT IT
IS UTILIZED FOR CRUELTY, BRUTALITY, CORRUPTION AND
MANIPULATION OF THE AMERICAN PUBLI [sic].

114

102/102.01

None

None

None

IS DAIRYLAND THE ONE THAT JUST KILLED 500 COWS BECAUES THE
MILK PRICE WAS NOT HIGH ENOUGH TO SUIT THEM. 500 COWS KILLED.
THE FACT IS MORE AND MORE PEOPLE ARE DRINKING LESS AND LESS
MILK BECAUSE THEY SEE THE AWFUL WAY COWS ARE TREATGED IN
THESE AG PROFITEER SITES. THE PICTURES AND VICEOS ON THE
INTERNET ARE LEGION. WE ARE ALL SICK OF THIS TREATMENT OF
COWS. THEY ARE KEPT PERPETUALLY PREGNANT WITH NO RELIEF
WITH HANDS INTO THEIR REARS TO INSEMINATE THEM. THEY HAVE
THEIR BABIES TAKEN FROM THEM IMMEDIATELY AFTER BIRTH SO
THAQT THEY ARE IN STRESS FOR DAYS. | DONT WANT TO DO A THING
FOR THESE CRUEL AG PROFITEERS. | THINK THEY NEED TO BE PUT
OUT OF BUSINESS. | HAVE GIVEN UP DRINKING MILK AS HAVE MILLOINS
OF OTHER PEOPLE. THIS INDUSTRY DOES NOT DESRVE TAX DOLLRS
[sic] IN ANY WAY SHAPE OR FORM.
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115

111/111.03

None

None

None

| write to urge you to update and expand the Rural Utilities Service (RUS) public
scoping process for the proposed Cardinal Hickory Creek transmission line [81
FR 71696) to allow adequate time for public comment during this process. Many
constituents in Wisconsin are paying close attention to the Cardinal Hickory
Creek project and are seeking opportunities to participate in public meetings and
public comment periods to ensure their input on the proposed line is
incorporated into federal and slate decisions. Although they have been paying
close attention to opportunities to provide input, several constituents contacted
me with concerns that the public notice for the upcoming federal RUS public
scoping process did not reach many interested stake holders, including local
government officials. By the time local leaders learned about it, they had little
time to rearrange their schedules to attend. Additionally, the November 2 public
scoping meeting in Dodgeville, Wisconsin conflicts with a related meeting being
held by the American Transmission Company in Pewaukee. | am concerned this
scheduling conflict could limit participation in these public processes for the
many Wisconsin residents who wish to attend both meetings. In order to ensure
adequate time for members of the public to prepare meaningful input to inform
the public scoping for the proposed Cardinal Hickory Creek transmission line, |
ask that you extend the public comment period, and hold an additional public
scoping meeting in Wisconsin. In addition, several stakeholders raised concerns
about the lack of direct outreach to municipal governments that could be
impacted by the proposed 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. A project this size
requires significant communication and consultation union g affected
communities, private entities, and state and federal governments. The EIS
process is a critical opportunity for members of the public to provide meaningful
input. As you continue to move through the EIS process, | ask you to directly
contact the municipal governments along the proposed route of the Cardinal
Hickory Creek transmission line to provide updates on the process, details about
upcoming meetings, and ample notification of any additional public comment
opportunities. Thank you in advance for your attention to the concerns of
Wisconsin residents, and for upholding the integrity of the public engagement
process for this project.
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In order to continue with a democratic scoping process prior to submission to the
PSC, we are asking you to cancel the scheduled sessions immediately and
restart the process with proper public notification including a minimum 30 day
(better 60 day) advance public notice that includes paper mailings to all
community newspapers in Southwest Wisconsin and North east lowa describing
the reason for the EIS, what the EIS will address, and all public input
opportunities. Federally, the meetings to collect public input for the EIS were not
announced on the federal register until October 18 with the first meetings only
13 days following. Our town government is subscribed to all notifications from
the transmission builders and the PSC to be notified of all relevant news. We
received no notice whatsoever. Oddly, the closest meeting location for the
majority of affected landowners in on November 2 the same day that many local
governments are already scheduled to participate in an ATC stakeholders
meeting across state in Pewaukee, WI. Our community hewspapers have
received no press releases. There is no announcement on Dairyland Power's
homepage nor is there a press release in their press section. The only notice we
can find is small announcement on the sidebar of the ATC CHC website that just
appeared. It is wholly unacceptable in a federally-required process requiring
public input, that such short and limited notice be given. | would appreciate it if
you could remedy this issue as soon as possible.

116 1 111/111.01 None None None

| left you a voicemail earlier today and also wanted to follow up with an email so
that you have that as a contact option. Our office has received quite a few calls
and emails this week regarding the upcoming Public Scoping Meetings for the
proposed ATC Cardinal Hickory Creek Transmission Line project in South-
Western/Central Wisconsin. The proposed routes run through several counties
in the 2" Congressional District which Congressman Pocan represents. Several
117 1 111/111.01 None None None of our constituents have called to express displeasure and concern regarding
the lack of public natification for the upcoming scoping meetings and | wanted to
get some clarity on what all is required by agencies in regards to notifying the
public of meetings such as these. In addition to getting some more information
for our constituents | also had a few general questions for you regarding the
process as a whole. If you have time either this week or next week | would
appreciate a call at 608-258-9800.
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118

232/232.03

None

None

None

As you are aware, waters of the United States (includes wetlands) should not be
disturbed if a less environmentally damaging alternative exists. Unavoidable
adverse impacts should be minimized to the extent practicable. Any remaining
adverse impacts should be mitigated through restoration, enhancement, creation
and/or preservation activities. Information regarding the requirements for
mitigation is described in the Federal Register (Volume 73, No. 70) dated April
10, 2008, under "Compensatory Mitigation for Losses of Aquatic Resources;
Final Rule". Any proposed placement of dredged or fill material into waters of
the United States _(including jurisdictional wetlands) requires Department of the
Army authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Based on the
information you provided, a Section 404 permit may be required for this project.
A completed application packet should be submitted to the Rock Island District
Corps of Engineers as well as 2 copies to the lowa Department of Natural
Resources for processing as soon as possible. The application form can be
obtained at:
http://iwww.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryLand/FloodPlainManagement/Flo
odPlainDevPe rmits.aspx or at
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Permits.aspx

118

232/232.04

232/232.03

None

None

We would ask that Best Management Practices be used to control erosion and
protect water quality near the projects. You are encouraged to conduct your
construction activities during a period of low flow. You are required to seed alll
disturbed areas with native grasses and to implement appropriate erosion
control measures to insure that sediments are not introduced into waters of the
United States during construction of the projects. Clearing of vegetation,
including trees located in or immediately adjacent to waters of the state, should
be limited to that which is absolutely necessary for construction of the projects.
Please work with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if trees will.be cleared. State of
lowa permits potentially needed for your project:
http://mww.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/AboutDNR/BusinessRegulatoryAssistanee.a
spx

119

111/111.01

None

None

None

Due to insufficient notice, | encourage the USDA to provide another scoping
meeting no sooner than 30 days after mailing notifications to all local
governments in the study area including the following information:
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119

507/507.02

None

None

None

a) Explain why a federal EIS is required at this time and what parties are
involved. (b) Describe the types of information that will be collected in the EIS
scoping meetings including the relevant environmental, and economic sensitives
that will be evaluated across the study area for Cardinal Hickory Creek. State
that economic impacts for all energy investment options will be considered in the
EIS including those that do not involve high voltage transmission. (c) Name and
describe the non-transmission alternatives to the transmission project that will
be studied, developed and benefits compared. Explain that the EIS will make
recommendations about the energy options with the least environmental impacts
and steps that can be taken to improve their chances of being adopted. (d) In
addition to describing the study area of potentially affected landowners, provide
the names of the utilities whose customers that would be charged for
transmission services associated with Cardinal Hickory Creek were it to be built.
(e) If applicable, describe how Federal tax dollars would be utilized if Dairyland's
request is approved. (f) Describe how electric customer energy spending
preferences will be assessed during EIS scoping input and reported in the final
EIS.

120

280/280.05

None

None

None

| am writing to voice my concern and fear of this proposal. | can't imagine the
very idea of allowing high voltage transmission lines to cross one of the most
beautiful and valued areas in this country. The Driftless area is special and
prized by many and not only those that reside here.

120

280/281.02

None

None

None

And the very idea that my utility rates will rise without any service in return is
preposterous. We know only the ATC shareholders will be winners. And they will
take their money and buy some quiet little place with beautiful rolling hills,
majestic river bluffs and abundant wildlife and you can bet there will be no 17
STORY HIGH VOLTAGE power lines in sight!

121

245/245.04

None

None

None

This route is a favorite for bicyclists coming from the city of Platteville. County
Road B to the “M”, West Mound Road, and then Mound view Road and back
onto County Road B to town. We bicycle this route regularly and bring friends for
the wonderful view. We also have a tiny Civil War Cemetery along Shady Lane
that we visit.
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121

282/282.01

260/260

None

None

One of the corridors would traverse the Platteville Mound. Platteville Mound is a
historical gathering place for thousands each year. Dozens of roads in the area
are named “Mound View”..., another dozen businesses in Platteville and
surrounding areas have “Mound View”... in their name. Do outsiders like ATC
get an idea how treasured our ‘Mound View' is to us? The Platte Mound first
became a historical symbol when Major Rountree, founder of Platteville, had a
picnic on top to celebrate the 51st birthday of the country on July 4th, 1827.0n
October 16, 1937, the “M” was it for the first time for the Miner's Homecoming.
The illuminated “M” could be seen from as far as twenty-eight miles away.
Thousands of people have watched the relay of the torch commencing at the
Tech building, four and one-half miles away. Before 1940, it was only lit at
Homecoming, but after the war, the lighting was changed to the night of the
Miner’s Prom. The lighting of the “M” is an annual homecoming/alumni ritual
dating back to 1937. Furthermore, it's not only local students and residents, but
on any given day, people from distant areas collect daily to hike and picnic the
“M”. You can see for miles atop the Platteville Mound, all the way across the
opposite side of Mississippi River, 30 miles distant, to the lowa Mounds beyond.
No wonder that every day of week, at any time of day, there’s a half dozen cars
parked at base of Platteville “M”.

121

280/280.05

None

None

None

Every July the little town of Rewey has the largest fireworks around, a display
that attracts 15,000-20,000 people. How will these scenic spots and events
would be changed with towering, buzzing, snapping 350KV Transmission lines
and towers scarring up the countryside? Heart-Breaking!

121

243/243.02

None

None

None

Raptors are attracted to the Platteville Mound whenever a Southwest wind is
blowing in order to hunt. Juvenile bald eagles, red tail hawks, are often seen
collecting here especially in late summer and fall. No doubt for similar reasons
this has become a favorite place for hang gliders, who come from all over United
States, to use the same updrafts to soar. This phenomenon would definitely be
disrupted by these transmission towers.

121

243/243.04

None

None

None

The Blanchard’s Cricket Frog, an endangered species finds its home throughout
Lima township, including the Mounds Branch of the Little Platte River.
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121

283/283

None

None

None

Many researchers are studying the effect of an electrostatic field on animals. In
order to do so they keep the cages of animals under high electrostatic field of
about 30 kV/m. The results of these experiments are, well, shocking. When
animals (confined livestock) are kept below this high electrostatic field, their
bodies acquire a charge and when they try to drink water, a spark usually jumps
from their nose to the ground or watering trough. Hens are unable to pick up
grain because of chattering of their beaks, which affects their growth. Strong,
artificial EMFs like those from power lines can scramble and interfere with your
body’s natural EMF, harming everything from your sleep cycles and stress levels
to your immune response and DNA! After hundreds of international studies, the
evidence linking EMFs to cancers and other health problems is loud and clear.
High Voltage power lines are the most obvious and dangerous culprits of EMF.
Researchers found that children living within 650 feet of power lines had a 70%
greater risk for leukemia than children living 2,000 feet away or more. (As per
British Medical Journal, June, 2005). Several studies have identified
occupational exposure to extremely low-frequency electromagnetic fields (EMF)
as a potential risk factor for neuro degenerative disease. (As per Epidemiology,
2003 Jul; 14(4):413-9). There is “strong prospective evidence that prenatal
maximum magnetic field exposure above a certain level (possibly around 16 mg)
may be associated with miscarriage risk.” (As per Epidemiology, 2002 Jan;
13(1):9-20) The real or perceived effects of EMF radiation decreases property
values by 40% and more. Parents who are concerned about raising children
near strong sources of electromagnetic fields will not likely purchase properties
near high voltage power lines, | know | wouldn’t.

121

120/120.02

None

None

None

Of course our rural neighborhood hasn’t grown enough to warrant this power
line. We are using less power every year! More of our neighbors are moving off
the grid. Why should our quality of life be so severely compromised for the
convenience and mindless growth of the urban population’s downline?

121

120/121.03

None

None

None

It is widely accepted and with legal precedent that transmission lines of this
magnitude will follow existing right of ways, so why can’t the Cardinal-Hickory-
Creek Transmission Line follow existing right of ways?

121

280/280.05

None

None

None

Wisconsin is a lovely state, it has features like none other, but here in Wisconsin
we’ve been given a front row seat to the advance of dozens of industrial sand
quarries on our beautiful river banks, iron mines destroying the beautiful
Penokees, exploding gas pipelines threaded through our backyards, highly
flammable petroleum “bomb” trains rolling through our small towns and gigantic,
garish wind farms sprout overnight like mushrooms, their constant humming
eliminating soothing silence, and all this in the name “progress” “growth” and
“jobs” and we’re not supposed to be against it, but | am. As Edward Abbey said
“an economic system which can only expand or expire must be false to all that is
human.” We might not be able to affect present depredations that are already in
motion, but if we don’t strengthen environmental laws soon, and discontinue our
irrational “growth” we will wake up in New Jersey or Southern California instead
of Wisconsin
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122

122/122

None

None

None

We encourage you to address a full range of questions with the EIS.

First, please consider the environmental impact in the broadest context,
including geology, soils, farm land & land use, vegetation, wildlife, special status
species, surface / groundwater, wetlands & floodplains, cultural, historic &
paleontology resources, air quality & noise, socioeconomic & environmental
justice issues, transportation, visual resources, and health & safety.

122

280/280.02

None

None

None

Second, consider the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and
recreation, farm and other business operations and property values.

122

120/121.03

None

None

None

Finally, this is not a false choice between building this transmission line and
doing nothing at all. The EIS should analyze whether a combination of non-
transmission alternatives — new local wind and solar generation, energy
efficiency, storage, demand response — would meet actual electrical demand at
a lower cost both economically and environmentally.

123

120/120.02

None

None

None

That opposition seems based on need (or the lack thereof) and environmental
degradation. | am willing to let the Wisconsin Public Service Commission rule
on the need.

123

120/121.03

None

None

None

| will also assume that the line will follow Wisconsin Highway 18 from Montfort to
Mount Horeb - as that route is the established transportation corridor preferred
in WPSC guidelines and would not harm the environment any more than the
highway does. My advice is eliminate the alternate northern route.

124

280/280.05

None

None

None

am writing to share our thoughts on the proposed power line running thru the
"driftless area" in SW Wisconsin. We own a 182 acre farm along County
Highway ZZ.....my family has owned this for almost 30 years and we have put
our heart and soul into improving and enhancing the natural beauty of this area
We were devastated when a tornado came thru our farm in June of 2014,
destroying our 100 year old barn (that had just been restored totally in 2012),
along with our Sears @ Roebuck kit home (circa 1926). We have spent
hundreds of thousands of dollars since then in an effort to restore the farm and
try to get it back to its former natural beauty. We are devastated to hear that an
unnecessary high voltage line is being proposed to run directly thru our property
and destroy all we have worked so hard to accomplish.

124

120/121.03

120/120.02

None

None

Please reconsider the route for this "line" and whether it is even necessary

125

122/122

None

None

None

First, the environmental impact of the proposed transmission line is potentially
broad. It should be assessed in its full context, including the effect on soils, farm
land & land use, vegetation, wildlife, special status species, surface /
groundwater, wetlands & floodplains, cultural, historic & paleontology resources,
air quality & noise, socioeconomic & environmental justice issues,
transportation, visual resources, and health & safety.

125

280/280.02

280/281.0101

None

None

Second, the transmission line could be routed to pass through areas that have a
broad range of uses that could be impacted. The EIS should therefore consider
the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and recreation, farm
and other business operations and property values.
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125

120/121.03

None

None

None

Finally, this is not a false choice between building this transmission line and
doing nothing at all. The EIS should analyze whether a combination of non-
transmission alternatives — new local wind and solar generation, energy
efficiency, storage, demand response — would meet actual electrical demand at
a lower cost both economically and environmentally.

126

120/120.02

None

None

None

The ATC line from Dubugue to Middleton is not needed!!!

127

120/121.03

None

None

None

The highway, 18-151 is the corridor that should be used. It already exists, is not
a sensitive area, and no one will be disturbed.

128

280/ 281.0101

None

None

None

The destruction of our countryside and the loss of our land values. Specifically
for us on Sweeny Rd Town of Arena

130

111/111.01

None

None

None

We are interested in meeting with you in person to learn more about specific
data points you hope to collect, the resources RUS will be able dedicate to the
EIS and how to provide information to you most effectively and efficiently. We
believe there is great common interest in sitting down and going over some
important but lesser known recorded documents from a companion 345 kV
transmission proposal, “Badger-Coulee” conducted from 2010-2014. As
prospective transmission builders receive opportunities to present materials
supporting their positions for the EIS, we request the same opportunity and hope
do this efficiently and with knowledge of your goals. We would like to propose
meeting with you on or near December 7th when RUS, SWCA Environmental
and other consultants will be on hand for the public scoping meeting in
Barneveld, Wisconsin.

130

280/281.02

120/121.03

None

None

We ask for RUS support in making sure that a highly qualified expert is hired to
conduct a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis of non-transmission alternatives
and to provide a comparison of impacts on local economies for the EIS.

130

120/ 121.0301

None

None

None

The non-transmission alternatives that we request be evaluated alone and in
combination for the current Cardinal Hickory Creek EIS endeavor include:

« Accelerated and targeted applications of energy efficiency utilizing Wisconsin’s
Focus on Energy program and programs within Dairyland Power Cooperative
and other utilities.

* Accelerated and targeted applications of the several types of load
management resources.

* Accelerated and targeted applications of distributed generation including
placement to remove demand and prolong the lifespan of the “reliability”
transmission facilities identified by the applicants.

130

120/121.03

None

None

None

In the development of the above alternative resources, examined both alone and
in combination, “accelerated” means not being restricted to current funding
levels but utilizing funding amounts equal to the 40 year inclusive cost passed
on to all electric customers for financing, construction, operation, maintenance,
usage and depreciation of the proposed high voltage transmission option.
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130

122/122.03

280/280.02

280/
281.0101

Additionally, we request that a comparison of the economic impacts on
potentially affected local economies be conducted. This study should account for
the impacts listed below in terms of benefits and losses under two conditions: (1)
selected local economies in the presence of a 345 kV doublecircuit,
transmission facility and; (2) the same local economies without the transmission
facility but influenced by optimized mix of investments in non-transmission
alternatives:

None « Impacts on property values and the local taxbase over 40 years.

* Impacts on the development of new residences and businesses within sight of
the potential transmission facility over 40 years with special attention given to
housing built or remodeled for retirement relocation.

* Impacts on businesses patronized by tourists and others visiting the area due,
in part, to attractive, natural assets of the area. Estimate over a 40 year period.

« Impacts on the average cost of residential and commercial electric service over
40 years.

130

122/122.03

280/281.02

None

Please note that should the federal-level EIS for Cardinal Hickory Creek fail to
include these assessments, it would have negative impacts on energy planning
by setting example of insufficient analysis for the utility applicants and the W1
PSC. An under-developed EIS also detracts from local government statutory
rights to establish energy priorities and associated land use goals. Further, we
have examined the 2015 EIS for a transmission proposal conducted with input
from the contracted scoping firm, SWCA Environmental Consultants, and it
contains no section of cost benefit analysis of non-transmission alternatives
hmp://bit.ly/SWCA-EIS . The other EIS’s SWCA suggested we examine for
example also lack such assessment: hmp://bit.ly/EIS_2 and hmp://bit.ly/EIS_3.
Our delegation has received responses from two energy consulting firms
expressing interest in conducting the analysis of non-transmission alternatives
for the Cardinal Hickory Creek EIS: Synapse Energy, Bruce Biewald, Sommer
Energy, Anna Sommer, The Regulatory Assistance Project, Janine Migden-
Ostrander, is interested in assisting should interpretations of policy become
involved.

None

130

280/281.02

None

None

In 1998, Wisconsin ceased Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) marginalizing
the ability of investments in accelerated energy efficiency, modern load
management and distributed generation to only competing with utility proposals
on a case by case basis, and with very limited funding. As a result, the WI Public
Service Commission no longer conducts on-going energy planning which has
forced rural communities and local governments and state lawmakers to
pressure the agency to allow user side, non-transmission alternatives to
compete more fairly in the high voltage transmission review process. Without
competition from energy efficiency, load management, the high interest, long
term debt created by uncontrolled spending in high capacity transmission
expansion and fossil fuel generation, Wisconsin’s rates and fees are now the
highest in the Midwest (figure 2). The high-capacity transmission expansion
proposal for which the RUS will be preparing an EIS for, “Cardinal Hickory
Creek,” would become the eighth high capacity expansion project approved in
the last ten years. Debt on prior transmission expansion spending now
constitutes 19% of a typical rural electric bill (figure 3). Rural communities with

None
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municipalities including those buying power from USDA loan applicant Dairyland
Power Cooperative, pay a 20% fixed fee charge in this power which profoundly
undercuts the communities ability to invest in solar, load management and
energy efficiency. The WI PSC has blocked state lawmaker requests to increase
our region-lagging energy efficiency investments (figure 4) and the unchecked
capital utility spending is effectively sending energy dollars that should remain
rural economies to the finance industry for payment on debt. Renewing Rural
Community Engagement and Relevance for USDA/RUS Electric Program
Loans. We ask for your assistance not only because our local economies and
lands (and electricity costs) are

dear to us but because we anticipate it can revive relevant direction for Electric
Program loaning. Because improvements from energy efficiency, modern load
management and local solar require individual/community investment to realize
energy savings and environmental benefits, the improvements uniquely embody
shared appreciations the REA used to enjoy. In contrast, very costly,
unwarranted, environmentally unaccountable and imposing transmission
facilities tend to undercut public trust in the RUS goals. Unlike transmission
additions which are challenged to guarantee savings or environmental benefits,
partnered utility/community NTA investment not only assures lower electric bills
and CO2 reductions in the quickest and most cost-effective ways, but can
eliminate the primary source of rate and fees increases: ballooning capital
expense for replacement of low voltage transmission facilities. The RUS may be
familiar with the forming Energy Vision (REV) initiative under the New York PSC
where replacement of a $1 billion substation was avoided using $200 million in
non-transmission alternatives. In Wisconsin, Dairyland Power Cooperative
(DPC) is paving a similar path adding load-reducing solar facilities at 15 aging
transmission facilities: hmp://bit.ly/DPC_substation_solar. At least three of these
installations partner with rural development with customers and businesses
buying 20 year leases on solar production at less than $2 per wam:
http://www.rec.coop/content/transition-energy. Escalating rural electricity costs in
Wisconsin must be checked. Already, they threaten the ability of energy-
intensive businesses including dairy operations to remain competitive with
businesses in other states. The Rural Utility Service’s unique ability to lead the
shift from rate-pressuring capital utility investments to NTA’s is evident in the
agency’s heavy emphasis on replacement capital utility spending in the Electric
Program loans granted in 2016 (figure 5). The best possible way the agency can
promote the new path is to fulfill the requests we pose in this letter to establish
responsible precedence. The cost-effectiveness and feasibility of rural electric
development partnering community/utility spending has already been
demonstrated. A cost-benefit analysis for a prior high capacity transmission
proposal in Wisconsin conducted by

Powers Engineering (hmp://bit.ly/Powers_Testimony ) demonstrated that a one-
time investment of $19 million in targeted energy efficiency, load management
and community solar support at low voltage substations would avoid about $170
million in low voltage transmission facility replacement costs while:

« Stabilizing or lowering electric bills in the affected footprint and beyond

» Allowing customers and businesses to invest in solar very cost effectively
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» Accommodate flow through the transmission system relieving any future
potential congestion more effectively than a 345 kV transmission facility at a
minimal cost of $600 million

We thank you for this opportunity to outline our goals, make our requests. We
hope that you can set aside time to meet with us in person and help us take full
advantage of our opportunity to provide scoping input.

131

243/243

None

None

None

| BELIEVE ITS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT WILL BE SUBSTNATIAL
REPRESENTING A SEVERE IMPACT TO ALL WILDLIFE

131

2441244

None

None

None

I NOTE THAT AS USUAL PROFITEERS ARE ATTEMPTING TO USE
PUBLICLY OWNED LAND THAT SHOULD BE SAVED AND PROTECTED
FOR NATURE FOR THEIR PROFITMAKING OPERATION. THE TIME FOR
THEM TO DO THAT IS OVER. THIS UTILITY SHOULD BE BUYING PRIVATE
LAND TO DESTROY, NOT LOOKING TO BE A PUBLIC WELFARE CHARGE
BY USING PUBLIC LAND. WE NEED TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE EVERY
ACRE OF PUBLIC LAND WE HAVE LEFT FROM THE PROFITEERS WHO
NEVER STOP SEEKING TO USE AND ABUSE OUR PU LIC LAND.

132

241/241.02

None

None

None

This is to notify the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Power Line sighting personnel both
federal US Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities and engineering SWCA
Environmental Consultants of the occurrence of a rare and endangered fern,
Asplenium pinnatifidum, on rock out-croppings either in or near the northern hil
route proposed for the Cardinal-Hickory power line. This fern was discovered by
botanist Dr. Hugh lltis (recently deceased - a synopsis of his University of
Wisconsin career was printed on the front pages of the Wisconsin State Journal
Newspaper December 24, 2016). Discovery of the fern occurred in 1958 and
was published in Transactions of the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences Arts +
Letters, volume 67, 1979. The discovery was re-examined by a knowledgeable
person in November 2016 and was identified as still present. A concern for this
power line is that the same problems of access still present in this wild, private
terrain also existed in 1958. | therefore believe no complete survey has ever
been done in northeastern lowa County for this fern then or since. | propose that
a high tension power line through areas with a rare endangered species is
incompatible with rare ecosystems, either through direct destruction of habitat or
modifications of fragile environment with wide clear cuts near vulnerable
habitats.

133

280/281.02

None

None

None

At the expense of many to benefit the few

134

280/ 281.0101

None

None

None

Negative impact of driftless area landscape and impact on home/land values

134

280/280.02

None

None

None

Tourism is a growing and important driver of economic growth.

135

245/245.03

None

None

None

Harm to Conservation + Natural Resource areas

137

110/ 110.0407

None

None

None

| understand the location of this power line does not comply with Wisc. siting
standards

137

120/120.02

None

None

None

| also have not seen the need for this project in this area.

137

280/281.02

None

None

None

Yet we will be paying for it for many years to come - a financial burden on the
population

137

244/244.01

None

None

None

Some of this is prime farm land.

137

als] w [N R ekl

280/280.02

None

None

None

This line would destroy some small farms, vacation spots and businesses.

H-63



Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project Scoping Report — Volume lll

Letter/
Form
No.

Comment
Number

Code #1

Code #2

Code #3

Code #4

Comment Text

137

280/ 281.0101

None

None

None

| am concerned about land values, local, state and federal governments with
loss of income. | don't think the property owner will get much for 150 feet wide
right-a-way.

137

260/260

None

None

None

The Driftless Area is unique and attracts tourists to the area - but who wants to
drive to see 17 story towers.

137

243/243.02

245/245.05

None

None

We have begun to see bald eagle in the Cobb area. It is a popular area for
fishing and environmental studies. Will this powerline change that?

137

280/280.05

None

None

None

| own farmland in the Cobb area and have lived here most of my life. Southwest
Wisconsin is a beautiful and unique area. | do not see any reason to put that
power line on this route where it would impact many people and land areas. It
seems that ATC has decided to put this line with little regard for the people and
the effect on the area and the law.

137

10

280/281.02

None

None

None

Who gains from this power line - not the people of the area, not the environment,
not the economy, but the ATC.

138

120/120.02

120/120.01

None

None

In the print out | read it's stated the reasons for building the transmission line is
to improve the reliability of the electric system, provide economic benefits and
expand the electric infrastructure to support renewable energy. | don't really
understand just how it will do these 3 things. I'm sure right now there is
electricity produced and used at each end of the proposed transmission line so
how will moving it 90 or more miles improve it. Perhaps this could be explained
in more detail.

138

260/260

243/243

241/241

None

To me itis a lot of expense and trouble to go through building huge towers over
scenic beautiful rural country disturbing and changing scenic and historic places
and endangering birds and native plants and animals when there isn't even a
real need.

138

280/280.02

None

None

None

How will building towers crossing the river at Cassville affect the charming little
ferry that runs across the Mississippi River

138

282/282.01

None

None

None

and how will it affect the Nelson Dewey Home outside Cassville?

139

244/244.01

None

None

None

| raise bees

140

o es] w

280/281.02

120/120.02

None

None

the local people will not even benefit from this transmission line. It is not needed.
Only the company profits.

141

507/507.02

None

None

None

1) I'm looking for the Construction Work Plan ("CWP") referenced in the
Alternatives Evaluation Study dated July 2016 (p. 13). Can't find it in any
appendices, nor is it available online on DPC's site (I've asked Chuck Thompson
and an anon "info" link for it ASAP). Is it part of the record in this docket/funding
request? 2) I'm also looking for information on the delay of this project, the
reasons, and whether that is considered in this RUS process. This project is 1/2
of the MISO MVP 5, the Badger Coulee is the other. Does RUS have any info
on that in the record? I'm reviewing the July 2016 AES right now (only to p.13),
but apparently this delay was stated by ATC in April, prior to the May RUS
scoping activities.

141

507/507.02

111/111.01

None

None

3) Why another round of scoping meetings/hearings? Please forward info!
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142

243/243.04

241/241.02

None

None

The Department has records of the state-listed plant and animal species
provided within corridor provided for review. In general, these species are
associated with several habitats, including heavily wooded stream corridors,
small remnant prairies, and wetlands. Avoidance of these kinds of habitats will
avoid impacts with these species. As you consider potential routes, the
Department invites you to review county level Natural Areas Inventory (NAI)
data to identify plant and animal species records. NAI data are available on the
DNR'’s interactive website: http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Threatened-
Endangered/Natural-Areas-Inventory Because NAI data are not comprehensive
field surveys, the DNR also recommends that you determine if suitable habitat
for the listed species occurs within your project area. This information should be
provided for DNR review when requesting additional comments. In addition to
the above mentioned information regarding suitable habitat, please provide a
GIS shapefile of the project boundary, including proposed routes, with the
request for review. The shapefile must be projected in NAD 83, UTM Zone 15N.

142

110/ 110.0407

None

None

None

Projects occurring on, above, or under state-owned lands and/or waters require
a sovereign lands construction permit from the DNR in advance of work. State-
owned lands and waters under the jurisdiction of the DNR include: Meandered
Sovereign Lakes, Meandered Sovereign Rivers, State Forests, Wildlife
Management Areas, State Parks, and State Preserves. Statewide GIS
information about public conservation lands and Bird Conservation Areas is
available on the DNR'’s website at https://programs.iowadnr.gov/nrgislibx/ under
Administrative and Political Boundaries and Biologic and Ecologic headings,
respectively. More information regarding the Sovereign Lands Construction
Permit Program is available on the DNR’s website
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Sovereign-
Lands-Permits

142

122/122.04

None

None

None

Department records and data are not the result of thorough field surveys. If
listed species or rare communities are found during the planning or construction
phases, additional studies and/or mitigation may be required.

142

111/111.02

None

None

None

The Department is available for additional review of potential impact of this
project once a specific route has been identified. Please refer to tracking number
13571 when requesting additional review.

143

250/250.08

None

None

None

As an update, | have in hand the final certificates of approval for the Hallick
Farm Airport/Helipad from both the FAA and the Wisconsin Bureau of
Aeronautics. The helipad is complete and has been for several months. The
turf runway is under construction and will be completed in 2017. Please add the
above to the PSC comments and filings. If you would like anything additional,
please ask.
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144

282/282

None

None

None

Your request for comment by the State Historic Preservation Officer has been
received. Date Received: 10/19/2016 Projected end of Review Period based on
date received: 11/18/2016 Agency: RUS SHPO Review & Compliance Number
(R&C#): 160522006 CARDINAL-HICKORY CREEK 345 KV TRANSMISSION
LINE PROJECT - DAIRYLAND POWER COOP., AMERICAN TRANSMISSION
CO., ATC MGMT., & ITC MIDWEST PROPOSING LINE FROM NE IOWA TO
SW & SOUTH CENTRAL WISCONSIN - 125 MILES TOTAL - SCOPING
MEETING INVITE In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800
(revised, effective August 5, 2004), the 30-day comment period under a formal
review begins when the SHPO has received a submittal containing full
documentation in support of an agency’s finding and determination of effect.
SHPO Review & Compliance Coordinator SHPO106 @iowa.gov The SHPO is
under no time restraints but will provide a technical assistance response when:
A. The SHPO concludes that the documentation provided does not support the
agency’s definition of the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the undertaking OR
B. The SHPO concludes that the project documentation provided does not
support the agency’s determination of a property’s eligibility for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places OR C. The SHPO concludes that the
documentation provided does not support the agency’s finding of an
undertaking’s effects on a historic property OR D. The agency has determined
that the undertaking will have “Adverse Effects” on historic properties and is
actively consulting with SHPO on resolution of those effects. If the
documentation submitted to the SHPO for review meets the basic standards set
forth at 36 CFR Part 800.11 and the SHPO fails to respond within 30 days, then
the SHPO has waived its opportunity to comment and the agency may either (1)
proceed to the next step in the process based upon the agency’s finding and
determination, or (2) consult directly with the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation. In order to determine the next step in the process, we advise the
agency to review the applicable sections of 36 CFR Part 800 or the
programmatic agreement under which your undertaking is being reviewed. Be
advised that the successful conclusion of consultation with the SHPO does not
fulfill the agency’s responsibility to consult with other parties who may have an
interest in properties that may be affected by an undertaking. Nor does it
override the sovereign status of federally recognized American Indian Tribes in
the Section 106 consultation process. We have made these comments and
recommendations according to our responsibilities defined by Federal law
pertaining to the Section 106 process. The responsible federal agency does not
have to follow our comments and recommendations to comply with the Section
106 process. It also remains the responsible federal agency’s decision on how
to proceed from this point for this undertaking. Should you have any questions
please contact me at the email below, referencing the R&C# above
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145

282/282.02

None

None

None

Sovereign Lands: 13571 Your application was logged under the tracking number
listed above. Please use the assigned tracking number on all future
correspondence for this project. Environmental Reviews can be submitted
electronically to: SLER@dnr.iowa.gov. This correspondence does not constitute
approval. When review has been completed a letter or email concerning the
Sovereign Lands determination will be issued. Thank you, COLLEEN
CONROQY Clerk Specialist

146

122/122

None

None

None

First, please consider the environmental impact in the broadest context,
including geology, soils, farm land & land use, vegetation, wildlife, special status
species, surface / groundwater, wetlands & floodplains, cultural, historic &
paleontology resources, air quality & noise, socioeconomic & environmental
justice issues, transportation, visual resources, and health & safety.

146

280/280.02

280/
281.0101

None

None

Second, consider the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and
recreation, farm and other business operations and property values.

146

120/ 121.0301

None

None

None

Finally, this is not a false choice between building this transmission line and
doing nothing at all. The EIS should analyze whether a combination of non-
transmission alternatives — new local wind and solar generation, energy
efficiency, storage, demand response — would meet actual electrical demand at
a lower cost both economically and environmentally.

148

120/121.03

None

None

None

The lowa Chapter of the Sierra Club supports using the existing transmission
line easements and Mississippi River crossings near Cassville, Wisconsin, for
the Cardinal-Hickory Creek project. This is preferable to acquiring and creating a
new easement. Although this crosses the Upper Mississippi River National
Wildlife Refuge, there are limited numbers of locations where a transmission line
can cross.

148

120/120.02

None

None

None

We encourage you to discuss in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS),
Purpose and Need Section, giving a preference to renewable energy on this
transmission line.

148

120/120.02

None

None

None

We also encourage you to describe and discuss how this project fits into a
robust electric transmission grid, as part of the EIS. We realize Midcontinent
Independent System Operator (MISO) has already done some of the work on
this and that work can be incorporated into the EIS.
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Between now and the time the letter was sent to the ATC, the Wisconsin Bureau
of Aeronautics and the FAA has both approved my application. The helipad is
complete and the runway will be completed by next year. We needed to wait for
the crops to come out of the field before completing the turf runway. If you are
looking at Google Earth what you see will be deceiving. The turf runway will
extend through the tree line. Use the GPS coordinates to identify the actual
location. | purchased this property over a year and a half ago with the express
purpose of building the helipad and the runway. Putting the transmission line
through my property takes from me that opportunity. If that opportunity is taken
from me, | will use any and all means to recoup my investment from those taking
that opportunity away from me. Any reasonable person would do the same. As
a note, the helipad location is programmed into the University of Wisconsin
Medivac [sic] helicopters navigational computers. The helipad is a designated
pick up point to be used as needed to pick-up and transport local residents to
the hospital. The Hallick Farm Helipad, identified as WI66, is part of our local
EMS system.

149 1 250/250.08 None None None

In addition to the above, the Town of Vermont is one of the most beautiful areas
of Wisconsin. Living here is a gift. Why anyone would want to run a transmission
149 2 280/280.05 None None None line through pristine land that should be preserved is beyond me. Especially,
when there is another corridor along a highway. Who preserves our land and the
fabric of our communities if we don’'t? We are the stewards of the Township.

in addition to the unparalleled beauty of the lands, my farm has woods that are
149 3 243/243 None None None teaming with wildlife. There are Deer, Turkey, Herons, Bald Eagles, you name it.
We don’t hunt the property. We are the stewards of the land.

| urge you to protect the beauty and cohesiveness of the Wisconsin's Driftless
Area by not installing a new transmission line between Highway 18/151 and
Highway 14. If a new line is absolutely necessary it should follow the existing
Highway 18-151 corridor.

150 1 120/121.03 None None None

My name is Carol Parrell and your company is looking at our property, outside of
Black Earth, as a path for the transmission lines. We whole heartedly object to
this destruction of our homeland. This farm was purchased by my husband's
grandparents in the 1930's and has been in the family ever since.

151 1 280/280.05 None None None

This is a natural resources corridor with many plant and animal species that

151 thrive.

243/243 241/241 None None

151 244/244.02 None None None We have one of the few remaining cattle herds pasturing on the hillside.

151 245/245.04 None None None Thousands of bicyclists, hunters and nature lovers enjoy this area daily.

(62l BN (V] I V)

260/260 None None None The idea of your company running high power lines through this area with

151 trucks, land movers and unsightly high line structures is unacceptable.

Expressing my opinion, the north corridor (esp. not knowing the exact lines) is
as disturbing as | can think of If and only IF you have ever traveled the area.
There already is enough power lines running through that whole north route that
takes enough away from the natural state that it is in nonetheless add huge
powerlines with hanging wires everywhere. | sit and think....is this what we pay
people for to think of how to destroy what's left? Common sense has to tell some
that the corridor along a 4 lane highway that has no beauty is the only way even
if it costs more.

152 1 120/121.03 None None None
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153

280/281.02

None

None

None

Please register my opposition to this proposal. This is an appalling amount of
money, which would be better spent on alternative sources of energy. Slow
down and take a more careful look at this. Is there really a need?

154

120/121.03

260/260

None

None

My wife and | own 92 acres on the north side of Norwegian Hollow Road which
appears to be smack dap in the middle of the proposed rural alternate siting for
the new transmission lines. The land has been in the family for about 50 years.
We can't imagine a greater environmental travesty than to site the lines through
such beautiful land instead along 18&151.

155

122/122

None

None

None

Please consider the environmental impact in the broadest context, including
geology, soils, farm land & land use, vegetation, wildlife, special status species,
surface / groundwater, wetlands & floodplains, cultural, historic & paleontology
resources, air quality & noise, socioeconomic & environmental justice issues,
transportation, visual resources, and health & safety.

155

280/280.02

280/
281.0101

None

None

Please consider the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and
recreation, farm and other business operations and property values.

155

120/ 121.0301

None

None

None

The EIS should analyze whether a combination of non-transmission alternatives
—new local wind and solar generation, energy efficiency, storage, demand
response — would meet actual electrical demand at a lower cost both
economically and environmentally.

156

120/121.03

None

None

None

| examined the letter to EIS staff at Rural Utility Service < http://bit.ly/Ltr-Debt >
from local governments and environmental groups requesting that non-
transmission alternatives be thoroughly studied. | take this opportunity to
reinforce this request, personally, because | am concerned about rising energy
costs. | prefer investments in end-user improvements like energy efficiency over
investments that increased dependency on utilities and create long-term debt.
Global warming is a fact, it's not going away, and it's getting worse. We must
curb our energy use, not "keep the lights on" as ATC urges.

156

507/507.02

None

None

None

You may use my email address to notify me when the draft statement is
available.

161

260/260

280/281.02

None

None

While being a blight on the landscape and an insult to the environment these
large transmission projects also serve as a means to get the utilities hands
deeper into the pockets of rate payers across the state.

161

120/121.03

None

None

None

Imagine investing all these millions in local solutions which would strengthen the
grid from the distribution side and keep our energy dollars in the state.

161

243/243.01

None

None

None

We are still fighting to limit the damage ATC has planned for our property and
hope that the PSC denies the Cardinal Hickory Creek line if for no other reason
than to preserve the timeless beauty and biodiversity of an area that even the
last ice age did not touch.

161

120/120.01

None

None

None

Moving wind energy hundreds or thousands of miles only discourages local
energy development and opens the grid to potential sabotage or bankruptcy.

161

110/110

None

None

None

It appears that industry has taken control of the regulatory process.
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162

120/121.03

None

None

None

Two corridors are proposed: The North corridor goes NE from Cassville to
Montfort and continues NE to a spot west of Highland. From there it goes more
or less E to Middleton. The South corridor goes E from Cassville to a point
between Platteville and Belmont, then N to Montfort, then W near or along the
Hwy 18 corridor to a point E of Mount Horeb, where it goes NNE to Middleton. |
strongly favor the South corridor. The South option will cause less harm to
uniqgue geological, hydrological, and ecological features of the region.

164

120/121.03

None

None

None

| examined the letter to EIS staff at Rural Utility Service < http:/bit.ly/Ltr-
ProtectLand > from local governments and environmental groups requesting
that non-transmission alternatives be thoroughly studied to including energy
efficiency, modern load management and use of community solar to prolong the
life span of transmission facilities. | take this opportunity to reinforce this request,
personally, because | am oppose all high voltage transmission options as they
would inherently detract from the natural environment and local economies.
Should any electrical need be determined, | support a blend of minimal impact
alternatives such as targeted-energy efficiency, modern load management and
distributed generation including solar support at existing substations.

165

280/281.02

None

None

None

The construction of this power line would come at a huge cost, both financial
and environmental,

165

280/281.02

None

None

None

The construction of this power line would come at a huge cost, both financial
and environmental

165

122/122

None

None

None

| encourage you to address a full range of questions with the EIS before taking
action that will negatively affect the Driftless Area, which contains some of the
most beautiful and important environmental areas in the U.S. First, please
evaluate the considerable environmental impact of this potential project in its
broadest context, including geology, soils, farm land & land use, vegetation,
wildlife, special status species, surface / groundwater, wetlands & floodplains,
cultural, historic & paleontology resources, air quality & noise, socioeconomic &
environmental justice issues, transportation, visual resources, and health &
safety.

165

280/280.02

280/
281.0101

None

None

Second, consider the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and
recreation, farm and other business operations and property values

166

122/122

None

None

None

| encourage you to address a full range of questions with the EIS. First, please
consider the environmental impact in the broadest context, including geology,
soils, farm land & land use, vegetation, wildlife, special status species, surface /
groundwater, wetlands & floodplains, cultural, historic & paleontology resources,
air quality & noise, socioeconomic & environmental justice issues,
transportation, visual resources, and health & safety

166

280/280.02

None

None

None

Second, consider the full economic impact of the line on ratepayers, tourism and
recreation, farm and other business operations and property values

166

245/245.04

None

None

None

My family bikes, hikes, skis, and camps regularly in and around this region due
to its majestic beauty and unique topography.

167

260/260

None

None

None

The driftless area in the southwest part of the state of Wisconsin is found in no
other part of this country. To deface this delicate area with 17 story high voltage
transmission lines is just plain wrong.
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167

280/281.02

None

None

None

In addition |, as a resident of this area and close to one proposed line, do not
want to pay higher utility rates to support these lines; the demand for electricity
is flat.

167

232/232.05

None

None

None

And the very idea of running these structures across the Mississippi River is
unbelievable!

168

280/ 281.0101

None

None

None

In the spring of 2016 | purchased a home at 5194 North Clayhill Road, Spring
Green WI. A proposed route for the high tension wires would be in close
proximity to my home and would greatly affect the value of my home.

168

260/260

None

None

None

Furthermore, these high tension wires would have a negative impact on the
environment and surrounding beauty of the landscape.

168

280/281.02

None

None

None

Lastly, these lines are not economically warranted and the driftless area would
be negatively impacted without any benefit.

169

122/122

None

None

None

| know you appreciate that to make NEPA effective, however, the EIS on the
Cardinal-Hickory Creek Project must be rigorously objective and analytically
solid, standards that proponent federal agencies, in their momentum to “get on
with business,” may be inclined to sidestep.

169

120/120

511/511

None

None

Until passage of the National Environmental Policy Act on January 1, 1970,
environmental analysis rarely, if ever, had served to inform and undergird major
federal decisions. For nearly two centuries, Federal agencies had made their
decisions mainly based on agency predilections and political support. However,
in 1969 the threat of a disturbing project in Florida set in motion a new way of
making federal decisions. Serving then as Deputy Under Secretary of the U. S.
Department of the Interior, | received a note from John Ehrlichman, Counsel to
the President for Domestic Policy, asking if | knew anything about a massive
jetport proposed for the Big Cypress Swamp just north of Everglades National
Park in south Florida. | hadn’t. That led me to Manny Morris, a hydrologist with
the National Park Service, who put me in an air-boat in south Florida for a three-
day crash course on how the jetport would impact the sheet-water hydraulics
and ecosystem of the Everglades. When | returned to D.C., my boss, Under
Secretary Russell Train, called in Dr. Luna Leopold, senior scientist of the U.S.
Geological Survey, and directed him to head a team of experts in Florida to
assess the environmental consequences of building the jetport in the Big
Cypress Swamp. Acknowledging the FAA’s need to solve air traffic congestion
at Miami International, the Leopold Report nonetheless made clear that the new
jetport would lead to peripheral development and its attendant drainage on such
a scale as to effectively dry up and destroy the Everglades National Park. The
lucid Leopold Report eventually led to President Nixon directing the Secretary of
Transportation to cancel the jetport. But the Leopold Report had an even
greater effect than cancelling a bad project. It helped persuade the Congress,
with strong support from the Nixon Administration, to insert in the proposed
National Environmental Policy Act, then in committee, a clause requiring that
before taking major actions with significant impact on the environment, Federal
agencies fully assess in writing those consequences. Including a frank
assessment of alternatives, even if it means cancelling the project. NEPA also
established the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), in the Executive Office
of the President, to serve as policy adviser to the President. President Nixon
appointed Russell Train as Chairman, and Train immediately brought me on to
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help start hiring a small professional staff to insure that NEPA was not just paid
lip service among the federal agencies. Initially, we at CEQ encountered
considerable foot dragging in the bureaucracy, as many federal agencies were
unaccustomed to objective, public assessment of what they were proposing to
do. Old habits died hard. They were used to lining up their allies in Congress,
getting an appropriation, and just pushing ahead. It took diligent effort by CEQ
and some key judicial decisions to convince federal agencies that NEPA meant
a new way of doing the public’s business, that to enter fully into the spirit of
NEPA meant reexamining assumptions and writing their analysis in plain
English, instead of trying to bury decisions under the weight of document
obfuscation and gibberish.

169

120/120.02

None

None

None

Is This Project Needed? It is not. The transmission companies’ assertions that
CHC is needed are based on faulty assumptions. | refer to the outdated
assumptions underlying the 2011 MISO report, which lumped together data
collectively of nine states from the Midwest to the Gulf of Mexico, including
Manitoba Province of Canada, and recommended 17 different high-voltage
transmission lines, Cardinal-Hickory Creek being the last and most expensive.
What may have seemed relevant some years ago for a large region of the U.S.
and central Canada is no longer the case, certainly not for Wisconsin. Electricity
demand in much of the Midwest continues to decline or remain flat. That's
certainly been true in the Madison market. For the past ten years, electricity
sales for Madison Gas & Electric have declined and for Wisconsin Power & Light
sales have been flat, despite each utility adding 11,000 new customers. In the
growing Chicago market, Con Ed’s electricity sales are declining about 1% each
year--despite the company adding 100,000 customers. In Minnesota, Excel-
Northern States Power has seen its electricity sales drop about 1.5%, and in
Ohio, American Electric Power is anticipating a drop of more than 16% over the
next decade. This is a picture not of energy need, but of citizens and
businesses making more efficient use of electrical energy. Over recent years,
Americans have been buying and plugging into more energy efficient
appliances--refrigerators, washers and driers, dishwashers, air conditioners, etc.
And now with LED bulbs, we are beginning what | expect will be a revolution in
dramatically reduced electrical demand for lighting. This trend in declining
electricity sales is likely to continue as increasingly more efficient appliances are
used throughout the market, and more and more businesses and homeowners
install solar units.
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169

280/281.02

None

None

None

ATC is in the business solely of building transmission lines, and imposing the bill
on the public. Cardinal-Hickory Creek would be a hugely expensive project:
about $2billion, when financing, easements, and operation and maintenance are
added to the $500million to $700million construction costs (plus a guaranteed
profit of 10.2%). All of us Wisconsin ratepayers would have to shoulder the bill
in higher utility bills. Alliant Energy is already seeking permission from the
Public Service Commission to more than double in just two years the fixed
charges to residential customers. Wisconsin’s electricity bills are the highest in
the Midwest, and now likely to go much higher. Where is the justification for
saddling Wisconsin ratepayers with more than a billion dollars of increased utility
rates to pay for out-of-state power over a proposed CHC line? ATC has not
demonstrated that need.

169

120/121.03

110/
110.0407

None

None

At the last scoping session a RUS representative said that the only alternatives
RUS is considering are the two alternative transmission corridors. If true, that
position would put RUS in direct contravention, and absurdly so, of the purpose
of the National Environmental Policy Act and its implementing federal
regulations. ATC and its partners have a more reliable, less expensive, and less
disruptive option than pushing these massive high voltage towers and lines
through the heart of the Driftless Area. There are better, more cost-effective
alternatives. Wisconsin utilities are bringing on new locally generated electricity,
including a big 650-megawatt natural gas plant in Beloit, and new wind farms in
Seymour and Forrest, and the counties of Monroe, Rock, and Green totaling
560-megawatts. Home and business solar continues to expand. All this is
providing local generation, particularly from renewable energy, here in
Wisconsin where it makes more economic sense than burdening ratepayers with
the huge costs of importing electricity from out of state via a massive
transmission line. CHC does not meet the requirements of Wisconsin law that
energy demands be first met with the most cost-effective options, including
energy efficiencies and conservation. Despite assertions from CHC proponents
that the line would principally bring lowa wind power into Wisconsin, the
proposed “open access” transmission line would draw electricity from any or all
energy suppliers that pay highest for access to the line. Besides wind and
nuclear, that will include out-of-state coal-fired power plants, thereby
aggravating climate change. How can this be justified as sensible energy
policy? Peak power can be better supplied through a combination of increased
energy efficiencies, distributed energy, demand response, and solar. | urge the
Rural Utilities Service to examine in detail more cost-effective alternatives to this
proposed transmission line, including the option of not building the line. Itis
worth remembering that the genesis of NEPA’s EIS responsibility on federal
agencies grew out of a mammoth project--the proposed jetport in the Big
Cypress Swamp of the Florida Everglades--that when weighed in light of the
persuasive Leopold Report convinced a President of the United States not to
build it.

169

120/120

None

None

None

NEPA is to “insure that presently unquantified environmental amenities and
values may be given appropriate consideration in decision-making along with
economic and technical considerations.” Pushing this huge, ugly project through
the Driftless Area would do just the opposite.
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In blighting this unique landscape with huge, ugly transmission towers and
280/ power lines, CHC will not only depress property values, it will depress tourism
169 7 280/280.02 281.0101 None None itself, which in turn will depress property values even more--a self-defeating
circle.

Who will want to come visit here, retire here, bicycle along its hilly trails? Much
of our economy depends on tourism, not of the massive crowds one associates
with Disneyland or Yellowstone, but modest numbers of folks from out of town
seeking, for example, lunch at the Grey Dog Café in Mineral Point, or a good
book from Arcadia Books in Spring Green. Restaurants here are ever on an
169 8 280/280.02 None None None economic knife’s edge, hoping that customers coming here in summer are in
sufficient numbers to overcome the natural fall-off in winter. In the ten years that
my wife and | have lived in the Driftless Area, we have seen nearly a half dozen
good restaurants go out of business because of the difficulty surviving during the
lean months of winter. The CHC project could permanently cripple what is
already a tenuous economy.

The alternate corridors for the transmission lines bull through some of
Wisconsin’s most sensitive environments. Crossing the Mississippi River, the
power lines would lie athwart the Upper Mississippi River Wildlife and Fish
Refuge. This is the heart of the Mississippi Flyway, where hundreds of

169 9 245/245.01 243/243.02 None None thousands of waterfowl spend the fall months during their long migrations south
from Canada. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service can confirm that high voltage
lines kill a great number of ducks and geese due to collision and electrocution.
Multiple studies in the United States and Canada confirm that waterfowl are the
bird group most vulnerable to death by transmission lines.

The USF&WS and Wisconsin’s Dept. of Natural Resources should also be able
to assess similar risks to bald eagles, as there are 51 active bald eagle nests in
the four counties where the proposed transmission line would run, more than
half of those nests being within townships in the transmission corridors.

169 10 243/243.02 None None None

The entire Driftless Area gets its name and unique characteristics from having
evaded the mile-high glaciations of the Pleistocene, better known as the Ice
Age, that from roughly 2.6 million to about 12,000 years ago ground down and
169 11 235/235 None None None near flattened much of the upper Midwest. Geologically, the Driftless Area is a
far older landscape, its rugged ridges and rock outcroppings and contrasting
valleys the product not of glaciation, but of millions of years of wind and water

erosion
is a region of much ecological variety, of southern sedge meadows, oak
169 12 243/243.01 241/241 None None openings and barrens, dry and moist cliffs, and forested seeps, and a wide

range of animal and plant species, more than a few rare and endangered.
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169

13

243/243.04

None

None

None

Henslow’s Sparrow is a Wisconsin threatened species and found in 12 of the 16
townships or ranges through which the transmission line would run. The
Loggerhead Shrike, a state endangered species is found in 2 of the 16
townships or ranges in Dane and lowa Counties. Other threatened bird species
in the area include the Acadian Flycatcher, Bell’s Vireo, Cerulean Warbler,
Hooded Warbler, and Upland Sandpiper. Also impacted by the proposed
transmission line would be the rare Rusty-Patched Bumble Bee and the state-
endangered Regal Fritillary butterfly. The line could compromise other
endangered and at-risk species, such as the Pleistocene Snail, Blanchard’'s
Cricket Frog, Pickerel Frog, Blanding’s Turtle, Ornate Box Turtle, Lake
Sturgeon, Lake Chubsucker, and Pugnosed Shiner.

169

14

120/121.03

245/245.03

280/280.02

None

The northern route would cut through the Blackhawk Lake Recreation Area,
along Governor Dodge State Park, and go right over the lush pastures and
contented dairy cattle of Uplands Cheese, producers of Pleasant Ridge
Reserve, the most highly awarded cheese in American history. This is a
proposed transmission line corridor of appalling insensitivity.

169

15

120/121.03

243/243.01

None

None

The proposed southern corridor is no less disruptive, as it would cut through part
of the Military Ridge Prairie Heritage Area, a more-than-95,000-acre grassland--
one of the highest concentrations of native grasslands in the Midwest. This
Area contains more than 60 prairie remnants, and is habitat for 14 rare and
declining grassland bird species.

169

16

245/245.03

None

None

None

Add to the above the following sensitive environments through which, by which,
or across which the transmission line would run: Grant County, Wisconsin:
Grant River, Platte River, Pecatonica State Trail, Jack Oak Slough, Cassville
Slough. lowa County, Wisconsin: Military Ridge State Trail, Blue Mound State
Park, Pleasant Valley Conservancy State Natural Area, Dodgeville and
Wyoming Oak Woodlands/Savanna Conservation Opportunity Area. Lafayette
County, Wisconsin: Pecatonica State Trail, Belmont Prairie State Natural Area.
Dane County, Wisconsin: Blue Mound State Park, Military Ridge State Trail,
Erbe Grassland preserve, Pleasant Valley Conservancy State Natural Area,
Southwest Wisconsin Grasslands & Stream Conservation Area.

169

17

232/232.01

243/243.01

None

None

Finally, the proposed lines would cross twenty-four premier trout streams, at
least one of which, Black Earth Creek, is designated a Class |, Outstanding
Resource Water, and eight designated “Exceptional Resource Water.” The
biologists and resource experts with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and
Wisconsin’s Department of Natural Resources can help guide you in
determining the extent of harm and depletion this project will cause to
Wisconsin’s environment.

169

18

280/281.02

None

None

None

The CHC project, whatever is claimed by its proponents, is driven by the
transmission companies’ need to satisfy their investors: to make money for
them. This is not a public project driven by clear-eyed analysis of the public
good and need. It is essentially a private project designed to make money for its
shareholders, while thrusting a towering and ugly scar onto the Driftless Area. It
is a misguided proposal that stands common sense on its head.

170

120/120.02

None

None

None

Although | am not convinced there is a need for the proposed transmission line,
it appears that the line will be built.
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170

120/121.03

None

None

None

Consequently, as a resident of the Town of Vermont I'm writing to voice my
preference for the route that would follow highway 18-151 from Montfort to
Middleton. Doing so is the more practical, efficient and compliant with existing
state law route. Easement already exists along most of the route, current
transmission lines exist along this corridor, and the highway follows a ridge top
much of the way making for easier installation. Conversely, the alternative
northerly proposed route is not an existing corridor, would require easement
granting, possible purchase of land, cuts across a pristine area of unspoiled
hillsides and valleys, impacts many trout streams including Black Earth Creek,
would require extensive clear cutting and does not follow an existing highway
making for difficult installation and is proposed to cross Vermont Lutheran
Church property - which is on the historic registry - and its cemetery.

171

280/280.05

None

None

None

| am writing to support the concerns of residents and friends in the Dodgeville,
Wi. community, as well as to express my own feelings. While | personally do not
live in the area, | am a frequent guest and have spent many hours and have
covered hundreds of miles cycling through the Driftless Area of Wisconsin. My
closest friends and | make an annual commitment to participate in the "Dairyland
Dare" and other local bicycle tours joining thousands of other enthusiasts
enjoying the beautiful countryside. | fear that the proposed Cardinal-Hickory
Creek transmission line will have a negative impact on the area, and | urge the
developers and the local utilities to reconsider moving forward with the project.

171

122/122

None

None

None

My friends in the area would like you to consider the environmental impact this
project will have on geology, soils, farm land & land use, vegetation, wildlife,
special status species, surface / groundwater, wetlands & floodplains, cultural,
historic & paleontology resources, air quality & noise, socioeconomic &
environmental justice issues, transportation, visual resources, and health &
safety.

171

280/ 281.0101

280/280.02

None

None

I'm sure the homeowners, farmers and other business owners would like their
property values, farm operations and business revenues to be unaffected by a
project that many feel is unnecessary.

171

245/245.04

280/280.02

None

None

Personally, | would like you to consider the economic impact of the line on
tourism and recreation in an area that offers some of the most scenic views and
challenging cycling in the country. | am an experienced rider and | am not alone
in a very large and growing movement of cycling enthusiasts who choose to
travel to beautiful and serene locations where we can spend our time and
money in a healthy and environmentally friendly way. | believe that the
proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek transmission line will encourage many of us to
reconsider where we travel to as we plan our cycling vacations in the future.

172

120/120.02

None

None

None

| do not believe that additional electric power grid transmission is needed and
this transmission line should not be built. All of the studies | have looked at
show a flat or even declining demand for electricity in the upper Midwest due to
overall improvements in the efficiency of industry, home appliances and
increased conservation efforts. | believe that there has not been a convincing
argument made for building this transmission line. | have also not seen a
reason presented why this transmission line would be needed to help distribute
renewable energy.
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172

2

280/281.02

None

None

None

The primary reason to build this transmission line is to increase the profit of ATC
at the expense of the electric rate payers in Wisconsin and lowa.

172

120/121.03

None

None

None

1) The northern route would be a completely new corridor and right-of-way
which is the lowest priority route (priority 4) per Wis. Stats. 1.12 (6) which
establishes guidelines for building transmission lines. Priority 1 routes should
following existing right-of-way utility corridors and priority 2 routes should follow
major highways. There are no existing transmission corridors or even any
east/west roads along the northern route. The southern route has both existing
corridors (priority 1) and major highways (priority 2) and is therefore preferable
per Wis. Stats. 1.12 (6). 2) The southern route is mostly open crop land and the
northern route is heavily forested, thus the southern route is preferable with the
land still available for farming in the corridor. The northern route would clear cut
forest and would remain clear of forest within the corridor changing the land use
dramatically and disturbing the large contiguous forest in this area. 3) The
southern route terrain is less hilly than the northern route which has rock cliffs
and outcroppings with very aggressive terrain making it more environmentally
destructive to build and maintain the transmission line following the northern
route. 4) The aesthetic impact to the southern farmland route following existing
highways and transmission lines would be far less than a completely new right-
of-way plowing through untouched natural beauty and the nearly virgin
landscape of the northern route.

173

280/280.05

260/260

None

None

| am writing to you oppose the idea of running the high voltage power lines
through our beautiful countryside of the Driftless region near Wyoming Valley. |
have lived in my home for 30 years and would be very disturbed to look out my
window and see these enormous metal structures. We have a beautiful rural
community, having these massive structures lining our roadsides, would
completely ruin our homesteads that we have worked very hard to make into
what we call home.

173

120/121.03

None

None

None

Please consider less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low-
voltage transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area.

174

244/244.02

244/244.03

None

None

| ASK that you would not put that new line through the Driftless area of
Wisconsin to lowa. You will divide farms; a working cheese factory that grazes
their own cattle in that area.

174

260/260

None

None

None

This would be a great loss of scenery,

174

280/280.02

None

None

None

loss of a business

174

283/283

None

None

None

danger to his cattle with all the electricity

174

(621 BN (V] |\N)

280/281.02

None

None

None

| don't believe there is a $ savings by putting up these towers. Someone is
making a lot of money at the land owners’ expense all along the route.

174

244/244.02

None

None

None

| grew up on a dairy farm and know that some things are not good for milk cattle
— and this would be one of those things.
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175

120/121.03

120/120.02

511/511

None

| was concerned to learn recently that RUS does not seem very inclined to look
into the Need for the CHC line or Alternatives to transmission (Need/Alt), but will
apparently focus more effort on assessing one proposed line route vs the other.
| believe NEPA (and also Wisconsin law) require that Need/Alt be addressed
before a new line can be considered. ATC et al do not seem to have considered
Need/Alt, or at least they have not demonstrated such. The EIS is intended to
counterbalance the industry’s view, as such for-profit companies are inherently
biased to build. Lack of Need/Alt assessment by the petitioners cannot be met
with similar lack of such assessment by the EIS. There is ample reason to
believe that there is no need for this line, enough reason that ignoring Need is
inexcusable: 1) Electric use is flat or slightly declining in the area that would be
served by the proposed line, and the trending is toward declining use. 2) Even
ATC & partners are not saying use is increasing; the only justification they could
give for the last line (Badger-Cooley) was Emergency Need, not day-to-day use
or peak load (and even Emergency Need is presently being challenged in court
as not valid). 3) Additional generation has already been approved in this area,
which will result in local production in excess of demand. This new generation
will be on line before the CHC line could be built. 4) a) If the Badger-Cooley line
is stopped by the court for lack of need, there would not be any reason the CHC
line would be needed, b) If the B-C line is put into service, there would not be
any need for an additional line to the same substation.

175

120/120.02

511/511

None

None

Even Emergency Need seems questionable, given new generation and
improved storage that would be in place before the line. If there is any belief
that Emergency Need might be a justification, the EIS must address it. | suggest
that RUS/SWCA explore the ongoing case in LaCrosse Co, WI as part of the
basis of Need or Emergency Need for this line.

175

120/120.02

120/121.03

110/110.04

None

| understand that RUS’s intent to minimize assessment of Need and Alternatives
is based upon budget; limited funding for the EIS. Yet | do not believe that
limited funding overrides legal obligation. | also suggest that an inadequate EIS
is a ready basis for legal challenge; and if RUS feels it hasn’t the budget for a
proper EIS, it should consider the budget for a legal challenge (and then likely
doing a proper EIS anyway per court order). To perhaps simplify the matter,
and to also accommodate funding limitations, it seems prudent to focus on
Need. If no Need can be shown, the other steps would seem unnecessary or at
least much easier (cheaper) to address. | see no logical or legal justification for
largely bypassing assessment of Need and Alternatives, or to determine where
a line should go if the line isn’t needed.

176

280/280.05

None

None

None

| am a woman who reared her children on a farm in the Driftless Area of
Southwest Wisconsin and now have grandchildren who are exploring the
wondrous beauty and biological diversity of this area. Because this is a place
that is so dear to the hearts of many, | urge you to listen to the voices of the
people who have spent much of their lives in lowa County, as well as those who
come here to nurture their souls amid the “grace of wild things.”

176

235/235

None

None

None

The Driftless Area of Wisconsin provides a unique geological landscape formed
by the absence of that last Ice Age Glacier.

176

234/234.03

244/244.01

None

None

It provides a rich topsoil for farming and gardening;

176

243/243.04

241/241.02

None

None

unique and special status flora and fauna
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176

5

282/282.01

None

None

None

diversity in topology and historic landmarks

176

6

233/233

None

None

None

People delight in the quality of the air that they breathe here and the quiet
beauty that surrounds them.

176

244/244.01

245/245.04

283/283

None

The proposed ATC lines would impact significantly on farming, recreation,
tourism and the general health and well-being of the residents of lowa County.

176

280/ 281.0101

260/260

None

None

It is also important to note that property values would be decreased greatly by
the negative impact on the aesthetics of this beloved land.

176

120/121.03

None

None

None

Certainly we all need to be thinking about future energy needs and the
environmental impact of any decisions that will be made. lowa County is filled
with citizens who would support the exploration of alternative energy sources.
The cost of solar energy is decreasing; wind power remains a viable alternative.
Existing low-voltage transmission lines could be upgraded. The money that is
being proposed to develop those ATC lines could be spent making this county a
model of sustainable, alternative energy.

177

243/243

241/241

None

None

The Driftless is a unique and beautiful area which is home to a diverse variety of
wild plants and animals, and it needs to be protected.

177

120/120.02

None

None

None

It's already been proven that our area is declining in electricity usage, so why
should locals be paying for another big eyesore that we don't even need?

177

283/283

None

None

None

There are also many possible negative effects that these high voltage lines have
on the surrounding ecosystem, which includes the animals and people that live
near them; from what I've heard and read about them, | don't want to live near
one, and | think the fewer of them we have around, the better.

177

120/120.02

None

None

None

| also think it would be moving in completely the wrong direction to add another
high voltage line in order to bring in (unneeded!) electricity from miles & miles
away- even as far as lowa! This is nonsensical. We are at a point world-wide,
where we need to be re-structuring the way we live. We need to put our time
and money into the further development of clean, sustainable and local energy
sources, and we need to do it now, not waste more time and money in projects
like this.

178

232/232

None

None

None

The Goals of the Black Earth Creek Watershed Association (BECWA) are to:

* Protect, conserve, support and advocate for the wise, long term management
of the physical, environmental, cultural and historic resources that constitute the
heritage and future of the watershed.

* Foster and encourage citizen and locally-based stewardship among the many
members of the Watershed community

178

122/122

None

None

None

Given the location of the Cardinal substation, there are no alternative routes for
the transmission line that avoid the BEC corridor. It is imperative that there be a
full consideration of environmental and economic impacts in the decision-making
process.

178

232/232.06

None

None

None

Black Earth Creek is recognized as an important environmental asset by the
State of Wisconsin, which selected it as a “Priority Watershed” in the 1990’s
investing over a million dollars in stream improvements.

178

245/245.04

280/280.02

None

None

Black Earth Creek is an important recreational asset to the area—bringing
visitors to fish, bird watch, walk, hike, bike along the creek. These visitors
enhance the economic vitality of the community.
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178

260/260

232/232

None

None

One of the reasons visitors come to this watershed is because of the
aesthetics—the beauty of the place—the connection to open spaces, clean
waters, freedom from excessive noise and visual pollution. The proposed
transmission line would blight the scenic and environmental values of our
watershed.

178

280/281.01

232/232

None

None

Educators from elementary, middle and high school and university classrooms
use Black Earth Creek as an excellent local source for experiential learning and
an example of a low-impact watershed with strong, citizen-based land
stewardship.

178

280/ 281.0101

None

None

None

Individual homeowners in the watershed are concerned about effects of
intrusion on their properties, loss of privacy and diminished land values.

178

120/120.02

None

None

None

Many residents argue that there is no necessity for this line because of flat or
lower power usage. Rather than bringing “clean energy” and other not so clean
sources of energy to Wisconsin from lowa, we would advocate for development
of homegrown, small-scale clean energy sources.

» The Public Service Commission should complete analysis of whether this new
transmission line is needed, including viable, economical alternatives.

178

120/121.03

None

None

None

If need for the transmission line can be demonstrated, existing corridors should
be prioritized (according to Wisconsin law) to minimize impact on the Black
Earth Creek watershed and landowners who live in the watershed.

179

232/232

243/243.01

245/245.04

None

We live in the Town of Vermont—an area of rolling hills and wetland areas. The
entire town is in the Black Earth Creek Watershed—a valuable resource for the
entire area, state and beyond. No matter which route the proposed power line
would take, it will adversely affect the watershed. Black Earth Creek Watershed
is 103 square miles named for the Class 1 trout stream so important to the
vitality of the entire area and beyond. Why is this watershed important?? BEC
is an important asset to the area—»bringing visitors to fish, bird watch, walk, hike,
bike along the creek, these visitors enhance the economic vitality of the
communities, and come here to enjoy the beauty of the area BEC is already
recognized as an important environmental asset: State of Wisconsin selected
BEC as a “Priority Watershed” in the 1990’s investing over a million dollars in
stream improvements

179

260/260

232/232.06

284/284

None

One of the reasons visitors come here is because of the aesthetics—the beauty
of the place—the connection to open spaces, clean waters and freedom from
excessive noise pollution

179

280/ 281.0101

511/511

None

None

Individual homeowners are concerned about effects of intrusion on their
properties, loss of privacy and diminished land values. Real estate values and
potential home sales have already taken a nose-dive since the path designated
by the dreaded BLUE LINE has been published.

179

120/120.02

None

None

None

Good arguments can be made about whether there is a necessity for this line—
lower power usage, emphasis on local, small scale power production.

180

241/241

243/243.01

235/235

None

| am writing because | am very concerned about the impact on the environment
regarding the cardinal-hickory creek transmission line project. The proposed
area is so beautiful! It has virgin woods, great rock out cropping’s and a lot of
wildlife. It would be a shame to ruin the homes and the homes of the wildlife.
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180

260/260

284/284

None

None

We only want to see natural beauty and hear nature sounds. We do NOT want
to see big ugly transmission lines and listen to the humming noise that comes
from them.

180

243/243.04

241/241.02

None

None

lowa County and Dane County have many endangered/threatened etc. species.
The Northern long-eared bat, whooping crane, Higgins eye pearly mussel,
sheepnose, Hine’s emerald dragonfly, mead’s milkweed, Prairie bush-clover,
eastern prairie fringed orchid and the cricket frog just to name a few.

180

234/234

232/232.04

None

None

If the transmission lines are put up, the ground underneath them will be full of
chemicals that kill the plants which will run into other parts of the woods and
could contaminate the resident’s well water along with harming the plants and
wildlife.

181

280/ 281.0101

120/121.03

None

None

Another negative impact | am concerned about is: the destruction of the land
especially on the northern corridor. The value of the land will decrease
substancially [sic]. Our land on Sweeney road will be devastated, visually +
financially

182

260/260

243/243

232/232.03

None

I'm writing to express my concerns regarding the need for the proposed ATC
power line that cuts through heart of the Driftless Area where | live. We are
residents of the Town of Arena, Wisconsin. This area is unique in its beauty, its
biological diversity, its wetlands and so much more.

182

280/280.02

245/245.04

244/244.01

280/
281.0101

The proposed line would be a massive, unnecessary project that could cause
irreparable damage to one of the most beautiful areas in Wisconsin. It would
impact tourism, hunting, recreation, farming, property values and much more.

182

280/281.02

None

None

None

We, the energy consumers, would be stuck with the bill for the next 40 years.

182

120/120.02

None

None

None

| do not believe we need this line to insure an adequate energy supply.
Electricity use throughout the Upper Midwest is flat or declining, so why build
another transmission line? Where is the evidence that energy usage is
increasing to such a degree that we must mar this community with the sights
and sounds of a massive gouge being ripped through it? This line is not needed.
The knowledge and ability to improve energy efficiency without marring our land,
our natural beauty and our senses is readily available. And, if it can be proven
that energy demand is rising and more energy will be used near us, why is the
transmission line the best solution, not just for the Power Companies, but for our
community?

182

120/121.03

None

None

None

And, if it can be proven that energy demand is rising and more energy will be
used near us, why is the transmission line the best solution, not just for the
Power Companies, but for our community?

185

120/120.02

None

None

None

1. The need for it has not been established. Evidence indicates the absence of
need.

185

233/233

None

None

None

Future generation and consumption of electrical energy by the customary means
for the power line have been shown to be extremely damaging to our
atmosphere.

185

280/281.02

None

None

None

Paying for this power line is an imposition on many consumers at a time when
earnings are less than adequate.

186

241/241

243/243

283/283

None

The power line has the potential to do irreparable damage to the flora, fauna,
and human residents along and adjacent to the corridors.

186

280/ 281.0101

None

None

None

Property values are permanently reduced before and after construction.
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186

3

283/283

None

None

None

Potential risks due to EMFs and Stray Voltage are unwanted.

187

280/280.05

None

None

None

| would like to submit my comments and concerns about the proposed
transmission line by ATC. My husband and | bought a 42 acre parcel in the
Driftless Area in 2011, and moved permanently here earlier this year from
Chicago. We chose this area for our home because of its limited development
and the local emphasis on renewable energy and sustainable agriculture.

187

235/235

243/243.01

None

None

The Driftless Area is a unique geologic area, with many important habitats that
need protection.

187

243/243.04

None

None

None

Dozens of endangered and threatened species could be negatively impacted by
construction and operation of this transmission line.

187

280/280.02

280/
281.0101

None

None

In addition, I'm concerned that the proposed project will not be beneficial from an
economic viewpoint, other than to ATC. Our region's economy relies heavily on
agriculture, tourism, and recreation. The scenic beauty in the Driftless is hard to
find anywhere else in the Midwest and creates significant economic
opportunities. The proposed line will certainly have negative impacts on these
economic sectors, as well as diminish nearby property values.

187

120/120.02

None

None

None

Moreover, | understand that demand for electricity in this area is declining, while
the proposed line will actually result in higher energy costs to ratepayers. What
positive purpose can this project actually serve for the area it will impact?

187

120/121.03

None

None

None

| respectfully request that you include in your analysis whether a combination of
non- transmission alternatives — new local wind and solar generation, energy
efficiency, storage, demand response — would meet actual electrical demand at
a lower cost both economically and environmentally. Please consider any and
all less damaging alternatives such as upgrading existing low- voltage
transmission lines or routing lines outside the Driftless Area to satisfy any
genuine energy demand.

188

111/111.01

None

None

None

| attended an open house session this past summer where the Cardinal-Hickory
Creek Transmission Line Project was presented by the power companies to
area residents, supposedly to take input and comments. However, many of us
were informed at that time that the Transmission Line “is a done deal.” In fact it
is NOT a done deal. This completely misled many people to believe there was
nothing they could do about it.

188

120/121.03

120/120.02

None

None

| am concerned about the lack of alternative energy options being considered for
the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project that is being proposed for
the Driftless Area in which | live. Large scale energy transmission ties us to the
use of out-of-state power generation and overlooks the better option of local
alternative power generation and conservation measures. | have also seen
studies that show flat or declining energy use in our area which makes me
wonder why this is being considered in the first place!

188

245/245.04

280/280.02

None

None

Vermont Township is a beautiful place to live and visit. Many people come here
to ride our roads, hike our trails and fish our waterways. There are several
bicycling events that take place here annually because of the roads and beauty
of our area. Am personally in charge of an annual Spring Art Tour event in this
area where hundreds of visitors come from around the country to admire the
beauty of this place and to visit the artists who live and work here.
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188

260/260

None

None

None

The unprecedented behemoth towers and clear-cutting necessary with this
project would be a blight on the scenic views and enjoyment of our natural
landscape.

188

280/280.02

None

None

None

This project would have a severely negative impact on the economic well-being
of these events and our communities.

188

243/243

None

None

None

In addition, | am extremely concerned about the impacts the Cardinal-Hickory
Creek Transmission Line Project will have on our local wildlife and environment.

188

232/232.03

243/243.04

None

None

Vermont Township has wonderful cold water creeks and adjacent wetlands that
are home to native brook trout and endangered species such as Blanchard's
Cricket Frog and Blanding's Turtle.

188

243/243.01

243/243.04

243/243.02

None

The transmission line would also impact habitat areas of oak savannas which
are home to bird species like Loggerhead Shrike, Henslow Sparrows, and a
variety of neo tropicals that use the township as a summer home. Butterflies like
the Regal Fritillary and Karner Blue are seen in the uplands and wetlands that
could be damaged by the clear-cutting necessary for the installation and
maintenance on these huge towers. The hawks and eagles that regularly hunt
over the driftless cliffs here can be killed or hurt impacting the towers or lines.

188

232/232.03

243/243.02

None

None

| personally live directly across the road from protected wetlands where the
Sandhill Cranes nest and feed during the warmer months of the year. The
planned lines that would pass directly over our property would create a terrible
hazard for these magnificent birds and destroy the value of our property.

188

10

260/260

None

None

None

The whole reason | purchased my property in the first place was because of the
beautiful view of the valley from our house on a hill.

188

11

283/283

None

None

None

There are also studies which have shown that the magnetic fields and stray
voltage generated by these mammoth towers would detrimentally impact the
health and economic well-being of livestock farms and residents in our area.

188

12

280/281.02

None

None

None

| urge you to require that a Cost Benefit Study and an Economic Impact Study of
the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line be done to prove
beyond a shadow of a doubt that it is truly necessary. | suspect these studies
will prove otherwise. | respectfully request that my concerns, and the concerns
of many others who live and work here, will be given due consideration at this
important time of deliberation on the project.

189

120/120.02

120/121.03

None

None

| am writing to express my hope that the proposed electrical transmission line be
constructed only if it is objectively shown that, in the foreseeable future , i.e., the
next 20 years or so, the Dane County Wisconsin area is likely to require the
proposed transmission line to meet its demand for electricity; AND if it is
determined and shown that those additional electrical needs cannot and should
not be met by the projected, realistic contribution that can be made from BOTH
conservation of demand and the cost-effective development of locally-provided
renewable electrical energy. In other words, | believe that the construction of
this transmission line should only be approved after it has been objectively
determined that Dane County’s electricity requirements cannot be met by further
cost-effective and achievable conservation measures and additional locally-
produced, renewable electrical supply.
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189

120/121.03

260/260

None

None

If, as a result of the analysis | propose above, it is determined that an additional
electrical transmission line should be constructed, | suggest that neither of the
proposed transmission line routes be selected. Both of them cut across the
entire length of the Driftless Area, most of which is in southwest Wisconsin, from
Madison to the Mississippi River. The huge continuous towers and lines would
be an added eyesore to any landscape; an eyesore that can’t be mitigated. In
fact, routing such a huge line through the beautiful landscape of the Driftless
Area should be avoided. From an esthetic standpoint, both of the currently
proposed routes are poor. The proposed option of the route going past or close
to the Pleasant Valley Conservancy is bad insofar as, over the past 20-25 years,
hundreds of people have volunteered their time and money to restore an entire
large hillside to its historic oak savanna environment. Through their
longstanding efforts, the Pleasant Valley Conservancy, on Pleasant Valley
Road, is a source of spiritual enrichment for many persons in the area. The
alternative route of the line along Military Ridge, from Mount Horeb to Montfort,
is also bad because it would be a continuous visual blight to motorists traveling
US Why. [sic] 18/151. For many people who do not take the time to stop and
explore special places in the Driftless Area, such as Pleasant Valley
Conservancy, Hwy. 18/151 is their only exposure to the Driftless Area. Yet, the
proposed route of the line along Hwy. 18 would impede travelers’ views of the
landscape.

189

120/ 121.0304

None

None

None

If possible, and if a line is needed, | ask that consideration be given to siting the
line on a more southerly route from the Cardinal Substation in Middleton,
roughly following W1 Hwy. 78 toward Blanchardville and the west toward
Platteville WI. Ideally, the line would be routed southwest to lllinois, but that
may not accomplish the project’s objectives.

190

120/120.02

None

None

None

1. | believe that ATC has not demonstrated a need for the electricity in the
greater Madison area, over the long term.

190

120/121.03

None

None

None

| believe they have intentionally refused to develop an alternative that provides
the same amount of power using distributed production using solar, wind and
biomass sources. | don't understand why we would buy power from wind farms
in lowa and Minnesota, instead of producing it locally, and thereby creating good
jobs in Wisconsin.

190

280/281.02

None

None

None

| don't agree with the formula that almost guarantees that ATC makes a profit.
The costs just get passed on to us through our local utility companies. We may
be able to make our own or buy our electricity locally at a lower cost instead of
being locked into a 50 year agreement with ATC.

190

280/ 281.0101

260/260

None

None

We live in lowa County near the highway 18/151. The huge towers would be
visible from our farm and could reduce our property values. 6. The driftless area
where we live is special for its scenic beauty. The huge towers would certainly
be a blight on our whole area.

190

281/281.1

None

None

None

We are concerned that the electric lines will cause problems with radio and TV
reception. We have noticed problems when driving near other high voltage
lines.
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191

120/120.02

120/121.03

None

None

| leave it to others to stress the lack of need for this costly transmission project
and the reasons to prefer other, most cost-effective means to meet electrical
demand. | agree with their points.

191

260/260

245/245.03

None

None

What grieves me most about this project is how ugly the power lines would be. |
have seen similar towers in western Wisconsin and on a trip returning to the
Madison area from up north. At present ATC towers are being constructed
through my Town of Middleton neighborhood. | see other towers every time | am
on Madison’s Beltline. There are already more than enough unsightly, huge
towers crossing Wisconsin’s landscape.

The proposed corridors lie completely within the Driftless Area, our very special
scenic landscape. The region is acknowledged as important by the four states
involved, which have designated it a region of critical conserva